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ALMANAC

Updated: April 25, 2025 5:00 PM

Forecast: Moslty Sunny
Temp: 38

oc

Humidity: 50%
Sunrise: 5:44 AM
Sunset: 6:25 PM

TODAY

VIJAYAWADA WEATHER

Month & Paksham: Krishna Paksha 

Tithi: 
Trayodashi: Apr 25 11:45 AM

to Apr 26 08:28 AM
Chaturdashi: Apr 26 08:28 AM

to Apr 27 04:50 AM

Nakshatram: 
Uttara Bhadrapada: Apr 25 08:53 AM

to Apr 26 06:27 AM
Revati: Apr 26 06:27 AM

to Apr 27 03:38 AM

Rahukalam: 9:05 AM to 10:39 AM

Yamagandam:  1:48 PM to 3:22 PM

Varjyam: 09:08 PM to 10:32 PM

Gulika: 5:56 AM to 7:31 AM

Amritakalam: 01:31 AM to 02:56 AM

Abhijit Muhurtham: 11:48 AM to 12:39 PM

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

The YSRCP has condemned
the coalition government for
its financial impropriety and
unconstitutional approach in
raising loans against future
earnings of the State Mineral
Development Corporation
(APMDC) and allowing
access to private parties to
the consolidated fund of the
State.

Speaking to media here on
Friday, party leader Perni
Venkatramiah (Nani) said
that the government has
issued a GO stating that a
loan of Rs 9,000 crore would
be raised mortgaging the
future revenues pertaining to
APMDC along with securi-
ty over rights pertaining to
436 mines worth Rs 1.91
lakh crore and allowing a pri-
vate party to cause the RBI to
debit the Consolidated Fund
of the State to the extent of
any shortfall with respect to
servicing of the bonds by the
Corporation.

“This is unconstitutional
as money from the govern-

ment can be withdrawn only
after due procedure includ-
ing approval for the demand
for grants by the Legislative
Assembly under Article 203
and the passing of  the
Appropriation Bill by the
State  Legis lature under
Article 204 for a financial
year, and not in any other
manner. We condemn this
unconstitutional approach of
the government,” he said.

“When YS Jagan Mohan
Reddy government had
mortgaged some government
buildings, the Chandrababu
and his friendly media had

made a big issue out of it and
churned out stories to dam-
age the image of our govern-
ment. But this government
has thrown all safety mea-
sures to winds by endorsing
the direct debit mandate
mechanism.

“Chandrababu Naidu,
who promised wealth cre-
ation has given up and is
only  concentrat ing  on
Amaravati leaving other
areas in the lurch. The coali-
tion has so far taken Rs
1.47 lakh crore loan and
there is no account as to
where the amount has gone
as none of the poll promis-
es were met. However, YS
Jagan, during his term, took
a loan of Rs 3.32 lakh crore
out of which Rs 2.7 lakh
crore was transferred under
DBT for welfare schemes,
besides spending Rs 32,000
during Covid, and built
RBKs, developed ports and
other infrastructure.

Money from government can be
withdrawn only after due procedure

CM reviews key development
issues in NTR district
Urged to prioritise long-pending projects that are critical to district’s growth
PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Chief Minister N Chandrababu
Naidu held a meeting with for-
mer minister and NTR district
TDP president Nettem
Raghuram at the Secretariat to
deliberate on major develop-
mental challenges and the
evolving political landscape in
the district.

During the meeting,
Raghuram presented a com-
prehensive report on pressing
infrastructure and land-relat-
ed issues in the region. He
urged the Chief Minister to
prioritise long-pending pro-
jects that are critical to the dis-
trict’s growth and welfare.

Raghuram raised concerns
over the severely damaged
bridge on the
Jaggayyapeta–Muktyala road,
which was impacted by heavy
rains last year. He sought the
immediate construction of a
new bridge to restore seamless

connectivity and ensure safe-
ty for commuters.

He also stressed the need for
effective connectivity for the
under-construction bridge

over River Krishna between
Muktyala and Madipadu. He
proposed a strategic linkage
from Khammam via Gandrayi,
Jaggayyapeta and Muktyala to

the Khammam National
Highway and from Madipadu
to the National Highway near
Sattenapalli.

He also highlighted the
plight of Inam landowners,
who face restrictions on selling,
mortgaging or obtaining clear
titles for their properties. He
urged the government to pro-
vide a permanent resolution by
conferring full ownership
rights and lifting existing legal
prohibitions.

Calling it a “decade-long
dream,” Raghuram strongly
advocated for the immediate
revival of the Muktyala Lift
Irrigation Project. Originally
initiated by the earlier TDP
government with sanctioned
funds and a formal foundation
laid, the project is designed to
irrigate 38,627 acres across
Jaggayyapeta, Vatsavai and
Penuganchiprolu mandals, and
provide drinking water to 30
villages.

YSRCP attacks State govt
over financial impropriety

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Chief Minister Nara
Chandrababu Naidu, Minister for
Education Nara Lokesh, Deputy
CM K Pawan Kalyan and former
CM and YSR Congress president
YS Jagan Mohan Reddy have
expressed their heartfelt condo-
lences on the demise of former
ISRO Chairman Dr K
Kasturirangan at the age of 84.
They underscored the immense
contributions he made to India's
scientific and educational land-
scape.

Taking to the social media
platform ‘X’, the CM wrote, “Dr

K Kasturirangan was a scientist
par excellence. As Chairman of
the Indian Space Research
Organisation, he successfully
steered India’s space programmes
for nine years, leaving an indeli-
ble mark on the field. His contri-
butions extended beyond space
science. As an educationist, he
was pivotal in formulating the
National Education Policy (NEP)
2020, shaping the future of learn-
ing in India.”

Chandrababu further said, “A
highly decorated scientist and
Padma Vibhushan awardee, Dr.
Kasturirangan defined India’s
most ambitious space-based

High Energy Astronomy
Observatory, a milestone under
his leadership. His passing is a
huge loss to the nation and the
global scientific community. I
pray for his noble soul to rest in
peace and extend my deepest
condolences to his family, friends,
and colleagues.”

Deputy CM K Pawan Kalyan
said, “The demise of Padma
Vibhushan Dr K Kasturirangan,
former @isro Chairman, is deeply
saddening. He played a transfor-
mative role in India’s space pro-
gramme, leading successful PSLV
and GSLV satellite launches,
establishing India as a global

leader in cost-effective and reli-
able space missions. Dr.
Kasturirangan also served the
nation as a Member of the Rajya
Sabha and the Planning
Commission. His passing is an
irreplaceable loss to India’s science
and technology. My heartfelt
condolences to his family and
friends.”

Minister for Education, IT,
Electronics and RTGS, Nara
Lokesh stated, “Deeply saddened
by the passing of Padma
Vibhushan Dr K Kasturirangan,
a towering figure in India's space
journey and education reform.
He led ISRO during a transfor-

mative era, launching world-
class satellites like IRS-1C/1D and
INSAT, helping place India
among the top space-faring
nations. His vision also shaped
NEP 2020 and the new National
Curriculum Framework.
Heartfelt condolences to his fam-
ily.”

Former CM and YSR
Congress president, YS Jagan
Mohan Reddy said, “Deeply
saddened to learn of the pass-
ing of Dr K Kasturirangan, for-
mer Chairman of #ISRO, an
eminent scientist, visionary edu-
cator, and passionate environ-
mentalist. 

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

A Vijayawada court, on
Thursday, granted three-day
police custody of senior IPS
officer and former Director
General of Intelligence, PSR
Anjaneyulu, in connection
with a high-profile criminal
conspiracy case. This case
involves the harassment and
wrongful confinement of a
Mumbai-based actress and
her family.

The Crime Investigation
Department (CID) filed a
petition seeking seven-day
custody to question
Anjaneyulu regarding his
alleged role in orchestrating a
false criminal case against
the actress. After hearing
arguments from both sides,
the III Additional Chief
Judicial Magistrate granted

custody from Sunday to
Tuesday,  Apri l  27–29,
between 10 am and 5 pm each
day. The court directed that
the interrogation be conduct-
ed in the presence of lawyers.

Anjaneyulu was arrested
earlier this week after CID
unearthed a conspiracy led by
YSRCP leader Kukkala Vidya
Sagar (A-1), who allegedly
sought revenge after the
actress rejected his marriage
proposal.  Investigations
revealed that Vidya Sagar,
with the help of Anjaneyulu

and other senior officers, fab-
ricated a land sale agreement,
planted evidence, and falsely
implicated the woman and
her family in a forgery case.
They were arrested in
Mumbai on February 3, 2024,
and illegally detained for 42
days.

Anjaneyulu is currently
lodged in Vijayawada district
jail. CID charged him under
multiple IPC sections, includ-
ing forgery, wrongful confine-
ment, conspiracy, and abuse
of official power.

Kasturirangan a scientist par excellence: CM
Minister Lokesh, Deputy CM Pawan Kalyan, former CM YS Jagan also pay tributes

Three-day police
custody for PSR

Continued from page 3

Shah held the meeting to
discuss the future course of
action on the Indus Waters
Treaty of 1960 with Pakistan,
which has been 
kept in abeyance following
Tuesday's Pahalgam terror
attack in which 26 people
were killed.

Besides Paatil, senior offi-
cials of several ministries
attended the meeting, sources
said.

India has already informed
Pakistan of its decision to
keep the treaty in abeyance
with immediate effect, as the
neighbouring country has
breached its conditions by tar-
geting Jammu and Kashmir
with sustained cross-border
terrorism.

Paatil said India has sent a
strong message to Pakistan
that it will not tolerate terror-
ism at all.

Not a single...
Continued from page 3

"That was a mistake, and we suf-
fered from that, and that is why you
are saying this to me. If we had not
joined the war against the Soviet
Union and later on the war after 9/11,
Pakistan's track record… was an
unimpeachable track record," he said.

"It is very convenient for… the big
powers to blame Pakistan for what-
ever is happening in this region.
When we were fighting the war on
their side way back in the 80s
against the Soviet Union, all these ter-
rorists of today, they were wining and
dining in Washington.

"And then came the 9/11 attacks.
Again, the same situation was repeat-
ed. I think our governments then
made a mistake," he said, adding that
Pakistan was "used as proxies" at the
time.

The minister was pushed on the
finger of blame being pointed at
Pakistan for Tuesday's terror attack
in Pahalgam and that The Resistance
Front, which has admitted respon-

sibility for the strike, being an off-
shoot of the banned Lashkar-e-
Taiba (LeT).

"Lashkar-e-Taiba doesn't exist in
Pakistan anymore. It is extinct. It is
extinct… if the parent organisation
does not exist, how can the offshoot
take birth here," said Asif.

Asked if Pakistan fears an escala-
tion as a result of the Pahalgam ter-
rorist attack, the minister said the
country is prepared to respond "in
kind". "We will measure our response
to whatever is initiated by India,
according to that. It would be a mea-
sured response, if there is an all-out
attack or something like that, then
obviously there will be an all-out
war," he said in the virtual interview.

Terrorists opened fire in Pahalgam
on Tuesday afternoon, killing 26 peo-
ple, mostly tourists, in the deadliest
attack in the Valley since the
Pulwama strike in 2019. The
Resistance Front (TRF), a proxy of
the banned Pakistan-based Lashkar-
e-Taiba (LeT), claimed responsibil-
ity for the attack.

Pak Def Minister admits country ...
Continued from page 3

Chandrababu appreciated the
proactive assistance of the Union
Government in facilitating projects
like the NTPC expansion and the
ArcelorMittal Nippon Steel plant. He
also acknowledged the Prime
Minister’s role in advancing the
long-pending demand for Scheduled
Caste categorisation in Andhra
Pradesh.

Inviting Modi to visit Amaravati
for its relaunch, the Chief Minister
explained the vision for the capital
as a futuristic and inclusive city. He
welcomed the Prime Minister’s sug-
gestions on the city’s development,
including adopting the Miyawaki
model for urban afforestation, which
the State government will imple-
ment.

Chandrababu also extended a
personal invitation to the Prime
Minister to visit Srisailam, rein-
forcing the State's deep cultural her-
itage and the Centre’s continued sup-
port for Andhra Pradesh’s progress.

Pahalgam terror...
Continued from page 3

He also ordered action against
the then Krishna District DCHS
and DMHO for failing to properly
supervise attendance and for con-
ducting a perfunctory inquiry into
the complaint.

Dr Sudha Ayyagari, currently
working as a Civil Surgeon
Specialist at Emmiganur Area
Hospital, was found to have been
absent from duty for a full year since
February 2022 without obtaining
proper leave approvals. As she
failed to provide a valid explanation,
the Minister ordered an investiga-
tion and appropriate action.

An Anti-Corruption Bureau
(ACB) investigation confirmed that
doctors at Eluru Government
General Hospital issued fraudulent
disability certificates in exchange for
bribes ranging from ?10,000 to
?25,000. Based on the ACB's report
identifying five such false certifi-
cates, the Minister ordered depart-
mental inquiries to impose major

penalties on Civil Assistant
Surgeons Dr N Rajendra Prasad, Dr
T Ramamohan Rao and Dr Swarna
Srinivasulu.

Dr P Venkataramaiah, Health
Officer in the Nellore Municipal
Corporation, was found negligent
in collecting approximately ?12
crore in municipal revenues.
According to an ACB report, he
failed to supervise the collection
process effectively. The report also
highlighted allegations of corrup-
tion, irregularities, and harassment
of traders under his jurisdiction.
Furthermore, 44 hospitals in the city
were operating without licences and
27 function halls had not been
inspected by the Health
Department. A surprise inspection
and investigation were carried out
by the ACB in April 2022. Since Dr
Venkataramaiah is a Health
Department officer, Yadav has rec-
ommended disciplinary action to
the Ministry of Municipal
Administration and Urban
Development.

Minister orders action against 6 govt ...

Continued from page 3

Highlighting the impor-
tance of grassroots innova-
tion, Sisodia suggested pro-
moting local design develop-
ment in villages and institut-
ing awards to recognise tal-
ented artisans.  He also
stressed value addition in
existing product lines to
increase appeal and prof-
itability.

To address financial chal-
lenges, the Special Chief
Secretary directed urgent

recovery of bad debts from
various government depart-
ments and recommended
exclusive procurement of tex-
tiles through APCO.

Commissioner of
Handlooms and Textiles,
Rekha Rani,  provided
updates on departmental ini-
tiatives. APCO and Lepakshi
MD M Viswa appealed for
greater support to strength-
en outreach. APKVIB CEO
VR Vijaya Raghava Naik and
other senior officials also
shared inputs.

Stronger publicity planned ...
Continued from page 3

He criticised the YSRCP for
trying to drive away these
investors with baseless allega-
tions, accusing them of orches-
trating political drama to distract
from the massive corruption
during Jagan’s tenure.

Highlighting the difference in
governance, Sivanath said that
during YS Jagan’s five-year rule,
not a single major company was
brought into the State, while the
TDP government has already
attracted over ?7 lakh crore in

investments, creating jobs and
development.

He detailed questionable land
deals during Jagan’s regime,
including prime land in
Visakhapatnam allegedly given
at undervalued prices to real
estate companies. Sivanath
demanded answers from Jagan
and his team, accusing them of
acting against the State’s
progress.

The MP came out in strong
defence of Ursa Company, cur-
rently investing in a ?5,196 crore
Data Centre project in AP. He

pointed out that the promoters
of the company had strong
track records and a combined
net worth of ?3,700 crore.
Sivanath challenged Jagan to
prove claims that government
land was allocated for just 99
paise. Criticising Jagan’s lack of
understanding about industrial
processes, he said that compa-
nies set up offices only after for-
mal agreements with the gov-
ernment. He ridiculed Jagan’s 21
“suitcase companies” with 
no real presence, calling 
it a scam.

Smear campaign against ...
Continued from page 3

“This movement aims to
ensure that ‘One Family - One
Entrepreneur’ becomes a real-
ity at the district-level, and a
workshop was organised to
unite women successful in
running industrial units with
those from rural and urban
backgrounds who aspire to
become entrepreneurs,” he said.

Dr Lakshmisha encouraged
women entrepreneurs who are
achieving millions in turnover
with a modest investment of ?2

lakh as models for success. He
pointed out that the service sec-
tor is expected to constitute
around 68 per cent of the
Gross District Product (GDP)
for NTR district during 2024-
25, and efforts are underway to
harness industrial opportuni-
ties in the sector.

The Collector stated that
the district administration has
allocated ?855 crore for liveli-
hood loans to women in self-
help groups this year, ensuring
they have the resources to
advance as entrepreneurs in

collaboration with industrial
organisations. He further said
that approximately 4.5 lakh
women in self-help groups in
the district will be educated
about this initiative, aiming to
make every woman an entre-
preneur. Dr Lakshmisha noted
that the per capita income of
NTR district stands at ?2.52
lakh in 2024-25, with a target
set for ?55 lakh by 2047. He
stressed the need to work
towards the ‘One Family - One
Entrepreneur’ model to achieve
this goal.

‘One Family-One Entrepreneur’: A call ...

Continued from page 3

Engineered using ECR Glass
and Epoxy Resin, Olectra’s
GFRP Rebar stands out with its
ultimate tensile strength of
950–1100 MPa nearly twice
that of traditional steel rein-
forcement while being four
times lighter, drastically reduc-
ing handling and transportation
costs. With non-corrosive, non-
magnetic, non-conductive and

water-resistant properties, it is
ideally suited for demanding
environments where conven-
tional steel falls short.

“We are excited to introduce
this revolutionary product,
marking Olectra’s entry into the
construction industry,” said KV
Pradeep, Chairman and
Managing Director of Olectra.
“The GFRP Rebar ensures long-
term structural durability, cost
savings, and low maintenance.

From industrial flooring to
marine infrastructure, this eco-
friendly and high-performance
alternative is built for the future.”

