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. '&Modl govt uplifted India’s
health infrastructure:
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FIGURE IN TALKS

DONT MISS...

(M orders probeinto
HCA controversy

A major controversy has erupted
over the alleged misconduct by the
Hyderabad Cricket Association
(HCA) officials prompting Chief
Minister A Revanth Reddy to order
a vigilance inquiry. The
controversy arose after Sunrisers
Hyderabad (SRH) general manager
Srinath TB accused the HCA of
blackmailing the franchise for
additional complimentary IPL
tickets. According to SRH, access
to a corporate box was blocked
until extra passes were provided.
Taking serious note of the
allegations, the CM directed
Vigilance DG Kothakota ...
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NDRF retrieves
seven bodies

The National Disaster Response
Force (NDRF) on Monday
recovered seven bodies from the
earthquake flattened buildings in
Mandalay region of Myanmar after
the Indian rescuers were tasked
with launching relief and rescue
operations in about a dozen
buildings, official sources said. The
Myanmarese authorities have
assigned various sectors to
different foreign rescue agencies
which have come to help the
country that was shaken by a
devastating 7.7-magnitude quake
on Friday claiming...
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external debt rises
toUSS$717.9bn

India’s external debt increased by
10.7 per cent to US$ 717.9 hillion
at the end of December 2024 from
US$ 648.7 billion in December
2023, as per the data released by
the finance ministry. On a quarter-
on-quarter basis, there is a 0.7 per
cent increase in external debt from
the level of US$ 712.7 billion at
the end of September 2024,
according to India’s Quarterly
External Debt Report. The external
debt to GDP ratio stood at 19.1
per cent at the end of December
2024, against 19 per cent in
September 2024, it said...
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LSG eye win against
Punjab Kings

New skipper Rishabh Pant will be
eager to make his mark as
Lucknow Super Giants look to win
their first home game of the
season when they host an in-form
Punjab Kings in the IPL here on
Tuesday. Pant, who became IPLs
most expensive player in the
auction last year, will be
determined to justify his hefty 27
crore price tag after low returns as
a batter in the first two games. His
captaincy at LSG started with an
unfortunate loss, as they fell short
by just one wicket against his
former team...
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Outer ng Road toll
rates up from today

PNS B HYDERABAD

The toll charges on Hyderabad's
Nehru Outer Ring Road (ORR) are
set to increase from April 1, 2025,
as per a notification issued by /s IRB
Golconda Expressway Pvt. Ltd, the
TOT concessionaire currently man-
aging toll collections on the ORR.
The revised user fee rates will be
applicable at all the 21/22 inter-
changes on the 158-km, eight-lane
access-controlled expressway.

The notification says the hike
applies to all categories of vehicles.
The new rates per kilometre for the
financial year 2025-26 are as follows:

Cars, Jeeps, Vans, LMVs, SUVs
and MPVs will now be charged Rs
2.44 per km.

LCVs and mini-buses will pay Rs
3.94 per km.

Buses and two-axle trucks will be
charged Rs 7 per km.

Three-axle commercial vehicles
will pay Rs 9.01 per km.

Heavy construction machinery
and earth-moving equipment (4/5/6
axle trucks) will have to pay Rs 12.96
per km.

Oversized vehicles (7 or more
axles) will now be charged Rs.
15.78 per km.

The revised toll rates will come
into effect from April 1, 2025, mid-
night. The concessionaire has
requested all ORR users to cooper-
ate and has advised them to visit the
official HMDA website
(www.hmda.gov.in) for updated
information on toll rates, daily
passes and monthly passes.

The ORR, with its dedicated two-
lane service roads on both sides, is
a crucial arterial expressway of
Hyderabad, handling heavy traffic
daily, including freight, passenger
vehicles, and industrial transport.

KCR greets Muslims, says
BRS policies vital for growth

PNS m HYDERABAD

BRS supremo K.
Chandrasekhar Rao greeted
the Muslim community on the
occasion of Eid-ul-Fitr and
said continuing the policies of
the BRS government is essen-
tial for ensuring the develop-
ment of Telangana.

Extending Ramzan greetings
on Monday, KCR said the peace-
ful atmosphere that exists in Telangana
today is the result of the strong foun-
dation laid during BRS rule.

In his message, KCR said that
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Telangana, a land ‘known’ for its
Ganga-Jamuni Tehzeeb, has always
fostered religious harmony and
brotherhood. Continued on Page 2
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Kalyan Shankar on Mad Square
W success: Didn’t expect such huge

COLLECTIO

PNS B HYDERABAD

The Telangana Government and the
University of Hyderabad (UoH)
have issued statements refuting
misinformation regarding a 400-
acre piece of land in Kancha
Gachibowli.

The government clarified that the

land is state-owned, has no connec-
tion with UoH, and was reclaimed
after a long legal battle.

The Telangana Government said
the 400-acre land in Survey No: 25

QUOTE OF THE DAYy,
The#Pioneer g

The Congress and the BRS are trying to ensure
the AIMIM candidate’s victory. These two
joined hands at the southern states meeting
held in the name of delimitation, and are now
coordinating with each other to organise a
public meeting in Hyderabad.
. | They are backing the AIMIM
= candidate in the GHMC Local
\&=%, Body MLC elections. The BRS
. has around 70 votes, but

- Bandi Sanjay Kumar, MoS Home

it is not contesting.
The Congress, too,
has not fielded a
candidate. Isn’t this
clear evidence of
their collusion?

ROW OVER 400 ACRES

Land belongs to State,
not UoH, says TG govt

of Kancha Gachibowli was initial- (g "

ly allotted to IMG Academies India | - :

Pvt Ltd in 2004 for a sports project.
There are letters indicating that
HCU handed over the land in

2004 through a document which

transferred 534.28 guntas, signed by
Registrar Narasimhulu. In return,
the government allocated 191 acres

A

KTR blasts Congress
brutality, Rahul’s silence

BRS Working President KT Rama Rao (KTR)
strongly condemned the Congress Government for
brutally suppressing the University of Hyderabad
(UoH) students who were protesting to save their

campus land.

After meeting the students at the Telangana
Bhavan on Monday, KTR accused the government
of prioritising profits from real estate deals over edu-

cation and the environment.

The students told KTR that the government is
attempting to grab 400 acres of UoH land under
the pretext of development Expressing solidarity,
KTR assured them of BRS’s full support.

e g

in Survey No: 36 and 205 acres in
Survey No: 37 in Gopanpally village.

However, the government had

earlier said that  Continued onPage2

Tension grips
as students
protest, 2 held

Tension gripped a construction
site in Kancha Gachibowli village
as a group of individuals, includ-
ing former students of the
University of Hyderabad (UoH),
allegedly attempted to halt govern-
ment-sanctioned development
work. The protest turned violent,
leading to injuries and arrests, the
Gachibowli Police said.

A press release issued by the
Gachibowli Police said the
Telangana Industrial Infrastructure
Corporation (TGIIC) had started
work at Survey No: 25, when at
around 3:30 pm, a group gathered
at the site and reportedly attacked
the officials and workers with
sticks and stones.

During the altercation, the
Assistant Commissioner of

TGIIC bulldozers
mow down trees;
birds, bats flee

Student protests and studies by
forest NGOs could not save the
land at the University of
Hyderabad (UoH). Large JCBs
have begun clearing the greenery,
causing birds to flee and bats to
flee, as can be seen on videos post-
ed by students on social media.
While the government and
UoH continue to dispute the
ownership of the 400 acres, stu-
dents, research scholars, and
forest activists are deeply con-
cerned Continued on Page2

Why areyou selllng UoH
lands, Sanjay asks (M

The Union Minister of State for Home Affairs, Bandi
Sanjay Kumar, asked the Telangana Government, “Why
is there a need to sell UoH lands? Who gave you the
right to sell them? Why should governance depend on
selling public assets? If that is the case, even KA Paul
can run the government. Why didn’t you announce
that you would sell lands and other public assets before
the elections? If you had, you wouldn’t have got even
a single vote. Therefore, the decision to auction UoH
lands must be withdrawn 1mmed1ately The BJP fully
supports the students demanding this.”

Sanjay lashed out at the police lathi-charge on stu-
dents trying to protect Hyderabad Central

I “Why is the government in  Continued on Page 2 I Police of Continued on Page 2 I University (HCU) lands. Continued on Page 2 I

Govt may seek EC nod for Cabinet expansion

KOLISHETTY VENKATESHWARLU
venkat.k.warlu@gmail.com
M HYDERABAD

Chief Minister Revanth Reddy is
likely to expand the Cabinet on
April 3. Tt is learnt that the govern-

ment will take permission from the
Election Commission (EC) for the
Cabinet expansion oath taking cer-
emony that will be held at Raj
Bhavan as the model election code
has been imposed on Hyderabad as
Hyderabad local body MLC elec-
tions are scheduled on April 23 and
the counting of votes on April 25.

It may be recalled that the Chief
Minister met Governor Jishnu Dev
Varma on Sunday and had a closed-
door meeting with him. It is learnt that
the CM informed the Governor about
the Cabinet expansion, and governor
will perform oath taking ceremony
that will take place on April 3.

It is also learnt that the CM is
going to expand his cabinet with
four new faces and keep two posts
vacant. Continued on Page2

Noinfo on Cabinet
expansion: Uttam

Irrigation and Civil Supplies
Minister N. Uttam Kumar
Reddy, who is also a Congress
core committee member, said
that he has no information
about Cabinet expansion. I
would not speak about Cabinet
expansion now, he added.

Uttam was speaking to the
media at Kakinada on Monday
when he went to flag off 12,500
tonnes of MTU-1010 variety TG
rice, which was being exported
to the Phlhpplnes on cargo ship
‘An Trung’

Govt constitutes SI'T to
probe online betting cases

PNS ® HYDERABAD

The Telangana Government has
constituted a Special Investigation
Team (SIT) to conduct a thorough
probe into online betting. The SIT
will function under the overall
supervision of the Director General
(DG) and Additional DG of the
Crime Investigation Department
(CID).

The five-member SIT comprises
M. Ramesh, the Inspector General
of Police, Provisions and Logistics,
Ch. Sindhu Sharma, the
Superintendent of Police (SP),
Intelligence, K. Venkata Lakshmi,
the SP of the Economic Offences

Wing (EOW), CID, .
Chandrakanth, the Additional SP,
attached to Cyberabad and M.
Shankar, the Deputy SP, EOW, CID.
The SIT will focus on conducting
a comprehensive, speedy investiga-
tion into all online betting cases
assigned to it.
Continued on Page 2

Deadline extended
forRajivYuva
Vikasam applicants

PNS ® HYDERABAD

Deputy Chief Minister Bhatti
Vikramarka announced on
Monday that the deadline for fil-
ing applications for the Rajiv Yuva
Vikasam Scheme has been extend-
ed to April 14.

Addressing a video conference
with Chief Secretary Shanti Kumari,
secretaries, and collectors from
Praja Bhavan, Bhatti said the govern-
ment is spending massive funds on
the scheme amid financial con-
straints to help the unemployed.

He emphasized that this is the
largest Continued on Page 2

Govt fully prepared to
table Wagf bill: Rijiju

PNS B NEW DELHI

Minority Affairs and
Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Kiren Rijiju
asserted on Monday
that the government is
fully prepared to table the
amended Wagqf bill in
Parliament, as he accused i
some political parties and
organisations of seeking to foment
unrest in society and mislead peo-
ple over its provisions.

With Parliament reconvening on
Tuesday following the weekend
and Eid holiday, he said the timing
of the bill's introduction will be
decided following consultations
after Parliament meets but he wants
it passed as soon as possible.

The ongoing Budget ses-
sion of Parliament is
scheduled to end on
April 4, and the bill will
have to be passed by
both the Lok Sabha as
well as the Rajya Sabha
to become a law.
The government has
! indicated that it will discuss
with leaders of different parties
on Tuesday the timing of the Bill's
introduction. It is likely to be first
introduced in the Lower House,
probably on Wednesday.
Opposition parties are strongly
opposed to the bill, slamming it as
unconstitutional and against the
interest of the Muslim community.
Several leading Muslim organisa-
tions have Continued on Page 2
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PNS B NEW DELHI

India is expected to experience hot-
ter-than-usual temperatures from
April to June, with more heatwave
days in central and eastern India and
the northwestern plains, the IMD
said on Monday.

Most parts of the country will see
higher-than-normal maximum tem-
peratures, except for some areas in
western and eastern India where the
temperatures are expected to be nor-
mal. Minimum temperatures will
also be above normal in most
regions, India Meteorological
Department (IMD)  chief

April-June to be hotter than usual

More heatwave days likely in many states: IMID

Mrutyunjay Mohapatra said in an
online press conference.

"From April to June, most parts of
north and east India, central India, and
the plains of northwest India are
expected to experience two to four
more heatwave days than normal," he
said. Usually, India records four to seven
heatwave days from April to June.

An IMD official had earlier said
northwest India might face double
the number of heatwave days dur-
ing the summer.

The region normally experiences
five to six heatwave days during the
season. States likely to see above-nor-
mal heatwave days include Rajasthan,
Gujarat, Haryana, Punjab, Madhya
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Uttar Pradesh,
Bihar, Jharkhand, West Bengal,
Odisha, Chhattisgarh, Telangana,
Andhra Pradesh and the northern

“From April to June, most
parts of north and east
India, central India, and
the plains of northwest

India are expected to
experience two to four
more heatwave days
than normal,” he said.
Usually, India records
four to seven heatwave
days from April to June

parts of Karnataka and Tamil Nadu.

In April, most parts of India will
likely witness higher-than-usual max-
imum temperatures. However, some

areas in the extreme southern and the
northwestern regions may experience
normal temperatures.

Minimum temperatures will be
higher than usual across most of the
country, except for a few places in the

northwest and the northeast where
temperatures may be normal or slight-
ly below normal, Mohapatra said.

Experts have warned that India
should prepare for a peak electrici-
ty demand growth of 9 to 10 per cent
this summer season, with the coun-
try expected to experience a higher
number of heatwave days.
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CM, Asaduddm attend Ramzan feast

PNS ® HYDERABAD

Chief Minister Revanth
Reddy participated in a
Ramzan feast on Monday,
hosted at the residence of
TMREIS President and
Vice Chairman Faheem
Qureshi.

Prominent leaders like
Hyderabad MP Asaduddin
Owaisi, Rajya Sabha MP
Gaddam Vamsi and MLA
Gaddam Vivek
Venkataswamy attended
the function.

Staff nurse’s 3-year-old plea exposes
injustice in Health department!

PNS B HYDERABAD

In a shocking reflection of
Telangana's broken public
health administration, a staff
nurse hailing from erstwhile
Mahabubnagar has been fight-
ing for over three years to
secure a transfer to Hyderabad
- not for convenience, but to
care for her mentally disabled
child, as allowed under the
Government of India's com-
passionate transfer guidelines
and adopted by the State
through G.0.Ms.No.7. Despite
repeated representations, her
case remains buried under lay-
ers of bureaucratic red tape,
while others, facing discipli-
nary action, have smoothly
secured  postings  to
Hyderabad's most sought-after
institutions.

The nurse, whose identity is
withheld, has been serving at
a hospital that mandates night
shifts, making it near impossi-
ble for her to take care of her
child diagnosed with 'mild
mental retardation." Under
G.0.Ms.No.7, employees with
such dependents are eligible for
posting at institutions of their
choice where better facilities

The nurse, whose identity is
withheld, has been serving at a
hospital that mandates night shifts,
making it near impossible for her to

take care of her child diagnosed with
’mild mental retardation.’” Under
G.0.Ms.No.7, employees with such
dependents are eligible for posting at
institutions of their choice

are available.

Ironically, this Government
Order, which mandates author-
ities to take a "sympathetic
view;" has only remained on
paper when it comes to the offi-
cer's request. The officer was
allocated in 6th Zone under
GO317, but specific location of
duties was not mentioned in
orders which led to her losing
the opportunity for regular
posting. She applied for a reg-
ular posting at Government
Dental college and hospital
while serving under Foreign
service deputation. Her finan-
cial and personal situation has
worsened and was posted at

Govt fully prepared..

Continued from page 1
been rallying support
against the bill, which was
scrutinised by a Joint
Committee of Parliament
and approved with several
amendments.

Speaking to reporters,
Rijiju accused some political
parties and organisations, a
clear reference to the opposi-
tion and Muslim bodies, of
resorting to lies to mislead
society and stoke tensions,
while insisting that the bill is
in the interest of Muslims.
Muslims were urged to wear
black armbands during
Ramzan and Eid to express
their opposition to the pro-
posed law, he said, asserting
that inciting them to hit the
streets is not good for the
country.

Rijiju said it is being alleged
that the government will
snatch Muslim properties like
mosques and graveyards if the
bill becomes a law, dismissing
it as propaganda and noting
that the bill to regulate Waqf
has been in existence since
the British era.

He said a similar campaign

was started against the
Citizenship (Amendment)
Act and asked if a single
Muslim has lost citizenship
since the law came into exis-
tence.

He urged the opposition to
study the bill in detail and
then engage in discussions
with the government.

Asked if all the NDA par-
ties support the bill, he
claimed that not only the
ruling alliance but also many
MPs of the opposition INDIA
bloc have urged him to table
the proposed law quickly.

The bill is in the interest of
a majority of Muslims and
only a few leaders who have
exploited Waqf properties for
personal gains are against it,
he claimed and also noted the
support of the Kerala Catholic
Bishops Council to it.

Asserting that no other
bill has passed through such
an extensive consultation
process, he accused its crit-
ics of resorting to falshoods
and stressed that minorities
are safest in India and enjoy
the "best rights of free-
dom".

Sarojini Eye Hospital despite
requesting posting at Dental
college. Now with night duty
postings, the Nurse is unable to
attend to her child.

On the contrary, documents
accessed by The Pioneer show
that many other staff nurses
facing disciplinary proceed-
ings have been posted to hos-
pitals in Hyderabad's in 2023
and 2024. They were swiftly
accommodated in "existing
clear vacancies" by the Director
of Public Health and Family
Welfare (DPHFW), Telangana,
without the usual procedural
delays. Orders reveal that their
transfers were processed in

Deadline...

Continued from page 1
allocation ever made in the
state’s history for employ-
ment and skill development,
reflecting the government’s
commitment to enabling
youth to stand on their own
feet.

The Chief Minister and
Deputy Chief Minister are
personally monitoring the
progress of the scheme, he
added.

Bhatti directed officials to
ensure that youth face no
hurdles —from submitting
applications to operational-
ising units — and that mech-
anisms should be in place for
the swift redressal of issues.

He ordered that applica-
tion forms for the Rajiv Yuva
Vikasam scheme should be
made available at all mandal
parishad and municipal
offices so that applicants can
apply easily.

IT and Industries Minister
Sridhar Babu, who also
attended the meeting, said
the Industries Department
would conduct orientation
sessions for the selected ben-
eficiaries.

less than couple of months,
despite them being under
inquiry.

Meanwhile, staff nurse has not
seen her file move an inch for
three years. Even more telling is
that her case, rooted in a welfare
policy aimed at helping employ-
ees with special needs, has been
treated as if it were a favour rather
than a right.

Even after submitting a cer-
tificate from the Institute of
Mental Health confirming her
child's condition, her applica-
tion lies unattended. The
Nursing staff alleged that "files
without political push or pay-
ments gather dust. The trans-
fer which can be initiated at the
DPHO level has now been
moved to Secretary level.
Remarks and more remarks are
being added. It's very clear -
you either bribe, bring politi-
cal influence, or be ready to
suffer".

Sources state, "When our file
moved to government from
DPH, coincidentally, DPH
issued orders to others for
transfers at almost the same
time. Staff nurse got order in
a week. It is like adding insult
to injury.

KCR greets ...

Continued from page 1

He recalled how the BRS gov-
ernment had made Muslims
active partners in the states
progress during the 10 years of
its administration. He pointed
out that several schemes were
implemented for the welfare of
Muslims, setting an example
for the entire country.

KCR emphasised that the
policies of the BRS govern-
ment not only safeguarded
secularism but also ensured
peace across the state, attract-
ing investments from both
domestic and international
players.

Govt constitutes....

Continued from page 1
Analyse the existing digital
ecosystem that enables and
promotes illegal betting and
recommend steps to curb such
activities.

Evaluating legal provisions
to regulate online betting,
including potential restric-
tions on advertising and pro-
motions.

BRS to challenge
Govt’s anti-people
policies: Vemula

PNS M VELPUR (BALKONDA)

The BRS would continue to
question all anti-people poli-
cies of the Congress
Government both inside and
outside the Assembly, BRS
MLA Vemula Prashanth
Reddy said on Monday.

Addressing a joining pro-
gramme at his residence-
cum-office in Velpur,
Prashanth said that the wave
of new people joining the
BRS is proof of the rising
anger against the Congress
administration.

The event witnessed lead-
ers like BSP district presi-
dent and Balkonda
Assembly in-charge
Narsayya, former BSP can-
didate Srinivas, Bhimgal
Municipality Councillor
Borla Lingam, senior leader
Ranjith from Morthad and
Sikindrapur Pedamma Kadi
Thanda Sarpanch Ramesh
resigning from their parties
and joining the BRS.
Prashanth welcomed them
into the BRS by offering
them party stoles.

‘Oppn spreading
lies on Kanche
Gachibowli land’

PNS B HYDERABAD

Opposition leaders, particu-
larly BRS leaders, are spread-
ing lies regarding the Kanche
Gachibowli land, Bhongir
MP Chamala Kiran Kumar
Reddy said.

Chamala tweeted regard-
ing this on Monday, saying, "I
want to answer @sravandaso-
ju’s false propaganda against
Telangana Government.

There have been repeat-
ed attempts by some people
with ulterior motives who
are trying to push lies to
prevent the state govern-
ment from undertaking its
lawful duties.

He noted that the peaceful
atmosphere in Telangana was
a key factor for Hyderabad
becoming the preferred desti-
nation for multinational com-
panies, boosting the state’s
economy, and creating lakhs of
jobs for youth, especially in
real estate, pharma and other
sectors.

Referring to Ramzan, KCR
said that the holy month not
only strengthens spiritual
resolve but also spreads the
message of peace, compassion,
and harmony in society.

He appreciated the devotion
of Muslims during Ramzan
and expressed the hope that
the spirit of brotherhood
would continue.

Examining the role of state
and Central agencies like the
IT Department, GST author-
ities and the ministries of
Information & Broadcasting,
Electronics & IT, External
Affairs and Home Affairs in
controlling online gambling.

Propose policy changes for
payment systems and financial
institutions to detect and pre-
vent transactions linked to ille-
gal betting, with recommenda-
tions submitted to the RBI.

ALMANAC

Month & Paksham: Sukla Paksha
Tithi:
Chavithi: Apr 01 05:42 AM
to Apr 02 02:32 AM
Panchami: Apr 02 02:32 AM
to Apr 02 11:50 PM
Nakshatram:
Bharani: Mar 31 01:45 PM
to Apr 01 11:06 AM
Krithika: Apr 01 11:06 AM
to Apr 02 08:49 AM
Rahukalam: 3:22 PM to 4:54 PM
Yamagandam: ~ 9:17 AM to 10:48 AM
Varjyam: 09:58 PM to 11:25 PM
Gulika: 12:20 PM to 1:51 PM
Amritakalam: 06:50 AM to 08:15 AM

Abhijit Muhurtham: 11:55 AM to 12:44 PM

HYDERABAD WEATHER

Forecast: Sunny
Temp: 35%
Humidity: 58%
Sunrise: 6:11 AM
Sunset: 6:29 PM

Updated: March 31 2025 5:00 PM

KTR blasts Cong...

