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The Palamuru Ranga Reddy Project is named
after Jaipal Reddy. He not only played a
pivotal role in bringing Hyderabad Metro but
was also instrumental in Telangana
formation. Hyderabad Metro can be named
after him. This is a fitting
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DONT MISS...

South Australia’s
Premierin Hyd

With Hyderabad rising as a major
hub for technology and innovation
in the startup ecosystem, South
Australian Premier Peter
Malinauskas engaged with top
tech innovators in the city on
Wednesday. This connection
reinforces ties between Adelaide
and Hyderabad businesses while
celebrating the success of
Hyderabad alumni. On this
occasion, StudyAdelaide launched
Employment Connect, the most
extensive employment initiative by
any Australian destination. This
programme offers a wide range of
job resources and ...

o
‘Insensitive’ SC stays
Allahabad HCruling

The Supreme Court on Wednesday
stayed the Allahabad High Court’s
recent ruling on grabbing of a
woman’s breasts and pulling the
drawstrings of her "pyjama" not
amounting to an attempt to rape
and said it reflected total
‘insensitivity" and “inhuman
approach".Taking a strong
exception to the high court’s
observations made in its March 17
verdict, the apex court termed it a
‘very serious matter'. 'In normal
circumstances, we are slow in
granting stay at this stage. But
since the observations...
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Sikkim CM presents
Rs16,196 cr Budget

Sikkim Chief Minister Prem Singh
Tamang on Wednesday presented
in the assembly a budget of Rs
16,196 crore for the 2025-26 fiscal
with a focus on empowering
youth, uplifting farmers, investing
in infrastructure and ensuring
financial discipline. The budget
comprises Rs 11,028 crore of
revenue expenditure and Rs 5,168
crore of capital outlay. The
devolution of taxes from the
Centre was estimated at Rs 5,519
crore, a leading source of receipts,
along with Rs 2,600 crore that the
central government...

lyer asked me not
toworry: Shashank

Punjab Kings batter Shashank
Singh’s boundary-hitting spree in
the final over of the Indian Premier
League (IPL) match against
Gujarat Titans left his captain
Shreyas lyer stranded on unbeaten
97 but the latter was not worried
about his personal landmark. lyer
missed his maiden IPL ton by a
mere three runs but his 42-ball
knock, which featured nine sixes
and five fours, powered PBKS to a
massive 243 for 5 and helped
them win their season opener by
11 runs. Shashank, who hit five of
his six fours in the...
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Fight over Bhubharati and
Dharani rocks Assemhly

PNS B HYDERABAD

The Assembly witnessed a fight
between the Bhubharati and Dharani
portals on Wednesday. The allega-
tions and counter allegations made
by Members of the ruling party and
the opposition about Bhubharati
and Dharani rocked the Assembly.

Intervening while BRS Member
Palla Rajeshwar Reddy was speak-
ing, Revenue Minister Ponguleti
Srinivas Reddy said there is now
clarity on why the BRS government
introduced the Dharani portal dur-
ing the Assembly elections.

Ponguleti said that Palla
Rajeshwar Reddy is trying to hide
the irregularities and injustice
behind Dharani.

“We will go to the people during
the next elections with Bhubharati.
Will the BRS face the elections
with Dharani on its agenda? The
people defeated the BRS and made
it sit in the opposition. The voters
clearly said that they don't want
Dharani. They made it clear that the
BRS government had erred by intro-
ducing Dharani. Everybody knows
how the BRS government behaved

Intervening while BRS Member Palla Rajeshwar
Reddy was speaking, Revenue Minister Ponguleti
Srinivas Reddy said there is now clarity on why the
BRS government introduced the Dharani portal
during the Assembly elections

towards VROs and VRAs. It is
ridiculous for BRS Members to
speak about the future of VROs and
VRAs. People are asking for VRAs.
So we are restoring the VRA system.
The Congress government will give

special attention to VRAs and
VROs,” Ponguleti said.

Earlier, while speaking on the
demands for grants for the Revenue
Department, BRS Member Palla
Rajeshwar Reddy Continued on Page 2

Cong to make it an issue during next elections
BRS to approach public with Dharani on its election agenda

Bhu Bharathi to come
into being in April

Revenue, Housing and
Information Minister Ponguleti
Srinivas Reddy launched a blister-
ing attack on the BRS government
during a discussion in the
Assembly on Wednesday and
accused the BRS of looting pub-
lic funds by placing government
advertisements in its own media
outlets.

He also outlined landmark
reforms undertaken by the
Congress government, including
the rollout of the Bhu Bharathi
Act in April, the revival of revenue
services in villages and the imple-
mentation of the Indiramma
Housing Scheme. “The BRS gov-
ernment looted hundreds of
crores through advertisements.
Between 2014 and 2023, they mis-
used public funds to expand their
own publications;” said Ponguleti.

Continued on Page2

- Revanth Reddy, Chief Minister
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CM for SIT or CBCID
probe on betting apps

PNS B HYDERABAD

Chief Minister Revanth Reddy came
down heavily on the growing men-
ace of online betting and declared
that his government would
not allow Telangana to
become a hub for
such addictions.
Addressing the
Assembly  on
Wednesday dur-
ing the ongoing
Budget Session,
he announced the
formation of a
Special Investigative
Team (SIT) to probe
online rummy, digital

betting platforms and other
gambling websites.

He said the government will
decide soon on appointing a SIT or

“Betting
frauds cannot be
rooted out just by state-
level probes. Neighbouring
states and even countries
should seriously
investigate these
networks”

ordering a CB CID probe on betting
apps.

"Betting frauds cannot be root-
ed out just by state-level probes.
Neighbouring states and even
countries should seri-
ously investigate
these networks," he
said.

He said the
government is
prepared to
amend laws if
necessary to
ensure strict
punishment.
“Telangana is not
the place for betting
addiction. Anyone pro-
moting or managing these
apps directly or indirectly will face
strong action,” he warned.

Continued on Page2

Parliament passes
Banking Bill toallow 4
nominees in bank a/c

PNS B NEW DELHI

Parliament on Wednesday passed
the Banking Laws (Amendment)
Bill, 2024, which allows bank
account holders to have up to four
nominees, with the Rajya Sabha
approving it by a voice vote.

Lok Sabha had passed The
Banking Laws (Amendment) Bill
in December 2024.

Another change in the bill relates
to redefining of term 'substantial
interest' of a person in a bank. The
limit is sought to be enhanced to
Rs 2 crore from the current Rs 5
lakh, which was fixed almost six
decades ago. Continued on Page 2

Madiga MLAs to go to Delhi for ministerial post

PNS B HYDERABAD

Madiga community MLAs decided
to go to Delhi to meet the party high
command and appeal to give one
ministerial post to their communi-
ty.

On Wednesday, Madiga MLAs -
Government Whip Adluri Laxman,
Vemula Veeresham, Kale Yadaiah,
Thota Laxmikantha Rao and
Mandula Samuel met Chief
Minister A Revanth Reddy, Deputy
Chief Minister Mallu Bhatti
Vikramarka and Irrigation Minister
N Uttam Kumar Reddy and submit-
ted a memorandum appealing them
to give proper representation to the
Madiga community in the Cabinet.

They said the Congress did not
allocate a single seat to the Madiga
community in the last parliamen-
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Madiga MLAs mest Chief Minister A Revanth
Reddy on Wednesday appealing him to
allocate one Minister post to their community

tary elections in Nagarkurnool,
Peddapalli and Warangal con-
stituencies. The Madiga communi-
ty is in large numbers in these dis-
tricts. At the same time, the Madiga
community was not represented in
the recent MLA quota MLC elec-
tions. Continued on Page 2

Telangana demands fair,
equitable water allocation

PNS ® HYDERABAD

The Krishna Water Disputes
Tribunal-IT (KWDT-II), chaired by
Justice Brijesh Kumar, heard the
final round of arguments on
Wednesday, with Telangana present-
ing a strong case for equitable
water allocation between Andhra
Pradesh and itself. The Tribunal will
hear Telangana’s arguments again
from April 15 to 17.

The senior counsel of Telangana,
CS Vaidyanathan, outlined the
state’s water needs, stressing that
Telangana is not seeking to deprive
Andhra Pradesh of its legitimate
share but wants only a fair share.

He said that of the 512 TMCs of

water internally allocated by unified
AP, 323 TMCs were diverted to out-
side basin projects, while only 189
TMCs were utilised within the
Krishna basin.

The counsel argued that the cur-
rent proposal to allocate 555 TMCs
from the 75 per cent dependable
water to Telangana would not harm
Andhra Pradesh’s in-basin usage.

“AP has other sources, including
drains in the Krishna Delta system
that yields 43.2 TMCs and an addi-
tional 80 TMCs of Godavari water
diverted through the Polavaram
Project,” he told the Tribunal.

He also cited the Pattiseema Lift
Irrigation Scheme, constructed
downstream Continued on Page 2

Fine rice for cardholders
fromMarch 30: Uttam

PNS B HYDERABAD

Irrigation and Civil Supplies
Minister Uttam Kumar Reddy
informed the Assembly on
Wednesday that Telangana is all set
to launch the distribution of fine
rice to over 89 lakh ration card-
holders from March 30, terming it
a “revolutionary move in inde-
pendent India”

He said the government had
decided to end the supply of coarse
rice that was being rejected by
nearly 80 per cent of PDS benefici-
aries. “In the past, rice worth thou-
sands of crores was distributed, but
it never reached the poor. It was
diverted elsewhere due to its I§>oor
quality;” he said, (Continvedon

Restore Land Grabbing (Prohibition) Act: BJP

Prosecute KCR, Harish for bungling
Kaleshwaram Project: BJP

PNS B HYDERABAD

The BJP’s Sirpur Kagaz Nagar MLA,
Palvai Harish Babu, demanded that
the government should reintro-
duce the Land Grabbing
(Prohibition) Act, which was abol-
ished by the BRS government in
2016, to protect people from land
grabbers.

He appealed to the Congress
Government to restore the Land
Grabbing (Prohibition) Act on the
lines of the Gujarat Land Grabbing

Act, which will allow the govern-
ment to take action against land
grabbers. He also asked the govern-
ment to introduce the Bhubharati
Act as soon as possible.

Speaking on the demand for
grants for the Revenue Department,
Harish Babu said that people faced
a lot of problems due to Dharani.

“The Congress Government did
a good job by scrapping the Dharani
portal. The Congress government
also did a good job by restoring the
VROs and Continued on Page2

Ruckus in Assembly over 30%
commission remark’ by KTR

PNS B HYDERABAD

The Telangana Assembly witnessed
angry exchanges between the ruling
Congress and the main opposition,
BRS, after BRS leader KT Rama Rao

claimed that Congress leaders
were taking 30 per cent commis-
sion for awarding government
contracts.

KTR’s allegation evoked a
strong reaction from Deput
Chief Minister Mallu Bhatti

Vikramarka and other Congress members, who
demanded that the BRS leader withdraw his remark,
Continued on Page 2

Trouble started during

M HYDERABAD

ministries.

-

hands.

A discussion is going on in Assembly lobbies
and political circles indicating that the
Cabinet would be reshuffled in addition to
expanding it. Congress MLAs as well as oppo-
sition MLAs are discussing the shuffling of

The discussion is mainly about the
major ministries of Revenue, Finance,
Industries, Housing, Agriculture, Irrigation
— and some other Ministries. Rumours indi-
cate that these ministries would change

One opposition leader said on condition of
anonymity that some ministries are going to

Will there be a Cabinet reshuffle in TG?

KOLISHETTY VENKATESHWARLU
venkat.k.warlu@gmail.com

change as per the Chief Minister’s likes, and
some other ministries are going to change as

per the opinion of Ministers.
He also said that some ministers would lose

their additional ministries after the Cabinet
expansion.

He said that an exercise is already going on
in this direction under the supervision of
Congress high command. He also said the

government will not remove any minister as

all of them are seniors.

Congress leaders have been saying that the
Cabinet expansion and reshuffling of min-
istries would bring in change and would be
helpful to the people.

However, there is no clarity on whether the

Chief Minister is going to fill all six vacant
ministerial berths or just four of them.

Govt orchestrating a smear campaign

Dileep dares probe into d1g1tal media expences

PNS W HYDERABAD

Former Digital Media Director
Konatham Dileep on Wednesday hit
back at the Congress government,
accusing it of orchestrating a coor-
dinated smear campaign. He said,
"Digital Media Department's spend-
ing in 2023 was higher than in pre-
vious years due to the Telangana
State Decennial Celebrations
(Dashabdi Utsavalu), a major event
organised by the then government

in May 2023. The aim was to wide-
ly publicise the achievements of var-
ious departments over the past
decade through both mainstream
and digital media".

He added, "As part of this cam-
paign, the Digital Media Wing pro-
duced numerous promotional
videos, advertisements, documen-
taries, a website, and a mobile app.
The Information and Public
Relations Department had allocat-
ed a separate Continued on Page 2

TG power sector scaling up to
meet demand, says Bhatti

PNS B HYDERABAD

Deputy Chief Minister Mallu Bhatti
Vikramarka outlined the govern-
ment’s roadmap to meet Telangana’s
growing power demand and assured
the Assembly that reforms and
timely planning have helped to
provide continuous, quality electric-
ity even though the peak load
surged to very high levels.

“The demand for power in
Telangana is increasing every day. It
reached 17,162 MW in March 2025
from 13,668 MW in 2021. Despite
the sharp rise, thanks to early
reforms and contingency planning,
we are supplying continuous elec-
tricity to all sectors without tripping
or outages,” Bhatti said on
Wednesday while complimenting

electricity staffers on behalf of the
government.

He said that Telangana is prepar-
ing for a peak demand of 24,215
MW by 2029-30 and 31,809 MW by

2034-35, as estimated by Central
agencies.

“With data centres, expansion of

IT companies and new clusters
coming up

Continued on Page 2

No urgent mentioning of plea for FIR

SC on cash discovery at judge’s home

PNS B NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Wednesday
refused the urgent mentioning of a
plea for Delhi Police to register an
FIR over the alleged discovery of
burnt wads of cash from the official
residence of Delhi High

——

Court judge Yashwant -

The CJI, who has stopped the
practice of oral mentioning of cases
for urgent listing, said, "Don't make
public statements."

Another petitioner in the case
said if such a case was against a
common citizen, then several probe
agencies such as the CBI and

ED would have gone

Varma. after them.
A bench headed by wﬁ# "This is quite
Chief Justice of India ! enough. The plea will

Sanjiv Khanna, how-
ever, assured petition-
er advocate Mathews ] <
Nedumpara that the plea
would be listed by the registry.

The petitioner said, "The only
thing is that an FIR has to be reg-
istered against the judge. Your lord-
ship has done a wonderful job....the
publishing of the video of the burnt
notes."

-, come up accordingly,"
- the CJI said.
4 Nedumpara
=257 three others moved court
on March 23 for FIR and chal-
lenging the 1991 judgement in the
K Veeraswami case, in which the top
court ruled that no criminal pro-
ceedings could be initiated against
a judge of the high court or the top
court without Continued on Page 2
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No possibility of hy-polls
in state, declares CM

PNS B HYDERABAD

Chief Minister Revanth Reddy
made it clear that there is no
possibility of by-polls in the
state. He said that there is no
need for MLAs to get tense due
to by-polls and that MLAS
should concentrate on public
issues instead of bothering
about by-polls.

Speaking in the Assembly on
Wednesday, the CM said that
there would be no by-polls in
the state even if MLAs of

other political parties joined
the Congress or if they
returned to their original party.

The CM said that the
development of Telangana is
his first priority and that he
doesn’t want to waste time
discussing by-polls. He said
the issue is being examined
by the Supreme Court and
the Congress will accept the
SC verdict, whatever it may
be.

“MLAs from one party join-
ing another party is not new in

the state. There were no by-
polls during BRS rule when
Congress MLAs joined the
BRS. The BRS government
gave Minister posts to the
MLAs who joined the BRS
from other parties. The
Congress government did not
give Minister posts to the
MLAs who joined the
Congress,” Revanth said.

It may be recalled that the
case regarding 10 BRS MLAs
joining the Congress is now in
the Supreme Court.

Miss World pageant to promote Telangana as
tourism destination across globe: Tourism Minister

PNS ®m HYDERABAD

Telangana Tourism Minister
Jupally Krishna Rao on
Tuesday said the Miss World
pageant to be held in the state
in May will promote the state
globally as a tourism destina-
tion and facilitate economic
activity.

Replying to a day-long
debate on the voting for
Demands for Grants for 2025-
26 in the state assembly, the
minister said that during his

Lifer to priest for
woman’s murder

PNS W HYDERABAD

The Ranga Reddy court sentenced A Venkat Sai
Krishna, a temple priest, to life imprisonment for
the murder of K Apsara (30) in Saroornagar in
2023. He was also given seven years imprison-
ment for tampering with evidence and fined Rs
10 lakh, of which Rs 9.7 lakh will be handed to
the victim’s family as compensation.

visits to the UK for tourism
promotion, he was asked
where was Telangana located.
"Many countries in the
world do not know about
Telangana. The plan is to take
advantage of the Miss World
event to showcase Telangana's
culture to the world and attract
tourists from all over the
world," Krishna Rao said.
The event would be attend-
ed by representatives from
120-140 countries and about
3,500 journalists, he said.

He further said that the
state government plans to
establish an international con-
vention centre with a capacity
0f 20,000 people in Hyderabad
on the lines of Jio World
Centre in Mumbai and host a
'Hyderabad Carnival' like the
'Rio Carnival'.

The debate on the voting for
Demands for Grants, which
covered various government
departments including roads
and buildings, and education,
went on till late.

BRS protests using symbolic
gold bricks in Council

PNS W HYDERABAD

married.

BRS MLCs staged a dramatic protest in the
Council, holding symbolic gold bricks
inscribed with the words “10 grams gold” in
Telugu, Hindi and English to highlight the
Congress government’s failure to deliver on
its promise to provide gold to women getting

(Mviolatednorms by speaking  Govt to disburse Rs 1 lakh

on matters sub-judice: Harish

PNS W HYDERABAD

Senior BRS MLA T. Harish
Rao accused Chief Minister
Revanth Reddy of violating
constitutional and parliamen-
tary norms by commenting on
the issue of disqualifying the
MLAs who had defected to the
Congress from the BRS, as it
is pending before the Supreme
Court.

Raising a point of order on
Wednesday, Harish said, “Tt is
clearly stated in Kaul and
Shakdher’s Practice and
Procedure of Parliament that
no Member should speak in
the legislature about matters
sub-judice. But the Chief
Minister passed a judgement
of his own, declaring that the

disqualified MLAs will not
face by-elections.”

Harish said the Chief
Minister exceeded his limits by
delivering what he called an
“unauthorised verdict” in the
Assembly. “This is a violation of
parliamentary privilege. When
I tried to raise a point of order,
my microphone was cut;” he
said, accusing the Speaker of
silencing the opposition.

He also pointed out the
contradiction in the Chief
Minister’s stand. “While he
says we are free to give sugges-
tions, we are not even allowed
to speak. Parties with fewer
members are getting time to
speak, while the principal
opposition is being denied
the mic,” Harish said.

crore through Strinidhi

PNS B HYDERABAD

Panchayat Raj and Rural
Development Minister D.
Anasuya (Seethakka) said the
government plans to disburse
Rs 1 lakh crore through
Strinidhi in the next five years
to empower rural women with
financial independence and
generate employment across
Telangana.

Addressing the 12th General
Body Meeting of Strinidhi
Parapathi Sahakara Samakhya
Limited at the Engineering
Staff College of India at
Gachibowli on Wednesday,
she said the organisation,
which started in 2011 with
minimal capital, had now

CM admits edu system is in

doldrums, promises radica

PNS B HYDERABAD

Chief Minister Revanth Reddy
admitted on the floor of the
Legislative Council that
Telangana’s education system
was in deep crisis and warned
that failure to initiate immedi-
ate reforms would amount to
the betrayal of future genera-
tions.

Citing data from the 2021
National Achievement Survey,
Revanth said, “In Class 3 and
Class 5, around 75 per cent of
students lack even basic subject
knowledge. Telangana ranks
36th in Telugu, English and
Hindi, and 35th or 36th in
Mathematics and EVS”

He presented a detailed com-
parison of student performance
between 2018 and 2024, show-
ing a disturbing drop in read-

ing and arithmetic abilities.

Despite spending Rs 1.08
lakh per student in govern-
ment schools and Rs 98,000
per student in residential
schools annually, learning out-
comes remain low, the Chief
Minister said.

“The fault does not lie with
the government alone. Our
society must also introspect on
why we are failing our chil-
dren,” he said.

He pointed out that student
enrollment in government
schools had dropped by 6.5
lakh, and in response, the gov-
ernment had filled over 10,000
teacher posts and transferred
36,000 teachers without any
complaints. Telangana has
26,100 government schools as
of now.

Revanth stressed the need

reforms

for revolutionary reforms,
asserting that political parties
were blocking progress for
political gains. “Education
should never be politicised. We
must all take it as a social
responsibility;” he urged.

The CM announced the set-
ting up of Young India Skills
University, inspired by
Mahatma Gandhi, to equip
students with employable
skills. He also said a Young
India Sports University and
Academy would be launched
soon to train athletes for the
Olympics.

The CM revealed plans to
upgrade ITIs into 100
Advanced Technology Centres,
one in each constituency, and
phase out outdated courses. He
also proposed a new Mining
University at Kothagudem.

evolved into a model financial
institution with a loan portfo-
lio of Rs 5,200 crore.

“Today, Strinidhi stands tall
as a symbol of women’s collec-
tive strength. Every woman
who contributed to its growth
deserves applause;” she said.

Seethakka stressed that
Strinidhi loans are now being
used for purchasing milch ani-
mals, supporting small-scale
industries, and promoting
micro-enterprises. “Women
should not just become self-
employed but should provide
employment to 10 others,” she
said.

Calling on district, mandal
and village federations to act as
shields against private money-

lenders and exploitative micro-
finance companies, she urged
them to guide members to
avail loans only from Strinidhi
and banks.

She also announced that
the long-promised headquar-
ters for Strinidhi had now
been allotted under the Rural
Development Department and
would soon be operational
after modifications.

Highlighting the govern-
ment’s commitment to
strengthening women’s feder-
ations, she said new district-
level samakhyas were being set
up in all districts. “It is a mat-
ter of satisfaction that Strinidhi
contributed Rs 22 crore to
this effort,” she said.

Five pumping stations to empty
water entering SLBC tunnel

PNS B HYDERABAD

Special Chief Secretary for
Disaster and Management
Arvind Kumar and Special
Officer Shiv Shankar Lotheti,
appointed to oversee rescue
operations in the SLBC tunnel
mishap, held a high-level
review meeting with senior
officials at the tunnel office on
Wednesday.

The meeting focused on
the status of onoing rescue
operations following the trag-
ic incident on February 22,
where eight workers were
trapped inside the Srisailam
Left Bank Canal (SLBC) tun-
nel. So far, two bodies have
been recovered and handed
over to their families.
Authorities are intensifying
efforts to trace the remaining
six workers, deploying all pos-
sible resources.