The versatile GFRP Rebar is
tailored for a wide range of
applications, includes, marine
structures, pavements and
bridge decks, industrial floor-
ing, precast elements, substa-
tion civil structures, and
drainage and water-retention
systems.

Olectra unveils game-changing ...
Continued from page 3

The curriculum covers AI
strategy development, digital
service enhancement, and real-
world application of AI use
cases tailored to departmental
needs.

In the next phase -- Ideation
and Implementation Phase –
which follows the training ses-
sion, teams will work on devel-
oping Proof of Concept (PoC)

projects inspired by depart-
mental challenges. Under the
guidance of WGDT experts
and senior officials, these teams
will receive technical support
including infrastructure and
developer resources from the
Department of ITE&C.

In Final Project Presentation,
each team will present their
PoC to a government-appoint-
ed jury. The most impactful
projects may be considered

for full-scale implementation
across departments.

The Andhra Pradesh gov-
ernment’s strategic collabora-
tion with WGDT ensures that
departments are not only
trained but also mentored
through the process of AI
adoption. Notably, WGDT is
offering its services including
training, mentoring, and advi-
sory support at no cost to the
government.

AP moving towards an AI-digital ...
Continued from page 3

The attack reportedly carried out
by Pakistan-backed terrorists,
involved the brutal killing of
tourists in the Baisaran Valley
near Pahalgam, prompting a
nationwide security response.

Invoking Section 3(1) of the
Foreigners Act, 1946, the
Ministry has revoked all visas
issued to Pakistani citizens. As
per the latest directive, all

Pakistani nationals currently in
India on any visa must leave the
country by April 27. However,
those who entered the country
on medical visas have been
given until April 29 to depart.

The Government of India has
also suspended all visa services
for Pakistani nationals with
immediate effect. Notably, this
directive does not apply to long-
term visas, diplomatic visas or
official visas.

Pakistani nationals ordered...

191 Pak nationals
return home

through border 
PNS n CHANDIGARH

A total of 191 Pakistani
nationals visiting India
returned home through the
Attari-Wagah land route in
Punjab's  Amritsar on
Friday, after the Centre set
a 48-hour deadline for them
to leave the country in the
wake of the Pahalgam ter-
ror attack, officials said.

A total of 287 Indian
nationals, who were visiting
the neighbouring country,
have also returned, they
added.

A few women married in
Pakistan but possessing
Indian passports alleged
that they were facing prob-
lems in going back, despite
carrying the required doc-
uments.

They said they had come
to meet their relatives in
India but had to return
after the government set the
48-hour deadline for
Pakistani nationals to leave
the country.



BRS leaders should have some shame. The

NDSA report clearly stated that the design was

faulty, construction was faulty, operation and

maintenance were faulty. Soil

testing was not done properly

and no proper geophysical

investigations were

conducted. Kaleshwaram

Project is a direct indictment

of the previous BRS

government,

exposing serious

flaws in its design,

construction and

maintenance 

- N Uttam Kumar Reddy, TG Minister

‘Govt support for
differently-abled’
The State government has
reaffirmed its commitment to
empowering persons with
disabilities through a range of
inclusive initiatives, said district in-
charge Minister Dr. Dola Sree Bala
Veeranjaneya Swamy here on
Friday. Speaking at an assistive
device distribution programme
organised at the Zilla Parishad
Conference Hall, the Minister said
the administration is adopting a
holistic approach that goes beyond
aid, aiming to create infrastructure
and opportunities for differently-
abled persons to thrive with
dignity. As part...

-PAGE: 4

Pawan  lays stone
for 100-bed hosp
Deputy Chief Minister and Minister
for Panchayat Raj K Pawan Kalyan
on Friday laid the foundation stone
for the construction of a 100-bed
regional hospital and upgrading
the 30-bed community health
centre in Pithapuram. The new
regional hospital will be
constructed at a cost of Rs 34
crore. Speaking on the occasion,
Pawan Kalyan said that with the
upgrade, the hospital would extend
better medical facilities not only to
the three lakh people in
Pithapuram constituency but also
to those in neighboring...

US to loosen rules
on Tesla
The Trump administration is
loosening rules to help US
automakers like Elon Musk's Tesla
develop self-driving cars so they
can take on Chinese rivals. US
companies developing self-driving
cars will be allowed exemptions
from certain federal safety rules for
testing purposes, the
Transportation Department said on
Thursday. The department also
said it will streamline crash
reporting requirements involving
self-driving software that Musk
has criticized as onerous and will
move toward a single...

High-stakes clash
in IPL 2025
The man who led them to glory
just a season ago could now
stand in the way of Kolkata Knight
Riders’ (KKR) playoff qualification
when the side hosts the Shreyas
Iyer-led revamped Punjab Kings
(PBKS) in a high-stakes IPL clash
here at the Eden Gardens on
Saturday. Twelve months ago,
Iyer had led KKR to their first IPL
title in a decade. On Saturday, he
returns in opposition colours, at
the helm of a rejuvenated Punjab
side chasing a playoff spot. Let go
by KKR in one of the most
surprising off-season ...

-PAGE: 5
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PNS n VIJAYAWADA

The Andhra Pradesh government
has taken a significant leap toward
digital governance with the launch
of an intensive Artificial Intelligence
(AI) training programme aimed at
transforming public service deliv-
ery. On the second day of this
groundbreaking initiative, 100 des-
ignated AI Champions and 200 AI
Catalysts from various departments
continued their hands-on training
to drive AI-led innovation and
reform in government operations.

The initiative, fully funded by the
State government, is part of a four-
day residential training programme
being conducted in collaboration
with the Wadhwani Centre for
Government Digital
Transformation (WGDT). The pro-

gramme aims to equip officials
with the knowledge and tools to
lead AI-powered projects that
improve efficiency, transparency,

and citizen-centric service delivery.
AI Champions are being trained

to act as strategic leaders within
their departments. Their role

includes formulating department-
specific AI strategies, identifying
and leading AI projects, assessing
emerging technologies, and
enabling upskilling of team mem-
bers.

AI Catalysts, on the other hand,
are being groomed to support these
digital transformation initiatives
by managing projects, sharing
domain expertise, facilitating com-
munication, building internal
capacity, and monitoring project
outcomes.

The programme is being execut-
ed in three phases. In In-Person
Training Phase the participants are
gaining deep insights into AI’s role
in government transformation,
project implementation, and tech-
nology integration. 

Continued  on  Page  2

AP moving towards an AI-digital revolution
300 officials undergo intensive training

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

In a significant technological leap
for the infrastructure sector, Olectra
Greentech Limited has officially
entered the construction space with
the launch of its next-generation
GFRP Rebar (Glass Fiber
Reinforced Polymer Rebar). The
unveiling took place during the

prestigious MEIL Budget Meet,
heralding a new era in concrete
reinforcement technology.

The launch was led by MEIL
Managing Director PV Krishna
Reddy, in the presence of Olectra
CMD KV Pradeep and MEIL
Group Directors Ch. Subbiah and B
Srinivas Reddy.

Continued  on  Page  2

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

With the aim of enhancing the
market presence of Andhra
Pradesh’s handloom and handicraft
sectors, Special Chief Secretary
RP Sisodia chaired a high-level
review meeting on Friday with offi-
cials from the Handlooms and
Textiles Department, APCO,
Lepakshi and the Andhra Pradesh
Khadi and Village Industries Board
(APKVIB).

Sisodia stressed the urgent need
for robust publicity strategies and
the adoption of modern marketing

tools, including digital outreach, to
align with evolving consumer
trends. He proposed setting up
additional APCO and Lepakshi
showrooms at major tourist desti-
nations to attract a broader cus-
tomer base.

A notable proposal included the
immediate introduction of antique
wood furniture under the Lepakshi
brand, citing its high market poten-
tial. He also called for a new
Lepakshi showroom in Tirumala to
reflect the rich culture and tradi-
tions of Andhra Pradesh.

Continued  on  Page  2
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Goyal asks steel makers
to raise bar on production

target
STRONG
SUPPLY CHAINS START 
WITH EMPLOYEE WELL-BEING

Shraddha Srinath, Kishore
lead in a high-concept

SCI-FI THRILLER

Olectra unveils game-changing GFRP Rebar
Ideal for demanding environments where conventional steel falls short

Stronger publicity planned to boost AP handlooms
Special CS Sisodia proposes setting up more

APCO and Lepakshi showrooms at tourist spots

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Health Minister Satya Kumar
Yadav has ordered a thorough
inquiry and disciplinary action
against six government doctors
accused of serious misconduct.
The allegations include marking
attendance without being present,
prolonged unauthorised absence,
issuing fake disability certificates
in exchange for bribes, and neg-
ligence in official duties, leading
to financial losses to the govern-
ment.

A complaint against Dr Indira
Devi, Medical Superintendent at
the Government Area Hospital in
Gudivada, revealed that she was
signing the attendance register
without being present at the hos-
pital. A review by DSH officials
confirmed that she was absent for
22 days during January to March
last year, yet her attendance was
marked. Further, facial recogni-
tion attendance system (FRS)
data showed that she was in
Machilipatnam for one day,
Tanuku for eight days and
Visakhapatnam for 13 days dur-
ing those absences. The explana-
tion provided by Dr Indira Devi
was found unsatisfactor y.
Minister Yadav instructed officials
to take appropriate disciplinary
action as per rules. 

Continued  on  Page  2

Minister orders
action against 6
govt doctors

Charges include unauthorised
absence, issuing fake disability 

certificates in exchange for bribes

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

NTR District Collector Dr G
Lakshmisha has called for a move-
ment to advance industrial progress
under the banner of ‘One Family -
One Entrepreneur’.  He said that the
initiative aims to establish at least
one female entrepreneur in every
family, transforming women from
self-help groups into business lead-
ers.

Dr Lakshmisha inaugurated a
workshop on ‘One Family - One
Entrepreneur’ at the Vijayawada
Agricultural Training Centre on
Friday.  During the event, represen-
tatives of the Association of Lady
Entrepreneurs of India (ALEAP)
shared insights into transforming

small ideas into successful projects
and highlighted their vital role in
supporting women entrepreneurs.

Eight successful entrepreneurs
currently thriving in different indus-

tries discussed their initiatives and
expressed their readiness to mentor
aspiring women entrepreneurs.
Shakti Vele, Ch Jitendra, Keertana,
Madhuri, Srikanth, Naveen, D
Vijaya Durga, and Parvati offered
valuable advice to women in self-
help groups.

Dr Lakshmisha explained that the
State government is keen on sustain-
able development in all sectors,
with a vision to eliminate poverty
through the Suvarna Andhra @ 2047
initiative. 

Continued  on  Page  2

‘One Family-One Entrepreneur’:
A call for industrial progress

Goal is to establish at least one female
entrepreneur in every family

PNS n VIJAYAWADA/DELHI

Chief Minister N Chandrababu
Naidu met Prime Minister
Narendra Modi at his residence on
Friday and extended wholehearted
support to the Central government
in the wake of the recent terror
attack in Pahalgam.

Condemning the attack in the
strongest terms, Chandrababu
Naidu described it as “an act of cow-
ardice” and assured the Prime
Minister, “We are with you, and the
whole country stands with you in
whatever decision you take in the
interest of the nation.”

He expressed confidence in

Modi’s strong and stable leadership
to guide the country through such
difficult times.

During the meeting,
Chandrababu thanked the Prime
Minister for his continued support
to Andhra Pradesh’s development
journey. He conveyed gratitude for
the progress on the Polavaram
Project and briefed him about
ongoing works. He also thanked the
Prime Minister for considering the
sanction of the BPCL Refinery and
Petrochemical Complex in the State,
noting that early finalisation of the
ARAMCO partnership would bring
added advantages to the project.

Continued  on  Page  2

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Strongly condemning what he called
a smear campaign against NRIs
investing in Andhra Pradesh,
Vijayawada MP Keshineni Sivanath
(Chinni) issued a stern warning to
Pulivendula MLA YS Jagan Mohan
Reddy and his associates. Speaking
to the media persons at the
Vijayawada Parliamentary office
on Friday, Sivanath said such actions
would not be tolerated.

Sivanath said that many NRIs are
returning to invest in Andhra

Pradesh purely because of their faith
in Chief Minister Chandrababu
Naidu’s vision and leadership. 

Continued  on  Page  2

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

In the wake of the recent terror
attack in Pahalgam, the Ministry of
Home Affairs, Government of
India, has announced stringent
measures targeting Pakistani
nationals residing in India. 

Continued  on  Page  2

Pahalgam terror
attack: CM extends
solidarity to Centre
Invites PM to Amaravati for relaunch of works on May 2

Pakistani nationals
ordered to leave 
by April 27

Smear campaign against
NRIs investing in AP: MP

Challenges Jagan to prove claims that

government land was allocated for 99 paise

AI Champions are being
trained to act as strategic
leaders within their
departments. Their role
includes formulating
department-specific AI
strategies, identifying and
leading AI projects,
assessing emerging
technologies, and enabling
upskilling of team members

CM reviews key
development

issues in 
NTR district
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Pak Def Minister
admits country funded,

trained terrorists
PNS n LONDON

Pakistan Defence Minister Khwaja
Asif has admitted the country's his-
tory of supporting, training and
funding terrorist organisations as
"dirty work" for the West, a mistake
for which he said Pakistan had suf-
fered.

In an interview with Sky News
aired overnight, news presenter
Yalda Hakim questioned Asif on
Pakistan's response and stance on
terrorism in the aftermath of the ter-
rorist attack in Pahalgam that killed
26 people earlier this week.

"You do admit, sir, that Pakistan
has had a long history of backing and
supporting and training and fund-
ing these terrorist organisations,"
asked Hakim. "Well, we have been
doing this dirty work for the United
States for about three decades, you
know, and the West, including
Britain," replied Asif.

Continued  on  Page  2

Not a single drop of
water for Pak: Paatil

SHAH HOLDS HIGH-LEVEL MEET

"We will ensure
that not a single

drop of water flows
into Pakistan from India," he

said after the meeting.

PNS n NEW DELHI

The government is working on
a strategy to ensure that not a sin-

gle drop of water flows from India into
Pakistan, Jal Shakti Minister C R Paatil assert-
ed on Friday following a high-level meeting
chaired by Home Minister Amit Shah.

Paatil said Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has issued a slew of directives, and
the meeting was held to follow up on them
and Shah made several suggestions at the
meeting for their effective implementation.

"We will ensure that not a single drop of
water flows into Pakistan from India," he
said after the meeting.

Sources said
the government is
working on a long-term plan to
ensure the effective implementation of its
decisions.

Continued  on  Page  2

191 Pak nationals return
home through border 

Jal Shakti
Minister 

C R Paatil

Sindhu River

PAKISTAN

INDIA

2



04
SATURDAY | APRIL 26, 2025

Anna Canteens being monitored to
ensure seamless operations: Collector

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Anna Canteens, known for
serving nutritious meals to the
underprivileged at a nominal
cost, are being closely moni-
tored to ensure seamless oper-
ations without lapses, said
NTR District Collector Dr G
Lakshmisha.

On Friday morning, the
Collector made a surprise
inspection of the Anna
Canteen located in
Singhnagar, under the juris-
diction of the Vijayawada
Municipal Corporation.
During his visit,  Dr
Lakshmisha reviewed several
aspects of the canteen's oper-
ations, including the food
menu, token counter, serving
area, dining space, arrange-
ments for clean drinking
water, hand-washing facili-
ties, and hygiene in restrooms.

Demonstrating a hands-on
approach, the Collector stood
in the queue, purchased a ?5
token himself and tasted the
breakfast being served. He

interacted with beneficiaries to
understand the quality and
taste of the food. He also
scanned the QR code provid-
ed at the canteen to give his
feedback.

He stressed the importance
of gathering feedback daily
regarding cleanliness, food
quality and punctuality of ser-
vice. This, he noted, would
help further enhance the qual-
ity of services provided.

Speaking to beneficiaries,
Dr Lakshmisha stated that
under the guidance of the
Chief Minister, the govern-
ment has created an opportu-
nity for the poor to enjoy

nutritious meals in a pleasant
and hygienic environment.
“Feeding the hungry brings
immense satisfaction,” he
remarked, urging the staff to
serve with sincerity and com-
mitment in advancing this
flagship welfare initiative.

He reiterated that strong
monitoring mechanisms are in
place to ensure that Anna
Canteens continue to deliver
consistently satisfactory ser-
vice. The surprise inspection
was also attended by
Vijayawada Municipal
Commissioner HM
Dhyanachandra and other
officials.

Makes surprise inspection of the Anna Canteen in Singhnagar

Illegal liquor stock seized
in Vijayawada, one held

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Acting on a tip-off, a team led
by C Madhu Babu,
Enforcement superintendent
(ES), with the assistance of the
Station House Officer and staff
of Vijayawada West Excise
Station, conducted an opera-
tion and uncovered an illegal
stock of Scotch whisky of var-
ious brands and origins. A total
of 123 bottles of liquor, in
quantities ranging from 30 ml
to two litres, were seized dur-
ing the operation. The brands
were sourced from various
States including Goa,
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu,
Telangana and Andhra
Pradesh, along with certain
premium bottles imported
from Malaysia and Singapore.

The seizure was made from
a private residence located in
Sri Krishna Residency, Thota
Vari Street, Nunna Road under
the jurisdiction of Vijayawada
West Excise Station. A formal
search was conducted follow-
ing due procedure, and one
female accused was arrested at
the location. Upon question-

ing, the accused confessed
that she had purchased the
liquor during her visits to var-
ious locations and stored it at
her residence. She works as an
event manager for weddings
and private events and on
such occasions, she is known
to supply liquor to high-profile
clients in Vijayawada.

The operation was carried
out under the instructions of

Mukesh Kumar Meena,
Principal Secretary to
Government (Excise and
GAD), and under the supervi-
sion of Excise Commissioner
Nishanth Kumar and
Enforcement Director Rahul
Dev Sharma. The case has
been formally registered by the
SHO, Vijayawada West, under
the guidance of the Special
Task Force (STF).