Continued from page 1

a hurry to destroy this ecologi-
cal treasure? Does Hyderabad
need another concrete jungle
costing Rs 30,000 crore when the
western part of the city is already
choking with buildings?” KTR
asked.

He pointed out that the UOH
and its surroundings serve as
one of the last remaining lungs
of Hyderabad.

Questioning Rahul Gandhi’s
silence, KTR said, “You spoke
about Aarey and Hasdeo forests.
You have visited UOH twice in
the past. Why this selective
silence when your government
is attacking students and
destroying greenery?”

“Can’t you hear the cries of
small animals being crushed
under bulldozers? Haven't you
seen the visuals of students
being dragged and beaten?” he
added.

Highlighting UOH’s legacy,
KTR recalled that it was estab-

lished after the first Telangana
Movement and has contributed
significantly to academics.

He accused the Congress of
betraying this legacy by reviving
a controversial plan first pro-
posed in 2003, meant to devel-
op sports facilities. He revealed
that despite boasting that 45,000
acres are available for projects
like Future City and Pharma
City, the government is target-
ing UOH's 400 acres.

KTR condemned the police
action inside the UOH campus,
conducted without the Vice-
Chancellor’s consent, stating
that female students were man-
handled and their clothes torn.

Two students have been ille-
gally detained. “The govern-
ment must reveal their where-
abouts immediately,” KTR
demanded, calling upon the
DGP to intervene. He appealed
to all political parties and alum-
ni currently in the Congress gov-
ernment, including ministers
Bhatti Vikramarka and Sridhar
Babu, to take a stand for the stu-
dents.

Land belongs...

Continued from page 1
it had revoked the allot-
ment in 2006 due to non-
utilization and transferred
it to the AP Youth
Advancement, Tourism
and Culture Department.
A legal battle ensued,
with IMG Academies chal-
lenging the revocation in
the High Court, but the
Telangana Government
secured a favourable judg-
ment on March 7, 2024.
The company later
approached the Supreme
Court, which dismissed
their petition on May 3,
2024, reaffirming that the
land is government proper-
ty.
yAfter this verdict, the
land was formally handed
over to the Telangana
Industrial Infrastructure
Corporation (TGIIC) on
June 24, 2024, and revenue
authorities transferred

physical possession on July
2024.

In coordination with
UoH, the TGIIC sought the
university's assistance in
boundary demarcation. A
joint survey conducted on
July 19, 2024, confirmed
that no part of the land
belonged to UoH, debunk-
ing claims that university
property was being
encroached upon.

Despite these official
clarifications, misinforma-
tion continued to circulate,
prompting UoH to issue a
press note emphasising that
no land demarcation had
been conducted by the uni-
versity.

It also dismissed allega-
tions that lakes like the
Buffalo Lake and Peacock
Lake were inside the dis-
puted zone. The UoH reaf-
firmed its request to the TG
government to reconsider
the possible impact on the
area’s environment and bio-
diversity.

—

BJP must win to strengthen
local bodies: Kishan

PNS B HYDERABAD

The BJP must win local body
elections to strengthen local
bodies in the state, Telangana
BJP President G. Kishan Reddy
said. He called for a mass
movement against the Congress
and asked people to prepare
themselves for struggles.

A meeting of BJP office
bearers was held at the state
BJP office in Hyderabad on
Monday under the chairman-
ship of Kishan Reddy. MLAs,
MPs, MLCs and newly elected
district presidents attended
the meeting.

Addressing the meeting,
Kishan said the Congress gov-
ernment has failed to imple-

Jep b

ment its six guarantees.

He gave directions to BJP
leaders on organizational mat-
ters and said that the remain-
ing posts of district party pres-
idents and mandal presidents
would be filled soon.

Kishan Reddy discussed the
steps to be taken to protect the
rights of farmers. He said the
people are now looking

Govt must rethink on selling
UoH land: V|shweshwar

PNS B HYDERABAD

The BJP’s Chevella MP,
Konda Vishweshwar Reddy,
said that the state govern-
ment should rethink on the
Hyderabad Central
University (HCU) land issue.
He said that there were |
trees and mounds in those
lands and many species of
birds and animals are living
there. Is it correct on the part
of the state government to sell
those lands as the govern-
ment’s finances are bad, he said.
Addressing the media at the
state BJP office here on
Monday, Vishweshwar said
the government should not
harm both nature and stu-
dents and criticised BRS lead-
ers, who sold government
land during their rule, for
staging a dharna protesting
against the sale of HCU lands.
“The state government
should examine alternatives

Y .

instead of selling lands. If the
BRS had been in power, they
would have sold this very
land by this time. But they are
protesting now. A fact-finding
team of the BJP will go to
HCU,” Vishweshwar said.
Meanwhile, former MP
Seetharam Naik said that sell-
ing HCU land is like selling
our children. The lands of
Kakatiya University have also
been alienated. HCU needs
thousands of acres. KCR and
Revanth Reddy are trying to
destroy Telangana. The sale of
these lands should be stopped
immediately, he said.

Chennai Telugus felicitate Gudur

B

BJP leader Gudur Narayana Reddy feliciated at Chennai on Monday

PNS B HYDERABAD

Senior BJP leader Gudur
Narayana Reddy was felicitat-
ed at Chennai on Sunday on
Ugadi Day, for producing the
movie ‘Razakar: The Silent
Genocide of Hyderabad’

He was felicitated by the Sri
Kala ~ Sudha  Telugu
Association, which organised
Ugadi celebrations in Chennai.

Govt may seek...

Continued from page 1
However, there were also
rumours in Congress circles that
anything could happen, like
filling up all the six vacant posts.
There is no clarity on who

Whyareyou..

Continued from page 1
“Does the Chief Minister
have no humaneness?
Students are protesting to
safeguard HCU lands, and
you are beating them like
criminals. Why are you drag-
ging lady students by their
hair and beating them cruel-
ly? Is this your governance?
Is your job only to sell pub-
lic lands worth billions?"
Sanjay said.

“No one who saw the
lathi-charge on students at

Hyderabad Central
University on Sunday can
control themselves.

Everyone's eyes welled up
with tears. But Congress
leaders think they have done
something great,” he said.
Lashing out at the police,
Sanjay said, "When ABVP
students were protesting, you
stormed into their rooms
and assaulted them. Do you
think you can unleash tyran-

The Association chose
‘Razakar: The Silent Genocide
of Hyderabad’ in the best his-
torical movie category and
felicitated Gudur for produc-
ing it. He was also presented
a memento.

The Association also felic-
itated  Oscar  winner
Chandrabose, music director
RP Patnaik and other Telugu
film personalities.

is going to get a place in the
Cabinet in the proposed
expansion. It is learnt that the
party has been facing a lot of
pressure due to the competi-
tion among MLAs to grab
Minister posts. So the party is
not giving any clue regarding
this.

ny at will? Action must be
taken against the police offi-
cers responsible for the lathi-
charge. An inquiry into the
incident must be conducted
immediately. And what is the
Education Commission
doing?"

On GHMC local body
MLC elections, he said that
the Congress, the BRS and
the AIMIM are conspiring
together.

The Congress and the BRS
are trying to ensure the
AIMIM candidate’s victory.
These two joined hands at
the southern states meeting
held in the name of delimi-
tation, and are now coordi-
nating with each other to
organise a public meeting in
Hyderabad. They are backing
the AIMIM candidate in the
GHMC Local Body MLC
elections. The BRS has
around 70 votes, but it is not
contesting. The Congress,
too, has not fielded a candi-
date. Isn’t this clear evidence
of their collusion?

L8
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towards the BJP and that the
BJP will continue its struggle
and come to power.

He said the BJP won the
Teacher Graduate MLC elec-
tions and that despite the con-
spiracies of the Congress and
the BRS, the BJP won two
seats. The people are against
the KCR family and BRS, he
added.

NYT report links
Indian firm to
Russian agency

PNS B NEW DELHI

A report in The New York
Times linking a company
that is part of a British aero-
space major to a state-run
Indian defence firm claiming
that the latter has ties with a
Russian arms agency is "fac-
tually incorrect” and "mis-
leading", official sources said
on Monday.

The report suggested that
military hardware supplied by
the British firm to the Indian
company may have found its
way to the Russian agency
Rosoboronexport.

The report has "tried to
frame issues and distort facts
to suit a political narrative",
the sources said, adding the
media outlet "overlooked"
basic due diligence.

"The Indian entity men-
tioned in the report has
scrupulously followed all its
international obligations on
strategic trade controls and
end-user commitments," said
a source.

"India’s robust legal and
regulatory framework on
strategic trade continues to
guide overseas commercial
ventures by its companies," it
said.

"We expect reputed media
outlets to undertake basic
due diligence while pub-
lishing such reports, which
obviously was overlooked
in the instant case," the
source said.

Tension grips....

Continued from page 1
Madhapur Division was seri-
ously injured on his right
knee and ankle.

Police detained 53 individ-
uals under Section 170 of
BNSS. They were later
released on personal bonds.
However, two individuals, B.
Rohit Kumar and Erram
Naveen Kumar, were arrest-
ed and remanded to judicial
custody. Police confirmed
that both were no longer stu-
dents at HCU.

A case was registered at
Gachibowli Police Station
under the law for unlawful
assembly, rioting and assault
on public servants.

TGIIC bulldozers...

Continued from page 1
about the impact on wildlife,
including birds, peacocks and
other species.

Despite protests, the TGIIC
has started clearing the land.
Students who created a social
media page titled ‘Save City
Forests, are sharing videos
capturing the distressing
sounds of birds due to the
felling of large trees.

Many have posted videos
on X, showing peacocks cry-
ing. Students identified the
distress calls as the cries of
peacocks mourning the loss of
their habitat.

“This is the lowest possi-
ble level our government
can stoop to. They want the
public to follow rules, but
they go ahead and destroy
greenery. We have the exper-
tise to rebuild what's lost,”
said the Vata Foundation,
which focuses on saving
trees.
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CITY EVENTS
Tuesday Night

With DJ Salman

Venue

36 Downtown Brew Pub
(Vapour)
April 1, (8 pm)

Ugadi
Vasanthosthavalu
2025

Kathak performance by stu-
dents of Srivalli Rao

Venue

Shilparamam
April 1, (5:30 pm)
|

Tuesday Night
With DJ Sandy

Venue
White Hart - Kitchen &
Lounge
April 1, (8 pm)

Live Performance
By Raagam (Band)

Venue
Amnesia Sky Bar
April 1, (8 pm)
|

The #Pioneer

Students’ concern over cancelling

Three held for
drunken driving
in Filmnagar

Filmnagar Police arrested
three individuals, including
the driver of a car, for driving
under the influence of alco-
hol and causing damage to
two parked bikes in Jubilee
Hills. The accused were iden-
tified as B Raj Kiran, aged 28,
the driver, along with his
companions B Mallikarjun,
aged 21, and K Snehit, aged
24, all residents of Banjara
Hills.

According to the police, on
the night of March 28,
around 9 pm, Hashmathullah
Khan, an employee of Saboo
Ceramic Pro, parked his
Activa bike outside his work-
place on Road No. 92, Jubilee
Hills. Around 2 am, a Swift
Dzire car, bearing registration
number TS09UD7377, dri-
ven rashly and negligently,
lost control, flipped and col-
lided with the parked Activa
and another Honda Dio bike.

Upon receiving the com-
plaint, the Filmnagar Police
rushed to the spot and took
into custody the driver along
with his two associates, all of
whom had consumed alco-
hol. During a breath analyz-
er test, the driver was found
to be in an inebriated state
and was also driving without
a valid driving licence.
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senior residency counselling

DEEPIKA PASHAM
deepikapasham2015@gmail.com
W HYDERABAD

The implementation of GO 35 for
selecting senior residency candi-
dates in Telangana's Government
Dental College has stirred contro-
versy as students and applicants
find themselves divided into local

and non-local categories.

The unexpected impact of this
classification led to the last-minute
cancellation of the scheduled

counselling on Monday.

Osmania Dental College in
Hyderabad is the only government
dental institution in the State,
offering 50 senior residency posi-
tions annually to both private

and government candidates.

Senior residency is a crucial

requirement for securing a lectur-

er position in government dental

colleges.

The disparity in salaries further
exacerbates concerns, with private
college residents earning Rs 30,000
per month compared to Rs
1,25,000 in government institu-

tions.

A major point of contention is
the division of applicants into
Zone 1 and Zone 2. Osmania
Dental College falls under Zone 1,
making candidates from Zone 2
non-local applicants despite the

college in their region.

ble candidates applied.

absence of a government dental

One of the applicants told The
Pioneer, "We were unaware of the
criteria and GO 35 until March 27.
The general notification was
issued on March 11 and all eligi-

However, on March 27, a pro-
visional list was released, dividing
applicants into two zones."

Expressing frustration, another
applicant added, "Zone 1 has no
government dental college. Where

03

Students and

Caem

R | 3%

are we supposed to go? We
approached the Director of
Medical Education, Academics,
and he intervened, yet counselling
was cancelled at the last moment."

A Health Department official
assured The Pioneer, "We are
considering the applicants' con-
cerns and will announce a new
counselling date soon."

Dr MD Manzur, national pres-
ident of the All India Dental
Surgeons
Association, stated that efforts

are underway to ensure
do not face injustice in their own
State.

With nine specialized depart-

ments -

and Maxillofacial

managed.

Oral Medicine and
Radiology, Conservative and
Endodontics, Pedodontics, Oral

Periodontics, Oral Pathology,
Prosthodontics, Public Health
Dentistry, and Orthodontics -
applicants argue that merit-based
allocation can be more equitably

inquiry.

vided.

applicants

Surgery,

agreements.

CM orders
probe into HCA

controversy

PNS ® HYDERABAD

A major controversy has erupted over the
alleged misconduct by the Hyderabad Cricket
Association (HCA) officials prompting Chief
Minister A Revanth Reddy to order a vigilance

The controversy arose after Sunrisers
Hyderabad (SRH) general manager Srinath
TB accused the HCA of blackmailing the fran-
chise for additional complimentary IPL tick-
ets. According to SRH, access to a corporate
box was blocked until extra passes were pro-

Taking serious note of the allegations, the
CM directed Vigilance DG Kothakota
Srinivas Reddy to conduct a thorough inves-
tigation. However, the HCA denied receiving
any official complaint from SRH and dis-
missed the reports as a false campaign.

In a detailed response, the HCA Apex
Council refuted SRH's claims, stating that the
franchise had already issued 20 more passes
than the seating capacity of a corporate box.
The council also accused SRH officials of
changing their allegations and attempting to
malign HCA president A Jagan Mohan Rao.

HCA clarified that the 3,880 complimen-
tary tickets issued to them were received by
the treasurer, not the president, and denied
any coercion regarding the additional 20 tick-
ets. The association also criticised SRH for
being uncooperative and unresponsive
regarding stadium facilities and ticketing

Water supply restored in record 5 hours after pump failure

PNS B HYDERABAD

Water supply was disrupted on
Monday morning in parts of
the city after a technical fault
led to the shutdown of 100 HP
pumps at the Aliabad reservoir.
The glitch, caused by a short
circuit due to a power cable
issue around 5:30 am, affected
several areas under Division-
1 and Division-8 of the
Hyderabad Metropolitan
Water Supply and Sewerage
Board (HMWSSB). However,
thanks to swift intervention,
supply was restored within
five hours, drawing praise from
Managing Director Ashok

Reddy.

Officials immediately
brought the issue to the notice
of Ashok Reddy, who directed
the engineering teams to
ensure prompt repair, keeping
in view the ongoing Ramzan

festivities. Responding quick-
ly, the Operations and
Maintenance (O&M) and
Electrical Wing teams worked
in coordination, along with
workers and staff, to carry out
emergency repairs. By 11:00

am, the damaged components
were restored and water supply
was resumed. Supply was
restored to almost 650 connec-
tions across areas including
Shakkar Ganj, Rooplal Bazaar,
Faridiya Masjid, Shalibanda
Main Road, Lasal Darwaza
Mood, Ghazi Bund,
Hamalwadi, and Kazipura
under the Misrigunj section.

Ashok Reddy appreciated
the record-time restoration
and commended the efforts of
the staff. He urged them to
continue the same dedication
in future operations to ensure
uninterrupted service during
critical periods.

‘Vikasith Bharat Entrepreneur will motivate
youth to start businesses: Kishan Reddy

PNS H HYDERABAD

Telangana BJP president and Union
Minister of Coal and Mines G Kishan
Reddy launched the Vikasith Bharat
Entrepreneur Network in Hyderabad on

Monday.

Speaking on the occasion, Kishan
Reddy said that with the aim of making
India a developed country by 2047, the
'Vikasith Bharat Entrepreneur’ organiza-
tion was launched in Hyderabad to guide
the development of entrepreneurs. The
youth of this country aspire to do research
and start their own businesses. Such peo-
ple need proper guidance. It is necessary

said.

to produce entrepreneurs on a large scale,
especially in rural areas, assembly centres
and district centres. Changes should be
brought about through technology in the
agricultural sector. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is strongly encouraging
startups and young entrepreneurs. The
Central government has simplified the
clearance processes of loans and other per-
missions from banks, the Union Minister

Kishan Reddy said that the 'Vikasith
Bharat Entrepreneur' organization will
help motivate and train the youth of
Telangana and Andhra Pradesh to start
businesses.

Maoists condel_nn
curhs on protests in 0U

PNS B HYDERABAD

The imposition of restrictions
in Osmania University (OU)
has drawn sharp criticism
from the Maoist Party, which
has expressed its anger against
the Congress government.

A letter released under the
name of Maoist Party
spokesperson Jagan alleged
that democracy is at unprece-
dented risk due to the policies
of the current rulers.

The letter strongly con-
demned the government, stat-
ing that it is suppressing voic-
es that question its anti-peo-
ple policies.

It accused the Congress of

implementing dictatorial mea-
sures that destroy basic civil
liberties and democratic val-
ues.

The party highlighted that
on March 13, the OU
Registrar, acting on the
Congress government's orders,
issued directives banning
protests, demonstrations, and
rallies on campus. The govern-
ment even warned of strict
punishment for those who
defy these orders, which the
Maoists claim is an attempt to
crush student movements in
universities.

The letter denounced these
actions as unconstitutional
and undemocratic.

TGNPDCL sets up
Consumer Feedback Cell

PNS ® HYDERABAD

In a move aimed at strength-
ening service quality and
consumer satisfaction, the
Northern Power Distribution
Company of Telangana
Limited (TGNPDCL) has
launched a dedicated
Consumer Feedback Cell.
Announcing the initiative
on Monday, TGNPDCL
Chairman and Managing
Director Karnati Varun
Reddy said the new cell will
directly engage with con-
sumers to gather feedback on
key service parameters and
improve the overall perfor-
mance of the organization.

Under this initiative, the
company will randomly
select 60 consumers every
day, collecting feedback from
about 1,800 consumers each
month across its 16 opera-
tional circles. The feedback
will focus on four crucial
areas — timely release of new
connections, behavior of offi-
cials and staff, resolution of
consumer complaints, and
prevention of corrupt prac-
tices.

Based on the feedback,
officials, including
Operations & Maintenance
staff and section officers,

will be assessed and rated
periodically. To encourage
competitive and consumer-
friendly service delivery,
TGNPDCL will introduce a

“Consumer Service
Excellence Award” every
quarter for top-performing
officials, followed by annual
awards for the best perform-
ers across the organization.

Karnati Varun Reddy
emphasized that this proac-
tive engagement will not only
help in resolving existing

service issues but will also
ensure that recurring prob-
lems are prevented. “This
feedback mechanism will
allow us to identify chal-
lenges, take corrective mea-
sures promptly, and further
strengthen consumer trust,”
he said.

The TGNPDCL aims to
make this initiative a bench-
mark in public utility ser-
vices by putting consumer
satisfaction at the center of
its functioning.

Habitual offender nabbed for chain snatching

PNS B HYDERABAD

The Commissioner's Task
Force, South-East Zone, in
coordination with Humayun
Nagar Police, arrested a habit-
ual property offender involved
in 11 chain snatching and theft
cases across Hyderabad city.

The accused, Shaik Saddam
Hussain alias Saddam, aged 32,
a carpenter by profession and
a resident of Mallepally, was
apprehended on March 29
while attempting to dispose of
a stolen gold chain.

Saddam is also a suspect
sheeter of Habeeb Nagar Police
Station and had two long-
pending Non-Bailable
Warrants (NBWs) executed
against him.

The arrest was made follow-
ing a complaint from a woman
victim who lost her gold
'‘Mangala Sutram' chain while
boarding an RTC bus at
Mehdipatnam on March 25.
Acting swiftly, the South-East
Zone Task Force and
Humayun Nagar Police exam-
ined CCTV footage, analyzed

technical clues, and identified
the accused. He was caught
red-handed at Mallepally cross-
roads while trying to sell the
stolen ornament.

During interrogation,
Saddam confessed to commit-
ting multiple offences using the
same modus operandi, target-
ing women passengers in RTC
buses. He, along with his asso-
ciates, has been involved in
snatching chains and pick-
pocketing, and is linked to at
least 46 property offences since

0.

Despite being arrested ear-
lier in 2024 by Narayanguda
Police for similar crimes and
released on bail, he resumed
criminal activities and
remained absconding. Police
recovered a gold chain weigh-
ing 20 grams worth approxi-
mately Rs. 1,70,000 from the
accused. The arrested has been
remanded to judicial custody.

The police detected his
involvement in 11 cases regis-
tered across various police sta-
tions, including Humayun
Nagar, Afzalgunj, Lalaguda,

Narayanguda, Sulthan Bazar,
and Banjara Hills. Additionally,
two pending NBWs from
Humayun Nagar and
Narayanguda police stations
were executed during his arrest.

The operation was led by
Inspector S Saidababu, South-
East Zone Task Force,
Inspector S Mallesh, Humayun
Nagar Police, Detective
Inspector G Bala Krishna,
along with Sub-Inspectors and
constables of both Task Force
and Humayun Nagar Crime
Staff.

GHMC announces 5% property tax
rebate under Early Bird Scheme

PNS ® HYDERABAD

The Greater Hyderabad Municipal Corporation
(GHMC) has announced a 5 per cent rebate on

property tax for the financial

under its Early Bird Scheme. The scheme, intro-
duced for the benefit of property taxpayers,
allows citizens to avail the rebate if they pay their
entire current year's property tax by April 30,
2025 said GHMC in a statement.

According to a government notification
amending the GHMC Act of 1955, taxpayers
who settle their dues before the deadline,
regardless of receiving a bill or demand notice,

will be eligible for the rebate.

scheme does not apply to arrears from previ-

ous years.
The GHMC has urged citi
advantage of this initiative. The

year 2025-26

However, the

zens to take
tax collection

under this scheme will commence from April
1, 2025.