Rescue teams are working
continuously inside the tun-
nel, operating with full
force. Four excavators are
being used to dig out the
accumulated debris, which
is then transported out
using conveyor belts. To
speed up operations, TBM
(Tunnel Boring Machine)
components obstructing
excavation are being
removed.

Water entering the tunnel
is being pumped out through
five pumping stations - each
placed at intervals of 2.5
kilometres - using 150 HP
capacity systems, collective-
ly discharging 3,600 litres of
water per minute into the
Krishna River. Senior officials
remain on-site, guiding res-
cue teams with technical sug-
gestions and real-time
instructions.

Krishna, already married, had promised to wed
Apsara. He tricked her into a trip to Coimbatore,
lured her to Shamshabad, and smothered her to
death in June 2023. To erase evidence, he hid her
body in a manhole near Bangaru Maisamma tem-
ple, sealing it with cement.

To deceive Apsaras family, Krishna even cre-
ated fake flight tickets and informed her moth-
er that he was dropping her at RGI Airport.
Instead, he drove her to an isolated spot in
Shamshabad, murdered her, and disposed of the
body.

D)lflring the trial, 40 witnesses were produced,
with 28 testifying against Krishna. The priest,
however, denied any relationship with the victim,
claiming he had built several temples.

Parliament...

Continued from page 1
The bill was passed by a voice vote in
the upper house.

Replying to a debate on the bill in

Bhu

Continued from page 1
He revealed that the BRS
admin spent Rs 564.40 crore

“You betrayed the people of Telangana,”
shouted the MLCs, describing the broken
promise as a ‘golden failure’

BRS MLC Kavitha launched a fierce
defence of the KCR admin’s education
reforms in the Legislative Council on
Wednesday, countering the Congress
Government's claim that Telangana’s educa-
tion system had crumbled.

“Calling our education system a failure is
not just misleading, it’s a disgrace,” she said,
hitting out at the Education Commission’s
report and the current government's deci-
sions. Kavitha said that under Congress rule
in United AP, Telangana's education needs
were neglected.

Bharathi ...

He added that pilot work-
shops were conducted with

Nourgent mentioning ...

Continued from page 1
the prior nod of the Chief Justice
of India. On Wednesday, a Delhi
police team led by deputy com-
missioner of police (New Delhi),
reportedly on the instructions of
the apex court-appointed in-
house committee, visited the res-
idence of Justice Varma.

The DCP and others visited
Varma's house at around 1.50 pm

Finericefor...

collectors, retired officials and

domain experts.

The new system decentralis-
es decision-making. “Now,

Continued from page 1

taking a direct dig at the BRS administration.
He said that 22 lakh tonnes of rice are being sup-

and left two hours later without
addressing media persons.

It is also believed that the
Delhi police team inspected the
place where the fire occurred.

Sources said some officials vis-
ited the office of Delhi Fire
Services (DFS) in connection
with the ongoing inquiry. The
DFS had initially said the fire-
fighters did not find any cash
from Justice Varma's residence
during a fire incident on March
14.

On March 25, three members
of a Supreme Court-appointed in-
house committee visited the res-
idence of Delhi High Court judge
Yashwant Varma as it commenced
its inquiry into allegations of
discovery of a cash pile at his offi-
cial Lutyen's home.

The alleged cash discovery
happened following a fire at
Varma's Lutyens Delhi residence
ataround 11.35 pm on March 14,
prompting the fire officers to
rush to the spot.

Restore Land ...

Continued from page 1

VRASs system,” he said. Harish asked the
state government to order the prosecu-

Madiga MLASs ...

Continued from page 1

"We have always supported the Congress. We are
not against any community. Requesting proper
representation of our community in the upcom-
ing State cabinet, petitions have been submitted
to the Chief Minister and the Deputy CM," they
said.

Later, the Government Whip, in a chit chat
with the scribes said that the party should give a
ministerial post to the Madiga community. "T will
go to Delhi and meet AICC chief Mallikarjuna
Kharge and Rahul Gandhi in this regard."

TGpower sector ...

Continued from page 1
around the Outer and Regional Ring Roads,
demand will grow. We are strengthening genera-

Rajya Sabha, Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said that even though NPAs
have decreased drastically, the govern-
ment is committed to taking stringent

Tahsildars at the mandal level,
RDOs at the division level and
Additional Collectors at the
district level have powers to
resolve land issues,” he said.

outside Telangana for public-
ity and diverted large chunks
of advertisements to their pre-
ferred publications. The

plied in Telangana, but large-scale irregularities had
plagued the system earlier. "After coming to power,
our government, led by the Chief Minister and Deputy
Chief Minister, decided to switch to fine rice so that

tion of former Chief Minister K.
Chandrasekhar Rao and former
Irrigation Minister T. Harish Rao for
their role in the Kaleshwaram Project.

said.

tion, transmission and DISCOMs accordingly,” he

Highlighting the key initiatives, Bhatti said the
government signed MoUs with Rajasthan for solar
and thermal generation through SCCL and with

action against wilful defaulters.

She said in the last five years, the
Directorate of Enforcement has taken up
around 112 cases related to bank fraud,
including those pertaining to wilful

defaulters.

Congress government has

the poor can eat with dignity," Uttam said.
The distribution of fine rice will be launched on

Speaking in the Assembly on

said.

spent only Rs 200 crore in the
last 16 months, and that too
only within Telangana, he

lakh of them.

After December, the govern-
ment received six lakh applica-
tions and resolved over five

March 30 by Chief Minister Revanth Reddy. All
MLAs have been asked to launch the programme in

their constituencies on the same day. He said 84 per

Responding to issues regarding bad
loans raised by opposition members
during the discussion, the Finance
Minister said "Write-offs do not mean
waiving off loans", and the banks will
continue to make efforts to recover the
funds." She informed the House that
public sector banks posted the highest
ever profit of about Rs 1.41 lakh crore
in the last fiscal, and exuded confidence
that the profitability would further

Ponguleti said the Bhu
Bharathi Act — meant to
address the flaws of the contro-
versial Dharani Portal — will
be launched in April.

“We're fulfilling our election
promise. The Dharani Act of
2020 was introduced without
framing rules. But Bhu
Bharathi has been crafted with
expert inputs and consultations
with the public in all districts,”

The Congress government is
reviving grassroots revenue
services by appointing Village
Revenue Officers (VROs) as
‘Grama Paalana Adhikaris” in
10,954 villages. Over 6,000
Intermediate-qualified
VRO/VAOs will be allowed to
opt in through a selection test.
“We've sanctioned posts and
are restoring dignity to the
local administration,” the min-

the new scheme.

ensure food security.

He said there are

issued in April, all

increase in 2025-26.

cent of the state’s population will receive six kg of
fine rice per person per month free of cost as per

Uttam described the move as a landmark move to
“It gives us immense joy that we
are bringing about a transformative change in the lives
of the poor. This is a first in the country; he said.

nearly 89 lakh ration cards in

the state. During the recent application drive, new
members were added to several cards, and rice will
be supplied to them.

Until the new ration cards are
new applicants will continue
on their enrolment.

Wednesday on the demands for grants
to the Irrigation Department, Harish
Babu said the government should take
action against those responsible for the
sinking of the Medigadda Barrage.
“The BRS government was behind the
paid campaign stating that the
Kaleshwaram Project is the eighth world
wonder. KCR was the engineer behind
the Kaleshwaram Project. Constructing
the Kaleshwaram Project on loose soil
and a loose foundation was a big mistake.
The government should prosecute KCR
and Harish Rao for their role in the
Kaleshwaram Project. The Congress
Government should do and prove its sin-

cerity;” Harish Babu said.

bility,” he said.

another state for hydel power.

“Although the Yadadri Thermal Plant was
expected to become operational by 2021, it was
delayed due to pending environmental clearances.
We resolved this by conducting public hearings and
initiating production from Unit-2,” he said.

He added that SCCL coal supply to YTPP was
expedited through weekly reviews and fast-tracked
railway works. Hydel generation is being boosted
using reverse pumping, and tenders have been invit-
ed to create a battery storage capacity of 500 MW
at Shankarpally. Transmission substations are being
upgraded and summer action plans are being reviewed
fortnightly with SPDCL, NPDCL, GENCO and
TRANSCO to handle the rising demand for power.
“We're not just supplying power, we are delivering sta-
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he said. ister said. receiving rice based
CM for SIT ... Fight over...
Continued from page 1 Continued from page 1

Hitting out at the opposition for alleging a law
and order breakdown, the Chief Minister
defended the police, stating they were alert
and proactive.

He pointed out that the BRS government
remained silent when a lawyer couple was
murdered in broad daylight and when a vet-
erinary doctor was brutally raped.

“In 2020, Telangana ranked fourth in the
country in rapes. Now, we believe in stand-
ing by the victims and being ruthless towards
culprits,” he said. Revanth accused the oppo-
sition of trying to sabotage Telangana’s image
and development through what he described
as “acid attacks on growth?”

He said the opposition is conspiring to
bankrupt the state and discourage invest-
ments. “They are behaving as if they can't
breathe without power. How does this help
Telangana?” he asked. Countering allegations
of presenting an unrealistic budget, Revanth
said, “We have introduced a reality budget,
not an illusion. We will implement 95 per cent
of its proposals”

On land acquisition issues, the Chief
Minister blamed the opposition for blocking
development projects.

said the Congress government scrapped
Dharani due to minor reasons.

“I don't know why this government is
restoring the VROs and VRASs system.
Why is this government going to take up
Jamabandi? There is no need for
Jamabandi as the KCR government
supplied water to lands all over the state.
There is no need for the Kabja (posses-
sion) column, but this government is
again introducing the Kabja column.
The Congress government introduced
Bhubharati to do Bhu Harathi,” Palla
Rajeshwar Reddy said.

He also said that the BRS would
approach the public during the next elec-
tion with Dharani on its agenda.

Intervening in the debate, Deputy
Chief Minister Mallu Bhatti Vikramarka
said the Congress Government had
assured the public that it would throw
Dharani into the Bay of Bengal and did
it after coming to power.

He said that Jamabandi is useful to
the people. The BRS government
scrapped Jamabandi to grab lands,
Bhatti added.

Ruckusin...

Continued from page 1

the debate on the state Budget when
KTR asked whether it was not a fact
that contractors staged a dharna at
the secretariat over being asked to
pay 20 per cent commission.

The Deputy Chief Minister
dared KTR to prove his allegation
or apologise. He also asked BRS
Members to be careful about what
they say.

Bhatti’s remark triggered strong
protests from the BRS. Terming the
Deputy CM’s remark as inappropri-
ate, BRS members demanded that
he withdraw it and apologise.

There was pandemonium in the
House due to protests and sloga-
neering by opposition members.

Taking exception to Bhatt’s
remark, KTR said that treasury
benches, especially ministers,
should show more restraint.

The House witnessed uproarious
scenes with members of both the
ruling party and the main opposi-
tion standing on their feet and
shouting at each other.

Govt orchestrating ..

Continued from page 1

budget for this purpose, and all expenditures
were made under the scrutiny of two
senior IAS officers. I am prepared to face
any investigation that the State government
may wish to conduct regarding these alle-
gations".

Refuting allegations that he spent Rs 18
crore of public money on foreign trips,
Dileep clarified that his travels between 2014
and 2023 were official delegations led by for-
mer minister K T Rama Rao. "I was part of
nine official investment tours abroad, all
funded by the IT Department. None of
them were personal, and the details are pub-
licly available on social media," he stated,
adding that he was attaching photographs
as proof.

He pointed out that the Digital Media
Wing's expenditure spiked in 2023 due to
the Dashabdi Utsavalu, a State-wide cam-
paign marking Telangana's ten-year forma-
tion. "Videos, mobile apps, ads and docu-
mentaries were produced under the super-
vision of senior IAS officers. All financials
were pre-approved,” Dileep explained,
asserting that he welcomed any probe by the
present government.

Telangana demands....

Continued from page 1

of Polavaram and operational since 2015,
which has been contributing significantly to
the Krishna Delta.

“In 2023-24, an acute deficit year, the
Krishna Delta System managed to use about
125 TMCs, of which 40 TMCs was trans-
ferred via Pattiseema,” he pointed out.

The Telangana side raised the issue of
Srisailam Left Bank Canal (SLBC), original-
ly proposed to supply 150 TMCs by gravity
to Nalgonda, Warangal and Khammam dis-
tricts.

The counsel said that while both SLBC and
the outside basin Srisailam Right Bank
Canal (SRBC) were taken up simultaneous-
ly in the 1980s, the United Andhra Pradesh
government chose to allocate dependable
water to SRBC and only surplus water to
SLBC.

Further, the counsel told the Tribunal that
even before KWDT-I, the former government
did not seek allocation to SLBC but instead
focused on outside-basin projects like Telugu
Ganga, again ignoring the needs of Telangana.

The Tribunal is expected to examine
these issues in detail in the next hearing ses-
sion scheduled for mid-April.
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Rasaranjani
Natakotsavalu

Dharmorakshathi Play By Vaasu

Venue

Ravindra Bharathi
March 27, (5:30 pm)

Shishe Ki Kahani
Hindi Play

Venue

Lamakaan
March 27, (8 pm)

Live Musical Orchestra
By Bapiraju Music Academy

Venue

Sri Thyagaraja Gana Sabha
March 27, (4 pm)

Live Performance

By Amruthanshu (Band)

Venue

Stone Waters - Kitchen &
Lounge

March 27, (8 pm) B

Handloom India

Silk Lifestyle Exhibition

Venue

Kalinga Cultural Hall
March 18 to 27
(10 am)

Travelling Plants

Unweaving The Journey Of
Cotton: Presentation &
Discussion

Venue

Goethe-Zentrum,
Hyderabad
March 27, (6:30 pm)

Workshop

Basics of photography
Venue

Kalyan Cricket Academy,
Kukatpally

March 24 to 28, (4:30 pm)

||

Women
investors high
in TG

PNS B HYDERABAD

Telangana ranks among the
states where women con-
tribute less to the total Assets
Under Management (AUM)
but have a relatively high
number of women investors.
According to AMFI report on
"From savings to wealth cre-
ation: Women taking charge
of investments" highlights
the increasing role of women
in financial decision-mak-
ing.

This suggests a growing
awareness of financial invest-
ments among women in the
State, even though their over-
all investment amounts
remain lower.

The report states that the
trend could be influenced by
various socioeconomic fac-
tors, including literacy levels,
employment opportunities,
and financial independence.
While Telangana has been
making strides in women's
education and workforce
participation, the lower con-
tribution to AUM may indi-
cate limited access to high-
value investment opportuni-
ties or risk-averse financial
behavior.

The report also says, with
high literacy rates and pro-
gressive social indicators like
Mizoram and Goa, TG
shows stronger participation
of women in investments.
Telangana's position suggests
that while financial inclusion
is improving, efforts to
increase women's overall
contribution to investments
possibly through awareness
campaigns and economic
empowerment could further
enhance their financial
standing in the State.

PUBLIC HEALTH ADVISORY

Heatwave: Do not move out
between 12 noon and 3 pm

PNS B HYDERABAD

As Telangana braces for soar-
ing temperatures, the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) Hyderabad has pre-
dicted arise of 2-3°C over the
next three days. In response,
the state's Directorate of
Public Health and Family
Welfare has issued an
advisory urging citizens to

not move out between 12
noon and 3 pm.

The precautions read
that in the advisory as
drink plenty of water, even
if you're not thirsty. Oral
Rehydration Solution
(ORS) and consume
homemade drinks like
lemon water, buttermilk
and fruit juices. Carry
water while travelling and eat
water-rich fruits like water-
melon, muskmelon and
cucumbers.

Wear light-coloured, loose
cotton clothing and cover
your head with a cap, towel or
umbrella when stepping out.
Always wear footwear when
outdoors. Keep homes cool by
closing curtains during the
day and opening windows at
night. Limit outdoor activities
to early mornings or evenings.

One must avoid stepping
out in the sun between 12
noon and 3 pm. Refrain from

strenuous physical activity
during peak heat hours. Avoid
cooking during peak heat
hours and ensure proper ven-
tilation in the kitchen. Stay
away from alcohol, tea, coffee
and carbonated drinks as they
can dehydrate the body. Limit
intake of high-protein, salty,
spicy and oily foods.

-

The heat-related symptoms
are nausea, vomiting, hot, red,
dry skin, severe headaches,
dizziness or fainting.

To handle heatwave emer-
gencies, the Telangana govern-
ment has arranged special
beds, IV fluids and essential
medicines at public health
facilities. ORS sachets have
been distributed to frontline
workers like ANMs, ASHAs
and Anganwadi staff to aid
affected individuals, said Dr B
Ravinder Nayak, Director of
Public Health and Family
Welfare.

Hylenr Founder and CEQ Siddhartha Durairajan seen along with his team

Hylenr, TakeMe2Space sign MoU to
test space-hased computing infra

PNS B HYDERABAD

Hyderabad-based startup
Hylenr Technologies, a leader
in clean energy, has signed an
MoU with space-tech compa-
ny TakeMe2Space to develop
and test Low-Energy Nuclear
Reaction (LENR) powered
space-based computing infra-
structure.

TakeMe2Space is exploring
various energy technologies,
including LENR, to improve
heat extraction and reuse in
its compute-focused satel-
lites. This technology could
also benefit deep space mis-
sions, which traditionally use
radioisotope-based thermo-
electric generators (RTGs).

As a first step,
TakeMe2Space will provide its
LEO satellite platform and
subsystems to test Hylenr's
LENR-based thermoelectric

generator in space.

Hylenr Founder and CEO
Siddhartha Durairajan stated
that testing LENR technolo-
gy in space is a major mile-
stone. He emphasised that
TakeMe2Space's platform
offers the ideal environment
for validation, potentially
enabling long-duration mis-
sions and off-grid power solu-
tions. Meanwhile,
TakeMe2Space Founder
Ronak Kumar Samantray
added that the company is
keen on alternative energy
solutions and is excited to col-
laborate with Hylenr.

Success in this project
could lead to a compact,
long-lasting, and clean ener-
gy source, supporting long-
duration missions, high-
power computing and
reduced reliance on solar
power.
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HYDERABAD RISING AS A TECH HUB

South Australia’s Premier
connects with tech innovators

PNS B HYDERABAD

With Hyderabad rising as a major
hub for technology and innovation
in the startup ecosystem, South
Peter
Malinauskas engaged with top tech
in the city on
Wednesday. This connection rein-
forces ties between Adelaide and
Hyderabad businesses while cele-
brating the success of Hyderabad

Australian  Premier

innovators

alumni.

On this occasion, StudyAdelaide
launched Employment Connect,
the most extensive employment
initiative by any Australian destina-
tion. This programme offers a wide

range of job resources and support

for international students.

At a meeting in Park Hyatt,
Premier Malinauskas highlighted
South Australia's economic transfor-
mation in industries like health,
renewable energy, space, agriculture
and critical technologies. He
emphasised that education drives
strong global connections, as seen
in successful partnerships between
South Australian industries, univer-

sities and alumni.

Meanwhile, StudyAdelaide Chief
Executive Jane Johnston stated that
Adelaide remains a top choice for
Indian students, including those
from Hyderabad. In the past two
years, over 400 Indian students
participated in StudyAdelaide's
employment programmes. She
noted that the newly launched
Employment Connect will further
equip students with the skills need-
ed for the South Australian and

South Australian Premier Peter Malinauskas addressing a meeting in Hyderabad on Wednesday

global job markets.

innovation networks.

Jane also mentioned that South
Australia's universities offer
advanced programmes in Al, data
science, cybersecurity and renew-
able energy, ensuring students gain
industry-relevant skills. She empha-
sised that it strengthens the state's
startup ecosystem, providing stu-
dents with hands-on experience in
emerging technologies and global

their impact.

engagement.

colleges.

Representatives from 18 different colleges sign MoUs
with the TGIC on Wednesday

TGIC tiesup with 18
colleges to decentralise
programme reach

PNS B HYDERABAD

The Telangana Innovation Cell (TGIC)
launched its Host Institution programme and
signed MoUs with 18 colleges across
Telangana, expanding innovation efforts and
decentralising programme reach. The agree-
ments were exchanged in the presence of
TGIC Interim CEO Meraj Faheem on
Wednesday. These host institutions will play
a key role in TGIC's grassroots initiatives,
strengthening its presence statewide.

The event was held at T-Hub, with repre-
sentatives from all 18 colleges. The pro-
gramme will establish innovation & entrepre-
neurship cells in these institutions, creating
active hubs for students and local entrepre-
neurs. This initiative ensures that TGIC's pro-
grammes reach every district, maximising

Interim CEO Meraj Faheem expressed con-
fidence in the programme's success, stating
that these institutions will help build a strong
innovation ecosystem. He noted that MoU
signing formalised the colleges' roles, ensur-
ing they receive support from TGIC while
serving as key points of contact, organising
awareness sessions and facilitating industry

The colleges that are now official TGIC
Host Institutions are the RBVRR Women's
College, Hyderabad; St Joseph's Degree & PG
College, Hyderabad; University College of
Engineering, KU, in Bhadradri Kothagudem;
Sumathi Reddy Institute of Technology for
Women in Hanamkonda along with other

SBI ATM theft case cracked:
five held: Rs 4 lakh recovered

PNS B HYDERABAD

Adibatla Police, under the
Rachakonda Commissionerate,
have cracked a major ATM theft
case involving the looting of Rs
29.69 lakh from an SBIATM in
Ravirala. The crime, committed
on March 2, 2025, was by a gang
from Rajasthan and Haryana,
with some members having a
history of similar offences.

In the early hours of March
2, a group of five men arrived
at the SBI ATM in Ravirala in
a white Swift car.

They blacked out CCTV
cameras, disabled the ATM
alarm and used gas cutters to
break into the cash chest, flee-
ing with Rs 29.69 lakh, said
Commissioner of Police G
Sudheer Babu.

They formed five special

teams to investigate the crime.
CCTYV footage, technical sur-
veillance and human intelli-
gence were used to trace the
accused.

On March 24, police identi-
fied the suspects' vehicle in
Hyderabad. The

gang, attempting another
ATM theft in Kongara Kalan,
was caught in action.

Those arrested include Rahul
Khan (25), a repeat offender
involved in ATM theft in
Telangana and Odisha,
Musthakeem Khan (28),
Waheed Khan (18), Hakeel
Khan (24) and Mohammed
Sarfaraj (28), a Madrasa teacher
from Ranga Reddy district.

Three suspects - Subdin
Khan, Rafeeq Khan, and Parvez
(Mannan) - are absconding.

The gang specialised in ATM

thefts using gas cutters. They
first conducted reconnaissance
in potential areas, prepared
fake number plates and pur-
chased tools like gas cutters,
oxygen cylinders and spray
paint.

Before executing the crime,
they blackened CCTV cameras
and altered their getaway car's
appearance.

The police recovered Rs 4
lakh in cash, a Swift VXI car,
and multiple tools used for the
ATM theft, including gas cut-
ters, cylinders, gloves and screw-
drivers, all valued at Rs 9.5 lakh.