Delay in operationalising South Coast Railway Zone raises eyebrows

PNS n VISAKHAPATNAM

The South Coast Railway
(SCoR) Zone, proposed to be
headquartered in
Visakhapatnam, continues to
remain in limbo, notwithstand-
ing the formal laying of its
foundation stone by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi earli-
er this year. The Railway
Ministry has now indicated
that the zone’s operationalisa-
tion may be deferred by up to
two more years, citing incom-
plete infrastructure as the rea-
son.

This explanation has drawn
widespread criticism, particu-
larly when viewed against the
backdrop of other railway zones
that commenced administrative
functions from temporary facil-
ities. Critics argue that the

insistence on full-fledged con-
struction prior to initiating
operations in Visakhapatnam
reflects an intentional stalling of
the process. Railway sources
attribute the delay, in part, to
East Coast Railway’s (ECoR)
reluctance to relinquish control
over the revenue-generating
Waltair division. The division,
integral to SCoR’s formation, is
seen as critical to both admin-
istrative authority and financial
viability.

The delay has sparked com-
parisons with Andhra Pradesh’s
post-bifurcation institution-
building efforts. Institutions
such as IIM Visakhapatnam,
the Indian Institute of
Petroleum and Energy (IIPE),
and AP MedTech Zone were
launched from temporary
premises. Even the Amaravati

capital administration com-
menced operations ahead of
permanent infrastructure. 

In contrast, SCoR remains
without a General Manager or
an administrative framework,
stalling developmental plans
in key divisions including
Vijayawada, Guntur, Guntakal,
and Waltair. The lack of
progress has led to mounting
frustration among stakeholders,
with several pointing to the
muted response of the state’s
elected representatives in press-
ing for timely action at the
Centre.

Fueling the perception of
disparity is the swift formation
of the Rayagada Division in
Odisha—carved out of Waltair
and brought under ECoR—
despite the absence of perma-
nent infrastructure. The move,

reportedly expedited with the
backing of Union Railway
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw, a
Rajya Sabha MP from Odisha,
has reignited concerns of
regional bias.

This is further compounded
by the underutilisation of ready
facilities in Visakhapatnam,
including 50,000 sq. ft. of office
space created under the ‘Gati
Shakti’ initiative and a school
complex that could serve inter-
im administrative purposes.
With growing public discontent,
calls are intensifying for the
immediate issuance of a gazette
notification and appointment of
a General Manager to kick-start
administrative functions. As
the delay persists, stakeholders
across Andhra Pradesh await
concrete action on long-stand-
ing commitments.

Stakeholders question prolonged wait despite available infrastructure

15 free paediatric heart
surgeries performed at

Andhra Hospitals
PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Andhra Hospitals' Heart &
Brain Institute successfully
conducted its 34th Paediatric
Cardiac Surgical Camp in
collaboration with the UK-
based ‘Healing Little Hearts’.
Held from April 21 to 25, the
camp provided 15 free heart
surgeries for children with
complex congenital heart
conditions.

Renowned paediatric car-
diac surgeon Dr BR Jagannath
from Madhusudan Sai
Hospital,  Muddenahalli,
Bengaluru, led the surgical
procedures along with
Andhra Hospitals' cardiac
team headed by Dr
Nageswara Rao. They were
supported by Usha Shetty
and Ashwini Kumaraswami
from the same hospital.
Surgeries were performed for
critical conditions such as
Coarctation of the Aorta,
Tetralogy of Fallot (TOF),
DORV with TOF, Pulmonary
Atresia and other complex
heart defects.

Dr PV Rama Rao, Chief of
Children’s Services &
Director, announced a 99 per
cent success rate for the camp,
attributing it to the dedicat-
ed teamwork of the paediatric
cardiology, surgical, and
intensive care teams from
Andhra Hospitals and the
UK. He highlighted that the
hospital has performed over
4,500 paediatric heart surg-
eries and interventions over
the past 10 years—more than
any other centre in the Telugu
States, averaging 600 surgeries
annually.

He also acknowledged the
long-standing support of
Healing Little Hearts, which
has participated in 34 camps
so far. The camp was made
possible through the support
of Andhra Mother & Child
Foundation, Mahesh Babu
Foundation, and NTR Vaidya
Seva.

Key specialists including
Dr Vikram, Dr Ramesh, Dr
Raghuram, Dr Tirupathi Rao
and Dr Umasankar were pre-
sent at the press meet.

Govt to supply silt to
farmers at low price

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Andhra Pradesh Water
Resources Minister Nimmala
Ramanaidu has stated that
Chief Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu has
approved the supply of the silt
from ponds to farmers at a
rate of ?1 per cubic metre.
This initiative aims to facili-
tate the desilting of ponds
while providing fertile soil to
farmers for their agricultural
fields. The Minister made the
announcement following a
review meeting with Irrigation
officials in Vijayawada on
Friday.

Ramanaidu also highlight-
ed that the government has
promoted 466 employees,

ranging from Chief Engineers
to Assistant Executive
Engineers, who had been
awaiting promotions for the
past six years. Additionally,
the CM released ?9.57 crore to
clear the pending one-year
salary arrears of lascars, who
play a crucial role in irrigation
management. Furthermore,
the Minister directed officials
to expedite the completion of
pending works on priority
projects.

The review meeting was
attended by Water Resources
Special Chief Secretary G Sai
Prasad, ENC M Venkateswara
Rao, Chief Engineers,
Superintending Engineers of
various projects and other
senior officials.

Govt has stepped up support for differently-abled: Minister

PNS n VISAKHAPATNAM

The State government has
reaffirmed its commitment
to empowering persons with
disabilities through a range of
inclusive initiatives, said dis-
trict in-charge Minister Dr.
Dola Sree Bala Veeranjaneya
Swamy here on Friday.
Speaking at an assistive device
distribution programme
organised at the Zilla Parishad
Conference Hall, the Minister
said the administration is
adopting a holistic approach
that goes beyond aid, aiming
to create infrastructure and
opportunities for differently-

abled persons to thrive with
dignity.

As part of IDBI Bank’s CSR
initiative, in collabora-
tion with the
Department of
Diverse Talents,
380 advanced
assistive devices
worth Rs 49.01
lakh, manufac-
tured by the
Artificial Limbs
M a n u f a c t u r i n g
Corporation of India
(ALIMCO), were distributed
to 241 beneficiaries. The
Minister announced that plans
are underway to establish a

world-class Para Sports
Complex over 25 acres in
Visakhapatnam district at a

projected cost of Rs 200
crore. Land has

already been iden-
tif ied for the
facility,  with
assistance from
the District
Collector.

He noted that
the devices were

selected after careful
evaluation during three

special camps held in
December at Reddypalli,
Neelamma Vepachettu, and
Queen Mary High School.

The distributed aids include
motorised tricycles, joystick-
controlled wheelchairs, CP
wheelchairs with commodes,
hearing aids, prosthetic limbs,
walking sticks, and other
mobility-enhancing equip-
ment.

District Collector M.N.
Harendhira Prasad commend-
ed the initiative and stressed
the importance of need-based,
customised support. “This
programme ref lects the
administration’s commitment
to truly empowering the dif-
ferently-abled by addressing
their specific requirements,”
he said.

380 advanced assistive devices distributed to 241 beneficiaries

Visakhapatnam
bids tearful
farewell to

Chandramouli
PNS n VISAKHAPATNAM

The final rites of J S
Chandramouli, a braveheart
from Visakhapatnam who
laid down his life in the
recent terror attack at
Pahalgam in Jammu and
Kashmir, were performed
with full State honours on
Friday. The solemn cere-
mony drew a large gathering
of mourners, including polit-
ical leaders, grieving family
members, and hundreds of
citizens, all united in paying
their respects to the fallen
hero.

The funeral procession
began early in the morning
from Chandramouli’s resi-
dence at Pandurangapuram.
The streets were lined with
people holding national flags
and floral tributes as they
joined the heartfelt march to
Gnanapuram crematorium.
The Home Minister visited
the bereaved family to offer
condolences and accompa-
nied the cortege, saluting the
supreme sacrifice made by
the soldier in defence of the
nation. Prominent leaders
including Minister Satya
Kumar, MP C.M. Ramesh,
and Visakhapatnam MLA
Ganta Srinivasa Rao partic-
ipated in the final journey. In
an emotional gesture, they
helped carry the martyr’s
body, expressing solidarity
with the grieving family and
reverence for his service.

Chandramouli’s mortal
remains had reached the
city three days prior and
were preserved at a govern-
ment facility before being
brought home on Thursday.
His wife, Nagamani, and
their two young daughters
were inconsolable. 

All departments must work in
coordination: VMC Commissioner

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

The city of Vijayawada can
remain clean and hygienic only
when all municipal departments
work in close coordination, said
Vijayawada Municipal
Corporation Commissioner
HM Dhyanachandra. On Friday
morning, the Commissioner
toured various parts of the city,
including Crambay road, Bypass
Road, Sitara Road, Ambedkar
Road, CVR Flyover and
Jakkampudi, inspecting sanita-
tion and urban maintenance
efforts on the ground.

During the inspection,

Dhyanachandra stressed the
need for strict coordination
among departments like Public
Health, Urban Planning,
Engineering and Horticulture.
He urged officials to communi-
cate and collaborate with each
other to ensure smooth sanita-
tion management without caus-
ing inconvenience to the public.

He instructed that if any con-

struction debris is found, sani-
tary secretaries should immedi-
ately coordinate with the
Planning Department to have it
removed. He added that the san-
itary staff must monitor roads to
ensure waste is not left unattend-
ed. The Commissioner also
directed officials to work close-
ly with sanitation workers to
maintain clean roads daily. He
stressed that no negligence
should be tolerated, even in
internal roads, and that officers
must carry out regular inspec-
tions to ensure that the city
remains clean and well-main-
tained.

Empowerment of BC youth is
CM’s goal: Minister Savitha

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

BC Welfare Minister S Savitha
has said that empowering the
backward class (BC) youth is
the key objective of Chief
Minister N Chandrababu
Naidu. She said that Civil
Services coaching centres are
being equipped with facilities
on par with corporate institu-
tions.

On Friday, Minister Savitha
conducted a surprise inspec-
tion of the Civil Services
Training Centre operated by
the BC Study Circle at the BC
Bhavan in Gollapudi,
Vijayawada. She inspected the
kitchen, restrooms and other
facilities and also observed
the ongoing CSAT examina-
tion.

She also visited the digital
library next door and interact-
ed with several aspirants. The
Minister asked them about
the quality of study materials,
teaching methods and class
arrangements. She also

reviewed the meal provisions
and other basic amenities. The
aspirants expressed happiness
over the digital library and cor-
porate-level facilities provided
at the centre.

Savitha expressed strong dis-
satisfaction over the unhy-
gienic condition of the kitchen
and rest areas. She was upset to
find that tomatoes and other
vegetables were chopped early
in the day for dinner prepara-
tion, attracting flies, with used
water left nearby. She also
found unripe bananas being

served and questioned the wel-
fare officers on-site and asked,
“Would you eat such bananas
or feed them to your children?”

She reprimanded staff for
not maintaining cleanliness
in all rooms and restrooms,
questioning, “What are you all
doing here?” She instructed
that rooms and bathrooms
should be cleaned regularly
and insisted on following the
government-prescribed menu
to provide fresh, tasty food.
The Minister said that this
prestigious training initiative

by CM Chandrababu Naidu
should not be neglected.

Later, Minister Savitha had
lunch with the Civil Services
aspirants. She assured them
that she would address the
concerns they had brought to
her notice. She reiterated that
CM Chandrababu Naidu’s
vision is to help BC youth
reach high positions. As part
of that vision, free coaching for
Civil Services and DSC com-
petitive exams is being provid-
ed through the BC Study
Circle, matching corporate
standards.

Minister Savitha urged the
aspirants to deliver excellent
results in the upcoming Civil
Services written exam. 

She stated that strong per-
formance by the current batch
would motivate the govern-
ment to extend this initiative
to benefit more BC youth in
the future. The programme
was attended by BC Welfare
Department officials and oth-
ers.

YSRCP slams govt apathy
towards rural workers

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

YSRCP Panchayati Raj Wing
State president Vennupusa
Ravindra Reddy has strongly
criticised Deputy CM Pawan
Kalyan for celebrating
Panchayati Raj Day while over
11 weeks of MGNREGS wages
remain unpaid. He questioned
how poor labourers, especially
in drought-hit regions like
Rayalaseema and North
Andhra, are expected to cele-
brate when they haven’t received
their rightful earnings since
February 6.

Despite Pemmasani
Chandrasekhar being the Union
Minister of State for Rural
Development, the NDA coali-

tion government in the State has
failed to clear wage dues, push-
ing lakhs of workers into migra-
tion. Ravindra Reddy accused
TDP leaders of massive corrup-
tion in the appointment of
Mates under the employment
scheme, collecting bribes of up
to Rs 15 lakh per post and draw-
ing fake wages using forged sig-
natures, while genuine workers
were sidelined. With no new
jobs initiated from April 1 and
old bills still unpaid, the State’s
47 lakh active job card holders
are left in distress. He also high-
lighted that the Ombudsman
system meant to check corrup-
tion in MGNREGS has been
defunct for nine months, and
even pro-TDP media has raised

this concern.
Ravindra Reddy condemned

the diversion of Panchayati Raj
funds, with Rs 500 crore trans-
ferred out and Rs 1,120 crore
from the 15th Finance
Commission not deposited into
local body accounts. He further
decried political targeting of
Sarpanches, including the revo-
cation of cheque-signing pow-
ers without due process, and the
withdrawal of security from ZP
Chairpersons, violating GO Ms
No 431 issued by Chandrababu
himself in 1997. He demanded
immediate wage disbursal, rein-
statement of local body powers,
reactivation of Ombudsman
oversight, and restoration of
gunmen to ZP Chairpersons.

Civil Services coaching centres being equipped with facilities
on par with corporate institutions

Pawan Kalyan draws flak for celebrating Panchayati Raj
Day while 11 weeks of MGNREGS wages remain unpaid

Dr Chandrasekhar takes charge as NTR UHS VC
PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Dr P Chandrasekhar assumed
office as the Vice-Chancellor of Dr
NTR University of Health Sciences
on Friday. On the occasion, he

was formally greeted and
congratulated by Dr Mehaboob
Sheik, former national vice-
president of the Association of
Maxillofacial Surgeons, and Dr K
Srinivasa Rao, Principal of

Government Dental College,
Vijayawada. As a token of respect
and appreciation, Dr P
Chandrasekhar was felicitated with
a bouquet and a traditional shawl
by the visiting dignitaries.
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Officials directed to complete
housing construction of May 31

PNS n ONGOLE

Prakasam district Collector A
Thameem Ansariya directed
the officials to take steps to
complete the construction of
houses by May 31.

The Collector held a meet-
ing with the Municipal com-
missioners, MPDOs and hous-
ing department officials here
on Friday and reviewed the
progress of houses being con-
structed for the poor.  Speaking
on the occasion, Collector
Ansariya said that the
Government aimed to conduct
housewarming ceremonies for
over three lakh houses across
the State during June, 2025. 

“There are 8,839 houses
under construction in
Prakasam district. 

The officials concerned
should lay special focus on
them and ensure that the con-
struction of the house should
be completed by May 31,” She
told the officials.

The Collector said that only
2,824 houses have been com-
pleted so far, achieving 32
percent of the target, adding
that 6,015 houses are yet to be
constructed. She expressed
dissatisfaction over the
progress of construction of
houses and demanded that
daily targets be set for stage
conversion and the progress of
house construction be expedit-
ed.

“The officials of the mandals
that are lagging behind in
achieving the targets should
take special care and strive
hard to achieve the targets
within the stipulated time.
They should especially focus
on the construction of houses
at the roof level and roof cost

stage and work towards their
early completion,” she ordered
the officials.

The officials should make
the beneficiaries aware of the
additional financial assistance
being provided to the
Scheduled Castes, Scheduled
Tribes and Backward Classes
and take special care to expe-
dite the construction of hous-
es. Housing PD Srinivas
Prasad, MEPMA PD Srihari
and Ongole Municipal
Commissioner Venkateswara
Rao were among those who
were present.

Meanwhile, Collector
Thameem Ansariya directed
the officials to take steps to
achieve the targets in respect of
NREGA works.  Since the
summer is conducive to carry
out more works under the
NREGA, the officials strive
hard to achieve the set target
of working days, she told the
officials. She warned of action
if any official is found indiffer-

ent in the NREGA targets.  She
reviewed the NREGA works
with the officials concerned on
Friday.

“Special attention should be
paid to labor mobilization.
Tripurantakam, Mundlamuru,
Tallur, H M padu, and
Giddalur mandals are lagging
behind in achieving the target
in labor mobilization and the
concerned MPDOs need to
pay special attention.
Necessary steps should be
taken to ensure that the aver-
age daily wage of laborers does
not decrease by 307,” she
ordered the officials.

The average daily wage of
laborers in Pullalacheruvu,
Peddaravidu, Dornala,
Donakonda, Pamuru,
Jarugumalli, Pasapalli, Tallur,
Y Palem and Ardhaveedu
mandals has decreased this
week compared to last week,
she pointed out and asked the
MPDOs and APOs about the
reasons.  

Admission of students to government
schools should increase: DC

PNS n BHIMAVARAM

West Godavari district
Collector Chadalavada
Nagarani emphasized that the
admission of students to the
Government schools should
increase and the education
policy of the government
should be explained to every-
one.

The Collector held a meet-
ing with the education depart-
ment officials here on Friday
and reviewed the results of 10
th class and admissions of stu-
dents to the government
schools.

Speaking on the occasion,
the Collector told the officials
to take steps to increase the

enrollment in the government
schools and to inform everyone
about the education system in
the government schools. She
highlighted that all the govern-
ment schools have well trained
teachers and basic amenities.