Hyd woman arrested in
digital arrest fraud case

PNS B HYDERABAD

Hyderabad Cyber Crime
Police arrested a 46-year-old
woman identified as
Krothapalli Rithika, a resident
of Kompally and a real estate
business operator, for her
alleged involvement in a wide-
spread digital arrest fraud.
The case was registered under
Cr.No. 2866/2024, invoking
multiple sections of the IT Act
and BNS. Rithika, now in judi-
cial remand, is accused of
being involved in 32 similar
cases across India, including
three in Telangana.
According to police, the
case surfaced when a
Hyderabad-based victim
received a call from someone
impersonating a head consta-
ble from Kurla police station,
Mumbai. The fraudster
claimed that the victim was
involved in a money launder-
ing case and had an account
opened in their name at ICICI
Bank, Bandra-Kurla branch,
linked to illegal transactions.

The victim was then forced
into a so-called 'digital arrest'
via a Skype call. Claiming that
the Reserve Bank of India and
Supreme Court permitted ver-
ification, the fraudster coerced
the victim to transfer his entire
funds into a designated
account. Despite lacking suffi-
cient funds, the victim was per-
suaded to take a pre-approved
loan and transferred Rs
3,57,998 believing the money
would be returned within 24
hours.

However, once the transac-
tion was completed, the fraud-
sters disappeared.

Police investigation led to
the earlier arrest of three
accused - Thota Srinivasa Rao,
Jeevan Kumar, and T
Raghuveer from Guntur,
Andhra Pradesh on March
25. They were produced before
the court and remanded to
judicial custody. Rithika, who
was identified as A2 in the
case, was later arrested on
March 29 and remanded.

Police revealed that the gang

operated by contacting victims
through social media,
WhatsApp, Telegram and
Skype calls, impersonating
officials from agencies like
CBI, Cyber Crime and
Telecom authorities. They fab-
ricated cases involving serious
offences such as human traf-
ficking, money laundering and
terrorist activities to intimidate
victims and extract money
under the guise of digital
arrests. Once the victims trans-
ferred funds, the scammers
would block them.

During the operation, police
seized two Realme mobile
phones, one Mi phone, one
Lava basic phone, nine cheque
books from various banks,
three bank passbooks, cheque
leaves, two stamps, one QR
code scanner, three ATM cards
and five SIM cards used in the
crime.

Inspector S Naresh, along
with ST Manmohan, HC Feroz,
PC Rakesh, and WPC Bharavi
of the Cyber Crime Unit, suc-
cessfully cracked the case.




Maoist leacer Renuka with her parents (file photo)

Warangal woman Maoist killed
in Chhattisgarh encounter

PNS m WARANGAL

A woman Maoist leader, who
hailed from the erstwhile
Warangal district, died in an
encounter that took place in
Chhattisgarh at the crack of
dawn on Monday. The Maoist
leader, who carried a Rs 25
lakh reward, was identified as
Renuka alias Chaitu alias
Saraswati, according to
Superintendent of Police
Gaurav Rai. She is a member
of the Dandakaranya Special
Zonal Committee. Renuka
hailed from the Kadavendi vil-
lage in the erstwhile Warangal
district. The village is now part
of the Jangaon district. She
joined the Maoist party 35
years ago.

Renuka, who originally
came from Kadavendi village,
became an active member of
the Maoist movement after
completing her LLB and prac-
tising law in Tirupati. She

also worked with women's
organisations. After the Alipiri
attack on the then chief min-
ister N Chandrababu Naidu,
she joined the Maoist party as
a full-time activist.

Later, she married Erra
Reddy Santosh Reddy, a
Maoist. After he died in an
encounter, Renuka continued
to work in the movement, and
she reportedly worked in the
special zonal committee under
the leadership of Maoist leader
Shakhamuri Appa Rao.

Her father was a retired
school teacher, and she had
two brothers—one is a lawyer
and the other works as a jour-
nalist in Delhi.

Kadavendi village, known
for its revolutionary signifi-
cance, has long been a place
associated with uprisings. The
news of Renukas death has
cast a pall of gloom over the
village, leaving the people in
deep grief.

Health officials fail to curb
‘illegal’ practices of RMPs

ACB caught P Ravi Shankar, District Extension and Media
Officer while he was accepting a bribe of Rs 30,000

PNS B ADILABAD

The reputation of the Health
Department in Adilabad district is
under severe scrutiny due to its fail-
ure to properly oversee the activi-
ties of Rural Medical Practitioners
(RMPs) and Primary Medical
Practitioners (PMPs) in rural areas.
Health Department officials have
been accused of neglecting routine
inspections, stepping in only when
major incidents occur. As a result,
RMPs and PMPs are allegedly pro-
viding medical treatments beyond
their authorised scope, putting

public health at risk.

In urban areas, the situation is
equally concerning, with accusa-
tions of private hospitals exploiting
patients financially while offering
substandard care. A recent case
highlighted the issue when a PMP
in the village of Mannur,
Gudihatnurmandal, attempted an
illegal termination of pregnancy on
a teenager. The PMP, who is not
supposed to perform such proce-
dures, administered abortion pills
to the girl, who later discarded the

fetus in a stream.

Following a complaint from
locals, the Health Department offi-
cials conducted a raid on the clin-
ic, seizing equipment and medica-

Registered
Medical
Practitioners
or

Queacks?

(DM and HO), Adilabad, while he
was accepting a bribe of Rs 30,000.

There has been widespread crit-
icism of the department's inabili-
ty to regulate medical practices
effectively.

The RMPs and PMPs are report-
edly setting up clinics, diagnostic
labs, and medical shops in rural
areas, offering unauthorized treat-
ments and exploiting the lack of
awareness among villagers. While

tions. However, it was alleged that
the officials turned a blind eye a
medical shop owner who had sold
the abortion pills to the girl.

The Anti-Corruption Bureau
subsequently caught him red-hand-
ed during the transaction. This
incident has raised serious ques-
tions about corruption within the
health department, with suspi-
cions that officials are turning a
blind eye to private clinics and hos-

Visually impaired
teacher wins hearts of

students,

PNS B NIZAMABAD

He maintained unwavering faith
despite facing numerous challenges.
His blindness never caused him dis-
tress; instead, he stood resolutely
against a world he could not see, deter-
mined to improve it for everyone.
Through sheer dedication, he became
a government teacher, tirelessly work-
ing to educate his students in a man-
ner they could grasp, ultimately
becoming a role model for many.

After 36 years of committed service,
he left a profound impact on countless
students. As he retires, both his stu-
dents and colleagues express their
heartfelt goodbyes.

Gangadhar, born in Sirpur village
under Nandipet mandal in the
Nizamabad district, was blind from
birth. However, this did not diminish
his aspirations. Armed with an MA
and a BEd degree, he embarked on his
teaching career in 1989. Over the next
three decades, he taught in rural
schools, eventually settling in Amrad
at ZPHS, where he taught Telugu.

No matter where he worked,
Gangadhar remained devoted to his
profession, with the primary aim of
shaping his students into responsible
individuals, which resulted in a con-
sistent 100 per cent pass rate in the
schools he served. Despite his blind-
ness, he never took a day off, treating
his students with the care of a parent.
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Gangadhar

In the classroom, he would begin by
reciting a poem or sharing a story to
capture his students' attention. He
believed that this engaging and struc-
tured approach helped maintain dis-
cipline and sparked interest in the sub-
ject matter. Even without sight, he kept
avigilant eye on each student, remind-
ing them to stay focused, as those who
failed to learn would face repercussions
from the principal. One of the most
difficult topics in the Class 10 curricu-
lum was the Ramayana, introduced as
an additional subject. Observing a lack
of interest among students, Gangadhar
began narrating the story in a more
captivating manner, akin to a movie.
He felt that this approach made the
material more engaging, and his inno-
vative teaching methods succeeded in
keeping students eager to learn.

‘Cheddy Tattoo Gang’
sparks panic in Warangal

pitals in exchange for bribes.

The Telangana Anti-Corruption
Bureau (ACB) on Friday caught P
Ravi Shankar, District Extension
and Media Officer, Office of the
District Medical and Health Officer

RMPs and PMPs are only licensed
to provide first-aid, they are pre-
scribing medicines available exclu-
sively in their own shops and
referring patients to private hospi-
tals in exchange for commissions.

PNS B WARANGAL

The city of Warangal has witnessed a
surge in criminal activity, with various
ruthless gangs engaging in thefts and
robberies. Previously, residents had dealt
with notorious groups like the "Cheddy

SCCL to start operauons in three opencast mines

PNS m BHADRADRI KOTHAGUDEM

The Singareni Collieries Company Limited
(SCCL) is preparing to begin operations at
three opencast mines in the upcoming fis-
cal year. These include the Naini opencast
mine in Odisha, the VK opencast mine in
Kothagudem, and the JK opencast mine in

Pusapalli.

Although these mines were initially slat-

ed to begin operations five years ago, delays

occurred due to strained relations between
the Telangana state government led by BRS

and the Central government.

(CMD) Sridhar and the company's direc-

Additionally, the former SCCL
Chairman-cum-Managing Director

tors did not prioritise securing the neces-
sary permissions for these mines, which
affected coal production targets.

Under the leadership of the new CMD
N. Balaram, SCCL has refocused its efforts
on launching these mines to meet rising
energy demands. His efforts in Delhi
were successful, particularly in gaining
approval for the VK opencast mine at
Kothagudem, which many had feared

would be delayed further.

The SCCL has already completed the
overburden tender process for the VK

mine, with permissions granted last Friday.

The VK mine, with coal deposits estimat-
ed at 190 million tons and a projected lifes-
pan of 30 years, will begin coal excavation
in June. In the first four years, 5.3 million
tons of coal will be mined annually, with
a planned increase to 6.3 million tons per

year thereafter.

Additionally, coal extraction at the
Pusapalli mine (GK 5 OC) in Illendu is set
to begin in August. This mine is expected
to yield at least 20 million tons of coal, with
an annual excavation target of 2.3 million
tons, further boosting SCCL's coal produc-

tion capacity.

Gang" and the "Parthu Gang."
However, a new and menacing gang
has emerged, known as the "Cheddy
Tattoo Gang," which has been linked to
a series of robberies. This gang appears
to have a well-organised plan targeting
luxury homes and affluent residences in
Warangal, as suspected by law enforce-
ment. Recently, a robbery attempt
occurred at a residence in the limits of

the Hanamakonda Kakatiya University
Police Station. Fortunately, there were no
injuries reported, and both the residents
and police were relieved.

Upon reviewing the CCTV footage,
authorities were taken aback. In response,
the police mobilised quickly, took mea-
sures to prevent the tattoo gang from

escalating their criminal activities. They

CCTV footage of alleged Cheddy Tattoo Gangh miscreants

established specialised police teams to
conduct thorough searches throughout
the city, intensified night patrols, and
alerted community committees in
wealthier neighborhoods. Daytime sur-
veillance was also increased to monitor
the movements of outsiders.

Mahabubnagar railway station
undergoing transformation

PNS B MAHABUBNAGAR

The Centre is focusing on the
development of new railway
lines and stations in Telangana.
Several new railway lines have
already been proposed in var-
ious routes. Recently, the
Railway Ministry revealed that
a train line will be laid between
Vikarabad and Krishna.
Additionally, under the Amrit
Bharat Station scheme, over 30
railway stations are being
developed across the state. It is
well known that the Cherlapalli
railway terminal has been con-
structed at a cost of over 2450
crore. The development work
at the Secunderabad railway
station is also ongoing.
Recently, the design for the
Mahbubnagar railway station
has been finalised, and it will
undergo a complete transfor-
mation. The station will be

developed in the manner of
those found in major cities.
The double line work between

Mahbubnagar and
Secunderabad has already
been completed. In this regard,
the railway station will also be
modernised to provide better
amenities to passengers. The
old Nizam-era building cur-
rently standing there will be
demolished, and a new build-
ing will be constructed in its
place.

In this regard, the railway
authorities recently released
the blueprint for the new sta-
tion. This station will be
equipped with state-of-the-art
facilities.

A car parking area and sep-
arate roads for vehicle move-
ment will be constructed in
front of the station. The main
entrance near the first plat-
form, along with the old build-
ing, will be replaced by two
loop lines.

Eid-ul-Fitr celebrated i m RR dist

PNS B RANGAREDDY

Eid-ul-Fitr was celebrated with
traditional fervour in
Rangareddy district on
Monday with the faithful offer-
ing special prayers at mosques
and Eidgahs.

Marking the occasion, MLC
Naveen Kumar Reddy and
former MLA Anjaiah Yadav
extended Ramadan greetings
to Muslim brothers.

Speaking on the occasion,
MLC Naveen Kumar Reddy
highlighted the significance
of festival. Former MLA
Anjaiah Yadav also conveyed
his greetings, urging people to
uphold the values of brother-
hood, happiness, and good
health. The event saw the pres-
ence of BRS senior leaders
Vankayala Narayana Reddy,
Kadempalli Srinivas Goud,
former Shadnagar town coun-
cilors, former Sarpanchs of
Farooq Nagar Mandal,
MPTCs, BRS leaders, and

activists.

MLA Veerlapalli Shankar
Extends Ramadan Greetings in
Shadnagar. Shankar, along with
Market Committee Vice
Chairman Babar Khan and
Congress leaders Chendi
Tirupathi Reddy and
Vishwam, joined the celebra-
tions.

Addressing the gathering,
the MLA expressed happiness
over the grand celebrations fol-
lowing a month of fasting.

He stated that the Congress
government had made special
arrangements at Eidgahs to
ensure smooth celebrations
and provided essential facili-
ties.

Woman raped at Urkonda
Peta, three arrested

PNS B NAGARKURNOOL

In a shocking incident, a
woman was allegedly at
Urkonda Peta under Urkonda
mandal in the district on
Saturday night. The incident
came to light.

The incident happened
when a couple from a village
in Mahabubnagar district
came to Urkonda Peta on
Saturday evening to fulfill
their vows at the Anjaneya
Swamy temple. After the dar-
shan, they wanted to spend the
night at the temple.

When the woman went to a
nearby deserted place to
relieve herself, young men
who were lying in wait there
stopped her and took her to a
nearby hill and raped her.
When the woman did not
return, her relatives went in
search of her. The accused
attacked the relatives and
trussed them up, the police
said.

A total of eight individuals
were identified and of five
were taken into custody, the
police said. Three more sus-
pects are still at large.

‘Karimnagar likely to face
severe drinking water shortage’

PNS m KARIMNAGAR

In the coming three months,
the residents in the limits of the
Karimnagar  Municipal
Corporation area are likely to
face drinking water shortage,
said former minister and
Karimnagar MLA Gangula
Kamalakar on Monday
Kamalakar, along with BRS
party leaders, visited the Lower
Manair Dam on Monday to
understand the situation aris-
ing out of plummeting water
levels. During the visit, the
MLA first inspected the water
levels in the dam and obtained
details from the officials.
Later, at a media interaction,
he mentioned that he and the
BRS party visited the Lower
Manair Dam (LMD), which
supplies drinking water to
Karimnagar city and drinking

Former minister Gangula Kamalakar, along with BRS leaders visiting the Lower
Manair dam in the Karimnagar district on Monday

and irrigation water to areas
like Suryapet. He also men-
tioned that Mission Bhagiratha
supplies clean drinking water
to 1.2 million people around
Karimnagar.

He recalled that during the
undivided Andhra Pradesh
government, there were con-

flicts over water issues, and in
2012 before Telangana was
formed, he personally blocked
the release of water from LMD
to lower areas by placing sand-
bags. He warned the govern-
ment to ensure such situations
do not arise again.

He pointed out that since the

formation of Telangana, there
had been no instances of any
leader protesting for water
during the 10 years of rule
under the leadership of K
Chandarashekar Rao.

However, currently, the
water level in the Lower
Manair Dam plummeted to
about 5.7 TMC ft of water, the
lowest water level seen in the
past 10 years. He expressed
concern that despite the avail-
able water, there is no effort to
bring water from other sources
like Mid Manair, Ellampalli, or
SRSP to fill LMD. Out of the
5.7 TMC ft, 2.5 TMC ft is con-
sidered dead storage, leaving
only 3.2 TMC ft available, he
said. Kamalakar appealed to
the government to take correc-
tive measures to ensure that
there is no threat to drinking
water in Karimnagar.

MLC Naveen Kumar Reddy
felicitates retired teacher

PNS B RANGAREDDY

MLC Naveen Kumar Reddy
stated that retirement is a
natural part of one’s tenure in
office as he felicitated Gantala
Bhagyavati, who retired as a
teacher on Monday after 37
years of service.

Addressing the gathering,
MLC Naveen Kumar Reddy
praised Gantala Bhagyavati’s
dedication, highlighting her
significant contributions to
shaping young students into
responsible citizens.

He emphasised that com-
pleting 37 years of govern-
ment service without blemish
is a remarkable achievement.

Wishing her a happy and
prosperous post-retirement
life, MLC Naveen Kumar
Reddy expressed hope that she
would continue to receive
divine blessings for a long and

healthy life.

He also lauded her unwa-
vering commitment to society
and expressed confidence that
she would always remain
engaged in community ser-
vice.

The felicitation ceremony
was attended by Gantala
Bhagyavati’s family members
and several BRS leaders, who
came together to honor her
years of dedication and hard
work.

Police crack
rape case,
arrest two

suspects

PNS B SANGAREDDY

Sangareddy police have
arrested two individuals in
connection with the rape
reported in Mamidipally
under Kandi mandal in the
early hours of March 25.

According to Sangareddy
Superintendent of Police
Paritosh Pankaj, the victim
and her husband were trav-
eling from Sangareddy to
Patancheru annd they
stopped near

Mamidipally. While the
husband went to answer
nature’s call, the accused,
who were drinking nearby,
assaulted him, rendering him
unconscious. They then
abducted and repeatedly
raped the woman before flee-
ing the scene.
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Dalai Lama redeivés Gold
Mercury Award for Peace

jbetan spiritual leader The Dalai Lama was awarded the
Tprestigious Gold Mercury Award for Peace and Sustainability at a

special ceremony held at his residence in Dharamshala, Himachal
Pradesh on Monday. The award was presented by Gold Mercury
International, a globally recognised think tank and international non-
governmental organisation (INGO) dedicated to promoting peace,
governance and sustainable development. Nicolas De Santis, president
and secretary general of Gold Mercury International, who presented
the award to the Dalai Lama at his residence in Dharamshala said,
‘Dalai Lama is a leader whose wisdom, compassion and unwavering
dedication to peace have inspired the world. As we celebrate His
Holiness’ 90th birthday, we reflect on your extraordinary legacy. "For
decades, he has championed non-violence, human dignity, interfaith
dialogue and environmental stewardship, always reminding us that
true peace begins within. Your message of universal responsibility
teaches us that we are all connected - not just as nations but as one
human family, sharing one fragile planet" he said.

m

Delhi breathes cleanest air
during Jan-March in 5 yrs

elhi recorded an average air quality index of 231 during
Dthe January-March period, the lowest for the quarter in

five years, the Commission for Air Quality Management
(CAQM) said on Monday. The CAQM, which formulates air
pollution control plans for Delhi-NCR, said the January-
March period of 2025 saw the best air quality in the last five
years. The average AQI for this quarter was 231, compared
to 250 in 2024; 240 in 2023; 241 in 2022 and 278 in 2021,
it said. In 2025, there was not a single day when the AQI
crossed 400. There were six such days in 2021, one in 2022,
three in 2023 and three in 2024, it said. During the first
quarter of 2025, Delhi had 36 days with an AQI below 200,
compared to 13 such days in 2021, 27 in 2022, 35 in 2023
and 41 in 2024. Favourable weather conditions, along with
efforts from various agencies, have helped improve Delhi’s

air quality, the panel said.

Police rescue 600 people
from clutches of fraudsters

the clutches of fraudsters in Bihar's East Champaran district,

Nearly 600 people, including 79 minors, were rescued from

the police said on Monday. The police also arrested three
persons associated with a firm that allegedly used to lure youths
and minors with fake job offers, only to hold them captive and
extort money from their families. “Acting on a tip-off, police raided
the premises of the private firm in the Raxaul area of East
Champaran district and rescued 495 youths and 79 minor boys
from its premises," the East Champaran Police said in a statement.
The police arrested three persons and launched a manhunt to nab
17 absconding accused who have been named in the FIR, it said.
Preliminary investigations revealed that the firm used to detain
people even for months after promising them jobs. “Persons
associated with the firm also extorted Rs 15,000 to Rs 20,000
from the parents of the victims. Investigations also revealed that
victims were subjected to physical and psychological abuse by the
accused," the statement said. All 79 rescued minor boys were
handed over to the Child Welfare Committee of Motihari, the
district headquarters of East Champaran.

Viaishnaw to address CBI's 62"
Foundation Day ceremony today

PNS B NEW DELHI

Railway Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw will deliver the 21st
DP Kohli Memorial Lecture
on the 62nd Foundation Day
of the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) here on
Tuesday, officials said.
Vaishnaw, who also holds
charge of the ministries of
Information and Broadcasting,
and  Electronics  and
Information Technology, will
address the personnel of the pre-
mier agency on 'Viksit Bharat @
2047 - a Road Map for the CBI".
He will also confer the
President's Police Medal for

Distinguished Service and the
Police Medal for Meritorious
Service upon CBI personnel.

The lecture is organised by
the CBI to honour its founder
director Dharmnath Prasad
Kohli, an illustrious police
officer who was the first chief
of the agency from its incep-
tion on April 1, 1963, to his
retirement on May 31, 1968.

"The lecture series has been
honoured to feature highly
distinguished speakers and
luminaries from various fields
who share their insights and
experience on pertinent top-
ics," a CBI spokesperson said
in a statement.

Modi govt uplifted India’s
health infrastructure: Shah

PNS M HISAR

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Monday said that the
Narendra Modi government,
over the past decade, has uplift-
ed India’s health infrastructure
by taking a holistic approach to
improve the health sector
across the entire country.

Shah stated that the health
infrastructure has been
improved from the primary to
tertiary level.

He was addressing a gather-
ing after unveiling a statue of
Maharaja Agrasen at the
Maharaja Agrasen Medical
College campus in Agroha
here. On the occasion, he also
inaugurated the newly built
ICU and laid the foundation
stone for the postgraduate hos-
tel. Shah highlighted several
initiatives of the Narendra
Modi government taken in
various fields.

He mentioned that 25 crore
people have been lifted out of
poverty during the Modi gov-
ernment’s tenure. Four crore
houses have been built for the
poor, providing shelter to 20
crore people, Shah said.

He also discussed the

g :ﬂ Government

“In 2013-14,
the

of India’s
budget for the
health sector
was Rs 37,000

cr, and in

2025-26,

it will be

Rs 1.37L cr.”

Central government’s provision
of free food grains to over 81
crore beneficiaries under the
Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan
Anna Yojana and the provision
of toilets to every household
under the Swachh Bharat
Mission.“Until 2014, 12 crore
families in this country did not
have toilets. Imagine the plight
of girls in families without
toilets,” Shah said.

He emphasised that much
work has been done by the
Modi government to uplift
medical infrastructure.

"In 2013-14, the Government
of India’s budget for the health
sector was Rs 37,000 crore,
and in 2025-26, it will be Rs 1.37
lakh crore," he said.