Both Rahul Khan and
Musthakeem Khan were previ-
ously involved in ATM theft in
BDL Bhanur, Kushaiguda, and
Patnagarh, Odisha. They
resumed criminal activities after
being released from jail.

Ugadi fest at Ameerpet
Metro Statlon_from today

PNS B HYDERABAD

Hyderabad Metro Rail is host-
ing Metro Fest - Ugadi
Celebrations at Ameerpet
Metro Station from March 27
to 29 at 4:30 pm. The event
promises an exciting experi-
ence for passengers through
the Fun Flea Fiesta, blending
cultural enrichment and com-
munity interaction.

The celebrations will feature
cultural performances, live
customer interactions and fun
activities, all set in a festive
Ugadi atmosphere. Passengers
can enjoy the spirit of Ugadi
2025, connecting with fellow
commuters in a lively setting.

NVS Reddy, MD, HMRL,
said Ugadi is a time for renew-
al and joy, and this festival is
a great way to engage with the
community while honouring

Hyderabad's rich cultural her-
itage. Meanwhile, KVB Reddy,
MD & CEO, L&TMRHL,
added that Ugadi at Ameerpet
station reflects their commit-
ment to creating a vibrant and
inclusive travel experience.

Hyderabad Metro invites
all passengers to celebrate
Ugadi 2025 and welcome the
new year with joy and togeth-
erness.

Research

PNS B HYDERABAD

Research should address soci-
etal needs, said Osmania
University Chancellor and
Telangana Governor Jishnu
Dev Varma at the three-day
international conference
organised by the Department
of Physics at Osmania
University on the theme Multi-
Functional Materials for
Societal Application.

The Governor wished for the
success of this conference and

must address societal needs, says Guv

that research outcomes should
benefit common citizens, espe-
cially tribal communities.

He stressed that in today's
modern world, collaboration
among various disciplines is
crucial, as it enables the pro-
duction of cost-effective and
high-quality  products.
Highlighting the growing
opportunities in healthcare
and the aerospace sector, he
noted that such advancements
pave the way for economic
development.

Telangana Governor Jishnu Dev
Varma with others at a programme

Presiding over the confer-
ence, Osmania University Vice-
Chancellor Prof Kumar
Molugaram stated that OU is
competing internationally in
research.

He emphasised the critical
role of physics in modern tech-
nological advancements and
explained recent innovations in
the aerospace sector. He point-
ed out that, due to material
innovations, aircraft that were
previously required to weigh
700 tons are now being man-

ufactured with the same effi-
ciency at 350 tons.

Dr R Vijay, Director of the
International Advanced
Research Centre, Hyderabad,
stated that the 21st century
marks a revolution in materi-
als science.

He underlined the impor-
tance of new material innova-
tions in shaping the future of
modern society and advised
that stability and environmen-
tal sustainability should be key
considerations.

UST enhances infra of Beeramguda
Mandal Parishad School in city

PNS B HYDERABAD

As part of its latest CSR initia-
tive, UST, a leading technolo-
gy and digital transformation
company, has improved the
infrastructure of Mandal
Parishad Primary School in
Beeramguda, Hyderabad. This
effort supports education and
community development by
providing better resources.
UST equipped the school
with a modern audio system,
including an amplifier, speak-
ers and microphones for clear
announcements. To ensure
students have access to clean

drinking water, the company
installed three water dis-
pensers. Additionally, six
storewell cupboards were pro-
vided for safe storage of essen-
tial materials, improving the
school's overall functionality.
UST's CSR Ambassador,
Tirumala Vijaykumar P, iden-
tified these needs and worked
with the school to implement
the upgrades.

The new facilities were offi-
cially handed over at an inau-
gural event attended by the
Mandal Education Officer and
UST's CSR volunteers. The
event also featured fun and

engaging activities for stu-
dents.

During the function,
Venkata Peram, Centre Head
- Hyderabad and Senior Client
Partner at UST, emphasised the
company's commitment to
empowering communities
through essential resources.
He stated that the infrastruc-
ture upgrade reflects UST's
dedication to providing stu-
dents with a better learning
environment.

In 2024, UST received the
Mahatma Award for CSR
excellence for the third consec-
utive year.

& : ’ i
UST members seen with the students of Mandal Panshad Pr|mary School in Beeramguda on Wednesday

Burglary duo
caught with
tems worth
Rs 15 lakh

PNS B HYDERABAD

The Commissioner's Task
Force (South-East Zone), in
coordination with Saidabad
Police, apprehended two
habitual burglars - Habeeb
Mohammed alias Chotu and
his brother Habeeb Ali. The
duo was involved in a recent
burglary under Saidabad PS
limits and had five long-
pending NBWs against them.

The police recovered 145
grams of gold ornaments,
three mobile phones includ-
ing an iPhone 15, a Honda
Shine bike and burglary
tools.

The accused had commit-
ted dozens of burglaries
across Hyderabad and
Rachakonda commissioner-
ates since 2000. Despite being
jailed in July 2024, they
resumed thefts after securing
bail in February 2025.

remanded to judicial cus-
tody.

SUCCESSFUL OPS

Nizam’s Institute of Medical Sciences doctors give a new lease of life to a 19 year-old suffering from a severe heart ailment. A
medical team led by Dr Amaresh Rao, HOD of the Cardiothoracic Surgery Department, successfully performed the surgery

Multiple arrests in crack down on property offenders

PNS B HYDERABAD

In a series of swift crack-
downs, Hyderabad Police
arrested two different sets of
offenders involved in chain
snatching and burglaries,
recovering gold ornaments,
mobile phones and other valu-
ables worth over Rs 15 lakh.

Gold chain theft gang bust-
ed

A five-member gang
involved in pick-pocketing on
city buses was busted by the
Afzalgunj Police, who recov-
ered 2.5 tulas of gold chains.
Acting on a complaint filed by
Pradeep Kumar, a municipal
employee whose chain was
snatched while alighting from
a bus at MGBS on March 1,
police nabbed four of the
accused - Kamble Srinu, Md

Mahboob, Vemula Srinu and
Kamble Vikas - while three
others are absconding.

The accused confessed to
seven cases registered at vari-
ous police stations including
Lalaguda, Narayanaguda,
Afzalgunj, and Sultan Bazaar.
The arrests were made under
the supervision of DCP B
Balaswamy and ACP K
Shankar.




Gynaecologist removed for referring
pregnant women to private clinics

PNS B SANGAREDDY

District Collector Valluru
Kranthi has directed District
Medical and Health Officer
(DMHO) Dr Gayathri Devi to
terminate the services of Dr
Uzma Naaz, a gynaecologist at
Zaheerabad Area Hospital, fol-
lowing allegations of referring
pregnant women to private
hospitals.

After receiving multiple com-
plaints, the Collector initiated an
inquiry, which confirmed the
validity of the charges. As a
result, Collector Kranthi direct-
ed DMHO to dismiss Dr Naaz
from her position immediately.

During a review meeting
with District Medical and
Health Department officials on
maternal and child mortality
and welfare programmes,
District Collector Kranti Valluru
directed strict actions.

The meeting was held on
Wednesday at the Collectorate
conference hall, where the
Collector reviewed maternal
and child mortality rates and the
welfare programmes for women
and children in the district.

Addressing the officials, the
Collector said that an inquiry
revealed that Dr Azmanaj, a
gynaecologist at the Zaheerabad
Area Hospital, had been refer-
ring pregnant women to private
hospitals instead of providing
services at the government hos-

Sangareddy Collector Valluri Kranthi
holding a review megting in
Sangareddy on Wednesday

pital. As a result, the Collector
instructed the District Medical
and Health Officer, Gayatri
Devi, to remove Dr. Azmanaj
from duty.

The Collector also ordered
show-cause notices for two
doctors working at the
Daulthabad and Malchalm
Primary Health Centres for
negligence in providing medical
services. During the review,
the Collector mentioned that
maternal and child mortality
had decreased by 50 per cent in
the district from 2023-24 to
2024-25.

The Collector emphasised
that high-risk cases coming to
government hospitals should
receive treatment at area hospi-
tals.

When referring to high-risk
cases, doctors should coordinate
effectively. ANMs and ASHA
workers must regularly monitor
pregnant women, and provide
them with advice, nutritional
food, and medications.

Panchayats in Karimnagar dist

[ac il

record 97% tax collection

PNS B KARIMNAGAR

In Karimnagar district, village
panchayats have made significant
strides in recovering property
taxes. With district officials
insisting on achieving 100 per tax
collection, field staff has been vis-
iting tax defaulters' homes daily.

The district consists of 20
mandals and 385 village panchay-
ats. Mandal has emerged as the
top performer, with a recovery
rate of 101 per cent, while
Kodimial mandal recorded the
lowest, with a 93 per cent recov-
ery. On average, 97 per cent of the

property tax has been collected
across the district, and officials
are optimistic about reaching
the 100 per cent target by the end
of the month.

However, the situation has
been challenging for the panchay-
ats since the tenure of the govern-
ing bodies ended on January 31
last year.

The villages are currently fac-
ing a severe shortage of funds,
which has hindered develop-
ment. Creation of basic amenities
has become increasingly difficult.
Previously, panchayats relied on
funds from the Centre’s 15th

Finance Commission, along with
funds allocated by MPs and
MLAs through local area devel-
opment schemes.

But since the tenure of the gov-
erning bodies ended over a year
ago, the village panchayats have
not received any state or central
government funds.

As a result, panchayats are
forced to rely on the property tax
collections, water taxes, and other
license fees for minor works.
Due to insufficient funds, some
panchayats have even been com-
pelled to borrow from others to
meet their needs.

An employee describing her plight
after transactions are stopped

PNS m MULUGU

activities.

businessmen.

Cybercrooks target
farmers, small businesses

in Mulugu dist

Cybercrooks seem to be becoming
increasing innovative. They have
stooped to leverage even small farm-
ers’ bank accounts for their nefarious

Reports indicated that the cyber-
criminals sent malicious APK files to
farmers' WhatsApp, and hacked their
phones. They stole personal data and
withdrew money from the bank
accounts. Furthermore, it is believed
that the cybercriminals used these
accounts for other cybercrimes.

Recently, incidents have come to
light where cybercriminals operated
farmers' and small business people’s
bank accounts in three national banks
in Kamalapur, Mangapet Mandal,
Mulugu district. It appears that a
large number of account holders in
Mangapet Mandal alone have been tar-  paym
geted by cybercriminals. Most of the
victims are farmers and some small

After the recent deposit of funds
under various schemes scheme, farm-
ers discovered the issue when they
went to withdraw money. Bank offi-
cials have confirmed that transactions
have been temporarily put on hold.

Bank officials have put a hold on the
accounts of some farmers to prevent

o

=t . |
o=
= e i L
Screenshot of a message on mobile phone showing
that the transaction is on hold

further exploitation by the cyber-
criminals. However, employees and
small business owners who regularly
conduct transactions have grown
increasingly desperate with their trans-
actions being put on a hold . The bank
officials' actions are seen as a preven-
tive measure, but authorities need to
take swift action to prevent further
damage.

In the past month, a large sum
(ranging from 5,000 to 10,000) was
deposited into the account of one of
the victims, after which the bank
authorities froze several accounts.
Bank officials have stated that they
have suspended transactions involving
these accounts, but some transac-
tions are still ongoing.

An account holder S Swati said that
her account was frozen, causing diffi-
culties with daily transactions and EMI
ents.

The affected individuals are urgent-
ly requesting the concerned authori-
ties to take swift action and lift the
holds on their accounts to avoid fur-
ther inconvenience.

The account holders said that the
bank officials, when approached, asked
them to report the deposit of money
into their accounts to the police and
after the investigation, the accounts
would be activated.

LAND GRABBING ALLEGATION

Tension as CPM activists clash
with police at Ramoji Film City

PNS B RANGAREDDY

The ongoing protest by
Communist Party of India-
Marxist (CPI-M) leaders at
Ramoji Film City escalated
into a tense standoff between
the police and protesters. The
protest was organised by CPI-
M, demanding that house
plots allocated to the poor in
2007 be freed from encroach-
ment and handed over to the
rightful beneficiaries.

On Wednesday afternoon,
as CPI-M leaders and resi-
dents from four villages
arrived at Ramoji Film City,
they were stopped by securi-
ty personnel and police forces
deployed in large numbers.
Undeterred, the protesters
attempted to push through
the gates and move towards
the disputed land.

A confrontation broke out
between the police and CPI-
M leaders, culminating in
the arrest of several party
members, including party
state secretary John Wesley.
The arrested leaders were
taken to Ibrahimpatnam
police station to prevent the
situation from spiraling out of

CPI-M activists being whisked away by
the police at Ramoji Film studio in
Rangareddy district on Wednesday

control.

Even during the arrests,
the protesters continued their
resistance, blocking police
vehicles with stones and sticks
in an attempt to prevent the
detention of their leaders.
However, the police man-
aged to evade the resistance
and transported the leaders to
the station. Among those par-
ticipating in the siege were
CPM district secretary
Pagadala Yadayya and other
leaders, including Samelu,
Buggaramulu, Kandukuru

Jagan, Jagadish, P Jagan, and
representatives from
Naganpalli, Polkampalli,
Rayapol, and other villages.

Addressing the protest,
John Wesley reiterated the
party’s demand for the alloca-
tion of house plots to the
poor. He stated that in 2007,
during the tenure of then-
Chief Minister Rajasekhar
Reddy, 18 acres in survey
numbers 189 and 203 were
designated for 700 families,
with each receiving 60-yard
plots. However, he accused
the Ramoji Film City man-
agement of obstructing access
to the land and preventing the
poor from constructing hous-
es.

John Wesley alleged that
both the government and
officials were supporting
Ramoji Film City manage-
ment, thereby denying the
poor their rightful land. He
declared that no amount of
police intervention, legal
cases, or government restric-
tions would deter their strug-
gle. He vowed to continue the
fight until justice was served
and the houses were handed
over to the rightful owners.

‘Two dead as six-storey building
under construction collapses

PNS B BHADRACHALAM

In a tragic accident in
Bhadrachalam, at least two indi-
vidusals lost their lives when a
building under construction col-
lapsed. The seven-storey building
collapsed, and rescue operations are
ongoing at the site.

Initial reports suggested that
several people were trapped under
the debris. Cranes and excavators
were used to remove the rubble.

The incident happened while
additional four floors were being
constructed on top of an old build-
ing. It is believed that the accident
happened due to flaws in the con-
struction. The building was being
constructed after collecting dona-
tions under the name of a trust.

Complaints had been made that
the building was being construct-
ed in violation of regulations in the
area surrounding the Ramalayam
at the Super Bazaar Centre in the
town.

Social activists had complained
to the Bhadrachalam ITDA Project
Officer that the building was being
constructed with substandard pil-
lars. ITDA project officer Rahul
reportedly issued orders to the
Panchayat officers to demolish the
building. However, the project offi-
cer’s orders were allegedly ignored,

What all remains after the collapse of six-storey under construction building in
Bhadrachalam on Wednesday

which some claimed led to the dis-
aster, resulting in the deaths of
many.

There are also allegations that the
property owner threatened social
activists. Complaints are also being
raised that many buildings in the
town are being constructed in vio-
lation of regulations, and relevant
authorities have not taken any
action despite complaints. Many
believe that the Panchayat depart-

ment should be fully held respon-
sible for the incident.

The building owner is said to be
a priest, who, under the pretext of
building a religious ashram, has
taken up the construction of the
six-storey structure.

The individual had reportedly
collected large donations under the
guise of constructing an "Amma"
temple and had built this unsafe 6-
storey building beside the temple.

13 passengers injured as two private buses ram into container truck

PNS B YADADRI BHUVANAGIRI

Yadadri Bhuvanagiri district witnessed a
horrific road accident in the early hours of
the morning near Dharmoji Gudem on the

was trapped inside the cabin. Police, with
the help of a crane extricated him.

Upon receiving information about the
incident, ACB officer Madhusudhan Reddy
and Traffic ACP Prabhakar Reddy rushed

Farmers slide into debt trap
in Jogulamba Gadwal dist

PNS B JOGULAMBA GADWAL

National Highway under Choutuppal
mandal. Two private buses rammed into
a heavy container truck one after another
from behind while traveling from
Vijayawada to Hyderabad.

As aresult of the accident, 13 passengers
sustained severe injuries. The condition of
one of the injured is said to be critical.

Passengers in ill-fated private buses undergoing
treatment in government hospital in Nalgonda
on Wednesday

The impact of the crash was so severe
that the driver of one of the ill-fated buses

to the scene. They, along with the police
team, worked for nearly two hours to
remove the damaged vehicles and clear the
traffic congestion.The accident led to a kilo-
metre-long traffic jam for a long time.
Though accidents involving private buses
happen often, the authorities seem to be
taking no action.

District adminustration calls for action against narcotics

PNS B HANAMKONDA

District Revenue Officer YV
Ganesh and Central Zone
Deputy Commissioner of
Police Sheikh Saleem have stat-
ed that strict measures will be
taken for the eradication of nar-
cotics, including ganja and
other drugs.

A coordination meeting
was held on Wednesday with
officials from the relevant
departments in the mini con-
ference hall of the
Hanamkonda District
Collectorate to discuss the
measures to be taken for the
eradication of ganja and other
drugs. During this meeting,
discussions were held with var-
ious department officials
regarding the actions being

stances.

taken to control ganja cases in
the district as well as the regu-
lation of other narcotic sub-

The District Revenue Officer
YV Ganesh and DCP Sheikh
Saleem emphasised the need
for stringent legal actions

District Revenue officer YV Ganesh at a coordination meeting in Hanamkonda on
Wednesday. Cenral Zone DCP Sheikh Saleem is also present

against those selling and using
marijuana and other drugs.
They mentioned that they
would bring to the attention of
the District Collector regarding
the exhibiting of slides in cin-
ema halls to regulate narcotic
substances. They stressed the

importance of conducting
awareness programmes contin-
uously as part of the campaign
against ganja and other drugs.
They advocated for organising
awareness seminars and carry-
ing out extensive campaigns
involving celebrities from
sports and other fields to high-
light the consequences of ganja
and other narcotic substances.
The meeting was attended by
Excise Superintendent
Chandrasekhar, District
Medical andd Health Officer
Appaya, Parakala Revenue
Divisional Officer Dr
Narayana, Hanumakonda and
Kachipet ACPs Devender
Reddy, Tirumal, representa-
tives from voluntary organiza-
tions, and other related depart-
ment officials, among others.

The plight of farmers is getting
worse. It is akin to the expression
"caught between a rock and a hard
place." Regardless of the crops they
plant, they find themselves ensnared
in a cycle of losses,
with little hope for
profit. They are
sinking deeper
into debt.

In Jogulamba
Gadwal district,
chilli is grown on
more than 40,000 [
acres. In the
Alampur con-
stituency alone,
chilli was cultivat-
ed over 25,000 acres.

Last year, the situation was the
same, and farmers stored their chilies
in cold storage facilities, hoping for
better prices. The chilies in cold stor-
age still remain unsold. Even though
there was a high yield this year, farm-
ers have kept the chilies in storage,
as they could not get a reasonable
price. Some farmers have sold their
produce at low prices and are now
trying to repay their loans.

Even with cotton and tobacco
cultivation, the scenario is the same.
Farmers who cultivated cotton are
suffering due to a lack of reasonable
prices, and even though they had an
agreement for tobacco with a guar-

antee of a reasonable price, the price
of tobacco was disappointing, lead-
ing to farmers suffering significant
losses.

Farmers are lamenting that no crop
is yielding profits, only losses. For the
past two years, the situation has
remained the same,
but the government
has not provided a
single rupee of
- compensation to
the farmers, which
has caused frustra-
tion among the
farmers of the vil-
lages. They are urg-
ing the government
to compensate the
farmers for their
losses, or at least to ensure reasonable
prices and purchase the chilies to pro-
tect the farmers who have fallen into
debt trap.

A farmer who has cultivated chilies
on five acres said that the price has
crashed, and they have been storing
chilies in cold storage for two years.
Another farmer, who cultivated
tobacco on ten acres, is facing the
same problem: even though there was
a minimum price, the tobacco was
not bought.

This is the anguish of the farmers.
The people of the district are urging
the authorities to provide support
prices for chili, cotton, and tobacco
farmers and to come to their aid.

Jagadish urges govt to release
water to Kaleshwaram project

PNS B SURYAPET

Former Minister G. Jagadish Reddy inspected the
crops damaged in Moggayagudem village under
Chivvemla Mandal on Wednesday. Speaking to
the gathered crowd, Reddy criticized the Congress
government for failing to fulfill promises made
during the election campaign.

He specifically pointed to Irrigation Minister
N. Uttam Kumar Reddy, accusing him of lacking
a proper understanding of his ministry. Reddy
challenged the Congress government, suggesting
that they hand over the state's administration to
the BRS, which could demonstrate to Congress
how to release water from the Kaleshwaram pro-
ject. He praised former chief minister K
Chandrasekhar Rao, claiming that his efforts had
transformed Telangana into a role model for other
states. He lamented that the Congress government
had undone the progress made under KCR's

It was high time that the state government
released water from Kaleshwaram to save the
standing crops, he said.
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15-yr-old girl rescued from
child marriage in Delhi

Rohini after a joint operation by an NGO and police in

A1 5-year-old girl’s wedding was foiled in time in Delhi’s

Delhi’s Rohini, an official said on Wednesday. According to
the police, NGO Bal Vikas Dhara (BVD) received information
about child marriage and further informed the police. According
to the statement of BVD, "The girl was about to be married to a
21-year-old man at a newly opened temple when a temple
board member, also associated with BVD, grew suspicious. He
informed the NGO. Multiple teams of the NGO and police
reached the spot and when questioned, the groom showed his
Aadhaar card, but the bride’s family hesitated to provide her
identification." "They gave inconsistent answers about her
documents, raising further suspicion. Police and a medical team
were called to verify her age. Doctors confirmed that she was
underage, yet the families insisted they were not violating the
law. Later, at the Sub-Divisional Magistrate’s office, they claimed
it was an engagement, not a wedding," the statement read.

Nirbhaya Fund not
discontinued: Govt

he Nirbhaya Fund has not been discontinued, the
Tgovernment informed the Rajya Sabha on Wednesday.