Collector Nagarani main-
tained that children are provid-
ed with good nutrition, clothes,
bags and other facilities besides
quality education at the gov-
ernment schools.  IT Minister
N Lokesh has laid special focus
on modernization of govern-
ment schools and providing
quality education on par with
the private schools, she noted.

She suggested that after
preparing plans at the village
and mandal levels, the Mandal

Special Officer, MEO,
Headmasters and teachers
should go door to door to cre-
ate awareness about govern-
ment schools. She highlighted

that WG district registered
82.15 percent in the 10th class
examination results, standing
16th in the State.

“A total number of 21,539
students appeared for the 10th
class examinations in the dis-
trict of which 10,924 are boys
out of which 8,612 passed the
examination. As many as
10,615 girl students appeared
for the 10 class examination in
the district of which 9,083
passed the examination,” the
Collector revealed. 

The supplementary exami-
nations for the failed students
would be conducted from May
19 to May 28, she said and
instructed the DEO to take
steps to conduct special class-

es for them.
“The government has

issued orders to fill 25% quota
seats in private and unaided
schools for children from low-
income groups, and registra-
tion can be done from April 28
to May 15. Priority should be
given to single-parent chil-
dren and children without
parents during the filling of
25% seats. 

The district still has to gen-
erate AAPAR IDs for 32,723
students,” the Collector said
and ordered the MEOs to pay
special attention to this. She
directed the officials to prepare
a special action play to reduce
dropout especially in 6 th, 7th
and 8 th classes.

PNS n RAYACHOTI

The Red Sanders Anti
Smuggling Task Force
(RSASTF) personnel seized
12 red sander logs and
arrested 8 smugglers in the
forest area at Veeraballi.

DSP G Balireddy told the
media that on the directions of
RSASTF chief L Subba
Rayudu, a task force team led
by RI Sai Giridhar and RSI
Viswanath, accompanied by
AFO Anil Kumar, conducted
combing in the forest area.

The task force team noticed
some persons were roaming at
quarry point suspiciously.
When the task force teams
were approaching them, they
tried to flee. The task force
team chased them and appre-
hended them. On the infor-
mation provided by them, the
task force team found 12 red

sander logs which were con-
cealed behind a bush. 

The task force police seized
12 red sander logs, one motor-
cycle and arrested 8 smuggles.
All the arrested smugglers
belong to Tamil Nadu state. SI
Ravi registered a case and
shifted the seized red sander
logs to the task force office in
Tirupati.

NDSA report an indictment of BRS govt: Uttam
PNS n HYDERABAD

The National Dam Safety
Authority’s (NDSA) report
on the Kaleshwaram Project is
a direct indictment of the
BRS government, exposing
serious flaws in its design,
construction, and mainte-
nance, Irrigation and Civil
Supplies Minister Capt. N.
Uttam Kumar Reddy said.

Addressing the media dur-
ing the Bharat Summit 2025 at
the HICC on Friday, Uttam
launched a blistering attack on
the BRS leadership, stating,
"BRS leaders should have
some shame. The NDSA
report clearly stated that the
design was faulty, the con-
struction was faulty, and the
operation and maintenance
were faulty. Soil testing was
not done properly, and no
proper geophysical investiga-
tions were conducted."

Highlighting the report’s
findings, he pointed out that
the sand piping phenome-
non, cavity formation under-
neath the raft, construction
defects, design deficiencies,
structural distress, and other
downstream damage had ren-
dered Block-7 of the
Medigadda Barrage unser-
viceable.

He added that the NDSA
committee noted similar
issues in other blocks as well,
based on geophysical investi-
gations that revealed cavity
formation under many sec-
tions of the barrage.

Uttam accused the BRS
government of mortgaging
Telangana’s future by borrow-
ing over Rs 1 lakh crore at
high interest rates to build a
project that failed during their
term itself.

"You claimed you were cre-
ating wonders with

Kaleshwaram. But you
designed it, you built it, and it
collapsed during your rule,"
he said.

He said that the other bar-
rages – Medigadda, Annaram,
and Sundilla – were barely
functional, even though the
BRS government had pro-
jected the project as a monu-
mental success. "Despite these
structures being non-func-
tional, Telangana achieved a
record paddy harvest during
Vanakalam. That was due to
the resilience of our farmers,
not because of your failed pro-
jects," he said.

Uttam said that BRS lead-
ers were misleading the pub-
lic and attempting to survive
on "lies and mistakes."

“The BRS wants to deceive
farmers again. But that will
not work anymore. They
betrayed the very people they
claimed to serve," he said.

12 red sander logs seized,
8 smugglers arrested

PNS n TIRUMALA

With an aim to provide better
services to the visiting pil-
grims, there is need to enhance
the quality of Srivari seva by
imparting training to them and
also inviting experts from var-
ious fields to participate in
Srivari Seva, said TTD EO J
Syamala Rao.

The EO held a review and
meeting with the officials on
Friday at his chamber in TTD
Administrative Building in
Tirupati. Speaking on the occa-
sion, the EO said that a large
number of Srivari Sevaks are
coming to Tirumala from dif-
ferent parts of the country, to
offer services to the multitude
of visiting pilgrims. 

He suggested that proper
training be imparted to them
in a planned manner and

make best use of their services.
He strongly felt that profes-
sionals from medical, educa-
tion, engineering, IT, catering,
cultural, veterinary fields are
also invited and involved in
Srivari Seva, by making neces-
sary changes in the IT applica-
tion.

Study tour by a team of TTD
officials to Puttaparthi, Isha
Foundation, Art of Living fol-
lowing the instructions of the
Chief Minister of AP N

Chandrababu Naidu to
enhance the quality of Srivari
Seva System was also carried
out and Sri Satya Sai Seva
Organization (SSSSO) has also
come forward to design a
Training Module for Srivari
Sevaks.

The Training the Trainees
programme with the Master
Trainers will soon be launched
selecting Group Leaders from
all the 26 districts of AP initial-
ly and other states including
Telangana, Tamilnadu,
Karnataka and Maharashtra in
next phases, he maintained.

The training Module
includes the importance of
Tirumala, Srivari Seva do’s
and don’ts, the importance of
dedicated seva to the devotees,
significance of leadership qual-
ities, moral values and other
topics. 

Pawan Kalyan lays stone for 100-bed hospital
PNS n KAKINADA

Deputy Chief Minister and
Minister for Panchayat Raj K
Pawan Kalyan on Friday laid the
foundation stone for the con-
struction of a 100-bed region-
al hospital and upgrading the
30-bed community health cen-
tre in Pithapuram.

The new regional hospital
will be constructed at a cost of
Rs 34 crore.

Speaking on the occasion,
Pawan Kalyan said that with the
upgrade, the hospital would
extend better medical facilities
not only to the three lakh peo-
ple in Pithapuram constituen-

cy but also to those in neighbor-
ing six mandals.

“Under the new plan, the
hospital will have two new
blocks, one OP ward, dialysis
ward, a blood bank, a mortuary,
besides being equipped with
modern machines,” the deputy
Chief Minister said.

The Deputy Chief Minister
revealed that the new plan was
taken up to fulfill the promise
made to the people during
electioneering. "In the last nine
months, development works
worth over Rs 100 crores have
been taken up in the con-
stituency," he said.

Later Pawan Kalyan also laid

foundation stone for the con-
struction of  Kalyana manda-
pam with the Tirumala Tirupati
Devasthanam funds  to the
tune of  Rs 2 crore at Uppada
Kothapalli village.

He also laid foundation

stones for the construction of  a
new compound wall and man-
dapam for the  Seetharama
Swamy temple at Gollaprolu vil-
lage at a cost of Rs.132 lakh of
endowment department funds
and  Radha saala and  manda-

pam at Seetharamaswamy tem-
ple in Chebrolu village.

At another function held in
Ambedkar Bhavan in
Pithapuram,  the deputy CM
distributed tarpaulins, tractors
and agricultural implements to
farmers and  sewing machines
to women.

Kakinada rural MLA
Pantham Nanaji, Pithapuram
Janasena party in-charge
Marreddi Srinivas, TDP former
MLA Varma and others accom-
panied the Deputy CM. The
hospital will have two new
blocs, OP ward, Mortuary, dial-
ysis, blood bank and advanced
medical equipment.   

Officials told to take steps to increase
area under oil palm cultivation

PNS n ELURU

District Collector K VetriSelvi
underlined the need of
expanding the oil palm culti-
vation area in the district.   

The Collector here on Friday
held a review meeting with the
officials concerned and dis-
cussed the issues of horticul-
ture, micro-irrigation and food
processing.

Speaking on the occasion,
Collector VetriSelvi said that
out of 2,80,814 acres of horti-
cultural crops in the district,
1,35,656 acres are under oil
palm, adding that a target of
14,000 hectares of oil farming
plantation has been set for the
financial year 2025-26.

“Micro-planning should be
prepared within a month to
achieve the target. Agricultural
and related authorities should
continuously monitor the
progress of oil palm cultivation.
To identify farmers who are
interested in oil palm cultiva-

tion, they should contact the
respective farmer families and
take steps to expand the crop.
Farmers should be made aware
of the subsidies provided by the
government in the first four
years of planting the crop,” she
told the officials.

VetriSelvi instructed the offi-
cials to act transparently in the
supply of oil palm plants to the
farmers and the provision of
other subsidies. She ordered
them to take steps to provide
drip irrigation facilities neces-
sary for the crop to sensitize
farmers on the cultivation of
other horticultural crops as an
alternative to tobacco cultiva-
tion.

The Collector directed that
intercropping of coconut with
cocoa should be encouraged;
stating that farmers should be
made aware of new technolo-
gies and cultivation issues in
the cultivation of oil palm and
other horticultural crops by
agricultural scientists and their

doubts and doubts in their cul-
tivation should be cleared.

“At the same time, while pro-
moting new crops, farmers
should be made aware of the
new technologies adopted in
cultivation,” she told the offi-
cials. The meeting also dis-
cussed the key role of horticul-
tural crops in contributing to
GVA, advanced technologies to
be adopted in oilseed crops,

progress of the Prime
Minister's Micro Food
Processing Scheme, and issues
related to micro-irrigation.

To promote micro-enter-
prises in the food processing
sector in the district, steps
should be taken to set up 100
units in the first phase, she said
adding that entrepreneurs and
buyers should be identified
for setting up maize, cashew
nut processing, banana pow-
der, groundnut oil, mini dal
mills and cocoa butter units in
various mandals. Self-help
groups and FPOs should be
identified and meetings should
be held for setting up retail
trading units.

Horticulture DD S
Rammohan, Micro Irrigation
PD P Ravikumar, district
industry officer
Subramanyeswara Rao and
food processing corporation
zonal manager Maruthi were
among those who attended
the meeting.

Take steps to complete pending
highway, railway projects

PNS n GUNTUR

Minister for R&B and
Infrastructure Development
BC Janardhan Reddy directed
the officials concerned to take
steps to complete the pending
highway and railway projects
expeditiously.

He held a meeting with the
railway and second task force
committee members here on
Friday. Minister BC Janardhan
Reddy directed the officials to
resolve pending issues related
to national highways in the
state such as land acquisition
and forest clearance as per the
orders of the Chief Minister
and complete the national
highways within the stipulated
time frame.

Initially, the task force com-
mittee discussed the steps to be
taken to expedite the ongoing
road development works of
national highway projects
(under the auspices of the
National Highway Authority of
India (NHAI), Union Ministry
of Roads, Transport and
Highways (MoRTH)).

The officials briefed the
minister on the progress made
on the issues discussed during
the first task force committee
meeting. The minister was
informed that in the past, as
part of national highway works,
the contractors used to pay in
advance, but now they have
been given the flexibility to pay
after the bill arrives.

Minister Janardhan Reddy
instructed the officials in the
Task Force Committee meeting
held with senior railway offi-
cials to ensure that the admin-

istrative machinery works with
the aim of completing the rail-
way projects in the state by
December 2026. The Minister
reviewed the progress made on
the decisions taken in the first
Task Force Committee meet-
ing.

The Minister instructed to
connect the industrial towns of
Orvakal and Krishnapatnam to
the railway lines in relation to
the various industrial corridors
undertaken in the state. He
instructed the railway officials
to start the construction of the
railway subway in
Bethamcherla, Kurnool dis-
trict.

Later, discussions were held
with the officials on the land

acquisition issues of the new
railway lines of Nadikudi -
Srikalahasti, Kotipalli -
Narsapur, Amaravati -
Errubalem. Principal Secretary
of R&B Department Kantilal
Dande, South Central Railway
CEO Suryanarayana, East
Coast Railway CEO Srinivas,
Railway Safety Projects CEO
Manoj Kumar and other senior
officials participated in the
meeting.

The Minister also directed
the officials to start the work of
railway lines to the ports of
R a m a y a p a t n a m ,
Machilipatnam and Moolapet
under construction in the state
as soon as possible. The
Minister discussed with the

railway officials regarding the
port railway siding for green-
field ports.

The Minister instructed the
railway officials to expedite the
work related to the
Ramayapatnam port railway
siding. The Minister instruct-
ed the railway officials to expe-
dite the approvals of the
Engineering Scaled Plans
(ESP) of the port sidings for
Machilipatnam and Moolapet
ports.

The meeting was attended
by R Yuvraj, Secretary,
Department of Investment &
Infrastructure, Praveen Aditya,
CEO, Maritime Board, GV
Raghav Rao and other senior
officials.

Rs 1 Cr. donation for SV Annaprasadm trust
PNS n TIRUMALA

Hyderabad based
Aparna Enterprises
Limited (Vitero
Tiles) has donated
Rs.One crore to the
Sri Venkateswara
A n n ap r a s a d a m
Trust on Friday.

A DD for the
same amount was
handed over to the TTD Chairman B.R. Naidu at his Camp
Office in Tirumala by the company representative  B Ramesh.

More reforms in Srivari Seva
voluntary system soon: TTD EO

Congress takes out candle
rally protesting terror attack

PNS n VISAKHAPATNAM

The Congress party took
out a candle rally here on
Friday protesting against
the terror attack at
Pahalgam in Kashmir.

APCC President YS
Sharmila, APCC Vice-pres-
ident Kolanukonda Shivaji
and Congress affairs in-charge
and MP ManickamThakur

and other senior leaders par-
ticipated in the candle rally.



BY RAJYOGI BRAHMKUMAR NIKUNJ JI

D
uring the last two decades or so there has been a grow-
ing trend towards globalisation of trade and commerce
and a free-market economy. The academic economists

believe that these steps would give a spurt to forces of com-
petitiveness, efficiency, better job opportunities and genera-
tion of more wealth and prosperity. 

But one has to take into account not just these benefits but
also the overall consequences of globalisation and the free play
of market forces. As everyone knows, globalisation is only a
small bit of economic philosophy or policy and one must know
the all-inclusive worldview or philosophy of which it forms
a part. Without viewing it in the full context, one may have
an erroneous view of it. 

Like, the globalisation of business and trade without a glob-
al view of society as a global family would lead to social ten-
sions and economic strife and this is what we are experienc-
ing today.

Also, globalisation in economics is an outward-looking view
and if it has no corresponding inward — looking view, it would
unleash bitter competition and in the absence of the inward-
looking balancing forces, it would lead to stark materialism
and commercialism, diminishing or setting at nought the val-
ues of sympathy, kindness, compassion, world-brotherhood,

co-operation and so on. Thus, it would not only destabilise
the financial markets but create disharmony in human rela-
tions as well. Moreover, it’s a known fact that capital tends to
flow from countries that have free — market economies to
other countries where it has a better chance of profit by employ-
ing cheap labour, available resources, etc., whereas labour does
not find it as easy to go to places where it has better prospects
because labour has emotional ties with family and is affect-
ed by family circumstances.

Thus, due to better mobility and flexibility of capital in con-
trast to that of labour, international portfolio investors, and
not the labour, would benefit the most.

Thus, globalisation would result in disproportionate prof-
it to those who can invest capital and it would lead to uneven
distribution of benefits and social and economic deprivation.
Further, in a free-market economy, every player in the man-
ufacturing sector would tend to drive others out of the mar-
ket and thus competition would grow and stiffen and the finan-
cial markets, which are inherently unstable, would accentu-
ate instability. 

Thus, the whole economy would never return to some kind
of equilibrium. In this state of instability, the business and indus-
trial class would tend to adopt all sorts of unfair means to pre-
vent any dwindling of its profit and, thus, the whole atmos-
phere would be vitiated, for the portfolio investors would try
to take the politicians and the bureaucrats also with them to
survive or thrive. 

This would further give rise to corruption, black money and
other evils. Thus, it is strange that our leaders talk of moral

values on the one hand and of globalisation on the other hand
without making any efforts to make popular a global spiritu-
al view of society as a global family. One can see that the major
economic powers today dominate the multilateral trading sys-
tem. They define and redefine globalisation to suit their nation-
al interests. This leads to clashes of interests and instability.
Again, to assess the merits or demerits of a system, one should
also go into the ideological base of a policy and take notice
of its consequences. 

We should ask ourselves the question as to why we want a
free-market economy or a state — controlled one. We should
be clear in our mind about our desirable goal and see whether
a particular form of economy takes us towards that goal.If our
goal is to remove poverty and great economic disparity and
to have a society based on economic justice and fair play, then
we should sort out whether globalisation or a state-controlled
economy can do it better. 

This should be judged by those who are neutral and have
no vested interests in either form of economy. So, if in the pre-
sent world situation, we must have globalisation, then we
should have a global open society that has some sort of state
control in certain sectors and constantly strives to correct and
improve. In any case, a happy blend of economics and spiri-
tuality — both based on values — is necessary and, in the
process of decision-making, involvement of such institutions
as are neutral would be beneficial. 
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I
n the deadliest terror attack on civilians
in the country since the Mumbai may-
hem of 26/11, a picturesque meadow
near Jammu & Kashmir’s Pahalgam,

which is the most — loved tourist destina-
tion and mini-Switzerland of India, was
marred by a heart-wrenching act of perpe-
trators who brutally cut short innocent lives,
leaving the consciousness of the nation
stirred and the entire community 
devastated. 