When Narendra Modi
became PM, there were seven
AIIMS in the country, six of
which were established during
the Atal Bihari Vajpayee-led
government. Now, there are 23
AIIMS. The number of med-
ical colleges has increased from
387 to 766. The number of
MBBS seats has grown from
51,000 to 1.15 lakh, with an

additional 85,000 seats set to be
added in the next five years, he
added.

Haryana Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini, state BJP
Chief Mohan Lal Badoli, state
health minister Arti Singh
Rao, minister Ranbir Singh
Gangwa, BJP MP from
Kurukshetra Naveen Jindal,
Chairperson Emeritus of the
Jindal Group, Independent
MLA from Hisar Savitri Jindal,
former Rajya Sabha MP D P
Vats and others were present
on the occasion.

NDRF retrieves
seven bodies

PNS B NEW DELHI

The National Disaster Response
Force (NDRF) on Monday recov-
ered seven bodies from the earth-
quake flattened buildings in
Mandalay region of Myanmar
after the Indian rescuers were
tasked with launching relief and
rescue operations in about a
dozen buildings, official sources
said.

The Myanmarese authorities
have assigned various sectors to
different foreign rescue agencies
which have come to help the
country that was shaken by a dev-
astating 7.7-magnitude quake
on Friday claiming 1,700 lives till
now.

The NDRF has been asked to
work in 13 buildings in Sector D
of Mandalay city, the second
largest urban area of the country,

about 65 kms from the airport in
capital Naypitaw. At least seven
bodies have been retrieved by
NDREF personnel till now who
landed in the country on Saturday
as part of the humanitarian
'Operation Brahma' launched by
India to help its neighbour with
which it shares a 1,643-km-long
international boundary. The 80
Indian federal rescuers are also
working at the U hla thein
monastery where 170 monks
are stated to be stuck. Three bod-
ies (out of the seven) were recov-
ered by the NDRF from this loca-
tion, the sources said.

The squad, armed with plas-
ma cutters, hammers and other
equipment used to search
beneath collapsed structures, has
also deployed four canines to
search for signs of life which look
to be "very bleak".

Narmada river key
for MP and Guijarat
progress: Yadav

PNS W BHOPAL

Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister
Mohan Yadav said on Monday
that the Narmada river has played
a major role in making MP and
Gujarat prosperous states.

He also hailed the entrepre-
neurial spirit of the Gujarati
community for building busi-
ness in India and globally. "A
large number of Gujarati broth-
ers reside in many cities of
Madhya Pradesh. Narmada
Mayya (river) has played a
major role in making the two
states prosperous.

"Entrepreneurs and profes-
sionals of the Gujarati commu-
nity have made a place for
themselves by working hard in
Gujarat, other states, and coun-
tries," Yadav said while welcom-
ing Gujarat CM Bhupendra
Patel and the State Home
Minister Harsh Sanghvi at the
airport here. The Narmada
River flows through Madhya
Pradesh and Gujarat. Patel and
Sanghvi arrived in Bhopal to
attend the "Sadakal Gujarat-
Bhopal" programme.

The Gujarat chief minister
said a strong tradition of coop-
eration exists between Gujarat
and Madhya Pradesh. "A new
dimension is being added to
these relations through the pro-
gramme," he added.
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Kerala Minister urges ASHA workers
to send their cut hair to Centre

PNS B THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Kerala Labour Minister V
Sivankutty on Monday vehe-
mently criticised ASHA work-
ers for cutting their hair and
shaving their heads -- in
protest against alleged govern-
ment apathy-- suggesting that
they should instead send their
hair strands to the central
government via union minis-
ters from the state.

The minister stated that
Accredited Social Health
Activists (ASHAs) should have
staged their protest and hair-
cutting demonstration before
the Centre in New Delhi. In a
statement, Sivankutty, who
also serves as the state’s
General Education Minister,
further alleged that local BJP
representatives had infiltrated
the protest. Taking a dig at
Suresh Gopi, he remarked that
ASHA workers would not
receive the demanded wage

hikes even if the union minis-
ter distributed coats and
umbrellas to them.

"It has been days since I sent
a letter to the Union Labour
Minister, requesting that
scheme workers, including
ASHASs, be granted worker sta-
tus and made eligible for ben-
efits under the Central Labour
Act. However, [ have not
received any response so far," he
said. Sivankutty also urged the
union ministers from the state,
Suresh Gopi and George
Kurian, to pressure the Centre
into approving the demands
raised by ASHA workers.

He further countered claims
that ASHA workers receive only
Rs 7,000 as wages in Kerala, stat-
ing that the campaign was "base-
less". According to him, ASHA
workers, under stipulated con-
ditions, are entitled to wages of
up to Rs 13,200, including a tele-
phone allowance, with Rs 10,000
being the state’s contribution.

They don't know how to run govt: Atishi

Blames BJP for
power cuts in Delhi;
BJP hits back

PNS B NEW DELHI

AAP leader Atishi on Monday
accused the city BJP government
of failing to manage power sup-
ply, alleging outages have
increased since the party took
office last month.

In response, Delhi BJP
President Virendra Sachdeva
claimed that uninterrupted power
supply is a fundamental duty of
any government and accused the
AAP of corruption in managing

the power sector during its tenure.

Addressing a press conference
here, Atishi said, "Before the
AAP government came to power,
long power cuts were normal in
the national capital.”

She added, "Every household
used to have inverters. But after

Arvind Kejriwal became the chief
minister of Delhi in February
2015, power cuts became history."

The former Delhi chief minis-
ter cited data presented by the
BJP-led central government in
Rajya Sabha to say that Delhi
received a round-the-clock power
supply under the AAP govern-
ment.

"The people of Delhi do not
need data because they know that
for the past 10 years, their invert-
ers were unused, and they didn't
have to change batteries. But
now, after the BJP formed the gov-
ernment in the city, power cuts are
on the rise," she said.

Pollution biggest challenge; transport
sector significant contributor: Gadkari

PNS W THANE

Pollution is India's biggest
challenge and the transport
sector is a major contributor,
Union minister Nitin Gadkari
said on Monday, stressing the
urgent need to transition from
fossil fuels to alternative ener-
gy sources.

He said India's dependence
on fossil fuels is both an eco-
nomic burden as Rs 22 lakh
crore is spent annually on fuel
imports and an environmental
hazard, making clean energy
adoption crucial for the
nation's progress.

Speaking at the launch of an
eco-friendly electric cycle in
Thane, the Road Transport &
Highways Minister said cycling
needs to be promoted as a sus-
tainable urban transport
option in view of increasing
urbanisation.

Gadkari said the rapid

growth of India's automobile
sector has surpassed Japan to
become the third-largest glob-
ally since 2014.

He said by 2030, India will
be the world leader in electric
vehicle (EV) production, sig-
nificantly impacting the glob-
al auto market. He credited the
sharp decline in lithium-ion
battery prices (now at USD 100
per kWh) for making EVs
more affordable and bringing
them closer to price parity with
traditional fuel-powered vehi-
cles.

"Pollution is our country's

biggest challenge, and a major
part of it comes from the
transport sector,” Gadkari said,
adding that the shift to electric
and alternative fuels is not just
an environmental necessity
but also an economic impera-
tive.

The minister said India's
young engineering talent is
the driving force behind inno-
vations in EV technology and
alternative fuels. He noted
that startups are making sig-
nificant breakthroughs, pro-
pelling India to the forefront
of the green energy revolu-
tion. He also stressed the
growing international demand
for Indian-made electric two-
wheelers which is a strong
export opportunity that could
boost the economy and
improve India's trade bal-
ance.

"Another key area of focus
is biofuels," Gadkari said.

‘UCC will prevent
crimes like Shraddha
Walkar murder

PNS M BAREILLY (UP)

Uttarakhand Chief Minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami on
Monday said implementa-
tion of the Uniform Civil
Code (UCC) would prevent
crimes like the Shraddha
Walkar murder case in Delhi.

He said a provision of the
law mandates disclosure of
live-in relationships to fami-
lies. In May 2022, 25-year-old
Shraddha Walkar was alleged-
ly murdered by her live-in
partner Aftab, who sawed her
body into pieces and stored it
in a refrigerator for almost
three weeks, before disposing
of them over several days.

Speaking at an event at
Invertis University in Uttar
Pradesh's Bareilly, where he
was felicitated for imple-
menting the UCC in
Uttarakhand, Dhami dedi-
cated the honour to the peo-
ple of the state.

n 2029, we will See
Modi as PM agam

PNS B NAGPUR/MUMBAI

Maharashtra Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis on Monday
dismissed speculation about
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's successor, asserting the
PM would continue to lead the
country beyond 2029, when the
next Lok Sabha polls are due.

Responding to Shiv Sena
(UBT) leader Sanjay Raut's
claim that Modi went to the
RSS headquarters on Sunday to
convey the message that he is
"retiring", Fadnavis told
reporters in Nagpur, "In 2029,
we will see Modi as the prime
minister again."

Speaking to reporters sepa-
rately in Nagpur, which hous-
es the headquarters of the BJP's
ideological mentor, senior RSS
leader Suresh Bhaiyyaji' Joshi
said he was not aware of any
talk of (PM's) replacement.

"There is no need to search
for his successor. He (Modi) is
our leader and will continue (to
lead)," Fadnavis insisted.

Discussing succession while
the leader is active is inappro-
priate in Indian culture, the CM
added.

"In our culture, when the
father is alive, it is inappropri-
ate to talk about succession.
That is Mughal culture. The
time has not come to discuss it,"
he said, referring to Raut's
claim that Modi's successor
would come from Maharashtra.

Screen use could up insomnia risk by up to 60%: Study

PNS B NEW DELHI

An hour of screen use before
sleep could increase risk of
insomnia by nearly 60 per cent
and cut down sleep time by
about half an hour, a study has
found.

Over 45,000 students in
Norway, aged 18-28, were
asked about their sleep times
and habits, including how long
they used screens after going to
bed. Purpose of screen use,
such as watching movies or
social media, was also report-
ed by the participants.

"The type of screen activity
does not appear to matter as
much as the overall time spent
using screens in bed," said
Gunnhild Johnsen Hjetland of
the Norwegian Institute of
Public Health and lead author
of the study published in the

journal Frontiers in Psychiatry.

"We found no significant
differences between social
media and other screen activ-
ities, suggesting that screen
use itself is the key factor in
sleep disruption -- likely due to
time displacement, where
screen use delays sleep by tak-
ing up time that would other-
wise be spent resting," Hjetland
said.

Insomnia is defined as tak-
ing more than 30 minutes to
fall asleep and can include dis-
turbances, such as waking up
from sleep often during the
night. Quality of sleep suffers
and therefore, one could feel
sleepy during the day, interfer-
ing with activities.

The researchers explained
that screen use can affect sleep
in four ways -- notifications
disturb sleep, screen time

replaces sleeping time, screen
activities keep you wakeful so
you take longer to fall asleep, or
light exposure delays circadian
rhythms.

Hjetland said sleep problems

are highly prevalent among
students and have significant
implications for mental health,
academic performance, and
overall well-being.

"A one-hour increase of

screen time after going to bed
was associated with 59 per
cent higher odds of having
symptoms of insomnia and a
reduction in sleep duration of
24 minutes," the authors wrote.

They also found no signifi-
cant link between time spent
using a screen and the choice
of activity -- social media or
movies -- suggesting that the
activity itself did not affect time
spent staying awake.

The result indicated that
screens reduce sleep time by
displacing rest, not because
they increase wakefulness --
different activities would be
expected to affect wakefulness
differently, the researchers
said.

"If you struggle with sleep
and suspect that screen time
may be a factor, try to reduce
screen use in bed, ideally stop-
ping at least 30-60 minutes
before sleep," Hjetland said.

"If you do use screens, con-
sider disabling notifications to
minimise disruptions during
the night," the author said.
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PM'’s historic
visit to Nagpur

Narendra Modi visits RSS headquarters,
strengthening ties amid political shifts

here were many firsts in Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to

Nagpur, the headquarters of Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh

(RSS) known for its cultural voluntarism. It was a first by any

Indian Prime Minister and also first visit of Narendra Modi as
prime minister. The visit underscores the enduring significance of vol-
untary action in India’s socio-political life. During his visit, Prime
Minister Modi paid homage to Dr Keshav Baliram Hedgewar, the
founder of the RSS. This act signifies a recognition of Hedgewar’s
dedication to national service and the role of voluntary organisations
in shaping India’s societal fabric.

Modi visited Deekshabhoomi to honour Dr BR Ambedkar, acknowl-
edging his monumental contributions to social reform and justice.
Prime Minister’s meeting with RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat was also
loaded with symbolism and signalled realigning of the BJP and RSS
after a lean patch in the relations.

Such interactions are also pivotal in aligning national policies with
grassroots movements, ensuring that developmental initiatives res-
onate with the voluntary organisations.

Beyond ceremonial engagements, Modi’s visit encompassed the
inauguration of significant projects aimed at bolstering infrastructure
and healthcare. He laid the foundation stone for the expansion of the
Madhav Netralaya Premium Center, a super-specialty eye care facility
established in 2014 in memory of Dr Golwalkar. This initiative under-
scores the government’s focus on enhancing healthcare accessibility
through collaborative efforts. Furthermore, Modi inaugurated a
1,250-meter-long airstrip at Solar Defence and Aerospace Limited,
facilitating the testing of unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) and
advancing India’s defence capabilities. The Prime Minister’s engage-
ments in Nagpur reflect the ethos of transformative leadership exem-
plified by figures like Mahatma Gandhi during India’s freedom strug-
gle. Gandhi’s emphasis on voluntary action as a catalyst for societal
change finds resonance in contemporary initiatives that seek to
address social and environmental challenges.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to the Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS) headquarters in Nagpur is historically significant as he
becomes the first Indian Prime Minister to do so. The visit, coinciding
with RSS’s 100th anniversary, is seen as a strategic move to reaffirm
ties between the BJP and its ideological parent after reports of fric-
tion last year. Modi paid homage to RSS founder Keshav Baliram
Hedgewar and engaged in a conversation with RSS chief Mohan
Bhagwat reaffirming that the BJP and the Government were aligned
with the ideals of RSS. While, BJP insist the visit is routine, it is polit-
ically significant. The BJP is in the process of selecting a new national
president, a decision historically influenced by the RSS. Modi himself
has deep roots in the organisation, having been an RSS pracharak
since 1972.

Tensions between the BJP and RSS had surfaced before the 2024
Lok Sabha elections, particularly after BJP Chief JP Nadda suggested
that the party could function independently of RSS. However, follow-
ing the BJP’s reduced majority in the elections, the RSS played a cru-
cial role in its subsequent assembly election victories in Haryana and
Maharashtra.

This visit, therefore, signals a renewed alignment between the two.
Indeed, apart from the political messaging and reaffirming the bond,
Modi’s visit serves as a reminder that the spirit of volunteerism
remains integral to India’s developmental journey.

Power of volunteerism

From Mahatma Gandhi’s transformative leadership during the freedom struggle to modern global movements
tackling social and environmental crises, voluntary action has remained a cornerstone of change

or centuries, Indias socio-cultural

tapestry has been interwoven with

volunteerism, a practice deeply root-

ed in the ancient ideal of seva, or self-

less service. This act, driven by
empathy and a profound sense of collective
responsibility, transcends personal gain,
embodying human solidarity and a desire to
uplift society.

At its heart lies ‘servant leadership, a phi-
losophy championed by figures like Mahatma
Gandhi and coined by Robert K Greenleaf in
1977, which prioritises the needs of others, fos-
tering sustainable social change through
humble, compassionate action. Volunteerism
acts as a cornerstone of civic engagement,
building vibrant communities and promoting
social cohesion. As recognised by the United
Nations, it addresses critical humanitarian and
economic challenges, cultivating leadership
qualities grounded in humility and service
(UNYV, 2021).

True volunteers, motivated by a genuine
commitment to making a difference, embody
Greenleaf’s vision of a “servant first,” seeking
no recognition or material reward, but rather
finding fulfilment in contributing to the greater
good. It is through voluntary service that indi-
viduals cultivate leadership qualities ground-
ed in humility, compassion, and a commit-
ment to others — key traits that define a ser-
vant leader.

Mahatma Gandhi, one of history’s greatest
proponents of servant leadership, believed in
the transformative power of volunteerism.

His life exemplified the principle of
Sarvodaya — the welfare of all — through self-
less service. “The best way to find yourself is
to lose yourself in the service of others”, was
Gandhi’s mantra. Gandhi further emphasised
that “Service can have no meaning unless one
takes pleasure in it. When it is done for show
or for public opinion, it stunts the man and
crushes his spirit. Service, which is rendered
without joy helps neither the servant nor the
served. But all other pleasures and possessions
pale into nothingness before service which is
rendered in a spirit of joy.”

Mahatma Gandhi’s commitment to volun-
tary service was evident in his efforts to erad-
icate untouchability, improve rural education,
and uplift marginalised communities.

His approach to leadership was not one of
command and control but of serving the needs
of the people first, ensuring that the weakest
in society were uplifted. The Dandi March of
1930, spanning from March 12 to April 6,
stands as a powerful testament to the spirit of
collective voluntary action. Mahatma Gandhi,
leading 78 followers, embarked on this 385-
kilometer journey from Sabarmati Ashram to
Dandi, protesting the oppressive British salt
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tax. Along the way, thousands of people,
including women, voluntarily joined this
fight for freedom. Despite facing extreme
British brutality, the marchers maintained
unwavering nonviolence, a defining charac-
teristic of this 24-day padayatra. Upon reach-
ing Dandi on April 6, Gandhi’s act of picking
up a handful of salt resonated across India,
igniting widespread civil disobedience. This
historic march not only challenged colonial
rule but also demonstrated the enduring
power of volunteerism. Even 95 years later, this
spirit continues to thrive, significantly con-
tributing to social progress both in India and
beyond, proving the lasting impact of unified
action.

Historian Judith M Brown notes, “The salt
march was a brilliant tactical move which gal-
vanised the Indian population and caught the
British government off guard”” This act of vol-
unteerism transcended social and economic
barriers, uniting millions in the fight for inde-
pendence. It demonstrated how individuals,
driven by a shared vision of freedom, could
volunteer their time and resources, and even
risk their lives to achieve collective goals. It fur-
ther exemplified, how volunteerism can catal-
yse social and political change. Brown further
writes that “The salt satyagraha was designed
to dramatise the way in which the whole sys-
tem of British rule was based on exploitation
and control, and to demonstrate that Indians
could take independent action” The success
of such movements hinged on the willingness
of individuals to act selflessly for the greater
good, reinforcing the idea that volunteerism
is a powerful tool for societal transformation.
Gandhi himself emphasised the importance
of self-reliance and voluntary service in

achieving Swaraj (self-rule). In his writings,
he stressed the importance of seva (service)
as a means of personal and societal transfor-
mation: “True Swaraj will come not by the
acquisition of authority by a few, but by the
acquisition of the capacity by all to resist
authority when abused?” Participants, from sea-
soned freedom fighters to ordinary villagers,
provided food, shelter, medical assistance, and
logistical support, ensuring the movement’s
success.

Mark Engler and Paul Engler in their arti-
cle “How did Gandhi Win? Lessons from the
Salt March”in Dissent Magazine (2014) write
that “Gandhi’s act
defied a law of the
British Raj mandating
that Indians buy salt
from the Government
and prohibiting them
from collecting their
own.

His disobedience
set off a mass cam-
paign of non-compli-
ance that swept the
country, leading to as many as 100,000
arrests. In a famous quote published in the
Manchester Guardian, revered poet
Rabindranath Tagore described the campaign's
transformative impact: “Those who live in
England, far away from the East, have now got
to realise that Europe has completely lost her
former prestige in Asia”

For the absentee rulers in London, it was
“a great moral defeat” Dennis Dalton in his
book, “Mahatma Gandhi: Nonviolent Power
in Action,” highlights the march’ role in mobil-
ising mass participation and fostering a sense
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of shared purpose. He states that the march
was a perfect example of Gandhi’s ability to
use nonviolent action as a method of politi-
cal and social change. The very fact that on
May 5, 1930 — when incidents of nonviolent
protests continued in several parts of British-
dominated India — Gandhi was arrested with
60,000 of his supporters, shows the power of
voluntary spirit in action.

The Dandi march, more than a simple act
of defiance, was a living embodiment of
Gandhis philosophy of Swaraj (self-rule)
and Seva (service). He transformed the mun-
dane act of salt-making into a potent symbol
of self-reliance, empowering millions to
reclaim their agency against oppressive British
rule. Through the selfless dedication of
countless volunteers, he demonstrated the
transformative power of service, uniting a
nation in a collective act of resistance.

In the contemporary world, the intersection
of volunteerism is more relevant than ever.
Global challenges such as climate change,
poverty, biodiversity conservation and social
inequality demand leaders who serve with a
vision beyond personal ambition. Former UN
Secretary General Kofi Annan once noted that
“Volunteerism is an essential element of any
strategy to foster social inclusion, build social
capital, and promote active citizenship.” The
spirit of volunteerism that fuelled the indepen-
dence movement continues to thrive in the
modern-day world. These selfless acts under-
score the power of unity, demonstrating
resilience and solidifying volunteerism as a

force for positive change.

The writer is programme executive at Gandhi Smriti
Sansthan. Views expressed are personal)

Tribute of a ‘swayamsevak’
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People try to create division in
society for their politics. There are big

issues today which should be discussed. At least, political

parties should not comment on other people’s religion.
This is a matter of personal faith. Who will offer Namaz
and where, whether shops will remain open or closed

during Navratri — all these are worthless talks. There is no

need for discussion over this.

CHIRAG PASWAN, UNION MINISTER 9 ’

SECOND
Opinion
n the 136th birth anniversary of Dr
O Keshav Baliram Hedgewar, the founder of
the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS),
Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited Smruti

Mandir at Reshimbagh in Nagpur, a place deeply
revered by Swayamsevaks across the country, to

pay tributes to the RSS founder Dr Hedgewar and A

an act of remembrance, it is a personal jour-
ney, almost a pilgrimage. It serves as a space
that evokes deep reflection, stirs emotion, and
reinforces the values of Desh Bhakti and self-
less service.

The land is seen as sanctified, having
borne the footsteps of countless dedicated vol-
unteers who have committed their lives to the
idea of a strong and united Hindu society and
a self-reliant nation.The PM’s visit comes at
a time when the Sangh is marking 100 years

Shri MS Golwalkar, fondly remembered as Shri
Guruji.

For many who do not know the Sangh and its swayam-
sewaks, it can be a political visit, but for those who know,
this was more than just a symbolic gesture, it was a reaf-
firmation of the shared ideological and emotional roots
that continue to shape the Prime Minister’s vision and
leadership.

The RSS premises in Reshimbagh, which houses
Smruti Mandir, where both Dr Hedgewar and the second
Sarsanghchalak MS Golwalkar (popularly known as Shri
Guruji) were cremated, is a sacred site for swayamsevaks.

Every year, hundreds of RSS swayamsewaks come and
stay there for almost a month during the Tritiya Varsh
training camp of the RSS to strengthen their spirit of Desh
Bhakti and awaken within themselves the call of selfless
service to our motherland.

For a swayamsevak, a visit to Smruti Mandir is not just

since its founding in 1925.