Replying to supplementaries during Question Hour in the
Upper House, Union Women and Child Development Minister
Annapurna Devi also said 49 schemes were being run under
the fund. One-stop centres, which provide support and
assistance under one roof to women affected by violence,
are also run through the fund, she added. "More than 49
schemes are being run through the Nirbhaya Fund, the fund
has not been discontinued," the minister said. Devi said Rs
7,713 crore was allocated to different ministries and
departments from the Nirbhaya Fund in the 2024-25 fiscal.
She added that 76 per cent of the total allocated amount or
Rs 5,846 crore was spent.Money from the fund is allocated
according to demand, the minister said. "It is demand
driven." The government set up the Nirbhaya Fund for
implementation of initiatives aimed at enhancing the safety
and security for women in the country.

with NDA MPs from Assam

ssam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma met NDA MPs
Afrom the state, discussed various issues concerning the

state and commended them for raising pertinent issues on
the floor of Parliament. At the meeting held here on Tuesday,
the chief minister discussed with the MPs threadbare about the
development projects in Assam and how to channelise their
energies to accelerate the pace of development in the state
under the guidance of Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
according to an official release. Sarma took the feedback from
the MPs besides discussing the future roadmap. Suggestions
on what more could be done for the public were sought from
the MPs, the release said. Later, Sarma wrote on X, "Had a
great meeting with distinguished NDA MPs from Assam in
New Delhi. They are doing commendable work in raising
pertaining issues of our people in the national capital. We
exchanged notes on how we can better synergise our collective
efforts to accelerate Assam’s progress, under the guidance of
Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri @narendramodi Ji." The MPs who
attended the meeting include Dilip Saikia, Bhubaneswar Kalita,
Kamakhya Prasad Tasa, Birendra Prasad Baishya, Pradan

Baruah and Pabitra Margherita.

‘Biased and politically motivated’

PNS B NEW DELHI

India on Wednesday trashed a
report by the US Commission on
International Religious Freedom
(USCIRF) and said its “persistent”
attempts to cast aspersions on the
country's vibrant multicultural
society reflect a "deliberate” agen-
da rather than a genuine concern
for religious freedom.

In its reaction, New Delhi
described the report as "biased
and politically motivated" and
said the efforts to "undermine"
India's standing as a beacon of
democracy and tolerance will not
succeed, adding the USCIRF
should be designated as an "enti-
ty of concern".

In its 2025 annual report, the
USCIRF alleged that religious
freedom conditions in India con-
tinued to deteriorate as attacks
and discrimination against reli-
gious minorities continued to
rise. The USCIRF recommend-
ed to the US government to
impose "targeted sanctions on
individuals and entities, such as
Vikash Yadav and RAW, for their
culpability in severe violations of
religious freedom by freezing
their assets and/or barring their
entry into the United States".

The US has charged Yadav, a
former Indian government offi-

INDIA TRASHES USCIRF REPORT
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1 “India is home to 1.4 billion
people who are adherents to all
religions known to mankind.
However, we have no expectation
that the USCIRF will engage with
the reality of India's pluralistic
framework or acknowledge the
harmonious coexistence of its
diverse communities.”

cial, in the alleged foiled plot to
kill Khalistani separatist
Gurpatwant Singh Pannun on
American soil in 2023.

In its recommendation, the
USCIRF also called for designat-
ing India as a "country of partic-
ular concern" or CPC, for engag-
ing in and "tolerating systemat-
ic, ongoing, and egregious reli-
gious freedom violations, as
defined by the International
Religious Freedom Act (IRFA)".

External Affairs Ministry
spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal
said the report once again contin-
ued its pattern of issuing "biased

and politically motivated assess-
ments." "The USCIRF's persistent
attempts to misrepresent isolated
incidents and cast aspersions on
India's vibrant multicultural soci-
ety reflect a deliberate agenda
rather than a genuine concern for
religious freedom," he said.
"India is home to 1.4 billion
people who are adherents to all
religions known to mankind.
However, we have no expectation
that the USCIRF will engage with
the reality of India's pluralistic
framework or acknowledge the
harmonious coexistence of its
diverse communities," he said.

Jaiswal was responding to
media queries on the USCIRF
report. "Such efforts to under-
mine India's standing as a beacon
of democracy and tolerance will
not succeed. In fact, it is the
USCIREF that should be designat-
ed as an entity of concern," he
said. In the report, the American
entity also recommended to the
US government to conduct a
"review assessing whether arms
sales to India, such as MQ-9B
drones under Section 36 of the
Arms Export Control Act, may
contribute to or exacerbate reli-
gious freedom violations".

- Share of middle class in national
income at pre-colonial level: Kharge

PNS B NEW DELHI

Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge on
Wednesday attacked the Modi
government over growing
income inequality and alleged
that the share of middle class
in national income is back to
pre-colonial levels.

"In the last 78 years, no gov-
ernment has weakened the
common people economical-
ly as much as the Modi gov-
ernment has oppressed them.

"Economic inequality is at a
frightening level. Billionaires
have become trillionaires and the
poor are turning paupers. The
status of middle class incomes
today is what it was before the
British Raj, in 1820," he said in
a post in Hindi on X. The
Congress chief said the

International Labour
Organisation (ILO) data shows
that even if anyone has an
advanced degree or holds a
skilled job, one is still paid the
seventh lowest wages in the
world.

"Wage growth rate is project-
ed to slow down from 9.3 per
cent in 2006 to 0.1 percent in
2023. The average hourly earn-

ings of an Indian worker are the
fifth lowest in the world. "Due
to the burden of taxes, inflation
and economic mismanage-
ment... The middle class, the
poor and the neglected are
shrinking, and the Modi gov-
ernment is going around shout-
ing 'Sabka Sath, Sabka Vikas',"
Kharge also said in his post. He
also shared a graph with his
post showing the share of
poorest one-third reducing
from 10.8 per cent in 1820 to
6.4 per cent in 2023 and the
middle one-third from 15 per
centin 1820 to 14.9 per cent in
2023.

On the other hand, the
graph showed the growing
share of richest one-third in
national income at 77.8 per
cent in 2023 against 73.2 per
cent in 1820.

Govt departments
use Google
Translate: Union Min

PNS B NEW DELHI

Government departments use
Google Translate for English to
Hindi translation, Panchayati
Raj Minister Rajiv Ranjan
Singh Lalan' told Rajya Sabha
on Wednesday, triggering a
protest from the Opposition
benches who said there were
discrepancies in the Hindi
version of a response by his
ministry.

While asking a supplemen-
tary during the Question Hour,
Congress MP Akhilesh Prasad
Singh said the Hindi word
'Vyay' (expenditure) has been
used for both 'outlay' and 'util-
isation' in a written response to
his question related to milk
production in the country.

‘Insensitive, inhuman’; SC stays Allahabad
HC controversial ruling on rape charges

PNS B NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday stayed the Allahabad
High Court's recent ruling on
grabbing of a woman's breasts
and pulling the drawstrings of
her "pyjama" not amounting to
an attempt to rape and said it
reflected total "insensitivity" and
"inhuman approach".

Taking a strong exception to the
high court's observations made in
its March 17 verdict, the apex court

termed it a "very serious matter”.
"In normal circumstances, we are
slow in granting stay at this stage.
But since the observations appear-
ing in paragraphs 21, 24 and 26 are
totally unknown to the cannons
of law and depict total insensitive
and inhuman approach, we are
inclined to stay the said observa-
tions," a bench of Justices B R
Gavai and Augustine George
Masih said.

The top court took suo motu
cognisance of the matter after
"We the Women of India" collec-
tive wrote to to Chief Justice of
India Sanjiv Khanna. "Until fur-
ther orders, there shall be stay to
the observations made by the
judge in paragraphs 21, 24 and
26 of the order dated March 17,
2025," the bench held.

Guv returns Greater
Bengaluru Governance
Bill for clarifications

PNS B BENGALURU

Karnataka Governor
Thaawarchand Gehlot has
returned the Greater
Bengaluru Governance Bill
to the government seeking
clarifications after it was
passed by both houses of the
state legislature, Law and
Parliamentary Affairs Minister
H K Patil said on Wednesday.

The bill passed despite
opposition from the BJP, pro-
poses restructuring the Bruhat
Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike
(BBMP) by dividing it into a
maximum of seven city cor-
porations in the Greater

Bengaluru Area.
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Safety cornerstone of
India’s nuclear energy
policy: Minister

PNS B NEW DELHI

Safety is the cornerstone of
India's nuclear energy policy
and the Modi government is
following the rule of 'safety
first, production next', Union
Minister Jitendra Singh said in
the Lok Sabha on Wednesday.

Singh also said that the
government has initiated steps
to increase nuclear power
capacity from the current
8,180 MW to 22,480 MW by
2031-32.

He said during Question
Hour that India's nuclear
power plants operate with
stringent safety protocols and
international oversight.

The radiation levels at
Indian nuclear facilities are
consistently well below glob-
al benchmarks, underscoring
the country's commitment to
secure and sustainable nuclear
energy, he said.

The minister said these
efforts align with India's
broader strategy to provide
clean and reliable energy, con-
tributing to long-term energy
security and environmental
sustainability.

Replying to a supplemen-
tary question, he said in
Kudankulam plant, emissions
have decreased from 0.081
microsieverts a decade ago to
just 0.002 microsieverts now.

Similarly, Singh said, the
Kalpakkam plant has experi-
enced a substantial reduction.

He also said that India's
nuclear plants are strategically

The radiation levels at
Indian nuclear facilities are
consistently well below
global benchmarks,
underscoring the country's
commitment to secure and
sustainable nuclear
energy.

designed to withstand natural
disasters such as tsunamis and
floods. The minister said facil-
ities on the eastern coast are sit-
uated more than 1,300 km
from tsunami-prone zones in
Indonesia, while those on the
western coast, like the Tarapur
plant, are positioned over 900
km away from the nearest
tsunami risk zone in Pakistan.

He said India is actively
enhancing its nuclear power
capacity to meet growing ener-
gy demands and achieve envi-
ronmental goals.

In 2017, the Modi govern-
ment approved establishment
of 10 reactors and the budget
for nuclear energy was
increased from Rs 13,879 crore
in 2013-14 to over Rs 23,000
crore now, he said.

Yemeni man with 10.3 kg stomach
tumor gets new lease on life

PNS ® NEW DELHI

A 58-year-old man from Yemen,
who was initially told his condi-
tion was untreatable due to a mas-
sive 10.3 kg tumour engulfing his
stomach, has got a new lease on
life after doctors here treated his
condition and reconstructed a
new stomach.

The patient, Md Abdullah
Hussain, had been suffering from
severe abdominal pain, black
stools, weakness, and anemia for
months. After being turned away
by multiple hospitals due to the
tumour’s size and complexity; he
approached Fortis Memorial
Research Institute, Gurugram,
according to a statement from the
hospital. Doctor Amit Javed, senior
director, Gastrointestinal Oncology,
Minimal Access, and Bariatric
Surgery; led the six-hour surgery.

A CT scan had revealed a mas-
sive gastrointestinal stromal

—

tumour (GIST), measuring 35 x
26 cm, which had completely
engulfed his stomach, Javed said.
The procedure involved gastrec-
tomy--the complete removal of
the stomach--followed by recon-
structing a new stomach using
loops of the small intestine to
allow food intake.

“The tumour occupied the
entire abdominal cavity, com-
pressing major organs like the

pancreas, spleen, and duode-
num, and displacing the small
bowel. GIST tumours are rare and
can range from benign to aggres-
sive. In this case, the most signif-
icant risk was life-threatening
internal bleeding but we managed
to remove it before that hap-
pened,” said Javed. The hospital
said that Hussain was discharged
nine days after the surgery and is
now recovering well.

Gunmen kill BJP leader in Ranchi, party seeks CM’s resignation

PNS B RANCHI

A BJP leader, who was also a
former zila parishad member,
was shot dead in broad day-
light here on Wednesday, a
police officer said.
Motorbike-borne gunmen
reached Kanke Chowk in the
Jharkhand capital, where the
leader was, and killed him.
The deceased was identified

as Anil Tiger, the opposition
BJP’s Ranchu Rural district
general secretary.

Alleging that the law and
order collapsed in the state
ruled by a JMM-led coalition,
BJP state president Babulal
Marandi demanded the resig-
nation of Chief Minister
Hemant Soren.

Jharkhand DGP Anurag
Gupta said, "The incident is

unfortunate. I knew Anil Tiger
personally. The killers would
be caught soon."

Meanwhile, local people
blocked the Kanke road, dis-
rupting traffic movement.

Marandi visited RIMS hos-
pital, where Anil Tiger had
been taken, to meet the the
family of the deceased.

“I am shocked by the news
of BJP Ranchi rural district

general secretary and former
Zila Parishad member Anil
Tiger ji being shot by crimi-
nals. Criminals are fearlessly
attacking public representa-
tives.

The law and order situation
in the state has completely
collapsed, where neither pub-
lic representatives nor com-
mon citizens are safe,” Marandi
posted on X.

India likely to train certain nations

PNS B NEW DELHI

India is likely to provide prac-
tical insights to certain coun-
tries on the best practices in
drug regulations and the
impactful initiatives taken by
the Indian drug regulators,
officials said on Wednesday.
The National Institute of
Health and Family Welfare
(NIHFW), an autonomous
organisation under the Union
health ministry, has proposed
training programmes for the
drug regulators of African,
South East Asian and SAARC
countries on drug and regula-
tory aspects and sharing of
expertise as part of the

Ministry of External Affairs'
International Training and
Education Center for Health
(ITECH) programme.

Proposals for training have
been drafted by the NIHFW in
collaboration with Central
Drugs Standard Control
Organisation (CDSCO) and
have been sent to the health
ministry, said NITHFW Director
Dr Dheeraj Shah.

Training would be imparted
on the various aspects of vac-
cine and drug trials that are
conducted in India and the
procedure of marketing autho-
risation for new vaccines and
drugs, Dr Shah elaborated.

As part of the programme,

countries would be informed
on how the quality of drugs is
monitored through market

surveillance where drug sam-
ples are drawn randomly from
market and manufacturing

on best practices

facilities and tested at govern-
ment laboratories. Success sto-
ries would also be shared, he
said. These training pro-
grammes will be held at
NIHFW. In the last two years,
at the residential programme at
NIHFW, 1,477 drug regulators
from the CDSCO and states
have been trained on various
drug regulatory aspects focused
on improving their skills,
knowledge, inspections, inves-
tigations and review of dossiers.

“The enhanced quality of
investigations and prosecution
has led to an increased convic-
tion rate by 5 to 10 per cent (in
India) over the last two years,”
Dr Shah said.

"These trainings are aimed at
improving the confidence of
drug regulators as well as to
improve the quality of inspec-
tions and investigations to
ensure effective prosecution
leading to better conviction
rates," Dr Shah said. Besides,
672 state drug regulators were
also trained across the country
in the last two years.

Moreover, the CDSCO has
also conducted various work-
shops across the country on
revised schedule M (standard
for Good Manufacturing
Practices), which were attend-
ed in hybrid mode by 39,107
industry representatives in the
last two years.

SC junks plea for CBI probe
Into ‘honey-trap’ allegations

PNS B NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday dismissed a plea
for a CBI probe into an alleged
"honey-trap" attempt involving
a minister and other politi-
cians in Karnataka.

A three-judge bench of
Justices Vikram Nath, Sanjay
Karol and Sandeep Mehta dis-
missed the PIL filed by social
activist Binay Kumar Singh.

The plea had also sought the
probe to be either monitored
by the top court or by a com-
mittee headed by a retired
Supreme Court judge.

Advocate Barun Kumar
Sinha, appearing for the peti-
tioner, said the allegation
reported in the media required
a thorough investigation
against the persons behind it.

The plea said the "honey
trap" of judges by certain vest-
ed interests was a serious threat
to the independence of judicia-
ry and the rule of the law.

"On March 21, 2025 various
media outlets carried the
reports of troubling allegations
made on the floor of the
Karnataka state legislature,

_—

i.e., Vidhan Soudha that a
person aspiring to be the chief
minister of the state has been
successful in honey trapping
several persons, amongst
whom are judges," the plea,
filed by advocate Abhishek,
said.

The plea went on, "The
allegations have been made by
a sitting minister who has
claimed himself to be a victim,
thereby lending credibility to
the serious allegations."

Cooperation Minister K N
Rajanna on March 20
informed the assembly that
there had been attempts to
"honey-trap" him and that at
least 48 politicians across par-
ties fell victims to similar
schemes.
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Mending ties
with China

The ongoing talks with China are a step in
the right direction to resolve pending issues

s the saying goes, you can choose your friends, but changing
your neighbors is no easy feat. That's why maintaining good
relations with them is crucial. However, this is often easier
said than done—especially when the neighbor in question is
China, making the task even more challenging. But the effort must
always be there to achieve this end. India and China recently engaged in
discussions aimed at resolving outstanding bilateral issues and enhanc-
ing cooperation in areas such as border management, trans-border river
sharing, and the Kailash-Mansarovar pilgrimage. Though the talks may
not resolve the issues but talking about it does help in reaching
a solution.

The Working Mechanism for Consultation and Coordination (WMCC)
meeting in Beijing was a step toward normalising relations between the
two nations following their agreement to disengage military forces in the
Ladakh sector of the Line of Actual Control (LAC).

The discussions at the WMCC meeting revolved around implementing
agreements reached during the Special Representatives’ meeting on the
boundary question in December. The talks were described as “positive
and constructive,” with both sides exchanging views on early resumption
of cross-border cooperation, including religious pilgrimages and data-
sharing on trans-border rivers. Additionally, the two nations explored
measures to strengthen diplomatic and military mechanisms to ensure
peace and stability along the border. Both sides also agreed to make
substantial preparations for the upcoming meeting of the special repre-
sentatives, which will take place in India later this year.

Resolving border tensions would create a stable environment for
trade and investment. Both countries are major economies, and foster-
ing better relations could lead to increased economic exchanges, bene-
fiting businesses and consumers alike. Given their influence in regional
geopolitics, improved India-China relations would contribute to broader
stability in Asia. A peaceful resolution of disputes would also help miti-
gate security concerns and reduce military expenditures.

Resuming the Kailash-Mansarovar yatra would promote cultural ties
and strengthen people-to-people exchanges. Such initiatives foster
goodwill and mutual understanding between the people of both coun-
tries. India’s push for resuming data-sharing on trans-border rivers is
crucial, particularly given China’s plans to develop hydropower projects
on the upper reaches of the Brahmaputra. Cooperative management of
water resources would help in flood control, irrigation, and sustainable
use of river systems.

An agreement on effective border management mechanisms would
ensure peace and prevent potential flare-ups along the LAC.
Confidence-building measures would allow both countries to focus on
development rather than military posturing. Despite the progress in dis-
cussions, several challenges remain, including the final resolution of the
border dispute, withdrawal of forces from key friction points, and
rebuilding trust after the Galwan Valley clash in 2020. However,
continued dialogue, coupled with diplomatic and military coordination,
is essential for lasting peace. The latest round of talks between India
and China signals a willingness to mend strained ties and find common
ground. If both nations successfully resolve their differences, they stand
to gain economically, strategically, and diplomatically. A cooperative
approach will not only benefit the two countries but also contribute to
regional and global stability. Moving forward, sustained engagement
and trust-building measures will be crucial in shaping the future of
India-China relations.

Leaderspeak
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In Uttar Pradesh, Muslims are the
safest. If Hindus are safe, then they
are also safe. If there were riots in UP
before 2017, if Hindu shops were burning, then Muslim
shops were also burning. If Hindu houses were burning,
then Muslim houses were also burning. And after 2017,
the riots stopped. They will have the freedom to practise
all religious customs. But can 50 Hindus be safe among
100 Muslim families? If there is smoke or

someone is being hit, we should be careful

YOGI ADITYANATH, CHIEF MINISTER OF UTTAR PRADESH ! !

before we get hit.

Letters

The perils of suppressing democracy

Madam —The turmoil in Turkey (26-3-25) should serve
as a warning to all those who attempt to establish a dic-

India’s rise to Al global

leadership

India’s rise as a leader in Al is all about driving innovation, however, its true success lies in making
Al accessible, inclusive, and transformative, write VINAY PATHAK and SANDEEP JOSHI

he journey of Artificial Intelligence

(AI) from an unattainable goal to

becoming a real-world changer has

happened within a short period.

For an emerging nation like India,
Al is more than just a technological break-
through, it is a powerful catalyst poised to
reshape the country’s future.

In recent decades, India has been employ-
ing Al step by step, simultaneously starting
with school studies and competing with
countries that are front-runners in the glob-
al Al arena. The path, which is marked by
commitment, far-reaching planning, and the
promotion of equal economic growth, demon-
strates the country’s readiness to employ the
latest technology for the common good. At
present, India is not only one of the key par-
ticipants in the global AT revolution but is also
one of the primary developers.

This became evident with India playing a
crucial role at the recent AI Summit in Paris,
where India showcased its noteworthy
progress in the field of AL

India’s journey to the top of Al is profound-
ly linked with the wider narrative of develop-
ment and progress. The first corners of Al
research in India were practised at the cam-
puses of top colleges and research laborato-
ries. Undergraduate and graduate students at
institutes such as the Indian Institutes of
Technology (IITs) and the Indian Institute of
Science (IISc) are the ones who started an Al
era in India by exploring the possibilities of
machine learning, neural networks, and data
analytics. They were just small-scale attempts.
Nevertheless, they had laid the basis for a
national movement.

India’s emergence as a powerful force in the
IT revolution not only placed the nation on
the global stage but also laid the foundation
with robust, flexible infrastructure, transform-
ing emerging technologies into tangible real-
ities. Indian IT professionals, known for
their problem-solving skills, started using AI
in real-life applications, from healthcare diag-
nosis to stock market predictions, as early as
in the first decade.

As the capabilities of Al is become more evi-
dent day by day; cities in the different part of
nation start adopting technology to address
challenges and improve governance. potential
of AT became increasingly evident, cities and
states across nation start adopting technolo-
gy for improvement of governance and to
address challenges.Today, AI-driven initiatives
are transforming urban landscapes, making
cities smarter, more efficient, and more live-
able. Lucknow, designated as India’s first AI
city, is fostering technological advancements
and economic growth through Al-centric
infrastructure. Maharashtra is leveraging AI

in agriculture, healthcare, and education, with
predictive analytics for crop management,
telemedicine services, and personalised learn-
ing platforms. Tamil Nadu Artificial
Intelligence Mission (TNAIM) aims to posi-
tion the state as a leading AT hub, focusing on
governance, social welfare, and economic
development. Karnataka is at the forefront of
AT adoption in education and governance,
while Kerala is advancing Al research with its
Digital University developing an indigenous
Al processor. Gujarat emphasises sustainable
Al practices, focusing on energy-efficient tech-
nologies, and Andhra Pradesh is building AI-
enabled cities like Visakhapatnam. West
Bengal is innovating for safer roads with AI-
driven traffic management systems in Kolkata,
and Telangana has established an Applied Al
Research Centre in Hyderabad. Even small-
er states like Goa and Sikkim are leveraging
AT for traffic management, addressing unique
urban mobility challenges. There are numer-
ous stories where India is leveraging Al for its
holistic development and social progress.

These city and state-level initiatives are part
of a larger national movement driven by
visionary policies and initiatives. The “Al for
India 2030” initiative provides a structured
approach to integrating Al across the socio-
economic fabric of the country. By focusing
on sectors like agriculture, healthcare, and
urban planning, this initiative aims to con-
tribute significantly to the economy and
improve the quality of life for millions.

The digital Maha Kumbh in Prayagraj high-

lights India’s innovative use of Al capabilities
to handle massive gathering of public by AI-
powered tools.

On one hand it helped in the security and
seamless operation and on the other hand set
a global benchmark for event management.