The ghastly and barbaric attack was not
merely aimed at tourists or individuals;
rather, it is seen as an assault and atrocity
on humanity that has shattered the subtle
fabric of cohesive society, as the terrorists
selectively killed innocent people point-
blank only after identifying their religion
(Hindu). 

It appears that they have tried to create
inflammatory narratives in India, which is
currently fending off the kerfuffle caused by
the Waqf Bill and communally charged
Aurangzeb rhetoric.

The Resistance Front (TRF), a splinter
group of the Pakistan — based Lashkar-e-
Taiba, is suspected of orchestrating Tuesday’s
terrorist attack in Pahalgam’s Baisaran,
which claimed 26 lives. The timing of the
Pahalgam meadow massacre exposes the
nefarious modus operandi of Pakistan,
which has been the biggest enemy of nor-
malcy in the Valley. 

The assaults were carried out when
Prime Minister Modi was visiting Jeddah
for diplomatic engagement and bilateral
talks to boost the centuries — old econom-
ic and socio-cultural ties between India and
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. 

The attack unfolded while US Vice
President JD Vance’s ongoing four — day
visit to India marked an important mile-
stone for the diplomatic push to deepen
bilateral dialogues during Trump’s trade tar-
iff global gung — ho. 

The Pahalgam terror attack, which mir-
rors former US President Bill Clinton’s 2000
trip to India when LeT carried out a Sikh
massacre in Chittisinghpora in Anantnag
district of J&K, could be seen in the back-
drop of US President Donald Trump’s
reluctance to entertain Pakistan’s Kashmir
clamour.

The Pahalgam incident took place exact-
ly a week after Pakistan’s army chief Asim
Munir made the most provocative com-
ments filled with anti-India rants and
called Kashmir Pakistan’s “jugular vein.”
Pakistan, which currently represents hunger,
poverty, extremism, terrorism, and econom-
ic decline — is at a crossroads as its mili-
tary is reported to be facing the fire of inter-

nal rebellion. The ter-
ror attack in Pahalgam
could be seen in the
light of the hijacking of
the Jaffar Express train
by Baloch separatists
in March, exposing
the bluff and inability
of the Pakistan army. 

The failure of
Islamabad to curb the
Baloch insurgency has

caused great concern for China, which has
significantly invested in several projects,
including energy, transport, and infra-
structure, in Pakistan. Pakistan’s failure to
engage with tribal communities has fuelled
the growth of armed separatist groups, tar-
geting security forces, Chinese interests, and
migrant workers. 

The growing alienation of the population,
driven by the denial of democratic and eco-
nomic rights, has fuelled anger, especially
among the youth.

The brutal attack on tourists, which
rarely happened even during the heydays of
militancy in the Valley, vividly shows the
frustration and desperation of Pakistan-
based terror outfits. 

The barbaric attack happened just ahead
of the Amarnath Yatra, which attracts huge

numbers of Hindu tourists and pilgrims.The
perpetrators aimed at blunting the sole
growing tourist-based economy of J&K and
tried to dismantle the perception that the
Valley is steadily marching towards stabil-
isation after the abrogation of Article 370
in 2019. 

With peace limping back to the Valley in
the face of a slump in terror attacks in the
Valley, lakhs of tourists have made a beeline
to the Valley. It prompted huge investment
in the region to win the hearts of tourists.

As tulips bloom and tourism booms —
this year Srinagar has witnessed huge foot-
falls of domestic and international tourists.
The growing tourism endorses the success
saga of the Government and the engagement
of locals and Kashmiri youths for harvest-
ing income, heralding normalcy in the
Valley. So, the attack on tourism was the
obvious choice of militants and “Mullahs.”

The Government response must be befit-
ting and multi-dimensional to give a tight
lesson to evil minds. 

The Pahalgam attack is the biggest since
the Pulwama attack of 2019 in terms of casu-
alties. India’s past retaliatory actions are still
echoing. The Uri surgical strikes (2016) and
Balakot airstrikes (2019) have formed the
foundation of India’s punitive responses. In
its full-scale diplomatic retaliation, the PM

Modi Government took a strong stand:
Keeping the Indus Waters Treaty of 1960 in
Abeyance, Shutting of Attari Integrated
Check Post, Stopping of SAARC Visa
Scheme for Pakistanis, Cutting of High
Commission Strength to 30, and Declaration
of Military Advisors in the Pakistan High
Commission in Delhi Persona Non-Grata.
India’s military response to the Pahalgam
attack appears to be another defining
moment in the turbulent history of Kashmir
and could add a new chapter in dealing 
with terrorism.

A swift and strategic response will not
only deter future attacks but also reinforce
India’s commitment to safeguarding its cit-
izens and restoring peace in the Valley.

By addressing the root causes of unrest
and strengthening security measures, India
can ensure that such heinous acts do not
derail the progress towards stability and
prosperity in Jammu & Kashmir. 

It is pertinent to mention a famous
quote of Kofi Annan to end terrorism: “The
only way to deal with the scourge of terror-
ism is to address its root causes and unite
against it with unwavering resolve.”

A crime against humanity
As India reels from the horror, pahalgam massacre underscores the persistent threat of cross-border terror, the

fragility of peace in Jammu and Kashmir, and the urgent need for a robust national and global response
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A selfless act of a pony operator

Madam — I wish to pay my heartfelt tribute to Syed Adil
Hussain Shah, the 30-year-old pony operator who displayed
unimaginable bravery during the recent terrorist attack in
Pahalgam.

Adil selflessly attempted to shield tourists he had escort-
ed to Baisaran Meadow, ultimately losing his life in the
process. Reports state he even tried to snatch a weapon from
one of the terrorists before being shot thrice in the chest.
His sacrifice is both heroic and heartbreaking. In a time
marred by religious polarisation, Adil’s actions remind us
of the innate goodness and humanity that transcends faith.
He stands as a beacon of courage and compassion — proof
that heroism knows no religion.While extremists attempt
to divide us along communal lines, Adil’s martyrdom reaf-
firms the simple truth: humanity is our greatest religion. It
is often said that a terrorist has no religion. But those who
die protecting others, regardless of the victims’ faiths, show
us what it means to truly embody divine values. 

In contrast, religious zealots who push a narrative of “our
god versus their god” only undermine the very essence of
spirituality. Adil’s story deserves national recognition. Let
us remember him not just as a brave man from Pahalgam,
but as a true son of India. We must amplify such stories of
unity and courage, and let them shape the discourse of 
our nation.                                    

SUJIT DEI|KOLKATA

Bullish sentiment reflects optimism

Madam — The Indian stock market witnessed a remark-
able upswing on April 24, 2025, with the BSE Sensex clos-
ing at 74,339.44 — an increase of 486.50 points (0.66 per
cent). The NSE Nifty too mirrored this surge, climbing 167.95
points (0.75 per cent) to settle at 22,570.35. 

The momentum was largely driven by robust perfor-
mances in the banking, financial, and metal sectors.
Investor sentiment appears buoyant, with consistent buy-
ing indicating renewed faith in India’s macroeconomic out-
look.

Analysts attribute this positive trend to multiple factors:
stable inflation rates, proactive fiscal policies, and strong cor-
porate earnings. 

Foreign investment has also shown encouraging signs,
reflecting global confidence in India’s economic resilience.
These gains are not just numbers — they signify broader
economic stability and the potential for sustained growth.

A bullish market often translates into increased consumer
and business confidence, spurring spending, job creation,
and infrastructural development.

However, while optimism is warranted, it’s essential to
remain cautious and well-informed. Markets can be volatile,
and policy decisions — both domestic and international —
can influence future trends. Nevertheless, this surge offers
a promising indicator for investors and the economy at large.

AAMIR ZAMAN | MUMBAI

An urgent appeal against rising hate

Madam — It is deeply distressing to witness the growing
atmosphere of hostility and organised propaganda against
minorities, particularly Muslims, in our country. As the
world’s largest democracy, India should be a model of coex-
istence and inclusivity.

Unfortunately, a segment of political and ideological forces
seems determined to distort this legacy. Every day, Muslims
are subjected to suspicion, hate, and vilification — under
the guise of nationalism, patriotism, or allegations of extrem-
ism. These narratives are often propagated through media,
political rhetoric, and social platforms, creating an environ-
ment of fear and alienation. The consequences are grave: ris-
ing intolerance, social division, and the erosion of commu-
nal harmony.

Such developments are a betrayal of India’s constitution-
al ideals and its centuries-old tradition of unity in diversi-
ty. When citizens are targeted based on their faith, we do
not just harm the targeted community — we weaken the fab-
ric of the nation itself.

I urge your esteemed platform to bring attention to this
pressing issue. The public must be made aware of these
undercurrents of hate, so they can reject the politics of divi-
sion and stand up for truth and justice. Only by confronting
these challenges together can we ensure that India remains
a truly secular and democratic republic.

OMAR FARUQUE MONDAL I GOALPARA

T
his is in reference to the headlines and
editorial on the Pahalgam tragedy
(April 24). The entire nation is

engulfed in grief and anger over this horrif-
ic attack.

While diplomatic steps such as sus-
pending the 1960 Indus Waters Treaty,
shutting down the Attari check post, with-
drawing from the SAARC visa exemption
scheme, recalling our diplomats, and ask-
ing Pakistani officials to leave are sub-
stantial in the long term, they fall short of
addressing the immediate public outrage
and sorrow. The statements of sympathy
from Islamic nations to the victims’ fami-
lies seem, as always, perfunctory and lack
meaningful substance.

These symbolic gestures do little to
shake or impact Pakistan. The Jammu and
Kashmir Government must accept
accountability for this grave security lapse.
Inviting tourists without ensuring their
safety is a betrayal of trust. The popular
Baisaran Valley, often referred to as “Mini
Switzerland,” attracts scores of tourists.

Yet, had there been adequate police or
paramilitary deployment along the route,
this tragedy could likely have been pre-
vented.

Tourists were left vulnerable, ferried on
ponies through remote and risky paths by
pony operators, many of whom are report-
edly insensitive to the needs of travellers.
It is time the Government reconsidered
promoting Jammu and Kashmir as a safe
tourist destination.

The Northeast, Himachal Pradesh,
Uttarakhand, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Gujarat,
Maharashtra, and Odisha offer equally, if
not more, breathtaking views without the
shadow of constant threat. 

Mere symbolic gestures — candle
marches, market closures, and all-party
condemnations — are not enough. It calls
for another surgical strike echo across the
nation, but the question remains — have
previous strikes served as a deterrent? The
public deserves justice, not platitudes.

VINOD JOHRI| DELHI

PAHALGAM ATTACK: A NATION’S
ANGUISH DEMANDS STRONG ACTION

The whole country is with the bereaved families. The
Government is trying its best to ensure the well-being of those
injured. Someone has lost a son, someone has lost a brother,
someone has lost life partner... From Kargil to Kanyakumari,
there is grief and rage. This attack was not just on innocent
tourists; the country’s enemies have shown the audacity to
attack India’s soul.

PRIME MMINISTER NNARENDRA MMODI

TAKE

Leaderspeak

RAMAKANT
CHAUDHARY

(The author works with PRP Group as Content Head.
Views are personal)

(The writer is a spiritual educator and popular columnist.
Views are personal)

E
very year on April 26, the world pauses to commemorate
International Chernobyl Disaster Remembrance Day, hon-
ouring the victims of one of the gravest nuclear catastrophes

in human history. It is not just a day of remembrance, but also a
solemn call for vigilance — against the potential hazards of nuclear
power and the far-reaching consequences when things go wrong.

On April 26, 1986, Reactor No 4 of the Chernobyl Nuclear Power
Plant, located in what is now Ukraine, exploded during a late-night
safety test gone wrong. 

The blast released radioactive material across much of the west-
ern Soviet Union, affecting territories now known as Belarus,
Ukraine, and Russia. Nearly 8.4 million people were exposed to
high levels of radiation, with long-term effects on their health, envi-
ronment, and livelihoods. 

What made Chernobyl particularly harrowing was not just the
scale of the disaster but also the delayed and inadequate response.
The Soviet Government did not request international help until
1990, four years after the explosion, acknowledging only then the
need for global cooperation in managing the fallout.

History records only two instances where nuclear explosions
directly led to large-scale human casualties: the atomic bombings
of Hiroshima and Nagasaki in 1945, and the industrial disaster at
Chernobyl in 1986. While the former were acts of war, Chernobyl
was a stark reminder that nuclear technology, even in peaceful
applications, can spiral into catastrophe without stringent over-
sight and safety protocols. Both events left indelible scars on
humanity and taught us one crucial lesson: nuclear power is not
merely a technological marvel — it is a profound responsibility.

In response to the disaster, the United Nations General
Assembly adopted resolution 45/190 in 1990, launching a global
movement to mitigate the consequences of the explosion. 

Over the years, more than 230 projects have been implement-
ed in health, nuclear safety, environmental restoration, clean food
production, and education. In 2002, the UN changed its approach,
focusing not only on humanitarian aid but also on long-term sus-
tainable development. Agencies such as the UNDP led regional
recovery efforts in Belarus, Ukraine, and the Russian Federation. 

The launch of the International Chernobyl Research and
Information Network (ICRIN) in 2009 further reinforced this devel-
opmental vision. Perhaps the most symbolic milestone was the 2019
completion and handover of the New Safe Confinement, a $2.2
billion engineering marvel built to encase the damaged reactor.
Funded by over 45 nations, it stands as a global symbol of what
international cooperation can achieve in the name of safety.

Technological advancements have significantly improved
nuclear safety since 1986. Modern reactors are equipped with pas-
sive safety systems, improved materials, and fail — safes that auto-
matically shut down operations during emergencies.  International
regulatory bodies have also tightened oversight, ensuring higher
standards for reactor design, operation, and waste management.
Yet, the core truth remains: no system is immune to human error,
natural disasters, or unforeseen technical failures. 

As the world grapples with climate change and searches for clean
energy alternatives, nuclear power is once again in the spotlight.
While it offers low-carbon energy, it also carries high risks — mak-
ing it imperative that caution, transparency, and global coopera-
tion remain the cornerstones of nuclear development. 

International Chernobyl Disaster Remembrance Day is not only
about looking back; it’s about ensuring we never repeat the mis-
takes of the past. It’s about remembering the lives affected, the
lessons learned, and the enduring message: with great power comes
great responsibility — especially when that power lies in the nucle-
us of the atom.Let us honour this day by committing to a future
where nuclear technology is wielded wisely, ethically, and with the
utmost respect for life and the planet.

Its remembrance day is a stark reminder of
nuclear perils and human resilience

Please send your letter to the letterstopioneer@gmail.com. In not more than  400 words. 
We appreciate your feedback.



T
he world economy is in for a big churning,
a severe shake-up. The reasons are primar-
ily two — a debt-based capitalistic model

of development and the dominance of the dollar
as the international monetary currency, delinked
from any traditional tangible material resource like
gold.

In the last 75 years, the economic models of the
USA, Europe, and a major part of the rest of the
world have been built on a typical capitalist ecos-
phere in which large funds, banking institutions,
and a dominant global currency — the US dol-
lar — have been the driving elements.

This model has begun to wear out, naturally,
because it was unsustainable and out of sync with
the fundamental economic principles that drive
the economic growth of institutions, including that
of nations.

It is the widely held view in the present times
that economic growth occurs through the produc-
tion of valuable goods and services and their sale
to those who consume such goods or services.

But this understanding or definition needs clar-
ification. Today, the economic growth of nations
is defined and measured in terms of GDP, of which
trade forms a major component.

Trade here connotes exports as well as imports.
However, economic status depends on accumu-
lated wealth due to the net inflow of money.
Accumulation of money takes place through two
modes — international trade and domestic pro-
duction and sale. But for a nation to grow rich,
it has to be sovereign and politically independent
— because the terms of international trade and
domestic business need to be in tune with fair-
ness and equity.

This was not the case during the British rule
in India, which was a saga of depredation and
plunder. This also is not true in the wake of an
inequitable global economic order where rules of
business are skewed in favour of the mightier and
more influential nations.

The world economic order over the last 80 years
since the cessation of the Second World War has
been determined and drawn by the victor block
of the war — the Allied powers.

The Allied power group created vassal or semi-
vassal states out of the vanquished Axis power
states and other states.

Military might created political hegemony, and
this gradually transformed into economic hege-
mony through one-sided trade rules that perpet-
uated the poverty of third-world countries and
further enriched the first-world countries.

The establishment of the UNO and its sub-
organisations did not do much to alter the tilt of
the economic order towards the First World block.
Things became worse 30 years later when the US
dollar, the reserve currency of the world, was
delinked from gold, thus giving it overriding and
overwhelming dominance.

Growth potential was always with the resource-
rich third-world countries, and the high econom-

ic growth of these countries through the eighties
and nineties of the twentieth century could not
be matched by the economically saturated and
stagnating first-world block, WTO and a set of

trade rules thereunder, like
GATT and TRIPS, were

established. 
But these also could not

give the intended growth
impetus to the first-world
block, because of the
working of immanent nat-
ural laws of economics.

It is time again today to
look at the above natural
laws. The capitalistic, debt-
based model of growth is
unnatural and unsustain-
able.  The plunder or

exploitation-based model is
inhuman and naturally unsustainable too.

The world is staring at a new economic order
because of the changing power equations across
the globe. Today, military and industrial technol-

ogy is not the sole preserve of the designated first-
world nations of the twentieth century. 

China, India, Brazil, and Iran are some of the
ex — third-world countries that, besides being
resource-rich, also have industrial and military
technologies. 

China and India possess nuclear arsenals, and
even Iran is on its way to acquiring nuclear capa-
bility. So, neither military might nor economic
might of the erstwhile powers can sustain the old
world economic order.