What began as a modest initiative to organise and awak-
en national consciousness in the youth, has grown into
one of the world’s largest socio-cultural organisations.

Through its network of shakhas and affiliated institu-
tions, the RSS has focused on character-building, social
service, and cultural pride, mostly working quietly
behind the scenes during times of crisis and social need.
Dr Hedgewar once said, “The real strength of the nation
lies in its people, not just in numbers, but in unity and
character”

This philosophy has underpinned the Sangh’s work for
a century, aiming not at short-term political gain, but at
long-term national transformation. It has dedicated itself
to one goal — creating men of character who will then
shape the present and future of Bharat, and the world.

In the words of Shri Guruji, “Our ultimate goal is not
power, but a strong and harmonious society where every

individual lives with dignity and devotion to the nation.”

This approach has allowed the Sangh to influence
diverse aspects of Indian life, from education and rural
development to disaster relief and social harmony, with-
out being dependent on political power or influence.

While there has often been speculation about ideolog-
ical or strategic differences between the RSS and the BJP,
Prime Minister Modi’s visit to Smruti Mandir reflects a
continuing alignment with the foundational values of the
Sangh.

His political journey, from a humble swayamsevak to
the highest office in the land, has remained informed by
the discipline, nationalism, and ethos instilled in him
through the Sangh.

As Bharat looks toward the future, the centenary of the
RSS serves not only as a moment of reflection but also as
a renewed commitment.

In the century ahead, the Sangh’s guiding principles of
unity, service, and cultural rootedness are set to remain
as relevant as ever. We look forward with confidence to
seeing Bharat advance as a strong, self-reliant, and har-
monious nation, driven by the enduring ideals the Sangh
has championed for a hundred years, shaping a future wor-
thy of its civilisational greatness and global leadership.

(The author is a commentator on socio-political issues.
Views expressed are personal)

Letters to the Editor

Spinning a new yarn

Madam — Apropos of the thought provoking article ‘Modi
highlights issue of textile waste’ (March 31) inspired by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s ‘Mann ki Baat), it should be fun-
damentally recognised that waste is national wealth.
Particularly the waste textile is much cheaper and easily avail-
able raw material for medium and low grade fabric used in
households for multi purposes and for common usage by
masses. Among all wastes, only metal waste have been wide-
ly utilised on a mass scale.

In malls, certain brands have launched schemes of
accepting waste fabric at nominal cost or discounting the sales
of fresh dress material. The biggest challenges, so far not
addressed, are handling of the chemical waste of such recy-
cling and processing units vitiating the ground water and the
environment, and branding of recycled products for public
acceptability.

Besides Panipat and Tirupur, Meerut, Kanpur, Gorakhpur
(UP), Ludhiana (Punjab), Yevla (Maharashtra) have huge
potential, skilled labour and infrastructure for this industry.
The textile chemical waste causing huge ground water pol-
lution has taken ominous political proportions in Panipat and
Sonipat. Before embarking on recycling textile waste on a mass
industrial scale, the problem of chemical waste should be
solved technologically.

VINOD JOHRI | DELHI

Privatisation of education

Madam — Sonia Gandhi, MP and chairperson of the
Congress Parliamentary Party, targeted the Narendra Modi-
led Government at the Centre of following an agenda “lead-
ing to damaging consequences in the domain of education”
She said there are ‘3Cs” that haunt Indian education today
— centralisation, commercialisation and communalisation.

She said the Government was coercing the State
Governments to implement the PM-SHRI scheme of model
schools by withholding the grants due to them under the
Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan as leverage. Criticising the
National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, she says in the arti-
cle, “The introduction of the high-profile National Education
Policy (NEP) 2020 has hidden the reality of a Government
that is profoundly indifferent to the education of India’s chil-
dren and youth. The Union Government’s track record over
the last decade has convincingly demonstrated that in edu-
cation, it is concerned only with the successful implemen-
tation of three core agenda items the centralisation of power
with the Union Government, the commercialisation and out-
sourcing of investments in education to the private sector,
and the miscommunication of textbooks, curriculum, and
institutions” Since 2014, we have seen the closure and con-
solidation of 89,441 public schools across the country and
the establishment of 42,944 additional private schools.

BHAGWAN THADANI | MUMBAI

Every drop holds life

Madam — Water conservation is no longer just a chapter
in books, it is a declaration of war — a commitment that places
a torch in our hands, challenges us, and reminds us at every
step of the value of life. The water crisis is not mere imagi-
nation but a fire that has reached our doorstep. This is the
moment when water conservation is not just a play of words
but our last chance to sustain life.

“Every drop holds life” — this is not an old saying but the
very heartbeat of our existence. Water is a priceless gem gift-
ed by nature, yet we are wasting it carelessly as if we do not
realise its worth. Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s empha-
sis on water conservation in ‘Mann Ki Baat’ is not just a dec-
orative speech but a warning bell -an alarm that if we do not
wake up now, there will be nothing left to regret tomorrow.

True, the Government is fulfilling its responsibility — reser-
voirs are being built, policies are being formulated, and plans
are being structured. But is that enough? No! These efforts
will bear fruit only when we — every home, every heart —
actively participate in this noble cause. Water conservation
is not just a government agenda but a duty for every living
being on this planet.

It is time to move beyond daily habits and turn this into
a passionate movement-one that revives our rivers, rejuve-
nates the earth, and gifts life to future generations.

RK JAIN | BARWANI

GHIBLI ILLUSTRATIONS: VIRAL

TREND THAT HIDES DEEPER THREAT

e social media platforms, these days
Fre bombarded with the studio Ghibli
art illustrations, created by the
people using ChatGPT and other Al tools.

The trending artificial intelligence
driven art form which is created by Al
chatbots are going viral with even the
popular world leaders like Uniter States
President Donald Trump, India’s Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and others too
making their portrayal from it.

Although, the viral trend of Ghibli
illustrations is welcoming as it gives a
rejoice to us to revive our cute memories,
by curating them in water-coloured
cartoonist art from, which is traditionally
aJapanese art style technique.

But at the same time, it is also a point
of concern because if Al will continue
eating the art space, then what will
happened to the concept of originality. Art
is the wonderful gift given by God to the

artist.

It is this art which allow him to earn

praise and living in the society. If Al will
steal the artistic magic from the original
art form, one can expect the decline of art
and its various forms soon from the
society.

The original art will vanish in the future
as Al is replacing the job of artistic
persons. Al is offering us every such
creative art work free of cost.

Itis good for the short-run. But in the
long run, if the trend continues for Ghibli
illustration today, may be some other
forms of art tomorrow, the day will come
soon, when man will lose this magical
blessing of making art on his own. Al is a
potential threat for the future of art.

We must restore the original art by
encouraging artist and the new
generation to learn drawing these Ghibli’'s
on their own instead letting Al to recreate
your memories into art style in just few
minutes.

KIRTI WADHAWAN | KANPUR

Please send your letter to the letterstopioneer@gmail.com. In not more than 400 words.

We appreciate your feedback.
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Delhi budget: Big push for capital spending

In her first budget as Chief Minister and Finance Minister of Delhi, Rekha Gupta has taken bold steps to increase
capital expenditure, signaling a shift towards infrastructure-led growth

n the Budget for the National Capital

Territory (NCT) of Delhi for the financial

year (FY) 2025-26 presented on March 24,

2025, Rekha Gupta the Chief Minister (she

also holds the finance portfolio) has done
‘heavy lifting’ by substantially boosting capital
expenditure even while making some smart
moves to lower the burden of its poll pledges. At
the outset, let us take a look at FY 2024-25.

For the FY 2024-25, Atishi the then finance min-
ister under the AAP Government had budgeted
for total expenditure (TE) of 76,000 crore
including revenue expenditure (RE) of 61,000
crore and capital expenditure (CE) of ¥15,000
crore. Against this, the revised estimate of TE has
turned out to be 6,500 crore less at 369,500 crore.
While the RE at 55,500 crore is lower by 5,500
crore, the capital expenditure too is down by ¥1000
crore to 314,000 crore.

The shortfall in actual expenditure over the bud-
geted level is a clear manifestation of poor econom-
ic management by the erstwhile AAP dispensation.
On the capital side, the inability to spend even the
budgeted amount shows the slow pace of project
execution. Besides, the umpteen instances of irreg-
ularities and misappropriation of funds as brought
out in the reports of the Comptroller and Auditor
General (CAG) raises doubts about whether the
amount spent went for the intended purpose.

The significant shortfall in spending on the rev-
enue side also points towards serious lapses in gov-
ernance.

For FY 2025-26, the incumbent Rekha
Government has proposed TE of ¥100,000 crore
which is a massive 330,500 crore higher than the
revised estimate of 369,500 crore for FY 2024-25.
Out of this, the capital expenditure for FY 2025-
26 at 328,000 crore is double the actual for FY
2024-25 at 314,000 crore. Even the RE for
FY 2025-26 at ¥72,000 crore is ¥16,500 crore
higher than the actual for FY 2024-25 at
%55,500 crore — an increase of around 30
per cent.

An important criterion for testing
whether a Budget is good is the propor-
tion of the total spend it provides for cap-
ital expenditure on building assets like
roads, bridges, flyovers, expressways,
drainage systems, pipelines etc as this
assures a regular income stream in the
long-term besides providing jobs on a
sustainable basis.

The capital expenditure for FY 2025-

26 at 28,000 crore works out to 28 per
cent of the TE as against only 20 per cent
for FY 2024-25. Correspondingly, the RE is down
to 72 per cent during FY 2025-26 from 80 per cent
during FY 2024-25.

Setting an ambitious target by itself won't be of
any use unless this is accompanied by garnering

the required resources to support the
desired spending level. The Government
has projected a total revenue of 369,950
crore for the FY 2025-26. This includes
tax revenue of 368,700 crore (GST and

VAT: %49,000 crore, excise duty: I7000

crore, stamp duty or registration fee:
%9000 crore and levies on motor vehi-
cles: 3700 crore), non-tax revenue of
%750 crore and other capital receipts

of around %500 crore.

The tax revenue for FY 2024-25 is
%59,200 crore (as per revised estimate),
aiming at tax revenue of 68,700
crore for FY 2025-26 which works out
to 17 per cent more seems a bit unre-

AN IMPORTANT CRITERION FOR
TESTING WHETHER A BUDGET IS

TOTAL SPEND IT PROVIDES FOR
CAPITAL EXPENDITURE ON
BUILDING ASSETS LIKE ROADS,

GOOD IS THE PROPORTION OF THE

alistic. Assuming this will materialise, still the esti-
mated total revenue of 369,950 crore for FY 2025-
26 will fall short of even the RE resulting in a rev-
enue deficit (RD) of 2050 crore. Add to this the
capital expenditure of 28,000 crore, the

BRIDGES, ETC AS THIS ASSURES A
REGULAR INCOME STREAM IN THE
LONG-TERM

Government could end up with a fiscal deficit (FD)
of 330,050 crore. But, the picture projected by
Rekha Gupta is much less bleak than what these
numbers would suggest.

This has been made possible by what she has
termed as ‘Union government’s aid for capital pro-
jects. A substantial provision of 12,096 crore has
been made under this head and included under
‘non-tax receipts’ of the Delhi budget.

This boosts the total revenue for FY 2025-26 to
382,046 crore (69,950+12,096). Minus RE of
372,000 crore, we get a ‘revenue surplus of
10,046 crore (instead of RD of 32050 crore). One
wonders whether an amount received by the Delhi
Government from the Centre could be justified as
a ‘legitimate’ source of revenue earned by the for-
mer.

On the basis that this is tenable and the Delhi
Government gets to a total revenue of 382,046
crore, the TE being ¥100,000 crore, it would still
be left with a gap of ¥17,954 crore.
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Taking into account an ‘opening balance’ of
32,965 crore at the start of FY 2025-26, the gap is
reduced to 14,989 crore or say 15,000 crore. So,
Delhi will still be saddled with an FD of ¥15,000
crore for which it intends to take a loan from the
National Small Savings Fund (NSSF).

During the elections, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had given several guarantees, the prominent
ones being 2,500 a month to women under
Mahila Samridhi Yojana (MSY), % 21,000 to preg-
nant women, LPG cylinders at subsidised price of
%500 and free cylinder on Holi and Diwali, imple-
mentation of Ayushman Bharat scheme and addi-
tional cover of 500,000 for senior citizens and so
on. Redeeming these promises ‘in toto’ would have
led to a mind-boggling increase in the RE. But, a
deft handling of this issue by Team Rekha has sal-
vaged the situation.

For instance, implementing MSY as promised
ie giving cash assistance of Y2500 per month to
‘every’ woman above the age of 18 years in Delhi
(their number is 6700,000) would have cost the
exchequer 20,100 crore per annum. However, by
restricting the assistance only to BPL families, it
has reined in the outgo at just about one-fourth
or ¥5100 crore.

Besides having to deal with the political rami-
fications of not implementing its promises in toto,
the Government will have a tough time manag-
ing its finances. To get a jump of around 310,000
crore in Delhi’s tax revenue over a high of
¥59,000 crore achieved during FY 2024-25 will be
daunting. Then, you have the highest ever fiscal
deficit of ¥15,000 crore and the cost it will entail
by way of additional interest payments.

The Government can’t also be oblivious of its
other liabilities currently not reflected on its books.
For instance, its department the Delhi Jal Board
(DJB) has a debt of over 370,000 crore. Likewise,
according to the CAG, Delhi Transport
Corporation (DTC) had incurred a cumulative loss
of ¥60,000 crore at the end of FY 2021-22.

These would have ballooned further during the
following three FYs till the end of March 2025. The
liability for servicing those debts of ¥130,000 crore
plus is vested entirely in the NCT Government.

The government will also have to reckon with
regulatory assets (RAs) of power distribution com-
panies or discoms worth 327,000 crore.

RAs are created when the Delhi Electricity
Regulatory Commissions (DERC) accept that the
tariffs don’t cover discoms’ purchase costs but don’t
raise rates. The resulting gap is booked by discoms
as RA. Even as the government has vowed to pro-
tect consumers from tariff hikes, it will have to find
money to pay for this massive liability. Team Rekha
faces a “tough terrain” ahead.

(The author is a policy analyst. Views expressed are personal)

Crucial role of staffi- g i- dustry
i- drivi- ¢ formal job creatio-

The staffing industry plays a crucial role in

formal job creation for the vast workforce

in India that currently operates outside of
the social security ambit. With over 400 million
individuals seeking stable employment opportu-
nities, the need for formalisation is evident. As
more industries recognise the advantages of uti-
lizing staffing services for formal job creation, the
potential to uplift millions of workers into secure
and regulated positions continues to grow expo-
nentially.

The staffing industry plays a crucial role in
bridging the gap between the skills possessed by
job seekers and the demands of employers. By
understanding the specific requirements of
businesses, staffing companies can effectively
match candidates with the right skill sets for job
opportunities. This not only benefits employers
by providing them with qualified personnel but
also helps job seekers find suitable employment
that aligns with their expertise.

Moreover, through their extensive networks
and industry knowledge, staffing companies can
identify emerging trends in various sectors and
connect skilled workers to relevant job openings.
This proactive approach ensures employers
and employees are well-positioned to meet evolv-
ing market demands.

By facilitating this matchmaking process,
staffing firms contribute significantly to formal
job creation in India. They enable individuals
to secure stable employment within established
companies while assisting businesses in efficient-
ly sourcing talent for their operations. This syn-
ergy ultimately fosters economic growth and
enhances overall productivity across different
industries.

The staffing industry in India plays a crucial
role in formal job creation across various sec-
tors, benefiting both employers and job seekers.
The sectors that can greatly benefit from this
arrangement are the construction, goods and
transport sectors. With its high demand for
workforce on a short term and project-to-pro-
ject basis, these industries need to have a for-
mal approach that can take the employer-
worker arrangement through the formal staffing
industry that can provide better opportunities
to the workers and protect the industry from
malpractices.

The new age sectors that are poised for growth
through formal job creation via the staffing
industry are renewable energy, EV, and Agritech.
As the new age sectors expand with technolog-
ical advancements, there is a rising need for qual-
ified workforce which are not readily available
but need to be trained or skilled and brought
gradually grown through short-term employ-
ment.

Continuing trends from industries like retail,
logistics, IT, e-commerce etc, they are increas-
ingly turning to staffing companies to meet sea-

sonal demands and scale their workforce up or
down as needed. By utilising staffing services,
these sectors can ensure flexibility in their work-
force while providing more formal employment
opportunities to individuals including keeping
them under social security ambit.

By leveraging the expertise of formal staffing
companies, various sectors in India have the
potential to drive formal job creation while meet-
ing their specific recruitment needs effectively.

The Indian Government recognises the sig-
nificant role of the staffing industry in formal
job creation and has introduced various initia-
tives. Through the major policy reforms that are
yet to be implemented through labour codes, the
Staffing industry will be better regulated which
will directly help to bring ease of business for
corporates, access to better social security for job
seekers and remittances through proper chan-
nels for the government. The need to regulate
the staffing companies has been an active
approach taken by the Indian Staffing Federation
for over a decade to transition CLRA into
National or State licences, which will make
staffing companies further regulated and respon-
sible. The labour codes
are now a necessity to be
implemented that were
passed by parliament

in 2020.

EPFO has recognised
that expert services
(which are mostly
catered by Staffing
Companies) have
increased new employ-
ment generation by 12-
15 per cent YoY. Formal

job creation is considered by contributions to the
Employees’ Provident Fund Organisation
(EPFO) for new employees.

Additionally, the Ministry of Labour and
Employment has been actively engaging with
stakeholders in the staffing industry to address
challenges and streamline processes. By foster-
ing a conducive environment for flexible
employment arrangements, these policies aim
to boost overall economic growth and workforce
participation rates. With continued support
from government initiatives, the staffing indus-
try in India is poised for sustained expansion,
driving formal job creation across various sec-
tors.

The future outlook for the staffing industry
in India appears promising, with a growing
demand for flexible workforce solutions by at
least 15-16 per cent YoY. As businesses contin-
ue to adapt to dynamic market conditions, the
need for skilled temporary and contract work-
ers is expected to rise.

With technological advancements shaping the
way we work, staffing companies have an
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opportunity to leverage digital platforms for effi-
cient talent acquisition and management. This
shift towards automation and data analytics can
help match job seekers with suitable roles more
effectively.

Moreover, as more sectors recognise the ben-
efits of formal employment through staffing ser-
vices, there is potential for significant growth
in job creation across industries such as IT,
healthcare, manufacturing, and retail. By pro-
viding access to a diverse pool of talent,
staffing agencies can play a vital role in bridg-
ing skill gaps within organisations.

Government initiatives aimed at supporting
the staffing industry further indicate a positive
trajectory for its expansion. Through policies
that promote formal employment and protect
workers’ rights, there is room for continued col-
laboration between public authorities and pri-
vate sector stakeholders.

The evolving landscape presents ample
opportunities for the staffing industry to thrive
in India’s ever-changing job market. By staying
agile and adaptable to emerging trends, this
industry can position itself as a key driver of
economic growth and employment opportuni-
ties nationwide. The staffing industry will
continue to be a key player in driving formal job
creation in India, thus paving the way for a more
structured and sustainable employment land-
scape in the country.

The staffing industry in India remains a cor-
nerstone of formal job creation, bridging the gap
between workforce demand and supply across
various sectors. By facilitating structured
employment opportunities, staffing compa-
nies play a crucial role in enhancing job secu-
rity and social benefits for millions.

Industries such as construction, logistics,
renewable energy, and agritech stand to gain sig-
nificantly from this shift toward formalised
staffing solutions. Additionally, Government ini-
tiatives and labor code reforms aim to further
regulate and strengthen the industry.

As businesses continue to embrace flexible
workforce solutions, staffing firms are poised
for sustained growth, leveraging digital advance-
ments for talent acquisition and workforce man-
agement. With a projected annual growth of 15-
16 per cent, the sector will play an instrumen-
tal role in shaping India’s evolving employment
landscape.

By driving formalisation and bridging skill
gaps, the staffing industry is set to contribute
significantly to economic growth, ensuring a
more stable and sustainable future for India’s
workforce.

(The author is Executive Director, Indian Staffing Federation

Staving off depressing
thoughts and emotions

is teammates and opponents jumped and
Hhopped as Uday (name changed), a strapping

youngster, generated pace and bounce off the
wicket. Soon he fancied representing his school and
maybe one day India too. The youngster was pas-
sionate about cricket and modelled himself on Imran
Khan. He sported a similar flowing mane and dressed
like the talismanic and outstanding Pakistan speed
merchant. He spent considerable time at the nets hon-
ing his bowling skills and was fast emerging as the
leading bowler of the school team and had by now
developed a reasonable fan following.

He was also obsessed with Bollywood productions
and was enamoured by the superstar Amitabh
Bachchan, so much so that his swagger and gait were
similar to those of his idol. At that young and inno-
cent age, the minds of whippersnappers are influ-
enced by the purported acts of valour of their super-
stars and iconic characters by whom they are
inspired. And they dream of being like
their paladins. Humans are social animals
and interactions, whether in person or
through the media, weave their way and
etch impressions on the mind. Uday too
was a dreamer.

However, his doctor-father did not
approve of the fantasy and make-believe
world his son inhabited. Much to his cha-
grin, the aspiring cricketer was forced to
forsake the red cherry, the nets and white
flannels and opt for the medical stream
at school. Unfortunately, the youngster
went into depression.

He could barely figure out the complexities of
human anatomy as his mind meandered perpetu-
ally to the cricket playfield. Intriguingly the father
could never appreciate the mind and passions of his
only son. The stripling youth lost the possible oppor-
tunity to represent India and went astray, losing his
peace of mind at an innocent age was administered
Prozac and had to undergo psychiatric treatment as
he withdrew into a shell of anonymity and was begin-
ning to exhibit violent tendencies.

A depressed mind manifests antipathetic emotions
such as melancholy, feelings of despondency and
rejection. It is more than traits of sadness and grief.
Soon the mind faces hardship such as symptoms of
anxiety, sleep disorders, and debilitating agitation
accompanied by acute restlessness and disorienta-
tion in the thought process. At the physical plane, a
mentally distraught person is afflicted with fatigue,
exhaustion, attacks of migraine, chest pain, arthri-
tis, spondylitis, problems in the gut, reduction or
increase in appetite, a sudden spurt, degeneration in
the limbs, and drop in immunity levels.

Depressed individuals are plagued and agonised
by a double whammy. They lose interest in life and
suffer from physical and mental disabilities. A
depressed individual hosts negativity within his per-
sona, resulting in the depletion of his aura.
Consequently; he becomes friendless and is cocooned
in the vicious cycle of miserable thoughts.
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This infelicitous state can become treacherous as
the afflicted may contemplate snuffing out his life,
suffer from schizophrenia or even suffer from addic-
tions. Demons of gloom-ridden thoughts always cre-
ate their nests in the minds that are not robust and
efficacious in their approach to life.The great
Buddhist scholar Nagarjuna had written some pre-
scient words: If there is a remedy when trouble strikes,
what reason is there for despondency?