India’s role in Al is not surprisingly only a
technological one; today it is a socially
responsible one too. As a leader in the world,
India acknowledges AT’s ethical dimensions
and, thus, is aiming to build a framework that
will ensure transparency, fairness, and
responsibility in the development of this inno-
vative technology. The country’s increasing
focus on making Al a useful tool for social wel-
fare, sustainable development, and inclusive
growth has made it a role model for the rest
of the world. This dedication was vividly
demonstrated at the recent AI Summit in Paris
where India was a spearhead in shaping inter-
national policies on Al regulation and democ-
ratisation. In Paris India co-chaired debates
on the proper use of Al thus contributing to
the signing of a joint declaration with other
57 countries. The Summit emphasised the
need for the establishment of a governing body
that could warrant the ethical and sustainable
development of Al innovation. The invitation
for India to co-chair the AT Summit is a strong
demonstration of the world’s realisation of
India as aleader in Al and of its commitment
to ethical innovation. The world leaders are
convinced and have strong faith in leadership
of Prime Minister Narendra Modi that he is
capable to democratise Al regulatory body or

framework to neutralise the biasness of data.

On the domestic front, while the Union
Budget allocated 500 Crore for Al education,
another major accomplishment was made
when Meta announced the gigantic underwa-
ter cabling project for boosting digital infra-
structure. Furthermore, the CEO of OpenAl,
Sam Altman, had a meeting with India’s IT
Minister, where they discussed expanding the
ecosystem of Al, a move that showed India’s
commitment to becoming a global leader in
the Al revolution.

Rapid developments in the field of Al in
India puts the country at a special vantage
point of responsibility. The nation’s achieve-
ments stand as a model for other developing
countries as to how technology can be used
for inclusive and sustainable development.
Grounded in grassroots innovation and an
international vision, India has the potential to
be a driving force in the design of the next gen-
eration of Al India’s commitment to ethical
practices in research and international shar-
ing of knowledge places it in a strong position
to handle this complex landscape. As India
gains prominence on the global stage, it also
shares the responsibility of steering the Al rev-
olution with both vision and strategic foresight.
This is a testament to India’s indomitable will
and commitment to build a better tomorrow
for all.

(Vinay Pathak is assistant professor, IlIT and Sandeep
Joshi is senior tech journalist. Views expressed are
personal)

A small inconvenience for a safer, better world

SECOND
Opinion

he late-night flight from Dubai to Chennai
Tlanded smoothly. My mind was full of expec-

tations about a large family gathering at a wed-
ding the next day. As I walked out after immigra-
tion clearance, I saw a customs officer flagging some-
one frantically. I presumed it was for someone behind
me, but he accosted me and asked, “Are you carry-
ing any gold?”

“No, no, nothing except what I am wearing,” I
blurted. “The bangles you are wearing seem to be new.”

“No, these are my everyday bangles,” I said wrenching a ban-
gle from my wrist and showing him the white film of soap
settled in the grooves.

“If you are hiding any gold with you other than this, you
must declare it now; the officer said, a tad menacingly.

I 'yanked my mangalsutra out. “Don’t show; just answer me?”
The instruction wasn't rude, but it was firm. He called a lady
subordinate and asked her to take me for a full-body frisk.
Did he think I was smuggling gold? Did I look like a carrier?

The lady did a full pat down. It was a first for me in 27 years
of living abroad and multiple times entering the country
through various airports. I should have been outraged for being
obliquely seen in a shadow of doubt, but I was not.

Startled but not overly perturbed, I let the officials do the
search and be convinced that I was not a partner in any crime

like the one Kannada actress Ranya Rao had been
caught for in Bengaluru. I had an obligation as a
law-abiding citizen to let the officers perform their
duty. I could not blame them. Smugglers came
in all sizes, shapes and genders these days and they
carried out daring acts that belied stereotypes. A
lone woman traveller from Dubai could be any-
thing but innocent, and the keepers of law had
every right to make sure no guilty got away even
if a few innocents got inconvenienced.
On my return flight to Dubai, I was stopped
again at the security checkpoint. I was asked to
open my cabin baggage, much to my disappointment. I had
been very diligent in my packing, making sure I did not carry
any prohibited articles in the hand baggage, and yet, I was called
up to open my bag and spill its contents. What had shown up
in the scanner was the jewellery I had carried for the family
wedding. They asked me to hold up each piece to see if there
was anything dangerous. None, whatsoever. “Are they real?”
a junior officer asked.

I laughed good-naturedly. “Who wears original jewellery
these days, sir? Especially when we have pretty ones in imi-
tation?” The senior officer did not find my quip amusing and
pointed at a plastic bag in which I was carrying my lunch, and
asked, “Whats in the box?”

“Curd rice;” I said. He asked me to open it. I opened it with-
out batting an eyelid. When I was cleared, I was left with two
trays full of assorted items waiting to be repacked. I was
annoyed, but only slightly.

I felt pity for all those who went through the ordeal, along
with my understanding of how the security personnel them-
selves bore the brunt of public irritation for following the pro-
tocol and making sure that nothing went wrong because of
their oversight. As I stood there watching the officers work,
I realised that the people in uniform were doing exactly what
they were trained to do-ensuring that no one got away with
jeopardising the safety of others. They were upholding a sys-
tem designed to protect everyone, even when it meant incon-
veniencing some innocent travellers in the process.

Why do we feel affronted and targeted when we are asked
to follow rules? As much as we may hate the hassle, isn't it a
small price to pay for the peace of mind that comes with know-
ing these checks are in place? It is about understanding that
the system is not designed to harass us, but to protect us, or
to maintain law and order in society. The obligation to fol-
low rules is incumbent upon us. As I read a small poster on
the cockpit door from my second-row seat, I was reminded
that everyone had rules to follow. I felt a quiet gratitude for
those who dedicated themselves to keeping us safe-on the
ground and in the sky.

“Flying is a serious profession. Do not carry your worries
beyond this point,” the signage read. By the same token, let
us not carry resentment against those who uphold the rules,
for, more often than not, their vigilance is the reason the world
still has some order.

(The author is a Dubai-based columnist and writing coach. She has
published six books. Views expressed are personal)

Madam—The Central government has called a meeting of
all Members of Parliament to discuss the Waqf Amendment
Bill 2024 in a conference room within the Parliament com-

to the Editor

Parliament meet to discuss Waqf

Chinese company surges ahead of Tesla

Madam—TIt is often said that an industrialist or businessman
should not abandon their business to become a permanent

tatorship under the guise of cleansing democracy. It is
perhaps a human weakness to suppress opposition and
expect unquestioning praise, even for one’s misdeeds and
mistakes.The process often begins with subjugating the
media, followed by suppressing freedom of
expression.

Critics and dissenters are then imprisoned under var-
ious pretexts. To maintain public support, a particular
group is often vilified as an “evil force,” while people’s
attention is skillfully diverted from the audacious
actions of the ruler. When things spiral out of control,
religion is invoked to silence dissent.Such tactics are evi-
dent in many countries today. However, history provides
an unmistakable lesson: authoritarian rule—whether by
an individual or a group—is always short-lived.

Recent events in Sri Lanka and Bangladesh have
demonstrated this inevitable truth. People may tolerate
misgovernance for a long time, hoping for correction, but
when reforms fail to materialise, they react sharply—often
with an unstoppable force. The absence of an effective
opposition weakens democracy and leads to regression.
Citizens must remain vigilant and act wisely.

AG RAJMOHAN | ANANTAPUR

plex. The meeting will provide MPs with a briefing on the
proposed amendments to Wagf laws. The government is pre-
sumably keen on explaining the contents of the Bill before
presenting it to Parliament, amidst growing Opposition.

The Waqf Amendment Bill has sparked controversy across
the nation, with many groups accusing the Centre of act-
ing against the interests of the Muslim community. Various
Muslim organisations, including the prominent Jamiat
Ulama-e-Hind, have raised objections.

They argue that the amendments could lead to the mis-
management of waqf properties and undermine the auton-
omy of the Muslim community in managing its charitable
endowments by insisting that non-Muslims be made part
of waqf boards.The All India Muslim Personal Law Board
(AIMPLB) has been vocal in its opposition, declaring that
it will organize large-scale protests in different parts of the
country. The Waqf Amendment Bill 2024 has ignited nation-
wide controversy, with strong opposition from Muslim
organisations. As the government prepares to present the
Bill, protests loom, highlighting deep divisions and the poten-
tial for significant political and social repercussions.

BHAGWAN THADANI | MUMBAI

player in the game of politics. Instead, they should fulfill their
political responsibilities solely through donations to their pre-
ferred parties. If they fail to do so, their business and trade
may suffer the consequences.Take the case of the world’s rich-
est man, Elon Musk. For the past year, he has openly aligned
himself with Donald Trump ever since Trump became the
Republican Party’s presidential candidate. Now that Trump
has assumed the presidency, it almost seems as if Musk has
become the unofficial Vice President of America. He has car-
ried out mass layoffs, resulting in hundreds of thousands of
workers losing their jobs.

US foreign aid has been halted, and illegal immigrants have
been expelled and subjected to harsh treatment. But inter-
estingly enough, Tesla has fallen behind its Chinese
competitor, BYD. Meanwhile, Teslas sales have been
steadily declining, partly due to MusKs open support for right-
wing political groups.

In contrast, BYD has aggressively expanded into overseas
markets, including Europe, with new compact electric mod-
els and advanced charging technology. It seems that China
is quietly benefiting from the outspoken and disruptive nature
of Musk and Trump.

JANG BAHADUR SINGH | JAMSHEDPUR

JUDICIARY UNDER SCRUTINY: THE
NEED FOR ACCOUNTABILITY

propos of the headline
A“Dhankhar holds meet over

cash controversy” (March 26),
the controversy surrounding the unac-
counted cash found at the residence of
Delhi High Court Judge Yashwant
Varma is bound to have far-reaching
implications. This issue raises serious
concerns about the erosion of public
faith in the judiciary.
The first political fallout of this contro-
versy is the renewed debate over the
implementation of the NJAC Act, 2014,
which seeks to replace the Collegium
system.

The Supreme Court, as the guardian
of the law, has the responsibility to
uphold the integrity of the legal system.
The Collegium system has once again
come under scrutiny following the
discovery of substantial unaccounted
cash at Justice Varma's official resi-
dence—an issue that remains uninves-

inquiry into this matter could expose
deeper systemic issues within the judi-
ciary. The absence of accountability in
the institution is fostering public disil-
lusionment. Citizens’ trust in the Indian
judiciary may wane due to the lack of
an alternative mechanism.

There should be no political interfer-
ence or debate regarding the imple-
mentation of the NJAC Act, 2014, espe-
cially when the Collegium system is
plagued by opacity. Instead, the
recruitment of judges could be entrust-
ed to the UPSC through the Civil
Services Examination to address the
existing vacancies across the country.

Why should the elected government
not have a say in the appointment of
judges and be credibly entitled to par-
ticipate in the process? Moreover, it is
perplexing why the NJAC Act, passed by
Parliament a decade ago, remains
unimplemented.

tigated even after two weeks.

Speculation suggests that any in-depth

VINOD JOHRI | DELHI
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The spiritual marvel of Maha Kumbh

FIRST

Maha Kumbh is a monumental event of immense scale and spiritual significance, marked by seamless organisation, the unwavering faith of pilgrims, Column
and the extraordinary vision that brings this sacred gathering to life.

y wife, Sagun and I flew from New

York to join the millions of devotees

at the Maha Kumbh and had a

remarkable experience visiting

Prayagraj. This Maha Kumbh, to my
mind. Is a ‘Maha Yagya that has attracted hundreds
of millions of devotees to this revered land for an
event occurring after 144 years! Incidentally,
Prayagraj or Tirth Prayag happens to be my birth-
place which I visited after a gap of 33 years!

Being there in person was a remarkable expe-
rience. As far as the eye could see, human beings
from all parts of India and the world converged
there to take a holy dip in Maa (mother) Ganga.

Statistics bears testimony to the fact that the
Maha Kumbh’s organisation was an incredible feat.
The arrangements made by the local administra-
tion, especially by the team led by the Mela
Adhikari, Maha Kumbh under the direction of the
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister and senior officials,
were exceptional to say the least. Of course, PM
Modji’s vision, planning, detailing, strategising and
leadership were imprinted all over the Maha
Kumbh as well.

The establishment of a temporary city with
roads, pontoon bridges, tens of thousands of tents,
walking paths, cleanliness, safety and security,
water and sanitation and large-scale availability
of food for the devotees were some of the key
highlights. The widespread use of digital technol-
ogy helped in every conceivable way.

This was no mean feat, managing to have tens
of millions of devotees come in, day in and day
out, for 45 straight days and to provide them with
all the necessary facilities is a humongous job, one
that was done with utmost care and profession-
alism by the state government officials in-charge
on the site.

We stayed in a tent of the Uttar Pradesh State
Tourism Development Corporation (UPSTDC)
which had all the amenities one would have asked
for, including spotlessly clean bed sheets, pillows,
quilts, and towels, access to hot water in
the bathroom, a very effective room
heater, a fire extinguisher, TV, several
phone charging points, cupboards, a
table and a chair, drinking water all in a
well-lit tent which could be locked for
ones belongings to be safe. UPSTDC also
provided very good vegetarian food
(breakfast, lunch and dinner) to every-
one staying in their tents.

My wife and I were blessed by taking
a holy dip in the Triveni Sangam at the
Maha Kumbh in Prayagraj. Millions of
devotees thronged the banks of the Ganga to seek
Mata (mother) Ganga’s blessings.

At the Sangam, the confluence of the green
waters of River Ganga and the blue waters of River
Yamuna were clearly seen coming together. It is

NIRUPAM
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believed that River Saraswati is also part of this
Sangam.

We carried the sacred water of Maa
Ganga back with us to the US. Ganga
jal is considered pious and is an inte-
gral part of the puja samagri of every
Hindu household. Having taken the
holy dip in the Triveni Sangam and
seeing the incredible enthusiasm
among our fellow Hindus, we felt
energised, spiritually uplifted, and of
course very emotional.

We prayed to Maa Ganga for the
good health and happiness of every-
one in our family, and a bright future for Bharat
(India) and all 1.4 Billion Bharatiyas (Indians).
While in the waters of Maa Ganga, I realised how
incredibly blessed I was to have been born in
Prayagraj and for my father and grandfather to

have lived in Prayagraj for almost two decades.

After our snan in the Triveni Sangam, we also
performed a puja of Maa Ganga on one of the
boats stationed there with a priest. We recited
Sanskrit shlokas, and offered milk, water and some
sacred materials to Maa Ganga.

We also went around the various Akharas,
including the Kinnar Akhara and the Gau Seva
Akhara etc. It was amazing to see how well
planned and decorated these Akharas were, and
tens of thousands of devotees were thronging them
to seek blessings of the leaders of these Akharas.

All through this journey of eight-plus kms, we
saw numerous free food distribution centers and
hundreds of volunteers serving food to those who
stood in long ques to be seated and then
served meals.

Our experience at the Maha Kumbh included
wide-ranging discussions with many, among

others, over the last two days, besides visiting the
Triveni Sangam for the holy dip, we witnessed the
Ganga Aarti, prayed at the Hanuman and the
Patalpuri temples, saw the digital Maha Kumbh
Gallery, visited the Akshay Vat, Parmarth Niketan,
the Shivalaya Park, the Kinnar Akhara, and Gau
Seva Akhara etc.

The Digital Maha Kumbh Experience Center
was a very well-put-together digital centre with
vital historical, religious and astronomical infor-
mation about the Ardh Kumbh, Poorna Kumbh,
and Maha Kumbh.

In Uttar Pradesh’s journey to become a trillion-
dollar economy, tourism, and especially religious
tourism, is playing, and will continue to play, a
significant role in boosting the size of the State
economy.

The Maha Kumbh which lasted for 45 days, is
estimated to infuse approximately $40 Billion into

the State economy!

As of the last count, a staggering number of 660-
plus million devotees had taken a holy dip at the
Triveni Sangam at Prayagraj. Of this colossal fig-
ure, 175 Million devotees (30 per cent of the total
so far) took the dip during the five auspicious days:
Paush Purnima (17 Million), Makar Sankranti (35
Million), Mauni Amavasya (76 Million), Basant
Panchami (27 Million) and Maghi Purnima (20
Million).

I met the Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh, Yogi
Adityanath ji in Lucknow on February 9 and told
him that the arrangements made by his
government in Prayagraj were very praiseworthy
and met all the requirements of hundreds of mil-
lions of devotees that were coming for the
Maha Kumbh.

I strongly believe that neither any other Indian
state nor for that matter, any country in the world
can organise such a colossal event. A visionary and
bold leadership at the federal and the state level
along with years of planning, detailing, interde-
partmental coordination, widespread use of tech-
nology, including AI, deployment of tens of thou-
sands of volunteers, sanitation staff, security per-
sonnel, construction workers, and many others
could make this event possible. All in all, I would
give them an A+.

At Columbia University, I plan to undertake a
detailed case study of the Maha Kumbh with a spe-
cial focus on the use of ICT tools and platforms
(digital Maha Kumbh) in the Maha Kumbh’s
organisation, monitoring, data driven decision
making, safety and security and so much more.

For people in the US, it is unfathomable to even
imagine that over 660 Million people could visit,
over 45 days, a small stretch of land at the banks
of the river Ganga to take a holy dip.

By the final count, the total number of devo-
tees who visited the Maha Kumbh was almost
double the population of the United States,
which stands at 335 Million.

Maha Kumbh is seen here in the US as noth-
ing short of a miracle, wherein, daily, tens of mil-
lions of devotees, from out of town, have been
coming to Prayagraj and after seeking the bless-
ings of Maa Ganga, Yamuna and Saraswati,
return on the same day, or at best the next day to
their homes. This is seen as a once in a lifetime
spiritual journey for the Hindus who have been
coming to Prayagraj from all parts of India and
the world.

For people in the US, it is rather scary to even
imagine being a part of such large gatherings, let
alone being there in person.

(The writer is a development economist at the Columbia
Climate School at Columbia University and a Padma Shri
awardee. Views expressed are personal)

keostrategic communication: Need for a
new global information order

world has undergone an astronomical shift.

From backroom diplomacy to high-profile
summits, from hushed alliances to social media-dri-
ven narratives, the landscape of global communi-
cation is more intricate, focused and instant. Yet, the
structures guiding this flow of information remain
relics of a bygone era.

The world has evolved, but the framework gov-
erning its communication has not. It is time to
reimagine and reframe, a new global information
order is not just desirable, but essential.

As the world steps into this new chapter of geopo-
litical shifts, communication strategies are becom-
ing more sophisticated, dynamic, and multidimen-
sional. The need of the hour is to analyse new insti-
tutional structures in the shifting political landscape
and the major geopolitical developments. The evolv-
ing political climate is challenging traditional par-
adigms, compelling communication specialists,
diplomats, and policymakers to rethink how mes-
sages are crafted, delivered, and received on a glob-
al stage. The era demands a communication
framework that not only transcends borders but also
bridges communication gaps with precision authen-
ticity and timeliness. The last real effort to balance
global communication came in the 1970s with the
New World Information and Communication
Order (NWICO). Born from the recommendations
of the MacBride Commission, NWICO sought to
challenge media hegemony and build a more equi-
table information ecosystem. But the world has
moved light-years ahead since then. Digital revo-
lutions, social media, AI-driven content, and the col-
lapse of traditional media gatekeeping have rewrit-
ten the rules. Information today is less about access
and more about credibility, control, and interpre-
tation. The question is no longer who gets to speak,
but how narratives are crafted, consumed, and
manipulated. We now live in a world of instant grat-
ification, where attention spans are shorter than ever.
Information is expected to be quick, simplified, and
emotionally engaging. This ‘instant noodle syn-
drome’ of communication has transformed how
global narratives unfold. In the middle of a geopo-
litical crisis, or sudden diplomatic shifts, the first
response is not from policymakers but from trend-
ing hashtags and viral videos. Public perception
forms in real-time, often before official statements
are drafted. This new reality demands a shift in
approach. Diplomacy and governance can no
longer afford to treat communication as an after-
thought. Strategic messaging must be an integral part
of decision-making from the start, ensuring that
global narratives are shaped with intention rather
than left to the chaos of digital virality.

Geopolitical alliances have been positioned on the
pillars of economic cooperation, security, socio- eco-
nomic issues, commitment to equity, inclusiveness,
participation and cooperation. In an era where infor-
mation is power, their role must expand to shap-

The way we interact, negotiate, and perceive the

ing global communication standards.
Misinformation, propaganda wars, and Al-gener-
ated “deepfakes” have turned digital spaces into bat-
tlegrounds. By pooling their resources, alliances
could lead the charge in crafting a framework that
promotes transparency, accountability and
digital responsibility.

An information-sharing network between
alliances and institutions could facilitate counter-
coordinated disinformation campaigns. A standard-
ised approach to Al-driven content moderation
could set ethical boundaries for algorithmic influ-
ence. More importantly, these alliances can ensure
that information remains a tool for progress rather
than a weapon of manipulation.

As we stand at this technological crossroads, the
question is no longer whether AI will transform
communications-it already has. The real question
is how we shape this transformation to serve human-
ity’s best interests. The chal-
lenge lies not just in lever-
aging Al but in redefining

communication itself in
an era where technology
and human intellect must
coexist harmoniously.
Ultimately, AI's most pro-
found impact may be its
ability to compel us to re-
examine what meaningful
human connection looks
like in a digital world. As
we harness Al to amplify our messages, we must
ensure we do not lose sight of communication’s
essence-the human touch that transforms informa-
tion into understanding and dialogue into trust.

Artificial Intelligence (AI) is no longer a futur-
istic concept, it is the present. Al writes news arti-
cles, curates social media feeds, and even shapes
political narratives. While it enhances efficiency, it
also raises critical concerns. Who controls the algo-
rithms? What biases are embedded in machine-gen-
erated content? Without a global framework, AI-
driven information dissemination is an unchecked
force that can either unify or divide societies.

At the same time, Gen Z-the digital-native gen-
eration-has become an undeniable force in global
discourse. Their ability to mobilise, influence, and
disrupt traditional narratives through social media
is unmatched. A new information order must
account for this shift, incorporating digital litera-
cy, responsible Al governance, and fact-checking
mechanisms into the larger conversation.

A new information order cannot be an abstract
idea, it needs a tangible structure. The United
Nations General Assembly (UNGA) should spear-
head discussions on an international information
governance framework, establishing a “Threshold
Agreement for Global Communication’ Such an ini-
tiative should include Ethical Standards for AI-gen-
erated content to ensure transparency and reduce
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algorithmic biases. It must also introduce a crisis
communication protocol to prevent misinformation
spirals during global emergencies. Additionally, a
global fact-checking consortium should be estab-
lished to unite journalists, researchers, and policy-
makers in a collaborative effort to combat digital
disinformation. Lastly, balanced digital
sovereignty measures are essential to allow coun-
tries to maintain narrative control without suppress-
ing free speech.