The mammoth debt of China, pegged at 300 per
cent of GDP, and of the USA, estimated at 36 tril-
lion US dollars (more than 100 per cent of its
GDP), is already showing its detrimental effects
in both these countries, evidenced by the econom-
ic recession, inflation, and unemployment. 

The Belt and Road initiative of China has land-
ed in a quandary, and WTO rules are being
thrown to the winds by the Trump administra-
tion in the USA.

The new world economic order will, inexorably,
see the decline and demise of the US dollar as the
dominant currency and the emergence of a mul-

tiple — currency basket for trade.
The natural laws of economics are manifesting

their work in the resurgence of India, and there
seems to be no stopping the slow-stepped elephant
after the dragon in its neighbour seems to have
fagged out.

The unique positive naturally endowed features
of India are its plentiful, productive Human
Resources and its economically strategic agro-cli-
matic location along with its rich mineral
resources.

Today, this country is mostly free from exploita-
tive interference and arm-twisting by global
powers and is poised for rapid take-off to become
a developed nation.

The new economic order will, therefore,
inevitably, see a strong economic resurgence of the
Indian subcontinent, regression of the eurozone
countries, and a relatively slow growth of Latin
American and African countries. The latter will
pick up growth led by a resurgent India in the
years and decades to come.

The Indian subcontinent, in its growth and
development journey, will not indulge in the
exploitation of the smaller and weaker states,
unlike its colonial masters and their new avatars.
It is not in the DNA of India to invade, conquer,
and plunder other nations.

The Indian ethos underlines the philosophy of
‘live and let live’ instead of ‘survival of the fittest’.
That is another area where India is different and
unique.

In conclusion, the global economic landscape
is undergoing a profound transformation driven
by the unsustainability of a debt-fuelled, capital-
ist model and the waning dominance of the US
dollar.

The era of Western economic hegemony —
rooted in military might, exploitative trade prac-
tices, and the artificial supremacy of fiat curren-
cy — is rapidly eroding. Emerging economies like
India, China, Brazil, and Iran, rich in resources
and technological capabilities, are reshaping the
balance of power.

Among these, India stands uniquely poised for
sustained and inclusive growth, bolstered by its
demographic advantage, strategic location, and
ethical economic philosophy.

As the global order pivots toward a multi — cur-
rency trading system and more equitable partner-
ships, India’s non-imperial ethos positions it as a
natural leader in the evolving economic era.

The new world economy will not just be about
wealth accumulation but about fairness, sustain-
ability, and mutual progress — principles deeply
embedded in India’s civilisational values. A
future rooted in cooperation, not domination, is
now within reach.

W
hen numbers resonate and equations
seem to dance with the soul, one name
echoes through the very fabric of cre-

ation — Srinivasa Ramanujan. On April 26, 1920,
a dark day in Indian history, the nation lost this
priceless gem.

Yet, in that moment, his mathematical con-
sciousness illuminated the world for eternity. This
is not merely a death anniversary; it is a celebra-
tion of a saint-like devotee of numbers who ele-
vated mathematics to the realms of poetry, phi-
losophy, and divine connection. Ramanujan was
no ordinary mathematician — he was a mystic of
numbers, a seeker of hidden truths, a visionary
who saw the universe through the lens of 
infinite equations. 

His story is a spark that turns the impossible
into the possible. Born on December 22, 1887, in
the small town of Erode, Tamil Nadu, Ramanujan’s
life was nothing short of a modern fairy 
tale. Raised in a humble Brahmin household, 
surrounded by financial hardships and lacking for-
mal education, he faced walls that would 
deter most.

But his genius was a relentless wave that shat-
tered every barrier. From a young age, numbers
were his companions and his playground. While
other children played with toys, he delved deep
into the mysteries of mathematics.

School textbooks quickly proved inadequate,
and he began exploring advanced mathematical
concepts on his own. At the age of 15, he discov-
ered A Synopsis of Elementary Results in Pure
Mathematics by GS Carr — a book that became
his sacred scripture. It fuelled his imagination and
transformed his notebooks into treasure troves of
original formulas and theorems.

To Ramanujan, mathematics wasn’t just about
calculations — it was a spiritual quest. He often
credited his insights to his family deity, Goddess
Namagiri, saying, “Every formula that comes to
my mind is by the grace of the Goddess.” To him,
mathematics and divinity were two expressions
of the same truth. His work — be it infinite series,
continued fractions, or partition functions — read
like verses of a cosmic poem. 

His formulas for calculating p are so elegant and
precise that they are still used by modern super-
computers. His partition function transformed
number theory, and his discoveries in theta func-
tions and modular equations have found appli-
cations in cryptography, physics, and even black
hole theory. The world took notice of his genius
in 1913, when he sent a letter filled with ground-
breaking formulas to the eminent Cambridge
mathematician GH Hardy.
Initially sceptical, Hardy was soon astonished.
Upon meeting Ramanujan, he said, “Ramanujan’s

mathematics is beyond the
human mind; it is divine
inspiration.” Ramanujan was
invited to Cambridge, and
his collaboration with Hardy
sparked a revolution in
mathematics. The Hardy —
Ramanujan formula on the
distribution of prime num-
bers, along with their other
contributions, are consid-
ered monumental achieve-
ments.

Ramanujan’s greatest
legacy lies in his notebooks

— thousands of formulas, many without proofs,
that took mathematicians decades to fully under-
stand.

His mock theta functions, penned during his
final days, baffled mathematicians for nearly a

century but are now essential in quantum physics
and string theory. 

His contributions to the Riemann zeta function
continue to influence research on one of mathe-
matics’ most profound mysteries — the Riemann
Hypothesis.

Yet, Ramanujan’s journey was not without
immense struggle. At Cambridge, he battled cul-
tural isolation, dietary challenges, and the harsh
English climate. Diagnosed with tuberculosis in
1917, his health deteriorated, and he returned to
India in 1919. 

Just a year later, on April 26, 1920, at the age
of 32, he passed away in Kumbakonam. But
though his mortal life ended, his spirit lives on
through his work.

The discovery of his “Lost Notebook” in 1976
reignited excitement and opened new doors in
mathematical research. Ramanujan’s influence
goes far beyond mathematics. His story is a bea-

con for dreamers and doers who dare to rise above
adversity. In 1987, India marked his birth cente-
nary by declaring it National Mathematics Year.
His legacy continues in the world’s top institutions,
and his life inspired Robert Kanigel’s biography
The Man Who Knew Infinity, later adapted into
a global film. 

In his honour, December 22 is now celebrated
as National Mathematics Day in India.
Ramanujan’s life is proof that genius needs no
degree, wealth, or privilege. His journey is a tes-
tament to passion, faith, and the boundless
potential of the human mind. His discoveries not
only advanced science but also revealed a deep
philosophical truth — that within each of us lies
the power to touch the infinite. 

Today, as we remember him on April 26, we do
more than pay tribute — we renew our commit-
ment to nurturing the spark within us. Like
Ramanujan, may we turn our dreams into devo-
tion. Equations may evolve and theorems may
change, but there will never be another
Ramanujan.

He is the eternal lamp in the temple of math-
ematics — forever radiant. His legacy is not
India’s alone — it belongs to all of humanity. As
long as numbers are written and equations are
solved, Ramanujan will remain immortal — a
soul who touched infinity and offered its light
to the world.

Srinivasa Ramanujan was not just a mathemati-
cian — he was a visionary who transformed num-
bers into a divine language. On April 26, we don’t
just mourn his passing; we celebrate a life that ele-
vated mathematics into art, spirituality, and cos-
mic truth.

Despite humble beginnings and relentless
hardships, his passion and genius blazed trails that
continue to shape modern science.

His discoveries — ranging from infinite series
to mock theta functions — remain cornerstones
of mathematics, physics, and beyond. Ramanujan’s
journey proves that brilliance needs neither
privilege nor pedigree.

His life is a testament to what the human spir-
it can achieve with faith, curiosity, and devotion.
Today, his legacy lights the path for dreamers,
thinkers, and seekers of truth across the world.
As we remember him, we also honour the infi-
nite potential within us all. 

Ramanujan lives on, not just in equations, but
in the eternal quest for knowledge he so passion-
ately embodied. He is, and always will be, math-
ematics’ guiding flame.

RK JAIN
ARIJEET

Ramanujan: Eternal lamp in the temple of mathematics
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A new, multipolar economic order is taking shape, led by nations like India, whose demographic strength, resource wealth, 
and deeply rooted ethos of fairness position it as a key architect of a more just and sustainable global economy

On April 26, 1920, the nation lost Srinivasa Ramanujan a rare mathematical genius. His mathematical consciousness illuminated the world for eternity. This is not
merely his death anniversary; it is a celebration of a saint — like devotee of numbers who elevated mathematics to the realms of philosophy and  the divine

(The writer is a is a management consultant based in New
Delhi. Views are personal)

(The writer is a columnist and a blogger. 
Views are personal)
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P
rivate sector lender DCB Bank on Friday reported a
nearly 14 per cent increase in net profit to Rs 177 crore
for the three-month period ended March 2025.

The bank had reported a net profit of Rs 155.68 crore in the
year-ago period. Its total income rose to Rs 1,961 crore in
January-March quarter of the financial year (FY25) from Rs
1,581 crore in the year-ago period, DCB Bank said in a stock
exchange filing. The bank's gross non-performing assets (NPA)
stood at 2.99 per cent in the quarter under review as compared
to 3.23 per cent in the year-ago period, while net NPA was at
1.12 per cent in Q4 FY25 as against 1.11 per cent in the year-
ago period. The lender's board of directors has recommended a
dividend of Rs 1.35 per equity share. 

IN BR I E F

S
hares of Axis Bank on Friday ended more than 3 per cent
lower after the country's third largest private sector lender
reported a decline in the March quarter profit. The stock

declined 3.48 per cent to settle at Rs 1,165.30 apiece on the
BSE. During the day, it dropped 5 per cent to Rs 1,145.75.
On the NSE, it went lower by 3.46 per cent to Rs 1,165.30 per
share. The company's market valuation eroded by Rs 12,971.93
crore to Rs 3,60,973.43 crore. Wiping out all early gains, the
30-share BSE barometer tanked 588.90 points or 0.74 per cent
to settle at 79,212.53. Falling for the second day, the NSE Nifty
tumbled 207.35 points or 0.86 per cent to 24,039.35.
Axis Bank on Thursday reported a marginal decline in the March
quarter profit to Rs 7,117 crore from Rs 7,130 crore in the year-
ago period. A 64 per cent rise in loan loss provisions and a
steep fall in the trading income were the primary reasons for the
decline in the bottom line, along with a shift in the bank's
strategies.

S
hares of Maruti Suzuki India on Friday dipped nearly 2 per
cent after the firm said its consolidated net profit declined
by 1 per cent year-on-year in the fourth quarter ended

March 31, 2025. The stock went lower by 1.81 per cent to
settle at Rs 11,685.90 apiece on the BSE. During the day, it
dropped 2.49 per cent to Rs 11,604.30. On the NSE, it skidded
1.64 per cent to Rs 11,698 apiece. Auto major Maruti Suzuki
India on Friday said its consolidated net profit declined by 1 per
cent year-on-year to Rs 3,911 crore in the fourth quarter ended
March 31, 2025, on account of higher expenses.
The country's largest carmaker reported a net profit of Rs
3,952 crore in the January-March quarter of FY24.
Total revenue increased to Rs 40,920 crore in the March
quarter last fiscal as compared with Rs 38,471 crore in the
year-ago period, Maruti Suzuki India (MSI) said in a regulatory
filing. The company said its total expenses during the fourth
quarter rose to Rs 37,585 crore against Rs 34,624 crore in Q4
FY24, an increase of 8.5 per cent. 

Axis Bank shares drop over 3%
post earnings announcement

DCB Bank Q4 profit rises 
14 pc to Rs 177 cr

Maruti shares down nearly 
2 pc after Q4 earnings

PNS n KOLKATA

The Confederation of Indian
Industry (CII)-West Bengal
State Council on Friday out-
lined a comprehensive agen-
da focused on bolstering the
MSME ecosystem, regional
industrial clusters and sus-
tainable development in the
state.

Underscoring that West
Bengal is the second-largest
hub for micro, small and
medium enterprises in India,
CII West Bengal chairman
Debashis Dutta said the
industry body will work
closely with the state govern-

ment to connect MSMEs
with large-scale industries
and facilitate business link-
ages.

To widen the scope of
business opportunities, “we
will actively engage MSMEs
with CII's centres of excel-
lence and promote aware-
ness about digital adoption
like government procure-
ment platforms such as
GeM,” Dutta said.

A cluster-based approach
has been proposed to boost
capacity and market access
in key sectors such as leather,
textiles, gems and jewellery
and engineering, he said.

The council has also rec-
ommended a district-level
development plan for North
Bengal to unlock the indus-
trial potential of the region.

A major thrust will be on
improving Environmental,
S ocia l  and Governance
(ESG) preparedness among
MSMEs,  and the  CII

helpdesk will support enter-
prises in integrating sus-
tainability into their opera-
tions.

The council also plans to
roll out a series of training
programmes in collabora-
tion with premier institu-
tions like the Indian Institute
of Foreign Trade (IIFT),
Indian Statistical Institute
(ISI) and Indian Institute of
Packaging (IIP), it said.

Sectors such as agriculture
and food processing, logis-
tics, defence, healthcare, and
tourism will be in focus, too,
with continuing support for
manufacturing and infra-

structure development, the
council said.

Meanwhile, the inaugural
edition of ‘IndusTech Kolkata
2025’ kicked off at the Biswa
Bangla Convention Centre in
New Town on Friday.

Over 250 companies from
across India will exhibit cut-
ting-edge machinery, emerg-
ing technologies and innova-
tions spanning the sectors of
machine tools, plastics and
polymers, rubber and leather,
textiles and apparel machin-
ery, steel, foundry and re-
rolling, general engineering
and automation, the organ-
isers said in a statement.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Canara Robeco Asset
Management Company has
filed preliminary papers with
capital markets regulator Sebi
for floating an initial public
offer (IPO).

The asset management
company filed draft papers at
a time when the IPO market
is staring at a slowdown owing
to volatility in the equity mar-
ket.

The IPO is completely an
offer for sale (OFS) of 4.98
crore equity shares by promot-
ers with no fresh issue compo-
nent, according to the Draft
Red Herring Prospectus
(DRHP) filed on Thursday.

Under the OFS, promoters

-- Canara Bank and ORIX
Corporation Europe N.V.
(previously known as Robeco
Groep N.V.) -- will offload
2.59 crore and 2.39 crore
shares, respectively.

Canara Bank owns 51 per

cent stake in Canara Robeco
Asset Management Company
while Orix Corporation holds
the remaining stake in the
AMC.  Since the IPO is entire-
ly an OFS, the company will
not receive any funds from the

public issue, and the pro-
ceeds will go to the selling
shareholders.

Canara Robeco Asset
Management Company is the
country's second-oldest asset
manager. The state-run lender
had floated the company in
1993, partnering with Robeco,
now part of Orix, in 2007.

Its primary activities
include managing mutual
funds and providing invest-
ment advice on Indian equi-
ties. As of December 31, 2024,
it manages 25 schemes com-
prising 12 equity schemes, 10
debt schemes and three
hybrid schemes with a quar-
terly average assets under
management (AUM) of Rs
1.08 lakh crore.
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Canara Robeco AMC files IPO papers with Sebi

PNS n MUMBAI

Setbacks in unsecured lending
led RBL Bank to report a 76 per
cent decline in its consolidated
net profit for the January-March
quarter at Rs 86.99 crore on a
consolidated basis.

The city-based lender had
reported a consolidated net
profit of Rs 364 crore in the
year-ago period and Rs 47 crore
in the preceding December
quarter.

The overall pro-
visions shot up to
Rs 785 crore from
the Rs 414 crore in
the year-ago peri-
od due to trou-
bles in the micro-
finance and cred-
it card books, and
the bank hinted
that it may not
have to set aside
higher sums going
ahead.

The core net interest income
declined by 2 per cent to Rs
1,563 crore on a 7 per cent
growth in net advances and a
sharp decline in net interest
margin to 4.89 per cent as
against 5.45 per cent in the year-
ago period. The other income
grew 14 per cent to Rs 1,000
crore.

A senior bank official
explained that the NIMs will
compress for six more months

on factors like rate cuts and sta-
bilize at the current level by the
end of the current fiscal year.

The bank is targeting a mid-
to-high teen growth in advances
in the new fiscal, which will
include an over 25 per cent
increase in retail assets on the
back of growth in secured book,
and doubling in the wholesale
asset growth to 12 per cent, its
managing director and chief
executive R Subramaniakumar

said.
The gross slip-

pages came at Rs
1,058 crore,
including Rs 479
crore on the cred-
it card front and
Rs 472 crore on
the MFI book.

The bank said
the entire stock
of bad microloans
has been provid-
ed for, which led

to the increase in the provisions
for the reporting quarter, and
added that 75 per cent of pro-
visions have been done for
assets unpaid for over 31 days.

The overall deposit growth
came at 7 per cent, and the bank
will continue to focus on gran-
ularising it, the CEO said.

The overall capital adequacy
stood at a comfortable over 15
per cent, and the CEO told
reporters that there is no need
for raising more resources.

RBL Bank Q4 consoildated
profit dips 76 pc as

unsecured loans bite

CII Bengal charts roadmap to boost MSME ecosystem

Goyal asks steel makers to
raise bar on production target   

PNS n MUMBAI

Union Minister Piyush Goyal
on Friday said the target of
achieving 500 million tonnes
(MT) of steel production is a
"sub-optimal" one and the
industry should aim for a
higher target amid increasing
per capita consumption of
the metal in the country.

The minister was delivering
his keynote address at the 6th
edition of Steel India 2025
event, hosted jointly by the
Ministry of Steel and the
Federation of Indian
Chambers of Commerce and
Industry (Ficci), which start-
ed on Thursday.