And if there is help for it, what is the use of being
sad? So, come what may, I will never harm My cheery,
happiness of mind. Depression never brings me what
I want, my virtue will be warped and marred by it.It
is important for despondent and desperate people
to appreciate that time acts as a pre-eminent healer
and that depression and suffering can be staved off
through surrender to the Divine, through the prac-
tice of meditation and mindful living. It is essential

to ensure that the mind of an individual does
not get gripped by disconsolate thoughts.
The family, friends and associates need to
play an active role in boosting the morale
of the patient by uplifting his spirits and
ensuring that he is not mired and
enmeshed in the cesspool of negative
emotions. Fortuitously, medical science
has made rapid advancements and help-
lines are available today 24 x 7 wherein
prompt assistance can be rendered to
those suffering from bouts of acute
depression. A mind that is cannonaded
with negative thoughts should unflinch-
ingly take to physical activities as they
release positive endorphins, which help to stave off
negativity and depression. Apart from medical treat-
ment, such people should go for long walks; if they
have a pet, it would be a worthwhile effort to take
the pet for a stroll and observe its pranks. At their
workplace, they ought to take the flight of steps rather
than the lift, attempt an early morning jog and sweat
it out instead of consuming a cup of coffee, which
will in any case add toxins to the body through its
content of caffeine. The body and mind will bene-
fit by partaking in lime water laced with honey to
combat early morning blues. The able-bodied,
mentally brawny, as well as those unfortunate indi-
viduals suffering from depression shouldn’t remain
seated for more than 20 minutes. To divert their atten-
tion from mental maladies, it is an effectual habit to
attempt gardening or pursuing a hobby. What hap-
pened to the main protagonist Uday? He was treat-
ed medically for the psychological problem but was
also guided by his friend to attempt alternative meth-
ods to stave off depression. After a few sessions with
a psychiatrist Uday found his mojo once again by
sporting white flannels and went on to write a biog-
raphy of a celebrated cricketer.

(The writer is the CEO of Chhattisgarh East Railway Ltd and
Chhattisgarh East West Railway Ltd. He is a faculty of the Art of
Living. Views expressed are personal)

(ISF). Views expressed are personal)
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Videotex aims
Rs 1,000 cr revenue

0DM) for TV is aiming to be a Rs 1,000-crore company,

'\/ldeotex a home-grown original design manufacturer

doubling its topline in next four years, led by capacity
enhancement and diversification into the growing appliances
segment, a company official said. The company, which does
contract manufacturing for over 20 Indian and global brands
for the domestic market, has plans to expand its capacity to
3.2 million units per annum, Videotex Director Arjun Bajaj
said. "Over the next four years, we aim to achieve Rs 1,000
crore in revenue by expanding our capabilities, diversifying our
product portfolio in the appliances segment, and driving
innovation through R&D," Bajaj said. The company, which
operates two manufacturing units at Greater Noida, UP, had a
revenue of Rs 409 crore for the financial year that ended on
March 31, 2024 and expects to end the current fiscal year
around Rs 470 crore. "As part of a phased expansion, we have
already reached an annual manufacturing capacity of 2.2

million units in Phase .

CTl urges Delhi CM to
reduce VAT on ATF

' e Chamber of Trade and Industry (CTI) on Monday wrote
a letter to Delhi Chief Minister Rekha Gupta, urging a
reduction in Value Added Tax (VAT)on Aviation Turbine Fuel
(ATF) to prevent a shift of air passengers to Noida’s Jewar Airport.
CTI Chalrman Brijesh Goyal said the high VAT on ATF in Delhi is
making flight operations costlier, which could lead airlines to
prefer Jewar Airport in Uttar Pradesh. He said, "While Delhi levies
a 25 per cent VAT on ATF, Uttar Pradesh reduced its tax from 21
per cent to just 1 per cent in December 2024." CTI General
Secretary Gurmeet Arora emphasised that the lower tax in UP will
significantly reduce operational costs for airlines, potentially
leading to lower airfares at Jewar Airport compared to Delhi’'s
Indira Gandhi International Airport.

—

W

Croma appoints Shibashish
Roy as new CEO & MD

appointment of Shibashish Roy as its new Chief Executive

'.l.ata Group retail chain Croma on Monday announced the

Officer & Managing Director, effective April 1. Roy was
named CEQ in November 2024 and worked alongside outgoing
Managing Director Avijit Mitra during a transition period that
concluded in March 2025, Croma said in a statement.

He has over 20 years of experience in Tata Group companies
and has been instrumental in expanding Croma’s market
presence and improving its customer service approach across
different sales channels, it added. "Shibashish has been
transitioning into the role of CEQ & MD over the past five
months, following the succession plan announced late last

year...

| am certain Shibashish’s digital-first approach and

passion for customer engagement will drive Croma to great
heights and look forward to working with him," Infiniti Retail
Ltd Chairman Naveen Tahilyani said.

SITHARAMAN TO VISIT LONDON FROM APRIL 8 TO10

FTA may figure in talks

PNS B NEW DELHI

Issues pertaining to the pro-
posed free trade agreement
(FTA) and bilateral invest-
ment treaty between India
and the UK are expected to
figure during the three-day
visit of Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman to
London from April 8-10, offi-
cial sources said.

The minister would be
attending a host of meetings,
including India-United
Kingdom Economic and
Financial Dialogue, in
London.

Sitharaman is likely to hold
a bilateral meeting with UK's
Chancellor of the Exchequer
Rachel Reeves and other
British ministers.

"Issues pertaining to the
trade agreement and bilateral
investment treaty (BIT) may
also come up for discussions
between the two," the official
said.

On February 24, Commerce
and Industry Minister Piyush
Goyal and UK Secretary of
State for Business and Trade
Jonathan Reynolds announced
resumption of negotiations
for the proposed FTA between
the two countries.

The India-UK negotiations

are resuming after a gap of

over eight months.
The talks were launched on

1

January 13, 2022. So far 14
rounds of talks have been
completed.

The two countries are
actively negotiating on three
different fronts - FTA, a bilat-
eral investment treaty (BIT),
and a Double Contribution
Convention Agreement.

In the BIT, the sticking
point between the two nations
is with regard to the resolution
of disputes.

In the trade agreement,
India is looking for greater
access for its students and pro-
fessionals in the UK market,
besides market access for sev-
eral goods at nil customs duty.

On the other hand, the UK
is seeking a significant cut in
import duties on goods such
as scotch whiskey, electric
vehicles, lamb meat, choco-

lates and certain confectionary
items.

Britain is also looking for
more opportunities for UK
services in Indian markets in
segments like telecommunica-
tions, legal and financial ser-
vices, including banking and
insurance.

The bilateral trade between
India and the UK increased to
USD 21.34 billion in 2023-24
from USD 20.36 billion in
2022-23. Britain is the sixth-
largest investor in India. The
country received USD 35.3
billion in FDI between April
2000 and September 2024.

The talks may get a boost as
India has announced to raise
the foreign direct investment
cap in the insurance sector to
100 per cent from the existing
74 per cent.

FM to launch ‘NITI
NCAER States Economic
Forum’ portal today

inance Minister Nirmala

Sitharaman will launch the
‘NITI NCAER States
Economic Forum" portal on
Tuesday providing access to
a comprehensive repository
of data on social, economic,
and fiscal parameters of
states spanning over three
decades till financial year
2022-23. The portal,
developed by NITI Aayog, in
collaboration with the
National Council of Applied
Economic Research
(NCAER), offers direct access
to the complete database
categorised across five
verticals -- Demography;
Economic Structure; Fiscal;
Health and Education of
states. Besides, the portal
will provide macro and fiscal
landscape of 28 Indian
states, structured around
indicators on demography,
economic structure, socio-
economic and fiscal
indicators, NITI Aayog said in
a statement. The portal will
facilitate an understanding of
macro, fiscal, demographic,
and socio-economic trends;
easily accessible data and
user-friendly format.

India’s external debt
rises to USD 7179 bn

PNS B NEW DELHI

India's external debt increased

by 10.7 per cent to USD 717.9
billion at the end of December
2024 from USD 648.7 billion in
December 2023, as per the data
released by the finance ministry.

On a quarter-on-quarter
basis, there is a 0.7 per cent
increase in external debt from
the level of USD 712.7 billion at
the end of September
2024, according to
India's  Quarterly
External Debt Report.

The external debt to
GDP ratio stood at 19.1
per cent at the end of
December 2024, against
19 per cent in
September 2024, it said.

The valuation effect is
due to the appreciation
of the US dollar vis-a-
vis the rupee and other major
currencies, such as the yen, the
euro and Special Drawing
Rights (SDR), amounting to
USD 12.7 billion during the
quarter ended December 2024,
the report said.

Excluding the valuation
effect, the increase in external
debt would have been USD 17.9
billion quarter-on-quarter
against USD 5.2 billion at the
end of December 2024 over
September 2024, it added.

"US dollar-denominated debt
remained the largest component
of India’s external debt, with a
share of 54.8 per cent in end-
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December 2024, followed by
Indian Rupee (30.6 per cent),
Japanese Yen (6.1 per cent),
SDR (4.7 per cent) and Euro (3
per cent)," it said.

The outstanding external
debt of the central government
declined while that of the non-
government sector increased
at December-end 2024 over its
level at September-end 2024, it
noted.

The share of outstanding
debt of non-financial corpora-
tions in the total external debt
was 36.5 per cent, followed by
deposit-taking corporations
(except the central bank) (27.8
per cent), central government
(22.1 per cent) and other finan-
cial corporations (8.7 per cent),
according to the report.

Loans were the largest com-
ponent of external debt, with a
share of 33.6 per cent, followed
by currency and deposits (23.1
per cent), trade credit and
advances (18.8 per cent) and
debt securities (16.8 per cent),
it added.

Deepak Fertilisers
arm gets demand
notice of Rs 226 cr

PNS B NEW DELHI

Deepak Fertilisers And
Petrochemicals Corporation
Ltd on Monday said its sub-
sidiary has received a
demand notice of Rs 226.32
crore from the Income Tax
Department for assessment
years 2017-18 and 2018-19.

In a regulatory filing, the
company informed that the
order imposing penalty has
been passed against its whol-
ly owned subsidiary
Mahadhan AgriTech Ltd.

The demand notice dated
March 30, 2025, has been
issued by Assistant
Commissioner of Income
Tax- Central Circle,
Mumbai.

The total penalty
demands under various sec-
tions of the Income Tax Act
1961 amount to Rs 226.32
crore for assessment years
2017-18 and 2018-19, it
added. Deepak Fertilisers
said the company is in the
process of filing an appeal
against the present penalty
orders. The company is of
the opinion that it has a
strong case on merits and
confident of succeeding in
getting these demands
quashed in the appellate
proceedings.

BSE smallcap index jumps 8 pc optlmlsm In equity mkts

PNS B NEW DELHI

The BSE smallcap and midcap
indices ended the 2024-25 fis-
cal on a positive note amid a
strong rebound this month,
driven by a largely optimistic
trend in the stock market,
impressive retail investors' par-
ticipation and better valua-
tions.

In the 2024-25 fiscal, the
BSE smallcap gauge jumped
3,471.79 points or 8 per cent
while the midcap index
climbed 2,209 points or 5.61
per cent.

In comparison, the BSE
benchmark Sensex rallied
3,763.57 points or 5.10 per cent
in the entire 2024-25 financial
year.

Rebound in March was dri-
ven by improving domestic

optimism and return of foreign
flows with bargain hunting at
lower levels as valuations are
now more aligned to historic
averages, he added.

Stock markets came under
bear attack from October
onwards amid concerns over

foreign investors fleeing the
domestic market and rich val-
uations of the equities.

But, heavy retail investors'
participation played a crucial
role in the overall market's pos-
itive trend this fiscal.

Also, return of foreign

investors after a prolonged
period of selling, bargain hunt-
ing at lower levels, better val-
uations and the US Fed sig-
nalling two rate cuts in 2025
boosted investor sentiment,
experts said.

In the month of March, the
BSE benchmark index surged
4,216.82 points or 5.76 per
cent.

The BSE smallcap gauge
zoomed 3,555.23 points or
8.25 per cent and the midcap
index surged 2,939.1 points or
7.61 per cent this month alone.

"The Indian equity markets
experienced a strong perfor-
mance in FY25, maintaining
equilibrium in the face of glob-
al challenges. The strong elec-
toral mandates have shored-up
market confidence, ensuring
continuity of policies.

Haldiram sells stake to IHC and Alpha Wave Global

PNS B NEW DELHI

Haldiram Snacks Food, the
country's leading snack and
food brand, on Monday con-
firmed selling its stake to two
new investors -- IHC
(International ~ Holding
Company) and Alpha Wave
Global -- according to a release.
However, the statement did
not disclose the details of the

deal. The announcement comes
a day after Haldiram confirmed
acquisition of a minority stake
by Singapore-based global
investment firm Temasek. The
details of this deal were also not
disclosed. "Haldirams, India's
leading snack and food brand,
is pleased to announce the
addition of two new investors,
IHC (International Holding
Company) and Alpha Wave

Global, to its ongoing equity
round, following Temasek's
recent participation,” the state-
ment said.

This strategic move further
strengthens Haldirams financial
position as it accelerates its
global expansion plans, partic-
ularly in the US and the Middle
East. "The investment reflects
Alpha Wave Global's and IHC's
commitment to backing dom-

inant companies with strong
consumer brands," it said.
According to industry sources,
IHC and Alpha Wave are col-
lectively acquiring a minority
stake of about 6 per cent stake
in Haldiram Snacks Food at a
valuation of USD 10 billion
(around Rs 85,000 crore), which
is considered to be the largest
for the Indian packaged food
industry.

Gujarat Kidney
Super Speciality
files PO papers

PNS B NEW DELHI

Healthcare company Gujarat
Kidney And Super Speciality
has filed its preliminary papers
with capital markets regulator
Sebi to mobilise funds through
an initial public offering. The
initial public offering (IPO) is
entirely a fresh issue of equi-
ty shares of up to 2.2 crore
equity shares with a face value
of Rs 2 each, according to the
draft red herring prospectus
(DRHP) filed on Friday.

The proceeds from the fresh
issue to the tune of Rs 77 crore
will be used for proposed
acquisition of Parekhs Hospital
at Ahmedabad and Rs 12.4

crore for part-payment of pur-
chase consideration for the
already acquired "Ashwini
Medical Centre".

Funds worth Rs 30.2 crore
will be used by the company
for funding capital expenditure
requirements towards setting
up a new hospital in Vadodara,
and Rs 7.3 crore for buying
robotics equipment for the
hospital at Vadodara.
Additionally, proceeds worth
Rs 1.5 crore for debt repay-
ment and the remaining funds
will be used for funding inor-
ganic growth through uniden-
tified acquisitions & general
corporate purposes.

BirlaNu plans to invest up to Rs 1,300 cr, eyes acquisitions

PNS ® NEW DELHI

CK Birla Group home and
building material solutions
firm BirlaNu Ltd plans to
invest up to Rs 1,300 crore in

the next three years as part of

its strategy to double sales in
3-4 years time, according to
top company officials.

The company, which had
recently renamed itself as
BirlaNu Ltd from erstwhile
HIL Ltd and undertaken a
rebranding exercise, is also
scouting for acquisition
opportunities to fuel its
growth, BirlaNu Ltd President
Avanti Birla said.

"We are widening our posi-
tioning and going further, in
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a two-fold manner -- in our
own products and we're also
looking externally at diversi-
fying, other products (and)
potential acquisitions," she
said when asked about the

future roadmap.
Asked if any acquisitions are
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being considered at the
moment and how much war
chest has been prepared, she
said, "It is just part of our
expansion...when it comes to
the external market, there is
no particular number as such
right now but we are always

looking for opportunities that
come to us at the right price."

Elaborating further, BirlaNu
Ltd Managing Director &
CEO Akshat Seth said the
company has set on a journey
to doubling sales in the next
three to four years and do it
profitably, identifying pipes
and construction chemicals to
be the real growth engines,
besides expecting its global
interiors brand Parador to
also double during the time
period.

"In order to do this, organ-
ic growth is one big lever, but
we are evaluating inorganic
opportunities...we continue to
look for good assets overall to
fuel this growth," Seth added.

Investment, turnover criteria to help MSME:s scale up: Experts

PNS B NEW DELHI

The revised investment and
turnover criteria for micro,
small and medium enterpris-
es, effective from Tuesday
this week, is expected to offer
greater opportunities for
growth and expansion, result-
ing in increased job creation,
according to experts.

The government has noti-
fied significant revisions to
the turnover and investment
criteria for classifying
MSMEs, which will come into
effect from April 1.

Under the revised criteria,
the investment and turnover

limits for classification of all
MSMEs will be enhanced to
2.5 and 2 times, respectively.

"The revised and increased
eligibility should enable those
MSMEs who have had good
growth to grow further by giv-
ing them increased headroom
to continue to grow. It should
be especially beneficial for
new micro enterprises as they
can scale up with the various
fiscal incentives available,
especially with regard to
access to finance,” Ashok
Saigal, Co-Chairman of CII
National MSME Council,
said.

He further said the growth

of MSMEs is expected to
boost employment creation.

Micro, small and medium
enterprises (MSMEs) with

investments up to Rs 2.5 crore
will now be classified as micro
enterprises, from the previous
threshold of Rs 1 crore. The

turnover limit has been
revised from Rs 5 crore to Rs
10 crore.

Units with investments up
to Rs 25 crore will be classi-
fied as small enterprises, from
the earlier Rs 10 crore. The
turnover limit for such enter-
prises has been doubled from
Rs 50 crore to Rs 100 crore.

MSMEs with investments
up to Rs 125 crore will now be
classified as medium enter-
prises, from the earlier limit of
Rs 50 crore. For medium
enterprises, the turnover limit
has been doubled to Rs 500
crore.

During her budget speech,

Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman had
announced new classification
criteria for MSMEs.

"To help them (MSMEs)
achieve higher efficiencies of
scale, technological upgrada-
tion and better access to cap-
ital, the investment and
turnover limits for classifica-
tion of all MSMEs will be
enhanced to 2.5 and 2 times,
respectively.

This will give them the
confidence to grow and gen-
erate employment for our
youth," the Finance Minister
said in her Budget speech on
February 1.

Renault to buy out Nissan's
stake in Indian joint venture

PNS B NEW DELHI

French auto major Renault on
Monday said it will buy out its
Japanese partner Nissan's stake
in their Indian joint venture --
Renault Nissan Automotive
India Private Ltd.

Renault Group would own
100 per cent of Renault Nissan
Automotive India Private Ltd
(RNAIPL), by acquiring the 51
per cent shareholding current-
ly held by Nissan, the company
said in a statement.

The company, however, did
not disclose the financial details
of the transaction.

Renault Group and Nissan
have entered into a share pur-
chase agreement to this effect.

Upon the completion of this
transaction, Renault Group
would own 100 per cent of
RNAIPL, it added.

The agreement also includes
an operational agreement to
continue the current projects
between Renault Group and
Nissan, and to define the future

relationship of Renault Group
and Nissan in India.

Nissan will continue to use
RNAIPL for sourcing vehicles
for India and for exports in the
coming vyears, the statement
said.

Meanwhile, Renault Group
and Nissan will continue to
operate jointly, Renault Nissan
Technology & Business Center
India (RNTBCI) in which
Nissan will retain its 49 per cent
stake and Renault Group will
hold its 51 per cent stake.

RNAIPL would continue to
produce Nissan models, includ-
ing the New Nissan Magnite,
and will serve as a crucial pil-
lar for the company's future
expansion plans, the company
said.

Under the agreement,
Renault Group, through
Ampere, the first European
intelligent EV pure player,
would develop and produce a
derivative of Twingo, a A-seg-
ment vehicle, for Nissan from
2026.
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Spice, tang & whole lot of love on banana leaf

Kaadhale’s Ugadi special lunch was more than just a meal—it was a journey through
the vibrant flavours of Telugu cuisine, a nostalgic embrace of tradition and a
heartfelt celebration of the festival. Every dish was prepared with authenticity,

capturing the essence of a home-cooked festive meal

TEJAL SINHA
tejal.sinha30@gmail.com

gadi, the Telugu New
Year, is a time of renew-
al, joy and most impor-
tantly, a feast that
reflects the six essential
flavours of life—sweet,
sour, salty, bitter, pun-
gent and astringent. At
Kaadhale, a pure vege-
tarian restaurant near the Clock Tower in
Secunderabad, this spirit was brought to life
with an elaborate three-day Vindu
Bhojanam, a meal that honored the rich
culinary traditions of South India. Served
on a fresh banana leaf, the feast was an expe-
rience in itself, where every dish told a story
of culture, tradition, and exquisite flavors.

The meal began with being served the
banana along with a marigold flower, fol-
lowed by the Ugadi Pachadi, a dish that per-
fectly embodies the philosophy of the fes-
tival. Made with jaggery, raw mango, neem
flowers, tamarind, chili and salt, this unique
preparation mirrored the different emotions
that life brings—joy, challenges, bitterness
and surprises. The balance in Kaadhale’s ver-
sion was flawless, with the tartness of the
raw mango complementing the subtle bit-
terness of the neem flowers, while the jag-
gery softened the sharp edges with its nat-
ural sweetness. It was a refreshing and sym-
bolic start to the meal, preparing the palate
for the rich flavors to come.

Following this traditional opening, the feast
introduced a selection of appetizers and
condiments that celebrated the diverse tex-
tures and tastes of South Indian cuisine. The
Kosambari Salad was a refreshing delight,
made with soaked moong dal, grated carrots,
fresh coconut and tempered mustard seeds.
Light, crunchy, and subtly sweet, it acted as
a cooling contrast to the spice-forward dish-
es that followed. Accompanying it was
Sorakaya Roti Pachadi, a bottle gourd chut-
ney that had a creamy, earthy flavor enhanced
by a gentle tempering of mustard seeds, green
chilies and curry leaves.

The bold flavours of Andhra Pradesh were
evident in the Avakaya, the regions iconic
mango pickle. Aged to perfection, this fiery
condiment packed a punch with its mustard-

Pioneering new era in offshoring
for financial consultancy!

PNS|HYDERABAD

0, you know how offshoring is changing

the game for financial consulting? BINDZ

is becoming a popular partner for

American companies wishing to enter the

Indian market. What is their secret? The
standard for tax support and outsourced account-
ing is being raised via a novel Build-Operate-
Transfer (BOT) approach.

What distinguishes it is their capacity to facil-
itate global companies’ entry into India’s thriv-
ing talent pool. In contrast to conventional out-
sourcing approaches, it’s strategy makes use of
their specific knowledge to reduce risk and
increase efficiency.

Building a solid and knowledgeable basis
for their clientele is the main goal of its cre- "=

ative business concept. By doing this, they’re
opening the door for American businesses to
enter the Indian market without experl- A*

encing the typical growing pams .
It is at the forefront of this &
daring new strategy, which
is having positive results!

for Global Capability &
Centers (GCCs) in g
India, it joins the mar-
ket at a perfect
moment. In order to

access specialised, /
high-quality con-
sulting solutions,
foreign business-
es, such as US
CPA companies,
advisory firms
and other finan-
cial institutions,
are increasingly
turning to bou-
tique suppliers in
addition to more
conventional
major consulting
and outsourcing
organisations. This
makes its offering
particularly alluring.
India’s increasing
importance in the finan-
cial services sector is further
shown by the recent
spike in private equity
investment and small
businesses entering this
market. India stands
out for its depth of tal-
ent, high educational
standards and decades
of corporate invest-

ment—especially in complex domains like tax
consulting and auditing—even though nations like
South Africa, the Philippines and emerging markets
in Latin America also provide cost advantages to U.S.
firms. With a youthful and diverse leadership team
committed to training the next generation of finan-
cial consultants, it is ready to take the lead. Read this
exclusive interview with Sirish Korada - Managing
Director & CEO of BINDZ to find out how !