‘What we acquire is a renewed collaborative effort
to establish a new “Global Information order’, a plat-
form established institutionally to bridge the gap in
the medium and message equation. The 7Rs in com-
munication ie, relevance, relatability, response,
revival, reconnection, reconstruction, and reposi-
tion need to be mainstreamed in the geopolitical set-
ting. The new global order must work towards the
framework that calibrates perceptions, builds rela-
tionships and drives action based on mutually agree-
able communication tools. This mode should inte-
grate rather than disconnect and create gaps and
place a narrative that addresses opportunity, expe-
riences and the vision of mutual coexistence. The
changing geopolitical reality of 2025 highlights the
need for adaptability in communication. Traditional
media must evolve to remain relevant, embracing
digital innovations and audience-centric approach-
es. Meanwhile, social media must grapple with issues
of misinformation, polarisation, and echo chambers,
striving to become a platform that unites rather than
divides. In this era, communication is no longer just
about delivering a message,it is about shaping per-
ceptions, building relationships, and driving action.

As the world becomes increasingly interconnect-
ed, the ability to communicate effectively will be one
of the most powerful tools in navigating the com-
plexities of a neo-geopolitical era. For too long, com-
munication has been seen as a mere tool, a final step
to package decisions and policies for public con-
sumption. That mindset is outdated and ineffective.
In today’s world, perception is as powerful as pol-
icy, and messaging is as critical as the action itself.
Strategic communication must be embedded into
policymaking from the outset, ensuring that every
decision carries a clear, coherent, and credible mes-
sage. A new global information order is not about
control, it is about coherence. It is about ensuring
that in an age of instant narratives, the truth is not
lost in the noise. It is about fostering a communi-
cation ecosystem that is resilient, transparent, and
aligned with the evolving digital landscape. The
world has already changed. Now, it is time for our
information order to catch up.

What we need is a renewed collaborative effort
to establish a new “Global Information order’, a plat-
form established institutionally to bridge the gap in
the medium and message equation.

(The writer is former civil servant. Views expressed are
personal)

Overcoming our
addiction to sugar and salt

h, I am a sweets person, or “I prefer salty
O food” But have we pondered what is at the

root of these cravings? Can a salty person
become a sweet person, or vice versa?

Invariably craving for sugary and salty foods
arises from various factors, which include stress,
dehydration, sleep deprivation, nutritional defi-
ciencies, emotional upheavals such as tragedies,
illness, separation, bulimia, premenstrual syn-
drome or an individual unable to achieve his/her
goals in life.

Such foods trigger the release of dopamine
which tends to provide a temporary sense of com-
fort or rush of energy. It is pyrrhic and provides
a temporary high to the mind which has a long-
term impact on the gut and our physical and
mental wellbeing. Upon quitting alcohol, I devel-
oped a strong craving for sweets. Sweets
were to replace spirits as I embarked on
my journey of sobriety.

Now I am making a serious attempt
to kick this habit. The mind yearns for
something sweet after every meal. By
eating refined sugar not only does an
individual add weight at all the wrong
places in the body which makes him
or her appear ungainly, sugar is also
hazardous for the gut.

“How will you do yoga watching me
gorging a delicious pastry;” my Yoga
teacher admonished me.

The problem begins at the level of
the abdomen and slowly, but surely spreads to
various parts of the body. Sugar addiction is as
deleterious as being hooked on cocaine. A close
relative, also a doctor by training, talking about
her husband, a former alcoholic, mentioned, “So
long as he does not drink, sweets are fine”

But excessive consumption of sweets is equal-
ly dangerous to the body. Be it white or brown,
sugar remains an anathema. The same applies to
the excessive intake of salt. Excessive salt caus-
es high blood pressure and cardiac-related ail-
ments. Recently I read a thought-provoking arti-
cle by a runner. For the last forty years, this gen-
tleman had been running incessantly across the
country and was sprightly and fit.

He also advocates running barefoot quite like
the celebrity Milind Soman. The runner cham-
pions a no-sugar and no-salt diet. “Humans get
adequate quota of salt from the vegetables we par-
take,” says the runner.

Excess of sugar causes Diabetes Mellitus or DM.
The disease is a chronic condition that is asso-
ciated with abnormally high levels of sugar
(glucose) in the blood. The common symptoms
associated with diabetes are reflected in exces-
sive urination, uncontrolled thirst, weight loss,
pangs of hunger, fatigue, skin-related problems,
tardy healing of wounds and injuries, yeast infec-
tion and tingling or numbness in feet and toes.
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Diabetes, like high blood pressure, is a silent killer
if left untreated.

Therefore, a combination of dietary habits,
change in lifestyle patterns and a positive
approach to life is paramount to combat the Scylla
and Charybdis of diabetes and blood pressure.

Overweight people, obese individuals, those
leading a sedentary lifestyle, humans with a fam-
ily history of diabetes, those suffering from hyper-
tension and hypotension, low levels of HDL
(efficacious cholesterol) and elevated triglycerides
are all prone to be afflicted by Diabetes Mellitus.

Madhumeha Mukt Bharat is a Nationwide
Stop-Diabetes Movement under the aegis of
Swami Vivekanand Yoga Anusthana Samsthana
(SVYASA), Bengaluru, to spread awareness
about diabetes and to aid in its prevention among

a wide cross-section of Indians across the
country, using the ancient holistic
approach of yoga.

The Art of Living is supporting
SVYASA in their noble efforts to pro-
mote health and harmony. Therefore,
on World Diabetes Day that is on
November 14, an event was flagged off,
the first training programme for Yoga
Teachers for Diabetes Management was
held at the Bangalore Ashram of the
Art of Living.

Several other schools of yoga and
other organisations too participated in
the workshop. Around 100 teachers of

the Art of Living are being identified to tackle the
menace of diabetes and provide holistic treatment
through yoga. There is a Zen story about a monk
named Haku as he learned from his master about
the impermanent and temporary nature of life as
one feels after drinking a coke, eating a pastry,
or consuming a packet of chips.

Through the simple act of tasting salt and sugar,
Haku grasped the truth that beneath the chang-
ing phenomena of life, there is an enduring
essence. Giving up salt and sugar required train-
ing of the mind. This is simple Zen story which
ignites our minds to reflect on the nature of exis-
tence, reality and impermanence of human life.

To begin with we need to train our minds to
unflinchingly say no to sugar and salt. Can we?
Maybe the mind would resist this change, but cer-
tainly, humans can take baby steps by reducing
the quantities significantly and will soon see rad-
ical changes in their bodies, minds, and souls.

By consciously reducing our intake of sugar and
salt, we take the first step toward a healthier body
and mind. With discipline and awareness, we can
break free from cravings and embrace a more bal-
anced, fulfilling life.

(The writer is the CEO of Chhattisgarh East Railway Ltd and
Chhattisgarh East West Railway Ltd. Views expressed are

personal)
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old climbs

Rs 235 to

Rs 90,685 per10 g

rebounded by Rs 235 to Rs 90,685 per 10 grams on

Wednesday amid firm global trends, according to the All
India Sarafa Association. On Tuesday, the yellow metal of 99.9
per cent purity had ended at Rs 90,450 per 10 grams. Gold of
99.5 per cent purity rose by Rs 235 to Rs 90,235 per 10
grams against the previous close of Rs 90,000 per 10 grams.
Traders said fresh buying by retailers after recent losses led to
the recovery in gold prices. Firm global trends also influenced
the sentiment, they said. Silver prices also recovered by Rs
1,500 to Rs 1,01,500 per kg. The white metal had settled at
Rs 1,00,000 per kg on Tuesday. Meanwhile, spot gold traded
0.16 per cent higher at USD 3,024.96 per ounce in the global
markets. Also, Comex gold futures for April delivery in the

Cutting short the four-day losing streak, gold prices

Asian market hours quoted higher at USD 3,059.10 per
ounce. "Gold edged slightly higher on Wednesday, buoyed by
safe haven demand and strong inflow from gold-backed
Exchange Traded Funds (ETFs). "The uncertainty surrounding
US President Donald Trump’s reciprocal tariff decision on
April 2 appears to be a crucial factor supporting safe-haven
metal gold," Saumil Gandhi, Senior Analyst of Commaodities at

HDFC Securities, said.
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Rupee rises 3 paise
against US dollar

higher by 3 paise at 85.69 (provisional) against the US

The rupee pared its initial losses and settled for the day

dollar on Wednesday, supported by a resurgence of
foreign fund inflows. Forex dealers said the rupee is facing
renewed pressure on liquidity constraints, concerns over
reciprocal tariff implementations and month-end demand for
the US currency from importers. At the interbank foreign
exchange, the rupee opened at 85.71 then touched an
intraday high of 85.68 and a low of 85.98 against the
greenback. The unit ended the session at 85.69 (provisional)
against the dollar, registering a gain of 3 paise from its
previous closing level. On Tuesday, the rupee snapped its
seven-session rally and settled with a loss of 11 paise at
85.72 against the US dollar. "The Indian rupee gained
strength following a short pause on Tuesday, driven by a
resurgence of foreign fund inflows. In addition, foreign banks
and exporters played a key role by increasing the supply of
dollars into the market," Dilip Parmar — Senior Research
Analyst, HDFC Securities, said. However, trading volumes
remained subdued as market participants made necessary
adjustments ahead of the fiscal year-end, Parmar noted.
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Amazon expands grocery
service to over 170 cities

has expanded the reach of its grocery service, Amazon

E-commerce major Amazon India on Wednesday said it

Fresh, to more than 170 cities and towns across the
country. Amazon Fresh was already operational in 130 cities.
This expansion comes as the service reported a 50 per cent
year-over-year growth in the second half of 2024 compared
to the same period in 2023. South India is driving the service
with 50 per cent growth compared to 2023, followed by
Eastern regions at 40 per cent, according to a company
statement. "Our expansion to 170+ cities/towns allows
Amazon Fresh to extend its reach into India’s tier-2, tier-3
cities/towns and beyond, offering consumers access to high-
quality groceries at competitive prices, delivered conveniently
to their doorstep. “With 50 per cent growth in the second
half of 24’ vs 23’, we have seen consumers have appreciated
Amazon Fresh for savings, vast selection, and reliable slotted
deliveries," Srikant Sree Ram, Director of Amazon Fresh
India, said. Amazon Fresh offers grocery items, including
fresh fruits, vegetables, dairy products such as milk and
bread, frozen goods, beauty and personal care products,
baby care essentials, and pet supplies.

India likely to add 150

PNS B NEW DELHI

India is expected to add 130-150
million new room air condition-
ers (ACs) over the next decade
which could increase the coun-
try's peak power demand by
more than 180 gigawatts (GW)
by 2035, straining the power sys-
tem, according to a new study
published on Wednesday.

The study by the India Energy
and Climate Center (IECC) at
the University of California (UC)
in Berkeley said the fastest-
developing major economy can

avoid severe power shortages and
save consumers up to Rs 2.2 lakh
crore (USD 26 billion) by dou-
bling the energy efficiency of
room ACs over the next 10
years.

India adds 10-15 million new
ACs annually, with another
130-150 million expected over
the next decade. Without policy
intervention, ACs alone could
drive 120 GW of peak power
demand by 2030 and 180 GW by
2035, nearly 30 per cent of the
projected totals, the study said.

"This growth is outpacing

VOB Pyt investments can help India

overpower glohal risks: Finmin

PNS B NEW DELHI

Making a strong case for
increasing private investment,
the finance ministry on
Wednesday in a report said it
can help the country overcome
risks to the growth emanating
from external factors.

The report emphasised that
the private sector should draw
comfort from resilience of the
Indian economy and its steady
growth outlook.

"It is essential that the indus-
try recognises the mutual
endogeneity of its investment
spending and consumption
demand," the February edition
of Monthly Economic Review
released by Department of
Economic Affairs said.

Pointing out that consump-
tion is expected to get a leg-up
with relief in income tax and
reduction in policy rate by the
RBI, the report said, the private
sector should pick up signals
from these steps and start
making investment towards
capacity expansion.

Domestic private sector cap-
ital formation, focused on
India’s solid fundamentals and
economic prospects, will be an
important driver of economic
growth in FY26, it said.

"The proposed changes in
the personal income tax struc-
ture are expected to improve
the disposable incomes of the
middle class and their con-

sumption. The 25-basis point
policy rate cut in February, as
part of a more accommodative
monetary policy and enhanced
liquidity provisions, can also
bolster the growth momen-
tum," it said.

The Union Budget’s focus on
longer-term development dri-
vers and reforms, anchored
around the ambition of Viksit
Bharat, adds to the confidence
in domestic economic
resilience amidst significant
global uncertainties, it added.

On inflation, the report said,
it has eased to a seven-month
low in February 2025, driven
by falling food inflation.

The expectation of record

production of foodgrains in
2024-25 will help moderate
food inflation in the coming
months, it said.

On the external front, it
said, core merchandise exports
have demonstrated notable
resilience, growing by 8.2 per
cent during FY25 (April to
February).

Gross FDI inflows remain
robust, increasing by 12.4 per
cent during FY25 (April to
January). The foreign exchange
reserves are adequate to cover
more than 11 months of
imports.

The global economy contin-
ues to be characterised by ele-
vated uncertainty stemming

from geopolitical tensions and
trade policy developments, the
report noted.

In the face of such strong
global headwinds, it said, eco-
nomic growth picked up in Q3
of FY25, driven by a recovery
in private consumption and an
increase in core merchandise
(non-oil, nonbullion) exports.

"Vigorous agricultural activ-
ity has supported rural
demand. High-frequency indi-
cators of economic activity
suggest improved growth
momentum in Q4 of FY25,
with eway bills showing dou-
ble-digit growth and PMI
indices remaining in the
expansionary zone," it said.

‘More than a fifth of
super rich want to
migrate out of India’

PNS B MUMBAI

At least 22 per cent super rich
Indians wish to leave the coun-
try due to factors like living con-
ditions here, better standard of
life abroad and also easier busi-
ness environment in other coun-
tries, a survey said on
Wednesday.

The survey of 150 ultra high
networth individuals said that
the US, UK, Australia, Canada
and even UAE due to its gold-
en visa scheme are the favourite
destinations where the rich pre-
fer to settle down.

Kotak Private, a leading
wealth manager in the country
which undertook the survey in
association with consultancy
EY, said 25 lakh Indians migrate
to other countries every year as
per the foreign ministry.

"One in five ultra HNIs sur-
veyed are currently in the

process of or plan to migrate,"

the survey findings said, adding
most of them intend to reside in
their host country of choice per-
manently while retaining their
Indian citizenship.

They seek improved standard
of living, healthcare solutions,
education or lifestyle, the survey
said, adding that over two-
thirds said smoothening of busi-
ness operations is a key driver for
them.

Calling the migration deci-
sion as an "investment in the
future”, the survey also said
that pursuit of excellent higher
education for their children
leads them to make the choice.

Kotak Mahindra Bank's pres-
ident Gautami Gavankar, how-
ever, said the decision to migrate
should not be seen as a flight of
capital out of the country, point-
ing out that the caps on such
activities ensure that the money
does not flow out even if a per-
son changes residency.

Sikkim CM

PNS B GANGTOK

Sikkim Chief Minister Prem
Singh Tamang on Wednesday
presented in the assembly a
budget of Rs 16,196 crore for
the 2025-26 fiscal with a focus
on empowering youth, uplift-
ing farmers, investing in infra-
structure and ensuring finan-
cial discipline.

The budget comprises Rs
11,028 crore of revenue expen-
diture and Rs 5,168 crore of

presents Rs 16,196 cr Budget for 2025-26

capital outlay.

The devolution of taxes from
the Centre was estimated at Rs
5,519 crore, a leading source of
receipts, along with Rs 2,600
crore that the central govern-
ment will provide to Sikkim as
grants and aids in 2025-26, said
Tamang, who also holds the
finance portfolio.

The state government will
generate its own tax revenue
worth Rs 2,076 crore and non-
tax revenue to the tune of Rs
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1,007 crore, he said, adding that

Rs 2,651 crore will be raised

through borrowing.

The chief minister said that
a provision of Rs 2,896 crore

has been made in the next fis-
cal year's budget for the state
government's contributions to
the centrally sponsored
schemes with a goal to max-
imise the development of the
Himalayan state.

At the end of the presenta-
tion of his seventh consecutive
budget on the second day of
the ongoing session, Tamang
said that the budget reflects the
SKM government's commit-
ment towards fiscal prudence

for sustainable development
and the welfare of the people of
Sikkim.

"I presented the 7th consec-
utive annual budget for the
financial year 2025-26 of our
government since we took over
the governance of Sikkim in
2019. The budget reflects our
government’s commitment
towards fiscal prudence for
sustainable development and
the welfare of our people," he
said.

India’s exports are hound to grow
despite global uncertainties: DGFT

PNS B NEW DELHI

India's exports are bound to
grow in the coming years
despite uncertainties over
global trade and tariff, a senior
government official said on
Wednesday.

Director General of Foreign
Trade Santosh Kumar Sarangi
said that exporters should
tread the path pragmatically
and wisely to navigate the
current global trade contours.

He also said that the current
scenario presents a "golden”
opportunity for India to do a
variety of things which will
propel exports and increase
manufacturing competitive-
ness. Despite the "uncertain-
ties relating to trade and tar-
iff, our exports are bound to
grow in future years," he said
at the Sourcex India 2025
show. It was organised by the
Federation of Indian Export
Organisations (FIEO).

Adani Group keen to acquire Jaiprakash
Assaciates by insolvency: Sources

PNS B NEW DELHI

Business conglomerate Adani
Group has shown interest in
acquiring Jaiprakash Associates
Ltd (JAL) through an insolven-
cy process, according to sources.

Jaypee Group's flagship firm
JAL, which is into cement,
power, hotels, construction and
real estate businesses, has been
admitted into the corporate

insolvency resolution process
under the Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code, 2016,
through an order dated June 3,
2024, passed by the National
Company Law Tribunal,
Allahabad Bench.

Sources said that Adani
Group has submitted an
Expression of Interest (EOI) to
acquire the bankrupt JAL.

Earlier this month, the

National Company Law
Tribunal (NCLT) directed that
the resolution plans to acquire
JAL through the insolvency
process should be invited for the
entire company as a going con-
cern and not by dividing its dif-
ferent business verticals. The
JAL's total outstanding loans
from banks and financial insti-
tutions stood at Rs 55,493.43
crore as of February 20, 2025.

RBlannounces
MPC schedule for
FY26; first rates
decision on April 9

PNS B MUMBAI

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) on Wednesday
announced the schedule for
the bi-monthly monetary
policy committee (MPC)
meetings for financial year
2025-26.

The rate-setting panel
will hold its first meeting of
the fiscal from April 7-9
and the next will begin on
June 4, as per an official
statement.

Typically, the six-member
panel votes on a resolution
on the third day of the
meeting and the governor
announces the decision in
the first half of the day after
the vote is completed.

The second bi-monthly
policy review meeting will
end on June 6, the state-
ment said, adding that this
will be followed by three-
day meetings in August,
September, December, and
February.

Chhattisgarh offers round-the-
clock support for investors

PNS B BENGALURU

Chhattisgarh Chief Minister
Vishnu Deo Sai on Wednesday
assured the investors in
Bengaluru that he would be
available round-the-clock to
listen to their concerns and
provide assistance.

Making a pitch for invest-
ment during the ‘Chhattisgarh
Investor Connect’ event organ-
ised here, Sai apprised the
business community in
Bengaluru of the availability of
minerals and natural resources
in the state.

He also highlighted the
investor-friendly industrial
policy, which is designed to
ensure ease of doing business.

“I invite you to invest in the
growth engine of the country.
We are offering you a red-car-

pet welcome. Our team is
working tirelessly to make the
state an investment destina-
tion,” the CM said.

“There is a team always
ready to welcome you and
help you set up your venture in
the state. Being the Chief
Minister of state I will be there
with you. Whenever you feel
my help, I am ready to listen to
you round-the-clock?”

The Chhattisgarh govern-
ment also signed a

Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with
NASSCOM to boost the state's
development and generate
employment opportunities.

Sai also met NASSCOM
vice president Srikant
Srinivasan and other represen-
tatives at the Investors Connect
Meet in Bengaluru and under-
lined the immense possibilities
in skill sector.

He noted that Raipur is
home to prestigious education-
al institutions like IIT, NIT,
AIIMS, and IIIT, which are
producing skilled youth ready
for the job market.

The government also plans
to enhance employability by
signing skilling contracts with
colleges, ensuring students are
prepared for industry-specific
roles, he added.

million room ACs by 2035: Study
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India's power supply and could
lead to serious electricity short-
ages as early as 2026," said Nikit
Abhyankar, the study's lead
author and UC Berkeley faculty.

"ACs are becoming one of the
biggest drivers of peak demand,
and without intervention, we risk

blackouts or costly emergency
fixes. But with smart policy, we
can turn this into a win for con-
sumers, manufacturers and the
grid," he said.

PTTreported on Monday that
India is likely to experience a nine
to 10 per cent growth in peak
electricity demand this summer
with the country expected to
experience more heat waves.

Last year, the all-India peak
electricity demand crossed 250
GW on May 30, which was 6.3
per cent higher than the projec-
tions. Climate change-induced

heat stress is one of the key fac-
tors driving electricity demand.

The share of the household
sector in India's total electricity
consumption increased from 22
per cent in 2012-13 to 25 per cent
in 2022-23. Much of this rise can
be attributed to economic growth
and the increasing need for cool-
ing due to rising temperatures,
experts say.

In the summer of 2024, room
air conditioner sales surged by 40
to 50 per cent year-on-year
amid record-breaking tempera-
tures.

Govt says 45,811
cooperative
societies under
liquidation

PNS B NEW DELHI

Cooperation Minister Amit
Shah on Wednesday said
about 45,811 cooperative
societies are under liquida-
tion.

Shah, in a written reply to
the Rajya Sabha, said there
are 8.32 lakh cooperative
societies as per the National
Cooperative Database.

"Out of the total 8,32,103
cooperative societies,
6,37,221 are functional, and
45,811 are under liquidation
stage in India as of March 1,
2025," he said.

Over 1.50 lakh cooperative
societies are non-functional.

However, since formation
of a separate cooperation
ministry in July 2021, the
government has taken sever-
al initiatives to strengthen the
sector, he added.

Replying to another query,
the minister said there is a
steady increase in budget
allocation over past three
years which has a positive
impact in enabling the min-
istry to implement its key
cooperative initiatives in an
efficient manner.

Sensex falls hy 728 pts,
snaps 7-day gaining streak

PNS B MUMBAI

Stock markets snapped the
seven-day winning run on
Wednesday with benchmark
Sensex tanking 728 points due
to profit-taking in banking and
IT shares ahead of monthly
expiry of derivatives contracts.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
declined by 728.69 points or
0.93 per cent to settle at
77,288.50 as 25 of its compo-
nents closed in the red. During
the day, it slumped 822.97
points or 1.05 per cent to
77,194.22.

The NSE Nifty dropped
181.80 points or 0.77 per cent
to 23,486.85.

In the past seven trading

days, the BSE benchmark index
jumped 4,188.28 points or 5.67
per cent. The Nifty surged
1,271.45 points or 5.67 per
cent during the same period.