"Clearly 500 million tonnes
(of steel production) is a sub-
optimal target. We should, I
think aspire at least to go up
to the level of our nearest
competitor. And why can we
not aspire to be the world's
largest manufacturer of steel
by 2047," Goyal exhorted the
industry.

Referring to the steel indus-
try as the "backbone" of the
country's economy, the min-
ister emphasised the crucial
role of steel in the nation's
journey toward becoming a
developed and prosperous
country.

Steel is an essential compo-
nent in nearly every sector of
life, be it shipping, shipbuild-
ing, railways, defence, auto-
mobiles, infrastructure across

the country, it is there in
every walk of life," he said.

The minister also urged
for continued growth and
innovation, questioning if the
country should be satisfied
with its current status. He
emphasized the need for col-
lective action within the steel
sector to further elevate
India's position on the glob-
al stage.

Stressing the potential for
expanding steel's use in new
sectors, particularly in the
construction of prefabricated
buildings, he pointed out that
many developed nations have
adopted precast prefabricated
building structures and sug-
gested that India should con-
sider introducing such prac-
tices, especially in urban areas.

While acknowledging that
prefabricated buildings may
initially be more expensive,
Goyal proposed that the steel
industry invest in research
and development (R&D) to

minimize the cost differences.
He also highlighted the

importance of collaboration
between the steel industry, the
government, NITI Aayog, and
international experts to create
a compelling framework for
the real estate sector to adopt
prefabricated steel buildings.

By doing so, in his view, the
industry could attract more
interest and investment in
such projects.

The minister further
emphasized that economies of
scale would play a crucial role
in reducing costs, making
steel more affordable and
attractive for broader use.

The Union minister high-
lighted the government's
focus on promoting the
"Make in India" initiative,
emphasizing that the push to
boost manufacturing in India
would create significant
opportunities for the steel
industry. As part of this drive,
he pointed out that many

government projects now
mandate the use of Indian-
made steel, further driving
demand for high-quality
domestic steel.

This initiative, he argued,
would lead to increased con-
struction of factories and
other infrastructure, reinforc-
ing the role of steel in India's
economic growth.

Goyal also mentioned his
efforts in negotiating free
trade agreements (FTAs) with
several countries and blocs,
including the European
Union, which comprises 27
nations. These agreements
are crucial for expanding
India's access to internation-
al markets, particularly for its
cost-effective and high-qual-
ity steel products, he said.

Goyal also addressed the
current global economic tur-
moil, stating that, despite the
challenges, the world is
increasingly looking to India
as a beacon of growth. 

He noted that India con-
tributes to nearly one-sixth of
global growth and is recog-
nized as the fastest-growing
large economy in the world.

With projections indicating
that India will become the
third-largest economy global-
ly by 2027, Goyal laid the
importance of leveraging this
growth to benefit the steel
industry, which will be a key
player in India's economic
transformation.

Golden glow fades:
Women reassess buying

gold amid price surge
PNS n NEW DELHI

The price of gold in the coun-
try has touched a historic high
and briefly crossed the figure of
one lakh rupees per ten grams.
This unprecedented increase
in the price has not only
shocked the market but has also
deeply affected ordinary people,
especially women, who were
hoping to buy this yellow metal.

At a time when buying gold
is the priority of
every Indian house-
hold during
Akshaya Tritiya and
wedding season, the
unexpected surge in
the price of this pre-
cious metal has
shocked middle-
class families.

According to the
All India Sarafa Association,
gold of 99.9 per cent purity in
the national capital rose by Rs
1,800 on Tuesday this week to
an all-time high of Rs 1,01,600
per 10 grams. However, gold
prices have softened a bit due to
the indication of an interest rate
cut by the US Federal Reserve
and some easing of tension
with China over tariffs. On
Thursday, the price of gold was
Rs 99,400 per 10 grams.

Rupa from Noida, Uttar
Pradesh, told PTI, "My daugh-
ter is getting married in
November, and suddenly, the
price of gold has increased so
much...Now, how will I buy gold

for the wedding?"
Buying jewellery has been a

priority for women during fes-
tivals and family events. Despite
rising prices, many women
believe that without gold jew-
ellery, such occasions seem
incomplete.

"If we don’t buy gold for fes-
tivals or weddings, we feel that
something is missing. The only
thing is that we used to buy 10
grams earlier, but now we will

buy five grams,” Sushila Devi of
east Delhi's Mayur Vihar said.

Gold has become costlier by
about Rs 22,650 per 10 grams,
or about 29 per cent, since
December last year. Experts
say that in terms of returns, gold
has performed better than
shares and bonds.

Chhattisgarh’s Sita Sahu, who
is fond of wearing jewellery, said
she is upset after seeing the
price of gold.

"I am very fond of wearing
jewellery, and I buy gold once
a year. It is heartbreaking for me
to see the price of gold crossing
Rs 1 lakh," Sahu said from
Korba district.

PNS n NEW YORK

The Trump administration is
loosening rules to help US
automakers like Elon Musk's
Tesla develop self-driving cars
so they can take on Chinese
rivals. US companies develop-
ing self-driving cars will be
allowed exemp-
tions from certain
federal safety
rules for testing
purposes, the
Transportation
Department said
on Thursday.

The depart-
ment also said it
will streamline
crash reporting requirements
involving self-driving soft-
ware that Musk has criticized
as onerous and will move
toward a single set of nation-
al rules for the technology to
replace a patchwork of state
regulations.

“We're in a race with China
to out-innovate, and the stakes

couldn't be higher,” said
Transportation Secretary Sean
Duffy in a statement. “Our
new framework will slash red
tape and move us closer to a
single national standard.”

The new exemption proce-
dures will allow US automak-
ers to apply to skip certain

safety rules for
self-driving vehi-
cles if they are
used only for
research, demon-
strations and
other non-com-
mercial purposes.
The exemptions
were in place pre-
viously for for-

eign, imported vehicles whose
home country rules may be
different than those in the US.

The decision comes a day
after Musk confirmed on a
conference call with Tesla
investors that the electric vehi-
cle maker will begin a rollout
of self-driving Tesla taxis in
Austin, Texas, in June.

PNS n MUMBAI

With gold prices hovering
near Rs 1 lakh per 10 grams,
jewellers expect light-weight
jewellery and other items to
drive consumer demand this
Akshaya Tritiya, which is con-
sidered an auspicious day to
buy precious metals.

Akshaya Tritiya, which is
celebrated on the third day of
bright half of Hindu calender
month Vaisakha, falls on April
30 this year.

"As we approach the auspi-
cious occasion of Akshaya
Tritiya, the gold market is
buzzing with anticipation.
Akshaya Tritiya holds
immense cultural significance
in India, traditionally marking
a surge in gold purchases.

This year, despite the elevat-
ed prices, we anticipate a
healthy demand driven by
light-weight items," All India
Gem and Jewellery Domestic
Council (GJC) chairman

Rajesh Rokde said.
Gold on Friday traded weak

at Rs 95,075 per 10 grams on
MCX, as Comex gold contin-
ued to face resistance near the
USD 3,330-an-ounce-mark.

While some consumers
might show initial hesitation,
the enduring appeal of gold as
a safe-haven asset and the
metal being an integral part of
our traditions will likely trans-
late into positive sales, Rokde
stated.

To encourage market
demand, the industry is dol-
ing out a diverse range of

offerings, catering to varied
budgets and preferences, he
added.

GJC vice-chairman Avinash
Gupta said, while the current
price levels might prompt
some to exercise caution, the
inherent cultural significance
of gold during Akshaya
Tritiya, coupled with its
enduring status as a reliable
asset, suggests continued pos-
itive momentum in buying.

"High prices may keep the
volume demand either the
same as last year or bring it
down by 10 per cent. 

Equity investors'
wealth erodes by
Rs 8.88 lakh cr 

in two days
PNS n NEW DELHI

Investors' wealth got wiped
out by Rs 8.88 lakh crore in
two days of market slump
due to profit-taking and
growing tensions along the
Indo-Pak border following
the terror attack at Pahalgam
in Jammu & Kashmir.

On Friday, the 30-share
BSE barometer tanked
588.90 points or 0.74 per
cent to settle at 79,212.53.
During the day, it dropped
1,195.62 points or 1.49 per
cent to 78,605.81.

In two days, the bench-
mark has lost 903.96 points
or 1.12 per cent.

The market capitalisation
of BSE-listed firms declined
by Rs 8,88,975.14 crore to Rs
4,21,58,900.91 crore (USD
4.93 trillion) in two days.

Experts said worries over
growing geopolitical ten-
sions after Tuesday's
Pahalgam terror attack
weighed on market senti-
ment.

AKSHAYA TRITIYA 

Light-weight jewellery, other
items to drive gold demand 

US to loosen rules on
Tesla, other carmakers

taking on China
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S
tarring Suniel Shetty, Vivek
Oberoi, and Sooraj Pancholi,
Kesari Veer: Legends of Somnath

is swiftly establishing itself as one of the
most eagerly awaited historical dramas
of 2025. Rooted in the legacy of one
of India’s most sacred sites — the
Somnath Mandir — the film delves
into a forgotten chapter of valiant war-
riors who rose to protect their faith and
land from ruthless invaders. The
makers recently released a gripping
new poster, unveiling Suniel Shetty in
a fierce and commanding avatar as
Vegda Ji — a battle-scarred warrior
whose very presence speaks of grit,
rage and righteous fury. Bloodied axe
in hand and clad in rugged tradition-
al armor, Shetty’s look is a raw
embodiment of resistance. His blaz-
ing eyes, set against the backdrop of
a besieged Somnath temple, set the
tone for a narrative charged with emo-
tion and action.

While Shetty anchors the narrative
with intensity, the film also brings to
light lesser-known figures from histo-
ry. Sooraj Pancholi plays the young
Rajput prince, Veer Hamirji Gohil —
an unsung hero whose bravery and
sacrifices form the beating heart of the

film. His character’s emotional arc is
said to bridge personal stakes with
national pride, giving audiences a fresh
lens on valiant resistance. Opposing
these warriors is Vivek Oberoi as Zafar,
the central antagonist. Zafar is no ordi-
nary invader — he is portrayed as a
cold, calculating force determined to
erase the sanctity of Somnath. Oberoi’s
portrayal promises to bring gravitas
and menace in equal measure. The
film also introduces Akanksha Sharma
in her acting debut. Her role, though
shrouded in secrecy, is said to provide
emotional ballast to Sooraj Pancholi’s
character, offering a tender counter-
point to the intensity of the battlefield.

Directed by a team committed to
authenticity and scale, Kesari Veer
boasts a rich visual palette, detailed
period costumes and immersive war
sequences. A stirring background
score heightens the dramatic tension,
while the cinematography captures
both the spiritual beauty of Somnath
and the chaos of war.

Produced by Kanu Chauhan under
Chauhan Studios and distributed by
Panorama Studios, the film is set for
a worldwide theatrical release on
May 16, 2025.

Vikrant Massey steps into the role
of Sri Sri Ravi Shankar in White

A
fter delivering some of
Bollywood’s biggest
blockbusters, Siddharth

Anand is now setting his sights
on a project of global signifi-
cance. The director-turned-
producer is joining hands with
filmmaker Mahaveer Jain for
White — a gripping interna-
tional thriller inspired by the
real-life peace efforts of spiri-
tual leader Gurudev Sri Sri
Ravi Shankar.

Vikrant Massey, fresh off a
string of critically acclaimed
performances, has been roped in
to portray Sri Sri Ravi Shankar.

Sources close to the project
have revealed that the actor has
begun intense prep to embody
the spiritual guru, whose teach-
ings and diplomacy played a sig-
nificant role in ending
Colombia’s brutal civil war —
one of the longest-running con-
flicts in modern history.

The film is slated to begin
production in July 2025, with
groundwork already under-
way in Colombia. A mix of
international and Indian talent
is expected to join the project,
with much of the cast and crew
being sourced from Los

Angeles to ensure authentici-
ty and global appeal.

White dives into a lesser-
known yet powerful chapter of
modern history — how ancient
Indian spiritual philosophy
helped bring peace to a war-
torn nation. The film will spot-
light Sri Sri Ravi Shankar’s
role in facilitating peace talks
and fostering reconciliation
during Colombia’s 52-year civil
conflict, marking a rare inter-
section of diplomacy, spiritual-
ity, and cinematic storytelling.

“This is a largely untold
chapter of peace-building in
recent times,” said a source
associated with the project.
“With White, Siddharth Anand
and Mahaveer Jain are bringing
the world’s attention to how
Indian wisdom played a trans-
formative role in resolving one
of history’s longest civil wars.”

While Anand has built a
reputation for stylish action
thrillers like War, Pathaan and
Fighter, White represents a
new phase in his career — one
that merges commercial story-
telling with real-world impact.
The project is being produced
under his banner Marflix, co-
founded with his wife Mamta
Anand.

Babil Khan is ready for
love —in his next rom-com

and maybe in life too

A
fter stirring hearts with his complex
portrayal of a social media addict in
Logout, Babil Khan is now ready to

dive into the world of love—both in fiction
and perhaps, in reality. In a latest interview,
the rising star offered a glimpse into his
upcoming projects and shared a cryptic yet
heartfelt take on his personal life.

Babil revealed that his next venture will
explore the romantic-comedy space, a genre
he’s long wanted to be part of.
“I really want to do a
romantic-comedy,” he
confessed, adding
that he’s already
working on one but
preferred to keep the
details under wraps.
However, what truly
sparked intrigue among
fans was a poetic com-
ment that hinted at mat-
ters of the heart beyond
the script. “My secrets are
not on my phone. My
secrets are on my heart. If
my heart is stolen,
which usually
is…” he said
with a
smile, set-
ting off
specula-

tion about a new love interest.
While he’s embracing lighter genres on-

screen, Babil continues to navigate the
weight of legacy off-screen. In another inter-
view, he addressed the recurring accusations
of riding on his late father Irrfan Khan’s rep-
utation. “If that were true, I wouldn’t be
going to auditions today,” Babil said candid-
ly. “I was simply sharing the love because
everyone showed us so much love and sup-
port.”

Babil’s journey in cinema has been
marked by depth and diversity. He made

an impressive debut with Qala, por-
traying Jagan, a troubled singer
weighed down by his emotional
burdens. His raw, vulnerable perfor-
mance established him as a serious
talent. He followed it up with The
Railway Men, a compelling series
based on the Bhopal Gas Tragedy,
where he held his own among a stel-

lar ensemble cast. In Logout, Babil took
an unexpected turn, playing a social

media-obsessed youngster who mir-
rors the digital-age dilemmas of

today’s youth. 
His ability to transition

between vastly dif-
ferent roles is fast

becoming one
of his defining

strengths.

Rajkummar Rao
goes full gangster
in Maalik ; release
locked for July 11

T
he wait  for
Rajkummar Rao’s
much-anticipated

transformation into a grit-
ty gangster is almost over!
Tips Films and Northern
Lights Films have official-
ly announced the theatrical
release date for Maalik —
July 11, 2025. The first-
look poster already has
fans abuzz, showcasing Rao
in a fierce new avatar that
screams power and inten-
sity.

Rajkummar Rao, known
for his versatility and com-
mitment to his craft, steps
into the titular role of
Maalik — a dark, dangerous
gangster rising through the
underworld ranks. This is a
marked shift from his pre-
vious characters, and early
glimpses suggest an explo-
sive performance packed
with action and emotional
depth. With piercing eyes
and a commanding pres-
ence, Rao’s look is already
making waves across social
media.

The film is helmed by

director Pulkit, who has
earned a reputation for
crafting edgy thrillers and
gripping dramas. With
Maalik, Pulkit is expected to
elevate the gangster genre
with stylized action, layered
storytelling, and high-
octane sequences. The film
is currently in the post-
production phase, promis-
ing a polished cinematic
experience.

Produced by Kumar
Taurani under the Tips
Films banner and Jay
Shewakramani of Northern
Lights Films, Maalik brings
together two production
houses known for backing
commercially strong yet
content-rich cinema. Their
collaboration hints at a
film that will blend mass
appeal with intense story-
telling.

Slated for a theatrical
release on July 11, 2025,
Maalik is all set to bring
audiences back to the big
screen with a mix of grit,
action, and Rajkummar
Rao’s sheer screen power.

SUNIEL SHETTY WIELDS THE AXE OF VALOR 
IN KESARI VEER: LEGENDS OF SOMNATH

ARCHIE

GARFIELD
REALITY CHECK CROSSWORD

GINGER MEGGS

NANCY

Yesterday’s solution

CALVIN AND HOBBES

SPEED BUMP

SUDOKU

Rules

l Each row and column can
contain each number (1 to 9)
exactly once.

l The sum of all numbers in
any row or column must
equal 45.

FUN



Follow us on

@TheDailyPioneer

facebook.com/
dailypioneer

R
E

V
IE

W

TEJAL SINHA

tejal.sinha30@gmail.com

PLOT

Ground Zero, directed by Tejas Prabha Vijay Deoskar, is a high-
octane action-thriller inspired by the real-life events

surrounding BSF officer Narendra Nath Dhar Dubey (played
by Emraan Hashmi). The film takes place in Srinagar in

2001, a turbulent time when a terror gang led by
Jaish-e-Mohammed chief, Ghazi Baba, is

wreaking havoc across the region. Their
methodical killings, including the death of a

teenager who was an informer, push the
protagonist, Narendra, into a corner

where he must decide
whether to remain in
Kashmir or move to
Indore. His journey
involves unraveling
the terror network

while struggling
with personal

guilt and the
weight of his

responsibilities. The screenplay follows
Narendra’s investigation into the terror attacks
that have claimed the lives of over 70 jawans,
leading to a gripping cat-and-mouse chase
between the BSF officer and Ghazi’s gang. The
film’s edge lies in its portrayal of the mental
and emotional toll that comes with serving on
the front lines of a battle that never ceases.