Which major developments are current-
ly influencing the financial consulting
and outsourcing sectors?
Globalisation, digitalisation and
changing expectations are all driving
changes in the financial consulting
and outsourcing sectors. Financial
| services are changing as a result of
0 digital transformation, with
automation, artificial intelligence
and data analytics improving accura-
cy and efficiency. The scope of off-
shore financial consultancy is
K} expanding beyond conven-
|! tlonal markets like the
U.S. and the UK. to
include emerging
economies like Japan
. and Germany. With
companies providing
specialised solutions
in investment bank-
ing, accounting, cor-
porate activities and
HR services, India
remains a top choice
for financial services
outsourcing.

What distinguishes them from the conventional
GCC models?

In contrast to conventional Global Capability
Center (GCC) concepts, they have adopted a novel
approach. In the traditional GCC model, the foreign
company must assume and undertake all the risk and
significantly higher investment in the initial years
to set up their GCC at the offshore location them-
selves. By using a highly specialised Build-Operate-
Transfer (BOT) approach and it is under SAPRO
LLC offering GGC as a service (GCCaaS), we can
avoid this. Foreign enterprises can use it’s capabil-
ities to set up, operate and streamline all processes
and businesses for their clients thanks to the BOT
model, which provides a fully customisable and
client-centric framework. Including essential busi-
ness deliveries at a reduced cost and with a risk-shar-
ing approach.

What turning points has it made recently in its
expansion process?

It has made significant strides in its growth,
enhancing its standing in the Indian financial con-
sulting market. Its ability to effectively scale its staff
to meet CBIZ’s expanding operational needs is one
of its major achievements. With complete solutions
in tax, audit, advising, insurance, technology and cor-
porate functions, the organisation is also growing
its service portfolio. The announcement of it’s sec-
ond facility in India less than a year after its found-
ing is another noteworthy accomplishment. It will
soon have a fully functional center in Hyderabad in
addition to Bengaluru, where it now has its head-
quarters!

In what ways is it tackling the skill gap and lack of
talent in the financial consulting industry?

It is actively addressing the skill gap and talent
deficit by utilising Indias sizable and highly
qualified workforce. To guarantee a consistent sup-
ply of personnel with training in international
financial standards, the organisation funds collab-
orations with leading educational institutions and
continuous learning initiatives. Additionally, it pri-
oritises upskilling programs by incorporating
advanced technologies like automation and arti-
ficial intelligence into its training curricula. In
addition to attracting top talent, it makes sure staff
members are prepared to handle the changing
needs of financial consulting by promoting a cul-
ture of continuous development and offering a
dynamic work environment.

What plans for growth or future projects does it
have planned for 2025?

It has a bold plan for 2025 that emphasises growth,
innovation and service improvement. In order to
increase service resiliency and broaden its talent
pool, the company intends to expand outside of
Bangalore by opening offices in several other loca-
tions. Furthermore, it wants to advance its AI-pow-
ered automation projects by creating in-house
solutions for risk assessment, accounting and tax pro-
cessing. Extending its corporate finance and advi-
sory services to meet a wider range of financial con-
sulting demands is another important area of con-
centration. In order to strengthen its standing as a
reliable financial consulting partner, it's parent firm,
SAPRO LLC, is also looking into strategic alliances
to duplicate its profitable BOT model with other
clients throughout the world.

laden spice mix, making every bite an explo-
sion of heat and tang. The Podi, a dry spice
powder made from roasted lentils and chilies,
was another classic addition, lending a
smoky, nutty depth to steaming hot rice when
mixed with a dollop of ghee.

No South Indian feast is complete with-
out deep-fried indulgences, and Kaadhale
delivered beautifully with its Garelu and Cut
Mirchi. The Garelu, crisp on the outside and
soft within, were made from urad dal bat-
ter, delicately seasoned with black pepper
and curry leaves. Their golden-brown crust
gave way to a pillowy interior, making them
the perfect companion to coconut chutney
and sambar. The Cut Mirchi, on the other
hand, was a treat for spice lovers—large
green chilies, dipped in gram flour batter,
deep-fried until crisp, then slit open and
sprinkled with a hint of chaat masala for that
extra zing.

As the feast moved toward the main
courses, the sheer variety of flavors on the
banana leaf was a testament to the diversity
of Telugu cuisine. The Chikkudukaya Tomato
Kura, a broad bean and tomato curry, stood
out with its delicate yet robust flavour pro-
file. The beans were tender, absorbing the
tangy tomato gravy infused with garlic and
green chilies. In contrast, the Gutti Vankaya
Kura, a dish revered across Andhra house-
holds, brought a rich, nutty depth to the meal.
Baby brinjals were stuffed with a decadent
masala of roasted peanuts, sesame seeds,
coconut, and tamarind, then slow-cooked
until they were infused with smoky, velvety
flavours.

For rice lovers, the feast presented an array
of beautifully prepared options. The
Mamidikaya Pulihora, or raw mango rice, was
a perfect balance of tartness and spice,
where the sharp citrusy notes of grated mango
were complemented by the warmth of tem-
pered mustard seeds, dried red chilies, and
crunchy peanuts. The Veg Pulao offered a
more aromatic touch, its long-grained basmati
rice cooked with seasonal vegetables and sub-
tly perfumed with whole spices like bay leaves
and cardamom. A simple serving of steamed
rice was also available, the ideal base for the
comforting dals and stews that followed.

One of the most beloved elements of a tra-
ditional Andhra meal is its hearty lentil dish-
es and Kaadhale did not disappoint. The

Glaucoma:

Beyond
just an eye

health? Not just an eye disease, glaucoma is also

associated with other bodily conditions. So, managing
your entire body—mindful of both health and disease—can
help your vision. Many aspects affect your eyesight such as
your general health, lifestyle and even genealogy. We are
able to prevent dire eye problems because these connections
are understood. And just like exercising and eating healthy
keeps your body fit, good regular maintenance of the eyes
leads to good vision. Glaucoma doesn't happen by itself; it
nearly always comes with other conditions that make
looking after your health more vital.

What is glaucoma?

An eye disease that can slowly take away one’s sight is
glaucoma. A good analogy is a balloon that is overfilled with
air; everything inside is gradually expanding and in due time,
it will explode. There is a liquid called the agueous
humorwhich is found in the eye and must constantly be
flowing in and out. Its primary purpose is to both nourish the
eye and remove the waste. If gets retained and fails to drain
as it should, then just like the balloon, pressure is built. This
high pressure can harm the optic nerve, which acts as a wire
carrying images from your eye to your brain. A damaged
optic nerve can lead to a loss of vision. Destruction of the
optic nerve results in vision loss. The tricky part? Glaucoma
can develop without any warning signs!

H ave you regarded your eyes as tiny extensions to your

Glaucoma and other health problems

Many people don’t realize that glaucoma is connected to
other health conditions. Let’s take a look at a few:

DIABETES: WAY TOO MUCH SUGAR
CAN DULL YOUR VISION

When the insulin in your body and the sugar in your
blood isout of balance, diabetes is a result. It is a
complication of this condition. If sugar levels become too
high then the blood vessels in your eyes can suffer and
risk glaucoma. A diabetic person has a much greater
probability of developing glaucoma than a non-diabetic
person. Consequently, eye exams performed by an
ophthalmologist on a regular basis are an absolute
necessity for those whose condition could predispose
them to this dangerous eye disease.

BLOOD PRESSURE: TOO HIGH FOR
COMFORT, TOO LOW FOR COMFORT

Blood pressure is like the voltage in the current. If it is too
elevated (hypertension) then your eyes are at risk of having
glaucoma hecause other parts of your eye can be impacted
by the excess force. If it is too low (hypotension) your eye
muscles won't receive enough oxygen and nutrition. Balance
the blood pressure in your system and you will preserve the
health of your eyes.

Gongura Pappu, made from sorrel leaves and
toor dal, was a rustic, tangy preparation that
highlighted the deep, sour notes of the
greens, balanced with the richness of tem-
pered ghee. The Gummadikaya Pulusu, a
pumpkin stew cooked in tamarind gravy,
brought an element of sweetness to the meal,
with the soft, caramelised pumpkin soaking
up the flavorful, slightly spicy broth. The clas-
sic Sambar, with its thick, tangy lentil base
enriched by vegetables, was a warm and com-
forting addition, while the Rasam, with its
peppery, tamarind-infused broth, acted as a
digestive elixir.

Adding a crunchy accompaniment to this
spread were the Appadam & Chilli, where
crispy papads were served with fried green
chilies, an irresistible combination that pro-
vided a bold, spicy crunch with every bite.
The Poori, puffed up and golden, was soft
yet flaky, pairing beautifully with the rich
gravies and curries.

To conclude this extravagant meal, the
desserts were a true indulgence. The Bellam
Parannam, or jaggery-infused sweet rice, was
a decadent affair, with its velvety texture and
deep caramel-like sweetness offering the per-
fect end to the feast. The Poornam Boorelu,
a traditional Andhra sweet, were little
dumplings of heaven—crisp on the outside,
yet soft and filled with a luscious mixture of
jaggery and lentils within. Served warm, they
were a nostalgic reminder of festive home-
cooked meals.

To cleanse the palate and aid digestion, a
generous helping of curd was served along-
side a banana, which is customary in South
Indian meals, offering a naturally sweet and
refreshing end. And finally, no grand meal is
complete without Killi (Pan), a fragrant
betel leaf preparation that left a lingering
freshness in the mouth.

This Ugadi special lunch was more than
just a meal—it was a journey through the
vibrant flavours of Telugu cuisine, a nostal-
gic embrace of tradition, and a heartfelt cel-
ebration of the festival. Every dish was pre-
pared with authenticity, capturing the essence
of a home-cooked festive meal.

For those who appreciate the depth and
complexity of South Indian cuisine, this
was an experience to cherish, a feast that
not only filled the stomach but also
warmed the soul.

HEART DISEASE: EYES AND THE
HEART WORK IN SYNERGY

Your heart supplies oxygenated blood to all the organs of
your body including your eyes. Hearts that are weak or
injured may not allow the eyes to receive enough oxygen,
which can easily lead to glaucoma. It could be said that the
eyes are attempting to thrive without the water that is
necessary for their survival. This implies a very intimate
connection between the heart and eyes. Persons with heart
conditions will need to be more regular in their eye check-
ups as they are at a higher risk of this condition.

What else can put you at risk for
glaucoma?

Age and family history: Our eyes will naturally change as we
age, your risk of glaucoma increases if you have a blood
relative with the condition.

Medications: Certain medications, such as steroids taken
for asthma or allergies, can increase eye pressure. Consult
your doctor about the state of your eyes if you have been on
these meds for a while.

Eye injuries: You have a higher risk of developing glaucoma
if you've injured your eye by for instance while playing
sportsor just a freak accident. Just as a scar on your skin
may never totally heal, an injury to the eye can result in future
problems. Make sure to wear protective eye gear when
engaging in physical activities (especially sports or
dangerous work).

You can help maintain eye health by:

© Have routine eye exams: Glaucoma can develop without
your knowledge, so even when you are feeling healthy and
free of symptoms make sure to have a comprehensive eye
exam every 2 years.

® Limit health issues: Manage your diabetes, blood
pressure and heart disease in control to reduce the risk.

® Extra precaution with medicines: If you are taking
steroids or similar medication, be sure to ask your doctor if
they conduct an eye checkup.

® Save your eyes: Put on safety goggles while playing
sports or using tools.

Treat your eyes like you would treat your
body

Your eyes are a window to your health. Remember to see an
eye doctor regularly because glaucoma can be prevented or
controlled if detected early. Ultimately, you have one set of
eyes be sure to take good care of it.

(The author, Dr. Pradeep Balam, is a Consuliant -
Glaucoma, at Sankara Eye Hospital, Hyderabad.)
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In celebration of the holy month of Ramadan, Tollywood actress
Sowmya Janu hosted a special lunch at her residence in Film Nagar,
Hyderabad. The event brought together a mix of Tollywood celebrities
and television artists, who joined in the festivities and shared the
spirit of the occasion.

' U '
Hyderabad Wltnessed the Iaunch of PMJ Jewels’ 40th flagshlp store at Punjagutta, which
marked the presence of Mahesh Babu'’s daughter Sitara Ghattamaneni. She also unveiled

the PMJ Sitara Half Saree Jewellery Collection. @ Sitara

This Ugadi, Nagini Prasad’s Siddhartha Jewellers brought culture, g

elegance, and celebration together at a vibrant event held at the MLA’s and
MP’s Colony Cultural Centre in Hyderabad. In collaboration with the
acclaimed classical dance troupe Parampara, the event turned into a

mesmerizing fusion of heritage, dance, and fine jewellery.

UPPERCASE MAKES A
STATEMENT AT NFYW!

. . ) Enhanced security - Features a flushed TSA
ppercase introduces its latest travel essentials—Rock lock and anti-theft zipper for added protection
Suitcase and Vector Suitcase—designed for modern '
explorers who seek the perfect balance of sustainability, feotion R
durability and sleek design. Crafted from eco-friendly E(f)f;l{')t;ﬁsns]:;?::és;tgggrEngrllgt;r?izlggg ?(;ykeep
recycled materials, these suitcases are built to endure the belongings neatly arranged.
toughest journeys while maintaining top-tier performance

Photos by- SV Chary

Smooth mobility - Equipped with smooth
double wheels and a premium push-button
OVERVIEW  trolley for easy maneuverability.

Rock Suitcase Added convenience — Comes with a
Inspired by rugged landscapes, featuring rock-like textures  removable toiletry pouch for hassle-free
and earthy tones for a natural, grounded aesthetic. ~ packing.
Designed for travellers who appreciate durability with an . R
organic touch. Launch highlights
- Unveiled on the runway by renowned
Vector Suitcase influencers Pooja Mundhra and Mehak Ghai
A sleek, structured design with bold vertical corner lines, Marks a first-of-its-kind presence for an Indian
offering a dynamic and modern edge.  luggage brand on the global fashion stage
Perfect for those who favor contemporary styling with high Availability & Pricing

functionality.
- Now available at GT stores across India and
Key features & benefits on all major e-commerce platforms.

Sustainahle materials - Crafted from GRS-certified recycled
plastics, reducing environmental impact. ~ Price starts at Rs 4,000.

Eid-UI-Fitr (Ramzan) prayers were conducted with great joy and devotion at Eidgah Dargah Shareef Hazrath Salar-E-Auliya (Rh) in Sy. No 80
New Hafeezpet Village, Serilingampally Mandal, R.R. District. The prayers were held under the guardianship of Dargah Muthawali and Sajjada | |
Nasheen, Sri Sultan Ahsan-Ud-Dowla.
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Kalyan Shankar on Mad
Square success: ‘Didn’t expect
such huge collections’

Vaishnavi Chaitanya’s
dual role in Jack: ‘My role
will entertain everyone’

Vaishnavi Chaitanya has become the latest crush for

many after the teaser of Jack was released a few
days ago. She plays the female lead opposite

SURESH KAVIRAYANI
sureshkavirayani@gmail.com

tial. If we don’t have a compelling narrative,
Post the success of people won't watch it. The first part had real-
he film Mad became a super suc-  fifaf Square’ ! istic characters, but for the sequel, I wrote a

cess and now its sequel, Mad
Square, has turned out to be an
even bigger hit. Director Kalyan
Shankar, overwhelmed by the
response, said, “After seeing the

first-day collections, I never expected the film shares his replace them with others; it may not work out,”
to collect such huge numbers” he said.

i He nOtle% tltmatt}\;vhile t?he (flirst tpaytt prirlrllar— feeullgs and i KalyanS .Shanljil(rl'tprevioglsly woakeld witlh
ily appealed to the youth due to its college . irector Sriram Aditya on Hero and also col-
chk%F;op, Mad Sq};are has managed %0 excitement laborated with Vijaye}rlldra Prasad, the father of
attract a broader audience. “In Mad Square, ghout it SS Rajamouli. “I've made short films and a web

families, women and kids are enjoying it a lot.
The first one was limited to youth, but I'm
happy that the sequel is being watched by
everyone,” he shared.

When asked which film he prefers, he said,
“The first one is special because it was my debut,
but as a writer, I love the second one more.”

The director also received praise for bal-
ancing all the characters effectively. “Many
people complimented me, saying I managed
to give equal importance to all the charac-
ters within the stipulated two-hour run-
time,” he said.

He credited the camaraderie among
lead actors Narne Nithin, Sangeeth Sobhan
and Ram Nithin for adding to the film’s
success. “These three became thick friends,
which worked really well for my film. In
the first part, Narne Nithin took some
time to blend in, but by the second one,
their bond was natural, which was a huge
plus,” he explained.

Kalyan Shankar acknowledged that
Satyam Rajesh’s comedy scenes were
inspired by Hello Brother, starring
Nagarjuna. He also admitted that Mad
Square shares similarities with films
like DJ Tillu and Jaathi Ratnalu.
“The genres might be similar, but the
stories are completely different,” he
clarified.

He further stated that while Mad 2 is
fictional, some comedic moments are
inspired by real-life people around him.

The film features music by two com- |
posers, Bheems Ceciroleo and S. Thaman. |
“The Sankranthiki Vasthunnam songs were [
a hit and Daaku Maharaj had an excellent |
background score. So, we requested
Thaman to compose the background score
for the Goa episode to create a distinct feel,”
he revealed. ;

On whether he wants to cash in on the
success of Mad, he said, “Wed love to con-

director
Kalyan
Shankar

tinue the franchise, but a strong story is essen-

crime comedy and took cinematic liberties.
Without those, it would have turned into a
serious thriller instead of a comedy.”

He emphasised that if another sequel is made,
it must include the same lead trio. “We can't

series,” he shared.
Initially, he struggled to find pro-
ducers for a serious film he had
written. “For three years, I
. ran around with a serious
'\, film called Dream, but no
.\ one was interested. I
; realized that comedy
. works best, so I decid-
ed to pursue that,” he
explained.

Kalyan Shankar

has now landed a big
\ project with Ravi
| Teja. “The film will
| begin in August.
| It's a superhero
! backdrop story
that requires
extensive pre-
production. It’s
not a sci-fi film
but a completely
fictional story;” he
said.

Discussing his
strength as a film-
maker, he said,
“Whether it's comedy or

emotion, it should come

unexpectedly—that’s what

makes it click. Thats my

. strong point and it should
always feel convincing”

On his personal preferences,

Kalyan Shankar said he enjoys

with all actors and be successful.
My personal favourite actor is
Pawan Kalyan and my dream is
| to direct a film with him. But
he is very busy with
| politics,” he

| shared.

EMPURAAN’ CONTROVERSY
Film censored again,

changes made

alayalam superstar Mohanlal’s latest release,
M Empuraan, has been embroiled in controver-

sy since its release on March 27. The film,
a sequel to the blockbuster Lucifer, is directed by
Prithviraj Sukumaran, who also plays a pivotal role
in both films.

Following its release, Empuraan faced backlash over
certain scenes that some groups found objectionable.
One of the major points of contention was a sequence
depicting riots in Gujarat, where a character named
Balraj Bajrangi (played by Abhimanyu Singh) was
shown abusing women, including a pregnant woman.
Right-wing political groups criticised the portrayal of
Hindu leaders, prompting the filmmakers to make
changes. The character’s name was altered from Balraj
Bajrangi to Baba Bajrangi.

Additionally, the film underwent re-censorship,
resulting in the removal of a few minutes from the con-
troversial sequence. The scene depicting abuse against
women was cut by two minutes, while the sequence

.““

At

Siddhu Jonnalagadda in this film, directed by

Bommarillu Bhaskar.

Vaishnavi shot to fame with Baby, where she
played a bubbly role and received widespread
appreciation for her performance. She even won

several awards for the film.

Despite her rising popularity, she remains
selective about her projects. “I don’t want to
sign just any film. My role should have a
strong impact on the story,” she stated. At a
latest song release event for Jack, she revealed
an exciting detail: she is playing a dual role

in the film.
Vaishnavi is also very active on

social media, especially Instagram,

where she regularly shares stun-
ning photoshoots. In her latest
shoot, she captivated fans with a
regal and powerful appearance.
While there is tough competi-
tion from non-Telugu actresses,
Vaishnavi is winning hearts as a
homegrown talent. Many
believe Telugu actresses

rarely get major opportu-

nities, but some, like

Vaishnavi, have broken

the trend through hard

work. She started her

career with minor

roles and first gained

J attention

Iy as Allu Arjuns
sister in Ala
Vaikunthapurramuloo.

That role eventually led

to her big break as the

female lead in Baby.

Now, she is set to

e - showcase her versatility
in Jack, which is releasing
on April 10. She is also
0 starring opposite Anand
.‘} Deverakonda in the sequel
to 90’s A Middle-Class

Biopic.

Talking about her role in

Jack, she said, “I played a
bubbly role in Baby and

then a serious one in Love

Me. But in Jack, my role

will definitely entertain
everyone. I've tried

comedy and I believe

this film will help

me connect

more with

family audi-

ences.”

involving the pregnant woman was entirely
removed. Initially, the film had a runtime of
approximately 180 minutes, but following these
edits, it now stands at 177 minutes and 44 seconds.

Lead actor Mohanlal addressed the contro-
versy and issued an apology, stating, “As an artist,
it is my duty to ensure that none of my films pro-
mote hatred towards any political movement, ide-
ology, or religious group.” His statement, written
in Malayalam, assured that he and his team took
necessary steps to resolve the issue.

Director-actor Prithviraj Sukumaran’s mother
also defended him on social media, asserting that all
key stakeholders, including Mohanlal, were aware of
the film’s script from the beginning. “It is unfair to put
the entire blame on Prithviraj,” she stated in her post.

Despite the controversy, Empuraan has shattered box
office records, becoming the highest-opening
Malayalam film and surpassing the Rs 100 crore mark
within just a few days of its release.

]
Salman Khan’s
Sikandar faces

box office disaster,
Rashmika’s ‘lucky
mascot’ fails

alman Khan'’s latest film Sikandar, which hit theatres on March 30,

has opened to a disappointing response. Despite a star-studded

cast featuring Salman, Kajal Aggarwal and Rashmika Mandanna,
the film failed to generate buzz or attract audiences. Directed by AR
Murugadoss, the film struggled to make an impact at the box office.
Given Salman Khan’s massive fan base, expectations were high, but
Sikanaarturned out to be a major letdown. The film saw minimal footfall
even on its opening Sunday, a public holiday and the situation remained
the same on Monday despite the Ramzan festival holiday. Critics
slammed the movie for its weak storyline and lackluster direction, which
further dented its prospects.
The film's promotional campaign also failed to create excitement. As a
result, Sikandar has only managed to collect around Rs 25 crore, on its
opening day, a figure considered disastrous for a Salman Khan starrer.
Meanwhile, Rashmika Mandanna, who had been on a streak of back-to-
back hits, couldn’t continue her success with this film. Dubbed a ‘lucky
mascot’ for her previous projects, her presence failed to make a
difference this time. Alongside Rashmika, South Indian stars Kajal
Aggarwal, Sathyaraj and Kishore also played key roles in the film.

arch 31, 2025,
Mmarked the
60th anniver-

sary of Tene Manasulu,
the film that launched
Telugu cinema legend
Superstar  Krishna.
Directed by Adurthi
Subba Rao, the film was
released on March 31,
1965 and became a massive
hit, setting the stage for
Krishna’s illustrious career.
Interestingly, the film was
initially conceived as a black-
and-white production. However,
after shooting a few reels, Adurthi
Subba Rao decided to convert it
into a color film, making it one of
the earliest color films in Telugu
cinema with a social drama theme.