From the Sensex pack,
NTPC, Tech Mahindra,
Zomato, Axis Bank, Bajaj
Finance, Infosys, Maruti, State
Bank of India, Kotak
Mahindra Bank, Reliance
Industries, Hindustan
Unilever, and HDFC Bank
were the losers.
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inancial literacy is a fundamental life
skill that helps individuals make
informed  financial ~ decisions.
Despite its importance, financial
education is often overlooked in
traditional ~ school  curricula.
However, Zee Learn Ltd. has taken significant
steps to change this through its Financial
Literacy Programme (FLiP) at Mount Litera Zee
Schools (MLZS). In an exclusive interview with
The Pioneer, Manish Rastogi, CEO of Zee Learn
Ltd., discusses how financial literacy is
integrated into their curriculum, why it is crucial
for students and the innovative methods they
use to prepare young minds for the complexities
of personal finance.

According to him, financial education should
start early to ensure children develop
responsible financial habits that last a
lifetime. He believes that introducing
children to budgeting at an early age
helps them understand how to allocate
money for different purposes, such as
saving, spending, and sharing. To make
these concepts practical, students
participate in exercises like creating a budget
for a small project or managing a limited
allowance.

“The Financial Literacy Programme (FLiP) at Mount Litera
Zee Schools started almost a decade ago and is one of our
flagship programs. We have printed and digital resources for
both learners and facilitators. The approach is friendly and
functional, with the right mix of theory, activities, reflective
journals, financial planning templates and case-based
studies,” Rastogi explains.

Unlike many schools that follow CBSE’s recommendation
of introducing financial literacy as a vocational skill in
Grade 6, they begin financial education as early as Grade
4. The FLIP curriculum is designed to gradually introduce
students to financial concepts in a structured and
engaging manner.

Financial literacy at Zee Learn is not limited to basic money
management; it is a structured program that helps students
understand essential financial concepts in depth. As part of
the curriculum, students participate in activities such as
planning a birthday party or a family vacation within a
specific budget. The program also ensures that students
clearly understand important financial distinctions, such as
the difference between needs and wants, saving and
investments, money and wealth, assets and liabilities, active
and passive income and deficit and surplus.

Rastogi emphasises that senior students at MLZS receive an
introduction to financial markets, including stocks, mutual
funds, systematic investment plans (SIPs) and real estate.
These topics are seamlessly integrated into students’ daily
vocabulary alongside conventional saving methods such as
bank savings and fixed deposits. He believes that providing
early exposure to these concepts ensures students develop
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Financial literacy is a crucial life
skill that empowers students to
make informed decisions about
money from an early age.
Manish Rastogi, CEQ of Zee
Learn Ltd, discusses going
beyond theory, using
interactive activities like
budgeting exercises, real-world
case studies and
entrepreneurial projects to
ensure students grasp essential
financial concepts
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Beyond texthooks,
ringing finance to life

or saving for specific needs. Storytelling, case studies and
real-world scenarios help students develop critical thinking
and problem-solving skills in finance,” he explains.

One of the most engaging aspects of the FLIP initiative is
Culmination Week, which takes place every December.
During this event, students apply their financial skills in a
real-world setting by setting up stalls, creating and selling
handmade artifacts and food items, earning money,
saving their profits and donating a portion to charity. This
hands-on experience helps students understand the
principles of earning, saving and sharing in a practical
and meaningful way.

“MLZS conducts, in December, a dedicated Culmination
Week on the successful completion of the FLiP module for
the year. During this week, Mount Literans set stalls, create
and sell artifacts, food items, earn, save and share them with
the needy,” he says.

Starting from the academic year 2024-25, financial literacy
assignments and projects will be graded and included in
students’ report cards, further reinforcing the importance of
financial education. Additionally, students are introduced to
entrepreneurial concepts, including the difference between a
businessman and an entrepreneur, as well as how to set
SMART (Specific, Measurable, Achievable, Relevant and
Time-bound) goals.

They recognise the importance of incorporating
digital tools and apps into financial education. In
today’s technology-driven world, financial
transactions and investments are increasingly
conducted online, making digital financial
literacy a necessity. The institution encourages
students to use interactive digital platforms to
enhance their understanding of budgeting,
saving and investing. “In an era marked by rapid
technological advancements, we encourage
leveraging educational apps and online
resources focused on financial literacy. Many
interactive tools are designed to make learning
about money engaging and accessible for
children,” he explains.

However, while technology provides many
benefits, Zee Learn also ensures that students
are educated on the risks associated with digital
financial transactions. Rastogi emphasises that
students must develop a responsible approach

a strong foundation in financial

management, allowing them to navigate

real-world financial challenges with
confidence.

He firmly believes that financial literacy is
more than just an academic subject—it is a
crucial life skill that prepares students to make informed
financial decisions throughout their lives. He sees schools as
playing a vital role in shaping students’ financial habits and
believes that it's approach ensures students are empowered
with financial knowledge without any commercial bias.
“Schools serve as the cradle of knowledge, offering a
unique opportunity to instill financial values early on. We
advocate for a curriculum that imparts practical financial
skills without commercial intent. By introducing basic
financial principles in schools, we empower students to
navigate the complexities of an ever-changing economic
landscape. Such knowledge fosters a sense of financial
responsibility and resilience,” he says. By fostering financial
literacy from a young age, they aim to develop well-rounded
individuals who are capable of making sound financial
decisions in the future.

To ensure financial literacy is not just a theoretical concept,
the FLiP program includes engaging and interactive
activities. One of the key exercises asks students to analyse
their financial standing by answering three critical questions:
“Where am |?”, “Where do | want to go?”, and “How do | get
there?” Another module requires students to imagine a
scenario in which they must save money for a course they
plan to join in the future. These exercises encourage
students to think critically about their financial goals and
develop a plan to achieve them.

“In one of the MLZS FLiP modules, students analyze their
financial standing, set future financial goals, and develop a
plan to achieve them. They are also encouraged to create
budgets for real-life situations, such as planning vacations

to using financial technology to ensure their
safety. “While exposing learners to technology
and its benefits, we also ensure they understand the
potential risks, especially when using digital platforms for
money transactions,” he notes.

Financial education does not stop at school. Rastogi
highlights the critical role parents play in reinforcing financial
literacy at home. Zee Learn actively involves parents by
encouraging them to have open discussions with their
children about money, budgeting and saving. He believes that
involving children in financial conversations at an early age
helps them develop a responsible and informed approach to
money management.

“Parents serve as the primary influencers in shaping their
children’s attitudes and behavior towards money. We
encourage them to have open and age-appropriate
discussions about financial matters. Involving children in
financial conversations helps demystify the topic and fosters
a healthy attitude towards money,” he says.

Setting family savings goals is another practice they
encourage, as it provides children with real-life
demonstrations of financial planning. He beligves that
financial literacy should be a shared responsibility between
schools, parents and society.

They remain committed to continuously evolving and
expanding its financial literacy curriculum. He acknowledges
that education is an ever-evolving process and that financial
literacy programs must be periodically updated to reflect
changing economic dynamics.

“Education is an ever-evolving process that needs periodic
transformations, both from a micro and macro perspective.
Qur focus is core education—making our students global
citizens while supplementing them with life skills like
financial planning,” he shares.

Zee Learn plans to introduce new modules that will help
students stay updated with financial trends and
technological advancements.
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Chef Nayanjyoti
Saikya on food, music, and
cultural connections

However, the journey was not without its challenges. A few months
ago, he opened his own restaurant, only to face unexpected hurdles. “It
was tough, but we didn’t give up. We recently re-opened the restaurant,
and it's doing great. | couldn’t be happier,” he says.
Saikya’s time on MasterChef India changed his perspective on food.
Initially drawn to European and Asian cuisines, he soon realised the lack
of representation of Northeastern Indian food. This realisation turned
into a mission. “Our ingredients and flavors deserve recognition. Many
parts of India—and even the world—are unaware of the richness of
Northeastern cuisine. | want to change that.”
He now actively incorporates Northeastern elements into global dishes.
At Zomaland's Table for Everyone, one of his featured creations is Pani
Pitha served in a taco format—an innovative blend of Assamese
tradition with international appeal. For Saikya, food is more than
sustenance—it's a means of storytelling and connection. Inspired by
the film The Hundred-Foot Journey, he believes in the power of food
to evoke memories. “Whenever | meet someone, | connect with them
through food. Their culinary inspirations, the stories behind their
dishes—it all fascinates me. Cooking is my love language and sharing
food is my way of expressing care.”
The Table for Everyone event aligns perfectly with this belief, focusing
on meaningful conversations over great food. “I want attendees to
experience the effort and thought behind each dish. | hope they leave
with a deeper appreciation for the flavours and the cultural stories
embedded in the food.” At Zomaland, Saikya is hosting a live cooking
demo and masterclass, blending the magic of cooking with electrifying
DJ beats. He shares, “Today, I'm making a unique vegetarian burger
infused with special herbs. | used to be shy about cooking in front of
an audience, but now | enjoy explaining the process and watching
people react to my creations.”
Music plays an essential role in his cooking process. “When I'm baking,
| prefer soft lo-fi music. When I'm grilling or barbecuing, I love country
music. The right atmosphere enhances the entire culinary experience.”
The Magic of Sharing Zone at the event embodies the joy of sharing
food and stories. For Saikya, this philosophy is deeply personal. “|
travel solo a lot, and food has always been my way of connecting with
strangers. Whether it's cooking during a camping trip or buying
ingredients from a local market, | love sharing stories through food.”
For the event, he has carefully curated a menu that reflects his
Assamese roots while celebrating Kolkata's rich culinary
heritage. “Initially, | wanted to include more European
and Pan-Asian dishes, but the other chefs encouraged
me to focus on regional flavors. We're incorporating
ingredients like kasundi (Bengali mustard sauce) and
prawns in a curry inspired by local flavors.” One of
the highlights of Saikya’s menu at Table for Everyone
is his prawn curry cooked with coconut and
pineapple—a dish close to his heart. “A similar
~ dish won me the MasterChef title. It represents my
journey and the fusion of different Indian flavors. |
want attendees to experience the same emotions |
felt when | created it.”
As someone who constantly pushes creative
boundaries, Saikya believes in making food an
experience. “Most people enjoy trying new
flavors, but they may not always realise
the effort behind each dish. Today,
I'm  bringing  together
elements from South India,
North India, and the
Northeast, all on one
plate. | want people to
remember these flavors
long after the event is
~ over”
With Zomaland’s Table
for Everyone, Saikya
hopes to create not
just a culinary
experience but lasting
memories. “Food can
tell a story, and | want
my dishes to leave an
7impression—
somethlng people  will
' cherish and talk about for
°  years to come.”

TEJAL SINHA
tejal.sinha30@gmail.com

rom sketching engineering diagrams to plating up gourmet
masterpieces, Chef Nayanjyoti Saikya’s journey is a feast of
passion, creativity, and unexpected twists. Hailing from
Assam, his love for cooking started in childhood, but it was
his victory in MasterChef India Season 7 that turned his
culinary dreams into reality. Today, he’s not just a chef—
he’s a storyteller, weaving flavors and culture into every dish. As he
takes the spotlight at Zomaland’s Table for Everyone, Chef Nayan isn’t
just serving food—he’s serving experiences, proving that the best
recipes come from following one’s heart.
Saikya's love for food started at a young age, growing up in a joint
family where cooking was an everyday affair. He recalls, “I was barely
eight or nine years old when | first became fascinated by cooking. My
mother and aunts would prepare the same dish, yet each version tasted
different. That intrigued me. It made me realise that food is an art and
every cook has their own signature style.”
Despite this deep-rooted interest, he initially pursued engineering and
even worked for a company for three months. However, during the
COVID-19 lockdown, his passion for food reignited. He began
experimenting with flavours, innovating new dishes, and eventually
received an invitation to participate in MasterChef India.
Competing in MasterChef India Season 7 was a turning point for
Saikya. While initially nervous about how he would perform, stepping
into the MasterChef kitchen felt surreal. “When | met the chefs for the
first time, | felt like my life had come full circle. | had no complaints.
That's when my journey truly began,” he shares.
Winning the competition opened up new opportunities—brand
collaborations, television appearances and a growing fanbase.

In an exclusive chat with

The Pioneer, Chef Nayanjyoti
Saikya delved into his culinary
philosophy, his transition from
engineering to;the world of
gourmet cuisinejand h|s

flavors. His'journeyifrom
MasterChef Indial s
champion to anjindustry
trailblazer has/been’
marked by a deep
commitment;to
storytelling

through food

The rising hub for homebuyers and investors

avi Mumbai, envisioned as a counter-magnet to Mumbai’s burgeoning population
and infrastructural challenges, has matured into a city that harmoniously blends
affordability, robust infrastructure and sustainable urban planning. This
evolution positions Navi Mumbai as an increasingly attractive destination for
homebuyers seeking hoth value and quality of life.

STRATEGIC INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENTS ENHANCING CONNECTIVITY
Central to Navi Mumbai's appeal is its strategic infrastructure projects aimed at enhancing connectivity and fostering economic growth.

B Mumbai Trans Harbour Link (MTHL): This ambitious 21.8-kilometer six-lane bridge connects Sewri in South Mumbai to Chirle
in Navi Mumbai. Upon completion, it will be India’s longest sea bridge, significantly reducing travel time between Mumbai and
Navi Mumbai, thus acting as a catalyst for economic growth.

® Navi Mumbai International Airport: Situated near Panvel, this greenfield airport is designed to handle up to 9 million
passengers annually in its initial phase. Its development is expected to bolster the region’s economic landscape, attracting
businesses and enhancing the real estate market.

= Navi Mumhbai Metro Expansion: The upcoming metro lines aim to improve intra-city connectivity, linking key nodes and
reducing commute times. This development is anticipated to make Navi Mumbai more accessible and livable, further enhancing
its attractiveness to homebuyers.

WELL-PLANNED EMERGING RESIDENTIAL SUSTAINABLE URBAN PLANNING INVESTMENT POTENTIAL AND
URBAN HOTSPOTS INITIATIVES FUTURE PROSPECTS
RIEI‘I’)E(!\-SKII\.“IE$T Several nodes within Navi Mumbai Navi Mumbai’s development has been guided by The convergence of robust infrastructure, strategic
OF LIFE have emerged as prominent principles of sustainability. The city’s planning includes location and sustainable planning positions Navi

) ) residential hotspots, reflecting the extensive green belts, efficient waste management Mumbai as a promising investment destination.
Navi Mumbai’s urban growing confidence of systems and initiatives aimed at reducing the carbon Property values in key areas have shown consistent
plann_mg emphasises . homebuyers and investors in the footprint. These measures not only preserve the appreciation and with the completion of ongoing
sustainable growth, with region’s potential. environment but also enhance the living experience for projects like the MTHL and the international airport,

well-laid-out sectors,
ample green spaces and
a focus on reducing
congestion. The city's
design includes wide
roads, efficient public
transport systems and
dedicated zones for
residential, commercial
and industrial activities,
contributing to a
balanced urban
environment.

The presence of
numerous parks,
recreational areas and
water bodies enhances
the quality of life, offering
residents a serene
environment away from
the hustle and bustle of
Mumbai’s core. Lower
population density
compared to Mumbai
ensures less crowded
public spaces and a more
relaxed lifestyle.

® Kharghar: Known for its well-
developed infrastructure,
educational institutions and
recreational facilities, Kharghar
has seen a steady rise in housing
demand. Its proximity to the
upcoming international airport and
metro connectivity further
enhances its appeal.

m Ulwe: Strategically located near
the proposed Navi Mumbai
International Airport and the
MTHL, Ulwe is witnessing rapid
development. The planned coastal
road and metro projects are
expected to improve connectivity,
making it a promising investment
(estination.

 Taloja: With the upcoming
metro connectivity and its location
adjacent to the Mumbai-Pune
Expressway, Talojais emerging as
a budget-friendly residential hub.
The area’s growth potential is
attracting both end-users and
investors seeking long-term
appreciation.

residents. The emphasis on creating self-sufficient nodes
with necessary amenities reduces the need for long
commutes, thereby decreasing traffic congestion and
pollution. This thoughtful urban planning ensures that as
the city grows, it does so in a manner that is both
sustainable and conducive to a high quality of life.

ECONOMIC GROWTH AND
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

The infrastructural developments in Navi
Mumbai are not just enhancing connectivity
but are also driving economic growth.
The upcoming airport, improved road
networks and metro connectivity are
attracting businesses, leading to job
creation and increased commercial
activities. The presence of various industrial
zones and IT parks within Navi Mumbai
provides employment opportunities, making
it a self-sustaining urban
agglomeration. This economic
vibrancy adds to the city’s
appeal for homebuyers who
seek proximity to workplaces
along with residential
amenities.

this trend is expected to continue.
Investors are particularly drawn to the region due to
the potential for high returns on investment, driven
by increasing demand for residential and commercial
spaces. The city’s growth trajectory suggests a
bright future, making it an opportune time for both
homebuyers and investors to consider Navi Mumbai
as a viable option.
Navi Mumbai’s evolution into a smart choice for
homebuyers is a testament to its balanced approach
to development. The city’s blend of affordability,
enhanced connectivity through landmark
infrastructure projects, sustainable urban planning
and emerging residential hubs like Kharghar, Ulwe,
and Taloja, collectively create a compelling narrative

.~ for its bright future. As Navi Mumbai continues to
~ grow and evolve, it stands as a model for planned
-~ urban development, offering a harmonious blend of

modern amenities and quality living spaces.

(The author, Raajesh Prajapati,
is the Chairperson - PR &
Communications, CREDAI-
MCHI, the apex hody of the
real estate industry in the
Mumbai Metropolitan

Region (MMR))
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Snapchat is deepening its commitment to India’s growing creator community
with the launch of its first-ever Snapchat Creator Connect event in Hyderabad. The
initiative, which marks a turning point for regional digital engagement, will
empower local talent, foster industry collaborations, and enhance opportunities for
creators to grow their audiences, monetize their content, and scale their digital
storytelling efforts. Notably, Natural Star Nani made his debut on Snapchat during
this event, further underscoring the platform’s dedication to connecting with India’s

vibrant entertainment industry.

Photos by- SV Chary
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Ryan International Group of Instltutlons maugurated two new campuses in Hyderabad at
Kompally and Gandi Maisamma near Quter Ring Road's Exit #5, marking a significant

milestone in its national expansion strategy. This launch builds upon the group’s existing
strong presence in the city, which already includes Ryan International School at Kondapur
and the Johnson Grammar School at Habsiguda and Mallapur Campuses.

Sri Kalasudha Telugu Association,
which celebrates the glory of Telugu
people in Chennai by presenting
Ugadi Awards every year, is gearing
up for this year's Ugadi Awards. The
Ugadi Awards Program will be held
on 30th of this month at the Music
Academy in Royapettah, Chennai.
The organizers explained the details
of this program at a program held at
the Hyderabad Film Chamber today.
On this occasion

As a part of its latest CSR initiative,
UST, has elevated the infrastructure
facilities of Mandal Parishad Primary
School in Beeramguda, Hyderabad,
Telangana, in a continuous effort to
support education and community
development with improved resources.
As a part of the program, UST
equipped the Beeramguda school with
a modern audio system comprising an
amplifier, speakers, and microphones
for seamless announcements.

FUSION OF TRADITION
AND INNOVATION

tart the New Year
S on an auspicious
note with a unique

18-month calendar
created by Cycle Pure,
centered around the
timeless teachings of
the Bhagavad Gita. Designed to
make the profound wisdom of the

ITS PRODUCT LINE

kailndia, a leading consumer electronics brand with a strong
Apresence in televisions, audio, washing machines, and home

appliances, has announced the launch of its latest range of air
conditioners. The new lineup introduces three distinct series—Akai
Siaachen (Heavy Duty), Akai Nilgiree (Economy), and Akai Kashmir
(Hot & Cold)—each designed to cater to India’s diverse and extreme
climate conditions. Built on Akai's legacy of Japanese precision,
innovation, and reliability, these air conditioners deliver outstanding
cooling performance, energy efficiency, and long-lasting durability.

including Tanjore, Mysuru,
Madhubani, Phad, Pattachitra, and

CALVIN AND HOBBES

Akai's new range of ACs is available in 3-star and 5-star ratings, with
capacities ranging from 1 ton to 2.25 ton, and features a backlit
remote. The range offers a combination of 8-in-1 Flexi Cooling mode,
Ayurvedic Filter, PM1 Filter, and 4-Way Swing options. Additionally, it
comes with a 1-year comprehensive warranty, a 5-year warranty on the
PCB, and a 10-year warranty on the compressor for Inverter ACs, as
well as a 5-year compressor warranty for Fixed Speed Split ACs. The
price range starts from Rs 30990.

Gita relevant to contemporary
generations, this elegantly crafted
calendar offers clarity and guidance
for navigating everyday dilemmas. A
first of its kind, the calendar features
18 striking portraits of Lord Krishna,
each hand-drawn and rendered in 13
traditional Indian art forms,

Rajasthani miniature art, among
others. These traditional artworks
have been brought to life using
modern printing techniques, and the
calendar even "glows in the dark,"
allowing devotees to keep the divine
presence of Lord Krishna in sight
both day and night.
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, irector Anil Ravipudi has officially
confirmed his upcoming film with
Chiranjeevi, revealing that the Megastar's

character is named Shankara Vara Prasad, his
real-life name. The film is slated for a Sankranti
2026 release, with shooting set to begin soon.
However, this announcement raises questions

WITH ANIL RAVIPUDI
ANNOUNGED - BUT
VISHWAMBHARA FAGES
UNGERTAIN FUTURE!

about Chiranjeevi's much-hyped film

production hurdles due to subpar VFX.

Vishwambhara, directed by Mallidi Vassistha.
The project, which had an impressive teaser
launch, is now reportedly facing major post-

Sources suggest that Chiranjeevi himself is
unhappy with the visual quality, leading to rework
on the graphics and additional reshoots. With
Anil Ravipudi’s film now taking priority, there is
speculation that Vishwambhara may be pushed
further, possibly releasing after the new project.

Ram Charan’s explosive first
look for RC16 drops today!

am Charan is fully immersed in
R RCI6, his upcoming film
directed by Buchi Babu Sana,
known for the blockbuster Uppena. Co-
starring Janhvi Kapoor, the film is a mas-
sive pan-India project bankrolled by Mythri
Movie Makers and Sukumar Writings.
Ahead of Charan’s birthday on March 27,
the team is set to unveil his first look today.
A pre-look poster already stirred excite-
ment, showcasing a rugged and intense
avatar. With Kannada superstar Shiva
Rajkumar in a pivotal role and AR Rahman
composing the music, expectations for
RC16 are sky-high.
The film is being crafted with stunning
visuals, a massive budget and world-class
production values, making it one
of the most anticipated
films of the year.

Khushbu slams Nayanthara 3
exit rumours - calls reports |

”'

“Absolute Nonsense

peculation was rife that Nayanthara had
Swalked out of Sundar C’s Mookuthi

Amman 2, following reports of
alleged conflicts between the actress and
the director. However, Sundar C’s wife
and actress-turned-politician Khushbu
has dismissed these rumors.

A Tamil YouTube channel
claimed that Sundar C was frus-
trated with Nayanthara’s schedul-
ing issues and was considering
replacing her. Khushbu, however,
took to social media to set the
record straight, confirming that
the shoot is progressing
smoothly and that
Nayanthara remains fully
committed to the project.

The sequel to the 2020 e
blockbuster Mookuthi b
Amman, which was a hit in " .
both Tamil and Telugu .
(Ammoru Thalli), is
being mounted on a L .
grand scale, with
Nayanthara reprising her
divine role. Khushbu dis-
missed the rumours as
attempts to jinx the film’s

success. % - Ll Y b !
AN 5
¥ ﬂ‘m‘..‘. S e '* ey,
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Allu Arjun & Trivikram’s
mythological film to
shake Indian cinema

roducer Naga Vamsi has reinforcing the trend of large-scale
Pteased an exciting mythologi- storytelling in Indian cinema.

cal film featuring Allu Arjun Meanwhile, Vamsi raised con-
and Trivikram Srinivas. Unlike cerns about theatre allocation for
conventional epics like Ramayana

small films, revealing that Mad
and Mahabharata, the upcoming Square is struggling to secure
film explores an unheard-of story,

audiences across India. While pro-
moting his latest venture, Mad
Square, Naga Vamsi expressed
immense confidence in the pro-
ject, emphasizing that Trivikram
and Arjun are deeply engaged in
discussions. He also hinted at the

one blockbuster after another, cementing her place as

Bollywood'’s lucky charm.
She first grabbed attention with Animal, where she starred
opposite Ranbir Kapoor. Directed by Sandeep Reddy Vanga, the
film became a massive success despite mixed reviews, giving
Rashmika her first big break in Hindi cinema. She then followed it
up with Pushpa 2, alongside Allu Arjun. The film not only
shattered records in Telugu but also created history as one of the
highest-grossing Telugu films in Hindi-speaking regions.
Rashmika didn't stop there. Her next Hindi film, Chhaava, a

Rashmika Mandanna is on a roll! The actress is delivering

Back-to-back blockbusters! will
Rashmika’s winning streak continue

with Salman Khan’s Sikandar?

adequate screens due to industry
promising to shock and surprise

film being a high-budget spectacle, politics.

historical drama starring Vicky Kaushal, also turned out to be a
huge blockbuster. With this, Rashmika achieved a rare hat-trick of
consecutive hits, solidifying her status as a lucky mascot in
Bollywood. Now, she is set to pair up with none other than
Salman Khan in Sikandar, directed by AR Murugadoss. This
high-budget action entertainer is slated for release on March 30.
Given her track record, all eyes are on Sikandar—will Rashmika
bring her magic touch to Salman Khan's box office success?

The big question remains: Can Rashmika Mandanna continue her
dream run and add another blockbuster to her name? We'll find
out when Sikandar hits the screens this Sunday!

Sreeleela’s career at crossroads —
will Robinhood revive her success?

oung actress Sreeleela took the Telugu film industry by storm

Y with her debut in Pelli SandaD, where she starred opposite
Roshan, son of veteran actor Srikanth. Though the film didn’t

perform well commercially, Sreeleela became an overnight sensation.
She then starred alongside Ravi Teja in Dhamaka, which turned out to
be a massive hit. Her electrifying dance moves were one of the
highlights, earning her widespread appreciation.

Following this success, Sreeleela signed multiple films, sometimes
working two to three shifts a day. However, she struggled to replicate
the success of Dhamaka. Films like Skanda, Aadikeshava and
Extraordinary Man all bombed at the box office. Even her big-ticket
project Guntur Kaaram, where she starred opposite Mahesh Babu,
turned out to be an average performer. While Bhagavanth Kesari was

a success, its credit largely went to Balakrishna's star power rather
than her role. Despite entering the industry with a bang, Sreeleela has
faced more setbacks than hits. Now, all eyes are on her upcoming
film Robinhood, where she stars opposite Nithiin for the second time.
Directed by Venky Kudumula, the film is crucial for her career.
Interestingly, Rashmika Mandanna was initially cast as the female
lead but had to opt out due to scheduling conflicts, paving the way
for Sreeleela.
“| spoke to Rashmika on the sets of Pushpa 2 and she wished me
all the best,” Sreeleela revealed during promotions. With
Robinhood marking her comeback after a gap, she is eagerly
hoping for a much-needed box office hit. Will this film turn her
fortunes around? The answer lies in the audience’s verdict!
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LSG wary of SRH’s uItra aggresswe batting approach

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA M Hyderabad

aving lost their opening clash,
Rishabh Pant’s Lucknow Super
Giants will be wary of Sunrisers

Hyderabad’s ultra-aggressive
approach with the bat when the two teams
face off in the Indian Premier League here
on Thursday.

Last year’s runner-up SRH picked up
from where they had left off in the open-
ing clash to nearly break the record of the
highest total in the IPL, handing the
Rajasthan Royals a crushing defeat by 44
runs. The huge win also propelled SRH to
the top of the points table for having the
best net run rate and given their all-round
firepower, the Pat Cummins-led side
would want to maintain their dominance
in the competition.

SRH went hammer and tongs against RR
with their new recruit Ishan Kishan
smacking a century and the other big guns
firing as usual to make 286/6 in their last
outing here at the Rajiv Gandhi
International Cricket Stadium in Uppal.

Such batting approach could be terrify-
ing for the opponents and SRH’s remark-

able consistency makes them the most
feared batting unit in the IPL circuit.

The addition of Kishan to the mix of
SRH’s premier weapons in Abhishek
Sharma, Travis Head and Heinrich Klaasen
is another masterstroke. To top it off, Nitish
Kumar Reddy too struck his runs at more
than 200 against Rajasthan Royals.

Kishan appeared to be a man on a mis-
sion as he struck his maiden century in the
IPL after being let go by Mumbai Indians,
smashing six sixes and 11 fours in his 47-
ball 106 not out.

In such circumstances, LSG will be
required to have clear bowling plans as the
smallest of error is proving costly in the
IPL, which has already witnessed a new
record being made — 119 sixes have been
struck in the first five matches.

On their part, LSG, who lost to Delhi
Capitals by one wicket in a thrilling fin-
ish showed a similar approach with the bat
but they were guilty of losing their way in
the middle overs, which proved to be cost-
ly. LSG lost six wickets and added only 76
runs in their last eight overs against Delhi
Capitals and despite early wickets, they
could not withstand the onslaught by the

lower-order as Ashutosh Sharma’s 66 not
out handed his side a win.

LSG’s new skipper Pant had a forgettable
game of sorts in his first outing with the
team, falling for a six-ball duck during their
batting slide and he also missed a regula-
tion stumping when DC needed six off the
final over with one wicket in hand.

Nicholas Pooran was magnificent in his
strokeplay but the tone was set by Mitchell
Marsh — playing in this IPL only as a spe-
cialist batter — with his stunning attack on
the DC bowlers.

While LSG would feel they did not do
too many things wrong in the clash
against DC, they would know a better show
with the ball will be paramount against
SRH who have been severe on all oppo-
nents. Apart from their senior spinner Ravi
Bishnoi, LSG will also have high hopes
from the unheralded duo of Manimaran
Siddharth and Digvesh Rathi, who both
bowled with control to snaffle a couple of
wickets each against DC.

With Shardul Thakur outrunning DC’s
Mitchell Starc to find swing with the new
ball which resulted in a couple of wickets,
it was inexplicable why LSG did not turn

to the senior all-rounder who bowled only
two overs upfront when the opposition was
running away with the games.

On these counts, LSG would be expect-
ed to come up with better plans.

Teams

Sunrisers Hyderabad: Pat Cummins
(c), Ishan Kishan (wk), Atharva Taide,
Abhinav Manohar, Aniket Verma, Sachin
Baby, Heinrich Klaasen, Travis Head,
Harshal Patel, Kamindu Mendis, Wiaan
Mulder, Abhishek Sharma, Nitish Kumar
Reddy, Mohammed Shami, Rahul Chahar,
Adam Zampa, Simarjeet Singh, Zeeshan
Ansari, Jaydev Unadkat, Eshan Malinga.

Lucknow Super Giants: Rishabh Pant
(c and wk), David Miller, Aiden Markram,
Aryan Juyal (wk), Himmat Singh, Matthew
Breetzke, Nicholas Pooran (wk), Mitchell
Marsh, Abdul Samad, Shahbaz Ahmed,
Yuvraj Chaudhary, Rajvardhan
Hangargekar, Arshin Kulkarni, Ayush
Badoni, Shardul Thakur, Avesh Khan,
Akash Deep, Manimaran Siddharth,
Digvesh Rathi, Akash Singh, Shamar
Joseph, Prince Yadav, Mayank Yadav, Ravi
Bishnoi.

Iyer continues to evolve his game: Williamson

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA B Ahmedabad

Punjab Kings' captain Shreyas Iyer

continues to “evolve his game” while
“adjusting brilliantly” to challenges such
as facing short balls, believes New Zealand
stalwart Kane Williamson.

Iyer began his captaincy stint for PBKS
with a match-winning 97 not out, stud-
ded with nine sixes and five fours off 42
balls, against Gujarat Titans in their IPL
clash here on Tuesday.

Williamson, a former Gujarat Titans
player, heaped praise on the right-hand-
ed Iyer for his adaptability.

“What stands out about Shreyas is how
he continues to evolve his game,” said
JioStar expert Williamson.

“For a period, teams targeted him with
short balls, but now, he’s adjusting bril-
liantly — getting deeper in his crease, de-
weighting his front leg, and dominating
the short-pitched deliveries.

“What is most impressive is his abili-
ty to shift his weight forward again, mak-
ing it difficult for bowlers who try the

India middle-order mainstay and

‘one-two approach — going short, then
full. He’s now able to access all areas of
the ground, which makes him such a for-
midable batter,” Williamson added.

The New Zealand batting great termed
Iyer’s knock of 97 not out of “highest stan-
dard”

It was a knock of the highest

standard. From the very first
ball, it was almost a highlight
reel—he played the ball exactly

where it was meant to be hit
— KANE WILLIAMSON, CRICKETER

“It was a knock of the highest standard.
From the very first ball, it was almost a
highlight reel—he played the ball exact-
ly where it was meant to be hit,” he said.

“Anything outside off stump, he looked
to access the offside, and he even struck
sixes over cover against some of the best
seamers in the world. Then, to take on
Rashid Khan as well — that’s one of the
toughest challenges in the game.

“As a leader, to step in at Number 3, set
the tone, and take on the opposition’s

biggest threats was remarkable. That
innings was truly out of this world,
Williamson added.

The Kiwi batter also praised Shashank
Singh for his whirlwind knock of 44 not
out off only 16 balls, which pushed PBKS’
total beyond the reach of the Titans.

“Shashank is coming off an outstand-
ing breakout season last year. He’s incred-
ibly still at the crease, has beautiful
hands, and doesn’t move excessively, yet
he possesses so many scoring options,”
he said.

“He has the time to adjust to short-
pitched deliveries — whether ramping it
over the keeper or pulling off a length —
but he can also hold his position and play
powerful straight drives.

“The way he comes in during the death
overs, with little time to settle, and takes
on bowlers with confidence is exception-
al. Whether it's Rashid Khan missing his
length slightly and Shashank slapping it
back over square — that’s an incredibly
difficult shot against someone of Rashid’s
calibre. It just speaks to the quality of the
player,” he added.

Maradona’s ex-bodyguard arrested

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA H Buenos Aires

former bodyguard of the late
ADiego Maradona was arrested for

allegedly withholding informa-
tion and telling lies during his testimo-
ny at the trial of the soccer great’s
medical team.

Seven healthcare professionals are on
trial at an Argentine court accused of
negligence in Maradona’s death in a
house outside Buenos Aires on November
25, 2020.

On Tuesday, following a request from
the prosecutor’s office, the criminal court
in the Buenos Aires suburb of San
Isidro ordered Julio César Coria to be
investigated for false testimony. He was
arrested and remained in custody
Tuesday afternoon.

Coria was one of the people who
attempted to resuscitate Maradona.

According to the prosecution, the
accused professionals didn’t provide ade-
quate medical care.

Coria testified in court on Tuesday that
when he entered Maradona’s room, he saw

nurse Gisela Madrid and psychiatrist
Agustina Cosachov, both defendants in
the case, performing CPR.

He added that Cosachov gave
Maradona “mouth-to-mouth resuscita-
tion” for a while. The trial prosecutor,
Patricio Ferrari, warned the witness of
contradictions in his statement.

The prosecution warned Coria that he
lied when he denied in court having spo-
ken with another of the defendants, neu-
rosurgeon Leopoldo Luque.

“There are countless chats between
Luque and Coria, which demonstrate a
cordial and almost friendly relationship,
and the witness denied having had any
conversation,” Ferrari said.

Luque, Maradona’s personal physician
for the last four years of his life, performed
surgery to remove a blood clot from the
former footballer’s brain just weeks before
his death.

The 28-year-old daughter of Maradona,
Jana, testified Tuesday that Luque and
Coria suggested “home hospitalisation”
when the clinic authorities recommend-
ed that Maradona remain hospitalised.

Rauf returns to
Pakistan ODI
squad vs NZ

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA W Karachi

joined the ODI squad in New
Zealand after initially being
dropped from the format for a three-
match series against the Black Caps.
Haris and Shaheen Shah Afridi were
named in the T20I squad but sidelined
for the ODI series because of sloppy
outing in the Champions Trophy where
hosts Pakistan ended without a win.
But Haris emerged as Pakistan’s lead-
ing wicket-taker — with seven scalps —
in the just-concluded T20I series that
the Kiwis won 4-1 as the team manage-
ment had to rethink their decision.
Haris Rauf and Shaheen were
dropped from the ODI squad because
of poor form in the Champions Trophy
in which hosts Pakistan ended without
a win.

Pakistan pacer Haris Rauf has

Salman Ali Agha not disheartened
despite 1-4 defeat in New Zealand

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA M Karachi

akistan’s T20 captain, Salman Ali
P Agha, is not disheartened by the 1-

4 defeat in the just-concluded
series in New Zealand and believes that
the new faces tried out in the matches
will eventually come through.

“Look the conditions in New Zealand
are normally challenging with the
bounce, pace and movement in the
pitches, so for players coming
to play here for the first time it is always
going to be difficult] he said after
New Zealand won the fifth and final
game in Wellington on Wednesday by
eight wickets.

Salman, who is captaining the side in
preparation for this year’s Asia Cup and
next year’s T20 World Cup in India and
Sri Lanka, said the new players should
settle down by then.

“It was not easy for them to bat in
these conditions. There are some silver
linings from the series and some con-
cerns as well but we have to address them
before we go into the Asia Cup later this
year, he said.

Salman, who was in good form in the

series and scored a half century on
Wednesday, said that it was necessary for
players to understand that with aggres-
sion and intent they also have to use
their minds.

“We didn’t play sensible cricket in the
series most of the time and got out to bad
shots. But with more exposure these new
young players will learn and we have to
be patient.”

Pakistani selectors experimented by
including plenty of youngsters in the T20
squad while dropping experienced bat-
ters like Babar Azam and Mohammad
Rizwan.

Mohammad Haris, Hasan Nawaz,
Irfan Khan Niazi, Abdul Samad, Omair
bin Yousuf (who played on Wednesday),
Jahandad Khan and Sufiyan Mugeem
were the relatively new faces in the
squad. Muqeem, a left-arm wrist spin-
ner, played in his only game on
Wednesday and ended with impressive
figures of 2-0-6-2 despite a batting
onslaught from Tim Seifert who scored
97 from just 38 balls with 10 sixes.

Pakistan’s next T20 assignment is a
home series against Bangladesh in April-
May after the Pakistan Super League.

BCCI has no immediate plans
to increase teams in WPL

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA B New Delhi

he Women’s Premier League has
I “grown phenomenally” in the last

three years but there are no imme-

diate plans to increase the number of

teams from the existing five, IPL chair-

man Arun Dhumal, who is also a part of

the WPL committee, has said.

The WPL committee headed by BCCI
president Roger Binny. The Board had
plans to increase the number of teams
after three seasons but it now wants to
consolidate.

“To further strengthen this tournament
for the time being, we want to consoli-
date before we take a call on further
addition of any team. There are no
immediate plans (to add teams),
Arun Dhumal said.

Having said that, Dhumal is pleased
with the growth of the tournament.

“So, within three editions, WPL has
grown phenomenally in terms of traction,
for in-stadium attendance. All the broad-
cast numbers are very, very encouraging.
And it has given new impetus to women’s
cricket worldwide.

“So, we are hoping this continues to
grow. And this augurs very well for not
only the tournament, but women’s crick-
et in general,” he added.

WPL has not yet been played in home
and away format, like it is the case with
the Indian Premier League. The BCCI
combined smaller centres like Baroda and
Lucknow with Mumbai and Bengaluru to
host the latest edition that ended on
March 15.

Mumbai Indians won their second title
in three years beating Delhi Capitals in
the final in Mumbai.

The BCCI had mopped up Rs 4670
crore from the sale of five teams repre-
senting Delhi, Mumbai, Bengaluru, UP
and Gujarat.

The media rights were sold for Rs 951
crore, making it the second biggest
women’s league in the world before a ball
being bowled.

The crowd turnout for majority of the
games was decent this season. Though
the main goal of the league is to promote
the women’s game in India and unearth
more talent. The competition has a lot of
scope to improve on that front.

Brilliant to see fearlessness of young Indian players: Stoinis

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA M New Delhi

ustralian all-rounder Marcus Stoinis
Ahas been left supremely impressed

by the quality of youngsters in the
Punjab Kings squad as well as the Indian
T20 set up on the sidlelines of the IPL.

After the retirement of stalwarts Rohit
Sharma, Virat Kohli and Ravindra Jadeja,
the depth of Indian cricket has ensured that
T20 team has built on the success of the
2024 T20 World Cup courtesy the likes of
Tilak Varma and Abhishek Sharma.

At Punjab Kings camp, rookies like
opener Priyansh Arya have already made
a mark even though it is early days in
the IPL.

“There’s great depth here (in Indian
cricket). There always has been. And I
think they’re getting the chance to show
their skills on a world stage,” Stoinis said.
“They are super confident. Theyve had
almost the advantage of growing up with
IPL, being under pressure from early stages
in their career. It’s brilliant to see how fear-
less they are with their cricket and
especially (while playing for) Indian
cricket (team).

“Some of the youngsters in the Punjab
Kings camp who have never really played
the IPL are very impressive,” said the 35-
year-old. Stoinis returns to the franchise
after almost a decade and is excited to work
compatriot and head coach Ricky Ponting.

“A lot of Aussie boys here, which is nice
for me. So it does feel at home,” he said
referring to the likes of Glenn Maxwell,
Aaron Hardie and Josh Inglis.

“It was my second year in the IPL that
I moved to here. So yeah, it’s all familiar.
I love the IPL.

“It's a mainstay in the calendar. It's some-
thing we all look forward to and person-
ally I look forward to.

It’s exciting to have the opportunity to
bring some success to this franchise,” said
the Perth based cricketer.

All phases of Kohli's career
has served a purpose

Stoinis’ connection with Virat Kohli goes
back to their U-19 days when the Indian
led his team to the World Cup title in 2008.

Stoinis said he remains in touch with the
Indian superstar and has enjoyed tracking
his remarkable career.

“We have known each other for a long
time. We have got a mutual friend in
Perth that has known him for a long
time as well. So thats sort of how that
relationship started.

“But yeah, what a great career it’s been
so far. It's definitely not finished. It seems
like he’s worn a few caps throughout his
career in terms of being the young guy
coming into an Indian team that forced his
way in there at such a young age and
showed such confidence in himself to crack

into such a good team to then leading the
team and almost changing the whole cul-
ture of Indian cricket and inspiring a lot
of the young cricketers around India and
around the world.

“And then a whole new phase of the fit-
ness side of things as well that he inspired
in the Indian set-up to now mentoring the
new kids on the block. And he’s got his
family now as well.

“I think all of those phases have served
a purpose, not only for himself, but as a
mentor for the wider public and the
cricket community. So always hats off to
him, to be honest,” added Stoinis.

Iyer asked
about his century: Shashank

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA W Ahmedabad

boundary-hitting spree in the final

over of the Indian Premier League
(IPL) match against Gujarat Titans left his
captain Shreyas Iyer stranded on unbeat-
en 97 but the latter was not worried about
his personal landmark.

Iyer missed his maiden IPL ton by a
mere three runs but his 42-ball knock,
which featured nine sixes and five fours,
powered PBKS to a massive 243 for 5 and
helped them win their season opener by
11 runs.

Shashank, who hit five of his six fours
in the final over off Mohammed Siraj and
took a double to collect 23 runs against
the India pacer, said PBKS captain Iyer
didn’t ask him to rotate the strike.

“I didn’t see the scoreboard, to be very
honest. But after the first ball I hit (for a
four), I saw the scoreboard and Shreyas
was on 97, Shashank, who scored a 16-
ball 44 not out, told the media after the
match on Tuesday.

“I didn’t say anything, he only came
and told me ‘Shashank don’t worry
about my hundred; because obviously I
was going to say to him that should I give
you a single or something.

“It takes a lot of heart and courage to
say because obviously hundreds don’t
come easily in T20s especially in IPL)
he added.

Shashank said Iyer’s message was to
keep attacking the bowler.

“Shreyas told me ‘Shashank go and just
(try and) hit every ball for a boundary for
a four or a six. That gave me even more
confidence, obviously, it's a team game at
the end of the day we all know;” he said.

“But then at those situations it’s diffi-

P unjab Kings batter Shashank Singh’s

not to worry

cult to be that selfless. But Shreyas was
one. I know him since past 10-15 years.
He is the same and he told me just to be
calm, to play cricketing shots what I usu-
ally play, to maintain my balance and I
think we had a good finish,” added
Shashank.

Meanwhile, Gujarat Titans spinner R
Sai Kishore, who returned with figures
of 4-0-30-3, said his side thought they
were ahead in the game.

Chasing 244, GT remained in the hunt
but were eventually overpowered by the
mammoth target, finishing at 232 for five
in their stipulated 20 overs.

“We were also surprised, to be honest.
We thought we were on course. We
thought we were ahead of the game, we
thought so,” Sai Kishore said.

“But in that situation, I think no mat-
ter what planning you do, if you are able
to be fully zoned in in the present
moment, that is the difference and these
games happen”” Sai Kishore rued that GT
failed to hit more boundaries during the
course of the innings.

“This is also the first game of the sea-
son. We will also learn together. We will
come back really stronger. We will work
on the areas we need to improve and we
will again compete,” he said.

“We were on course with Sai
(Sudharsan) and (Jos) Buttler going very
well. In the end, in the last five overs, to
be honest, (Vijaykumar) Vyshak bowled
brilliantly. All credit to Vyshak for the way
he executed his yorkers.

“To be fair, I think those balls we could
have, it’s very easy for me to say, but we
could have tried to hit more boundaries
than just looking for sixes (and) that is
the learning going forward and we will

do that,” he added.
EE BN
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