The casting process for Tene
Manasulu was unique, as the direc-
tor sought fresh faces through a
newspaper advertisement. Krishna,
keen on entering the film industry,
sent his portfolio. Other notable
actors, including Jayalalitha,
Krishnam Raju and Hema Malini,
also applied for roles. Eventually,
Krishna and Ram Mohan were
selected as the leads.

Music played a crucial role in the
film’s success. The legendary singer
Ghantasala lent his voice for
Krishna’s songs, which became
musical chartbusters. Additionally,
renowned writer Mullapudi
Venkata Ramana served as the
screenwriter, while K. Viswanath,
who later became a celebrated

60 years of superstar
Krishna’s debut film
Tene Manasulu

el
-4

filmmaker, worked as an assistant
director.

One lesser-known anecdote
from the film’s production involved
Krishna learning to ride a scoot-
er. Since the script required him to
drive one, he trained for four days
under the guidance of Ravi
Kondala Rao before confidently
riding from Sarathi Studios to
Sanath Nagar.

Following Tene Manasulu,
Krishna became a sensation and
went on to become one of the
biggest superstars of Telugu cine-
ma. He later turned producer,
director, and even established a
film studio in Hyderabad. His
legacy continues through his son,
Mahesh Babu, who is one of the
leading actors in South Indian cin-
ema today.
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LSG eye win against Punjab Kings

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA M Lucknow

ew skipper Rishabh Pant will be

eager to make his mark as

Lucknow Super Giants look to

win their first home game of the
season when they host an in-form Punjab
Kings in the IPL here on Tuesday.

Pant, who became IPLs most expensive
player in the auction last year, will be deter-
mined to justify his hefty ¥27 crore price
tag after low returns as a batter in the first
two games.

His captaincy at LSG started with an
unfortunate loss, as they fell short by just
one wicket against his former team, Delhi
Capitals. However, LSG made a strong
comeback with an impressive five-wicket
victory over Sunrisers Hyderabad at home,
thanks to some sensational hitting by
Nicholas Pooran (70 off 23) and Mitchell
Marsh (52 off 31) and Shardul Thakur’s
(4/34) twin strikes in the third over which
halted the marauding SRH batting unit.

Despite the team’s success, Pant suffered
a second consecutive failure with the bat,
managing only scores of 0 and 15 in the
opening two matches.

The Indian dasher will be keen to silence
his critics and let his bat do the talking.

For the first time, Pant will face his for-

& ]
mer Delhi Capitals coach Ricky Ponting,
who has joined Punjab Kings this season.

It will a clash between the most expen-
sive and second-most expensive players in
IPL history, with Shreyas Iyer leading
Punjab Kings.

In contrast to Pant’s struggles, Iyer, who
was roped in for 326.75 crore, led from the
front with a match-winning 97 not out off

il - -
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42 deliveries against Gujarat Titans.

The IPL-winning captain is relishing
playing at number 3 and will look to con-
tinue in the same vein.

Shashank Singh started from where he
had left in the previous season, smashing
boundaries at will, while Priyansh Arya
made an electrifying IPL debut with a 23-
ball 47 at the top for Punjab.

Their batting efforts were complement-
ed by India quick Arshdeep Singh and a
disciplined bowling at the death by medi-
um pacer Vijaykumar Vyshak, who was
brought in as an impact sub.

The Ekana Stadium tends to favour
bowlers, particularly spinners and slower
bowlers. However, the wicket produced
varied results during the IPL last season
and in the four WPL played last month.

Spinners from both side could play a
crucial role in the outcome of the match.

If LSG’s formidable batting line up can
put the runs on the board, the onus will
be on Ravi Bishnoi, who hasn’t been in the
best of form, to provide breakthrough with
his effective leg spin. He will have fellow
leg-spinner Digvesh Rathi, who made
heads turn with his stellar show at the
inaugural Delhi Premier League last year,
for company.

The hosts also have the option to play
left-arm spinner Shahbaz Ahmed, while
Aiden Markram is also handy with off spin.

Seasoned Indian leg spinner Yuzvendra
Chahal will be the leader of the spin attack
for Punjab with Glenn Maxwell also
expected to roll his arm over.

They have plenty of pace bowling
options as well with Iyer using as many as
seven bowlers in the match against GT.

PCB to i- quire age- t for breachi- ¢ ECB’s a- ti-corruptio- code

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA M Karachi

set to inquire a case where a UK-

based Pakistani agent, who repre-
sented 18-20 centrally contracted players,
has been suspended by the England and
Wales Cricket Board for breaching its anti-
corruption code.

Mughiz Ahmad Shearachiikh and his
company International Cricketers
Association (ICA) had last year signed cen-
trally contracted players from Pakistan.

Aamer Jamal, Mohammad Wasim Jr,
Abdullah Shafique, Arafat Minhas,
Haseebullah, Jahandad Khan, Kamran
Ghulam, Khurram Shahzad, Mohammad
Ali, Mohammad Hasnain, Mohammad

The Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) is

Hurraira, Irfan Niazi, Naseem Shah,
Nauman Ali, Sahibzada Farhan, Saim
Ayub, Sajid Khan, Shadab Khan, Sufiyan
Magqgeem, Tayyab Tahir while Imam ul
Haq, Mohammad Haris, Sarfaraz Ahmed
and Usama Mir were being represented by
his company on short term basis.

Sheikh, who is also registered as a play-
er agent with the ECB, had his registration
suspended after investigations by cricket
regulators.

Following a hearing, an independent
anti-corruption tribunal has found him
guilty of four violations of the ECB’s anti-
corruption code.

Sheikh apparently tried to bribe an
English coach of a team to play his play-
ers and the coach reported his approach

to the ECB.

A reliable source in the PCB said that
soon after the case came to light, the play-
ers were advised to reconsider their
association with Sheikh and his company
and some have already disassociated
with him.

The PCB is also looking into tightening
its requirements and approval procedure
for allowing agents and their companies
to represent Pakistani players.

“Cricket has changed and with so many
T20 and T10 leagues and endorsement
opportunities available all players have
their agents to look after their best busi-
ness interests. The PCB will now change
and tighten its procedure before
approving registration of any agent,” the

source said.

Back in 2010, a UK based Pakistani
agent, Mazhar Majeed became the centre
of the spot-fixing scandal involving former
captain Salman Butt and pacers
Mohammad Asif and Mohammad Amir
when Pakistan was touring England.

Later, when the scandal broke out it was
revealed that Majeeed, who served jail time
also, had close ties with other senior
Pakistani players and got them contracts
in the UK.

Senior players including Babar Azam,
Mohammad Rizwan and Shaheen Shah
Afridi are represented by another compa-
ny, Saya Corporation whose ties with for-
mer captain Inzamam ul Haq led to his
resignation as chief selector in 2023.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA M New Delhi

t 16, Zeeshan Ansari was the
Ayoungest member of the Indian U-

19 World Cup team in 2016 that
had a posse of future India internation-
als in its ranks.

While Rishabh Pant, Ishan Kishan,
Washington Sundar, Sarfaraz Khan,
Avesh Khan and Khaleel Ahmed were
striving to graduate to the next level,
Ansari sank into oblivion.

Since then he has played just five Ranji
Trophy matches and one Syed Mushtaq
Ali Trophy contest for Uttar Pradesh.

The wiry leg-spinner from Lucknow’s
famous shopping hub Hazratganj,
wasn't the centre of attention in that
illustrious batch that had six players, who
later went on to play for the senior Indian
team across formats with varying degree
of success.

On Sunday afternoon, after years of
wilderness, the now 25-year-old and bet-
ter-built Ansari walked into the collec-
tive consciousness with wickets of Faf du
Plessis, Jake Fraser-McGurk and KL
Rahul albeit in a losing cause for
Sunrisers Hyderabad on his IPL debut.

Not afraid to flight the ball, Ansari
showed a big heart, something that for-
mer U-19 India selector and UP stalwart
Gyanendra Pandey was impressed with
back then. He was picked for the junior
national squad.

“Usko Eid se pahle hi Eidi mil gayi (He
got Eid’s gift before the festivities began).
He is a very hardworking bowler,
Pandey, who had played a couple of ODIs
for India back in 1999, told PTI.

“Obviously, I don't want to get into why
he didn’t play more for Uttar Pradesh in
domestic cricket all these years. But he
was UP T20 league’s highest wicket-taker
for Meerut Mavericks and that’s how SRH
scouts picked him.

What Pandey likes about Ansari is his
courage whenever he is being chal-
lenged by the best in business.

“I was coach of Kanpur Superstars and
he played for Meerut Mavericks. Sameer
Rizvi (who is with DC) is a big name in
UP T20 circuit and he dismissed him
effortlessly. Those who watched UP T20
league saw his talent and yesterday a big-

Zeeshan Ansari gets IPL stage

ger audience got to watch him play”

Along with Delhi, UP is another
BCCI affiliated state association which
produces battle-hardened players, who
rise not because of the system but
despite it.

He had 17 wickets in five Ranji games,
decent if not outstanding but even then
not getting a chance across any format
since 2020 does defy logic.

Son of a tailor in Hazratganj, the senior
Ansari never had the means to raise ques-
tions about why his son was repeatedly
ignored.

Another former UP first-class crick-
eter, who didn’t wish to be named said:
“Look, Kuldeep was most of the time
busy with international cricket but some-
how our coach Sunil Joshi (former India
spinner) didn’t find anything special in
the boy” “Well, hope that he finds some-
thing now. I believe both Vippy (Vipraj
Nigam of DC) and Zeeshan can play for
UP together”

His childhood coach Gopal Singh, who
taught him the first lessons in wrist spin
at the Lucknow Development Authority
when he was around 12, explained how
it became a very bizarre situation for
Ansari.

“After he came back from U-19 World
Cup in 2016, he played Ranji Trophy and
performed decently. Next season, he did-
n't play a single game -- not even U-19
or U-23. Since he had played Ranji
Trophy, people thought why should he go
back to U-19s but then he wasn't even
picked for senior team.”

Singh also said that Ansari as such did-
n't go through any financial hardships.

“Yes, they are a middle-class family but
there are no sob stories. Yes, his father is
a tailor but they have a shop and it was
he who brought his son to me but I don’t
think there were any financial struggles
as such”

Singh thanked Meerut Mavericks skip-
per and KKR star Rinku Singh for using
his ward well during the UP T20 League.

“Rinku supported Zeeshan a lot dur-
ing UP T20 league. A leg-spinner needs
a lot of confidence from his captain. He
was brought into bowl at crucial junctures
and that helped him catch attention of
scouts.”

Williamson praises Nitish Rana’s knock

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA M New Delhi

ew Zealand batting great Kane

Williamson lavished praise on

Nitish Rana, calling his 36-ball 81
an “incredible knock of the highest stan-
dard” and also credited Rajasthan Royals’
fielding for their six-run win over
Chennai Super Kings.

Nitish, coming to bat at number 3, pro-
duced a match-winning performance as
RR posted 182 for nine and then restrict-
ed CSK to 176-6 to open their account
this season.

Wanindu Hasaranga’s four wickets and
some sensational fielding, including
stand-in skipper Riyan Parag’s incredible
one-handed catch to dismiss Shivam
Dube, were key moments of the match.

“Nitish is an excellent player of spin, but
he got his innings started against the
seam, using the pace well,” Williamson,
who has played for Sunrisers Hyderabad
and Gujarat Titans in the past, said on
JioHotstar.

“He accessed the areas behind square
nicely and perhaps came in at No. 3 due
to the left-hand, right-hand combination.
It was an incredible knock of the highest
standard, and I think that’s key for him
moving forward in this tournament.

“Rajasthan Royals have several other
talented batters, but today, Nitish was the
match-winner. That said, in a game like
this—on a surface where the margins are

so fine — I believe Rajasthan Royals’ field-
ing is what truly got them across the line””
With CSK needing 39 off 12 balls, MS
Dhoni (16), cheered by the crowd, hit a
boundary over short third and a tower-
ing six over long-on off a profligate Tushar
Deshpande, but he couldn’t finish the job.
Highlighting on the aura surrounding
Dhoni, Williamson said: “The fact that
Chennai Super Kings were playing an
away match, yet the entire crowd was
dressed in yellow, was just incredible.
We've seen this so many times before.
“I felt like it was written in the stars for
MS to come in and smash 20 runs in an
over to finish things off—he’s done it so
often. But it was a tough ask, needing 40

5 BT

youre playing a close game, these one-

off the last two overs.

“Still, it was special to see him walk out.
I can only imagine how intimidating it
must be for any opposition trying to
defend a total when he’s at the crease”

Former India batter Ambati Rayudu
also believes fielding made all the differ-
ence in the match, saying it was painful
to watch some of the mistakes being made
by the five-time champions CSK. “When

percenters really matter. We saw quite a
few incredible catches in this match — it’s
rare to see that! On the other hand,
Chennai Super Kings didn’t field well at
all, except for maybe one or two stops in
the infield,” said the former CSK player.

Dhoni can’t bat 10 overs running full stick: Fleming

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA M Guwahati

ahendra Singh Dhoni can't bat ten

overs running full stick as his

knee remains dodgy and the for-
mer captain decides on his batting posi-
tion based on the match situation, revealed
Chennai Super Kings coach Stephen
Fleming. The 43-year-old Dhoni had
faced criticism for batting at number 9 dur-
ing CSK’s 50-run loss to Royal Challengers
Bengaluru at Chepauk last week.

On Sunday, the CSK talisman walked
out at number 7 with the team needing 54
off 25 balls but could manage just 16 runs
off 11 balls as they suffered a six-run loss
to Rajasthan Royals.

“It’s a time thing. MS judges it. His body;,
his knees aren’t what they used to be. He's
moving okay but there’s still a nutrition
aspect to it. He can’t bat 10 overs running
full stick. So he will gauge on the day what
he can give us,” Fleming said at the post-
match press conference.

“If the game’s in the balance like today,
he will go a little bit earlier and he backs
other players when other opportunities are
up. So he’s balancing that. I said it last year,
he’s too valuable to us, (with his) leader-
ship and wicket keeping, to throw him in
at 9- 10 overs.

“He’s actually never done that. So look,
from around 13, 14 overs he’s looking to
go, depending on who’s in”

RR racked up 79 for 1 in the powerplay
compared to CSK’s 42-1 and Fleming

admitted they lost the match in the pow-
erplays.

“If you analyse the game it’s probably the
two power plays. Our power play with the
ball went for the best part of 80 runs and
we were only able to manage early 40s,” he
said.

“So that’s on the scoreboard the big dif-
ference and we were also sloppy in the field
compared to Rajasthan who were out-
standing. So that would be the two imme-
diate takeaways.”

n It's a time thing. MS judges it.
His body, his knees aren’t

what they used to be. He’s moving

okay but there’s still a nutrition

aspect to it
— STEPHEN FLEMING, CSK COACH

Reflecting on the key moments, Fleming
said: “I think (Riyan) Parag’s catch was the
turning point in the match. The Dube
match-up was going our way but he
(Wanindu Hasaranga) had courage. You
can’t deny that and he certainly gave the
ball air.

“Sometimes you give the ball air and in
this competition you can go the distance
but he had the courage to do that and
Gaikwad’s wicket as well was very clever.
So he held his nerve and had a good day.

“Nitish Rana played really well. I thought
he combated a bit of bounce and a bit of
seam early to get them off to a great start
... So that catch was big and then classy

bowling from Hasaranga to Ruturaj. So
probably three pretty good moments.”

I tried to use pace in this wicket: Nitish

Promoted to number 3, Nitish Rana’s
belligerent 36-ball 81 saw RR post 182 for
9 and then restrict CSK to 176 for 6 to reg-
ister its first win of the season.

“I got to know yesterday (Saturday)
when Rahul sir called me before going to
practice. Riyan also told me that I could
bat at number 3. I guess, that decision was
very good.

“In the first two matches, I was trying
to hit hard. So, my learning from the last
two matches was that if I try to use pace
in this wicket, how much pace I can use
on the new ball, if I try to do that, then my
success rate can increase in making runs.
And today, I did the same thing..”

It was Riyan Parag’s first win as a cap-
tain and Nitish credited his calm
demeanour and the atmosphere of the
dressing room for the win.

“I think, captaincy is very result-orient-
ed. If your result is in your favor, then
everyone says that you are a very good cap-
tain. I don’t believe that. I think, there are
small battles in a T20 game. How you win
those battles, that is important,” he said.

“A player knows that and Riyan is very
calm as a captain. And this dressing
room is also very calm. This starts with the
coaches, the kind of atmosphere that Sanju
and even Rahul sir has created in the dress-
ing room... There was no panic. And we
just tried to focus on the process”

Ahlawat eyes comeback after
disappointing India Open

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA M Gurugram

expressed his disappointment over his

performance at the Hero India Open
2025, admitting that he needs to rectify
his mistakes quickly to stay competitive
in upcoming tournaments.

Ahlawat, who was one of the best-per-
forming Indians in the tournament,
ended tied 17th alongside Gaganjeet
Bhullar and Om Prakash Chouhan.

“My game was pretty average, and I
didn’t play my best game. My ball strik-
ing was a bit off, but still, I managed to
finish in the top-20, that’s a good part. But
I need to work on my game to be up there
competing for the title,” Ahlawat said in
an exclusive interview on Sunday. “My
main focus is to play my best game with-
out thinking much about the result. I am
not worried about getting a lot of top-five
finishes, I just want to showcase my best
potential,” he added.

Indian Golf Union (IGU) President
Brijender Singh praised Ahlawat’s
performance.

“I don’t think it was hard luck for him,
I am proud of his performance. It is a
matter of the ball rolling for you, and you
can have some bad breaks, but overall, I
am satisfied with the way he played this
week,” Singh told PTT Videos on the side-
lines of the tournament.

Establishing a professional golf league
in India has been a topic of discussion in
the recent months.

Ahlawat believes that introducing

Indian golfer Veer Ahlawat has

such a format would significantly help the
sport grow in India, providing profession-
al golfers with more opportunities and
financial incentives.

“I think such a league will be great for
Indian golf. It will be fun, and it will be
a completely different format. There will
be more prize money for the pros to grab,
so it will be nice,” Ahlawat said.

The IGU president said that this
league will allow young players learn
from professionals, while also increasing
the sport’s popularity and financial via-
bility. “When the young kids and less pro-
fessional kids get a chance to play with
the pros, they will learn about shot-mak-
ing, they will learn about golf, they will
also understand the exhilaration you get
by winning because for some, winning is
a real high,” Singh said.

Singh is also optimistic about the
future of golf in India as the country
shares cordial relations with the interna-
tional bodies governing the sport.

“The future of golf is bright, I think we
are more organised. The countries that
manage the golfing spectrum have seen
us, have more faith in us. We have been
organising such huge tournaments suc-
cessfully, which gives them courage to
bring new tournaments to India,” he said.

“We had the LIV series, we have Hero
(India Open), we will have another one
in October at the Delhi Golf Club hope-
fully. So, the confidence really grows for
the overseas partners. We will get to see
a lot of golf, they will come and partici-
pate on more serious terms,” he added.

I wa- t to improve my strike rate i- T20: Azmatullah

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA M New Delhi

fghanistan and Punjab Kings all-
Arounder Azmatullah Omarzai wants

to replicate his remarkable ODI suc-
cess in the T20 format and for that, he is
working on his batting strike rate besides
improving his pace as a fast bowler.

The last 12 months have been rather
memorable for the 25-year-old who was
named ICC ODI Cricketer of the Year in
January, the first one from his country to
get that honour. He is also the top-ranked
all-rounder in the ICC ODI rankings.

Omarzai had a dream game against
England in the Champions Trophy as he
led his team to another famous win over
their fancied opponents with an all-round
performance including a 31-ball 41 and a
five-wicket haul.

For someone who considers himself as
a batting all-rounder, bouncing out the
likes of Jos Buttler was a big deal for
Omarzai.

Considering his special feats in the 50-
over game, the desire to excel in the short-
est format comes across as natural. In the
middle of his second IPL season, Omarzai
wants to use the upcoming two months to
become a better T20 player ahead of the
World Cup in India and Sri Lanka next
year. “Yes, you are right when you say that
ODI has been my best format thus far. In
ODlIs, you get more time to settle and you
can play longer and take extra time in the
middle.

“In T20s, you don't. So here (in the IPL),
T have to improve my strike rate and work
on long innings to do the best for my

team,” Omarzai, who played for Gujarat
Titans last season, told PTL

On the fast bowling front, he wants to
consistently bowl in excess of 140kmph.

“International cricket is fast now. If you
have 1-2 skills, others will read you. So, you
have to learn and improve every time. I will
also try to improve my line and length. I
will work on my pace to reach 140 kmph.
I want to play as a proper fast bowler with
my team.

“The team should feel that they are play-
ing as a proper fast bowler. I don’'t want to
play as an all-rounder or a medium pacer.
I want to work on my pace and especial-
ly on death bowling as that is an area
Afghanistan have faced issues of late (fol-
lowing the retirement of Naveen-Ul-Haq).

“I want to be at the top not just in one
format but across formats and become the
best player for Afghanistan,” said Omarzai,
who has featured in one Test, 39 ODIs and
47 T20s.

His returns in the shortest format are
modest as he averages close to 57 with the
bat in ODIs and has taken 38 wickets at
an average of 30.16.

Looking to learn from Ponting

and Shreyas

With Punjab Kings being on the road for
their first two games, Omarzai has not got
much to talk about batting with head coach
Ricky Ponting. He has spent a bit of time
with skipper Shreyas Iyer though, dis-
cussing batting against world class fast

bowling. “Last season, I talked about the
game with Shubman Gill (at Titans). This
season, conversations with Shreyas have
been good. He is a calm and cool person.
I enjoy spending time with him.

“I asked him about how to play fast
bowlers in the T20 format. He said ‘we
should use their pace. “The ball travels fast
here, you will get runs. Don't try to play
forcefully’.

“He has played a lot at international
level. He has a good idea of how to play
pace;” said Omarzai.

On his maiden season with the fran-
chise, he added: “The atmosphere is good,
the coaches are great, the players have been
welcoming. As the World Cup is here next
year, it is crucial to get the IPL experience””




	01 HYD-01.pdf
	01 HYD-02.pdf
	01 HYD-03.pdf
	01 HYD-04.pdf
	01 HYD-05.pdf
	01 HYD-06.pdf
	01 HYD-07.pdf
	01 HYD-08.pdf
	01 HYD-09.pdf
	01 HYD-10.pdf
	01 HYD-11.pdf
	01 HYD-12.pdf