HIGHLIGHTS

The film shines in several areas, particularly
with its raw and visceral depiction of the
ongoing conflict in Kashmir. The action
sequences are intense and impactful, offering
an authentic look into the reality of military life
during insurgency. The storyline, which
touches on themes of sacrifice, guilt, and
patriotism, ensures that the stakes feel
personal and human.
The narrative’s pacing is spot-on, capturing
both the urgency of the military operation and the psychological
unraveling of its lead character. The inclusion of emotional moments, like
the tragic death of Hussain, adds depth to the characters and gives a
poignant touch to the high-tension scenes.
The film also explores the larger ramifications of counter-terrorism and
military decisions in a sensitive yet gripping manner, making the
audience feel the constant danger and moral dilemmas faced by those in
uniform.

DRAWBACKS

While the film does a lot right, there are moments where the pacing
slows down, especially when the narrative dives into the internal
struggles of the protagonist. Some viewers may feel that certain
emotional beats could have been fleshed out more, giving more screen
time to secondary characters, which would have enhanced the overall
depth of the story.
Additionally, while the film stays grounded in its storytelling, there are
moments where the dialogue becomes heavy-handed in its messaging,
which could have been toned down for greater impact.

PERFORMANCES

Emraan Hashmi’s portrayal of Narendra is nothing short of compelling.
Known for his versatility, Hashmi brings a grounded performance,
blending the strength and vulnerability of a man grappling with both
personal guilt and his duty to his country. His nuanced approach to

the character ensures that the audience can
connect with his emotional journey as much
as with the action-packed sequences.
Supporting performances from Abhay
Dheeraj Singh, Lalit Prabhakar and Deepak
Parmesh add great value to the film, as they
portray Narendra’s colleagues who each bring
something essential to the table in the fight
against the terror network. Sai Tamhankar and
Zoya Hussain also stand out in their brief but
impactful roles, showcasing a fierce
determination that complements the lead
performances.

TECHNICAL ASPECTS

Visually, Ground Zero maintains a raw and
gritty aesthetic that complements its intense
storyline. The cinematography captures the
bleak landscapes of Kashmir and the tense
atmosphere of military operations effectively.

The action choreography is well-executed, delivering high-impact
moments without feeling over-the-top or exaggerated. The sound design
and background score are powerful, heightening the emotional stakes of
the film and underscoring the urgency of the narrative.
Director Tejas Prabha Vijay Deoskar excels in creating a tight, focused
film that doesn’t deviate into unnecessary subplots or distractions. His
direction ensures that the film maintains its momentum, providing an
engaging viewing experience from start to finish.

VERDICT

Ground Zero is a solid action-thriller that balances gripping military
operations with emotional depth, providing a tribute to the bravery and
sacrifice of unsung heroes like BSF officer Narendra Nath Dhar Dubey.
With strong performances, especially by Emraan Hashmi and a well-
crafted narrative, the film makes for a compelling watch for fans of
action-packed dramas. Its raw portrayal of conflict, both external and
internal, elevates it beyond a typical thriller and places it in the realm of
meaningful storytelling. At a time when the entire country is reeling from
the recent Pahalgam attack, this movie serves as a powerful
reminder of the relentless dedication and sacrifices
made by army personnel who tirelessly
work to protect the nation from
such threats.

‘The  industry is producing only
same old Naagin-type or saas-
bahu drama— unfortunately,

with not many options’

A
ctress Anupama Solanki, who has
been a part of shows like Yeh Hai
Mohabbatien, Nath- Krishna Aur

Gauri Ki Kahani, Kuch Reet Jagat Ki Aisi
Hai and Jamuniya, says that she has often
been at the receiving end of being typecast.
She adds that it has both pros and cons.

“I’ve been typecast many times. In my
latest Shemaroo TV show, I played the
negative lead character named Sulekha,
who is always involved in planning and
plotting. This isn’t new for me. My first
negative lead was in Ekta Kapoor ma’am’s
show Dayan, where I played the Devil’s
Queen. Since then, I’ve been receiving
back-to-back offers for negative lead
roles. The list is huge now,” she says.

She adds, “On one side, it’s a drawback
because I keep getting cast in negative
roles, but on the other side, it’s actually
more interesting. It’s you versus a hundred
people in the show. Positive lead charac-
ters get work once in a blue moon, but
negative leads are always in demand. The
chances of a positive lead getting repeat-
ed work are around 20%, while negative
characters remain consistently in demand.
Of course, there are pros and cons.
Positive characters gain a huge fan follow-
ing, while negative ones don’t, because
people often associate us with our on-
screen actions like harassing or harming
others. But in real life, I’m the complete
opposite of the characters I play. I talk less,
I’m calm, cool, and spiritual—but the
audience doesn’t care about that.Of
course, there are pros and cons. Positive

characters gain a huge fan following, while
negative ones don’t, because people often
associate us with our on-screen actions
like harassing or harming others. But in
real life, I’m the complete opposite of the
characters I play. I talk less, I’m calm, cool,
and spiritual but the audience doesn’t care
about that.”

Talking about TV content, she says, “To
be honest, I’m not very happy with the
kind of content the entertainment indus-
try is producing these days: same old
Naagin-type shows, same saas-bahu
drama. But unfortunately, we don’t have
many options.”

She adds, “Sometimes when we actors
give creative input or suggestions to
directors, they don’t agree or simply
ignore us. There are some directors who
are supportive, but they are very few.”

Meanwhile, she says that she has cer-
tain parameters for choosing her charac-
ters. “I’ve also received some unbelievable
offers from South cinema that people can’t
even imagine. But I have my own bound-
aries and limitations. I’m an actor and an
artist, and I work on my own terms and
conditions. Honestly, I’m very happy. I
give my 100% to every project I do. If you
look at each of my characters, you won’t
see Anupama Solanki in them. Whether
it’s Mohini in Vighnaharta Ganesha on
Sony TV, Kalawati in Nath on Dangal TV,
Dayan from Balaji Telefilms, or Tapo Maa
in Bindiya Sarkar by Jai Mehta
Productions every role is different and I
give my all to bring them to life.”

I
n this dynamic and interconnected
global marketplace, an organisation’s
adaptability and agility with its
supply chain has evolved to become
a core pillar of its success. Yes, opti-
mising logistics and embracing

tech is undeniably important, but the oft-
forgotten key element is employee well-
being. Think about the fact that business-
es focused on well-being, and therefore are
organisations with a high employee engage-
ment score are 21% more profitable.
Recognising this crucial link, enterprises
deeply invest in delivering quality and
value, understand that a healthy, engaged,
and supported workforce is not just a mat-
ter of ethics, but the very bedrock upon
which a strong and adaptable supply
chain is built. Failure to meet their require-
ments opens up vulnerabilities that can
bleed through the operations resulting in
lost time and money but above all else
undermine the ability to serve the cus-
tomers.

Why employee well-being is critical in a
robust supply chain?

There are many strong reasons with
compelling data and research to suggest
why the focus on employee well-being
would be an enabler in building a strong
supply chain.

Increased work productivity and effec-
tiveness: When employees are valued, are
taken care of and supported, they prove to
get more accomplished. A McKinsey
Health Institute report of January 2025
expects that a comprehensive investment
into employee health would create a
mind-blowing global economic benefit of
$3.7–11.7 trillion including increased pro-
ductivity. Furthermore, Gallup data indi-
cates that engaged employees show 21%
higher profitability compared to disen-
gaged teams. In the tough landscape of the
supply chain, in which productivity mat-
ters most, an adequately supported employ-
ee directly corresponds with maximised
production and better-flowing workflows.

Fewer errors and better quality: The com-
plex operations in the supply chain are
prone to human mistakes, which cause
expensive defects and delays. Research has
revealed that stress has a great influence on
cognitive ability and attention to detail. On
the other hand, focusing on employee wel-
fare can counteract these risks.

Higher employee involvement and reten-
tion: High employee turnover is a major
resource and institutional memory drain
for the supply chain. Supply Chain
Management Review’s 2023 Employee
Satisfaction Survey revealed that 77% of
employee turnover is caused by bad man-
agement and is often tied to management’s
failure to consider employee support and
well-being. For employee turnover and
engagement, teams that are engaged have
59% less turnover. Placing well-being first
is paramount to establishing a culture of
well-being that reduces costs and hiring

and training time while retaining the cur-
rent operational staff.

Improved safety and fewer accidents: This
is especially the case for most supply chain
jobs where physical production is includ-
ed in the job (warehousing and logistics)
and knowledge of employee safety is key.
Investing in employee wellness programs
in the form of physical health that guar-
antees rest is very significant.

Increased adaptability and resilience: The
world is not static, and neither are the dis-
ruptions to the supply chains in the mod-
ern world. Ideally, physically and mental-
ly robust employees are better equipped to
handle such interruptions. Research on
worker resilience indicates that the well-
being of employees is positively related to
stress adaptation, which is important in
ensuring that the activities in the organi-
zation are stable when there are hardships.

Stronger Stakeholder and Reputation
Trust: Ethical working practices and
employee well-being are increasingly crit-
ical to upholding a good brand reputation.
Customers and stakeholders will be more
likely to favour organisations that promote
a sincere interest in their staff. Social media
and the press can rapidly escalate exam-
ples of bad working environments to cre-
ate damage to reputations. In contrast, a
focus on employee well-being increases
trust and builds its credibility with all stake-
holders.

STRENGTHENING SUPPLY

CHAIN THROUGH EMPLOYEE

WELL-BEING

Well-being isn’t only a philosophy; it is
operationalised, strategically positioned,
and practically shaped by available best
practices and relevant literature.
Organisations ought to work towards
strengthening the supply chain by:

Fostering a culture of care: Make employ-
ees feel valued and cared for. This involves,
but is not restricted to, developing positive
relations, mental health support and cre-

ating a sense of community.

Health and wellness initiatives: Search for
and establish programs addressing work-
force physical and mental well-being.
Such initiatives might consist of projects
focused on preventive care, stress manage-
ment and wellness access generally.
Businesses provided with comprehen-
sive wellness programmes are often
noted to have low rates of absen-
teeism and lower healthcare costs.

An employee’s personal and
family time should also be regard-
ed to be as important as the time
that is spent working. That is why
the workload should be balanced,
flexible work arrangements
offered, and staff encouraged
to take holidays and other
leave days.

Ensuring safe and
ergonomic work envi-
ronments: Allocate
safe working condi-
tions for all opera-
tions. Go beyond
the bare mini-
mums set by poli-
cies and regula-
tions for safety.
This will involve
p r o v i d i n g
e r g o n o m i c
equipment, pro-
viding safety
training, and
implementing
other measures
that will save
o p e r a t i o n a l
resources and improve
employee outcomes in
terms of accidents and
injuries.
Providing oppor-
tunities for
growth and
development: Offer
training and educational programmes as
a means to improve employee prospects

and invest in them. Employees tend to be
more engaged and more likely to remain
long-term with the organisation when they
perceive genuine upward mobility options
within the organisation due to training and
development programmes.

Recognising and rewarding contribu-
tions: Appreciate efforts and the commit-
ment put forth by employees through
recognition programmes and employ-
ment policies that provide proper compen-
sation alongside respect.

To sum up, integrating well-being pro-
grams into organisational processes on a
proactive basis can lead to a more resilient,
effective, and ethical supply chain.
Employees should not be viewed as mere
parts of the system, and instead be recog-
nized as the true body’s heart: the system's
forte. Their well-being correlates with the
strength and sustainability of the supply
chain, meaning by prioritising their bet-
terment, organisations are quite literally
strengthening the foundations of their busi-
ness.

(The author, Salloni
Ghodawat, is the

CEO, of Ghodawat
Consumer Ltd.)

Strong supply chains start 
with employee well-being

HEART-POUNDING AND RAW –
GROUND ZERO BRINGS THE HEAT

DIRECTED BY: Tejas Prabha Vijay Deoskar
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Kolkata

T
he man who led them to glory just
a season ago could now stand in
the way of Kolkata Knight Riders’
(KKR) playoff qualification when

the side hosts the Shreyas Iyer-led
revamped Punjab Kings (PBKS) in a
high-stakes IPL clash here at the Eden
Gardens on Saturday.

Twelve months ago, Iyer had led KKR
to their first IPL title in a decade. On
Saturday, he returns in opposition colours,
at the helm of a rejuvenated Punjab side
chasing a playoff spot.

Let go by KKR in one of the most sur-
prising off-season moves, Iyer has found
both comfort and purpose in Punjab
Kings.

Reuniting with his old Delhi Capitals
mentor Ricky Ponting, the duo has stead-
ied PBKS into the top five of the table with
five wins from eight games.

The partnership has given Iyer the space
to lead confidently and he has tallied 263
runs with three half-centuries so far.
However, he comes into the weekend
game, carrying three single digit scores.

Saturday offers him the perfect chance
to make a statement — much like KL
Rahul did the other against his former
franchise Lucknow Super Giants with a
composed 57 not out.

Iyer too could have a Rahul-like moment
under the Eden lights. KKR, on the other
hand, are in desperate need of momentum.

With five defeats in eight matches,
another stumble could tighten their already
narrow path to the playoffs.

Their top-order remains unsettled, the

middle-order erratic, and the spin attack
ineffective on a surface they once called
their fortress.

KKR’s middle-order trio of Russell,

Rinku and Ramandeep has failed to deliv-
er the finishing punch this season, prompt-
ing calls for a shake-up.

The team may be forced to bring in

Caribbean all-rounder Rovman Powell,
whose power-hitting and handy pace can
add much-needed spark and balance.

Angkrish Raghuvanshi, one of the few
bright spots in KKR’s batting, might once
again look to negotiate the tricky phase
when the likes of Arshdeep Singh (Punjab’s
leading wicket-taker with 11 scalps) and
Yuzvendra Chahal operate.

Skipper Ajinkya Rahane too will be
under the scanner, having anchored the
innings well at times but struggled to shift
gears and finish games.

He will be wary of Yuzvendra Chahal,
who dismantled KKR in their demoralis-
ing 95 all-out collapse only last week by
claiming the wickets of Rahane,
Raghuvanshi, Rinku Singh, and
Ramandeep Singh in a devastating spell.

With Marco Jansen providing the early
menace and new find Nehal Wadhera
managing tidy finishes, PBKS certainly
look a more confident and well-rounded
outfit.

For KKR’s bowling unit, Harshit Rana’s
duel with PBKS opener Priyansh Arya
could set the tone. Arya smashed a cen-
tury against Chennai Super Kings earlier
this season.

Despite their troubles, KKR are, how-
ever, still alive in the playoffs race.

Winning five of their remaining six
games could be sufficient, but anything less
would leave them dependent on other
results.

For this to happen, KKR must fix their

home record, which is just one win from
four matches here. 

The much-publicised friction with Eden
curator Sujan Mukherjee over pitch prepa-
rations has drawn unwanted attention and
debates over spin-friendly surfaces, fair-
ness, and even calls from commentators
to consider shifting base.

Despite it being slow and grippy, which
is exactly what KKR wanted, Sunil Narine
has taken just two wickets at the Eden.
Varun Chakravarthy (4) has been margin-
ally better, while Moeen Ali has failed to
strike in two matches.

Teams 
KKR: Ajinkya Rahane (c), Rinku Singh,
Quinton de Kock (wk), Rahmanullah
Gurbaz (wk), Angkrish Raghuvanshi,
Rovman Powell, Manish Pandey, Luvnith
Sisodia, Venkatesh Iyer, Anukul Roy,
Moeen Ali, Ramandeep Singh, Andre
Russell, Anrich Nortje, Vaibhav Arora,
Mayank Markande, Spencer Johnson,
Harshit Rana, Sunil Narine, Varun
Chakravarthy and Chetan Sakariya.
PBKS: Shreyas Iyer (c), Yuzvendra Chahal,
Arshdeep Singh, Marcus Stoinis, Nehal
Wadhera, Prabhsimran Singh, Glenn
Maxwell, Vyshak Vijaykumar, Yash
Thakur, Harpreet Brar, Vishnu Vinod,
Marco Jansen, Lockie Ferguson, Josh
Inglis, Xavier Bartlett, Kuldeep Sen, Pyla
Avinash, Suryansh Shedge, Musheer Khan,
Harnoor Pannu, Aaron Hardie, Priyansh
Arya, Azmatullah Omarzai.

PBKS vs KKR: High-stakes clash in IPL 2025

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Bengaluru

R
oyal Challengers Bengaluru’s (RCB)
Josh Hazlewood is a world-class
bowler who can soak in the pressure

in any format of the game and knows what
delivery has to bowl at a particular
moment, said head coach Andy Flower
after the IPL side defeated Rajasthan
Royals by 11 runs here.

RCB notched their first win in four
games at home to rise to the number 3 spot
on the points table, with Hazlewood’s
death-overs bowling making a huge
impact.

The Australian took four wickets and
gave away only seven runs in his last two
overs to return figures of 4-0-33-4 as RCB
recorded their sixth win in nine matches.

“I would probably refer to both of his
last overs because his two overs went for
seven runs and he took three wickets in
them. Both those overs showed the class
of the guy,” Flower told the media after the
match.

“He is a class operator, he is a world-class
bowler, he is great under pressure in any
format of the game. I know he is known
for his heavy length bowling but he is got
some great all-round skills.

“He mixes in those yorkers, wide york-
ers, slower balls and he seems to know
what type of ball to bowl at the right time,”
he added. Flower said the quality three-
pronged pace attack was one of RCB’s
biggest assets. RCB.

“I thought Bhuvi’s (Bhuvneshwar
Kumar) been superb this season and
Yash (Dayal) was outstanding again today
(Thursday), that last over. He showed 
outstanding skill and composure under
pressure to repeatedly bowl yorkers like

that,” Flower said.
“I think those three quicks have been

great for us so far this season. I have got
some more work to do, obviously, to help
us in this last third of the league matches
and Hazlewood certainly leads from the
front in that regard,” he said.

Flower said RCB must build on this win
at home as they will now play three of their
five remaining matches here at the
Chinnaswamy Stadium. “It was really
important. We have had four home games
here, we have lost the toss each time,” he
said.

“We know that trying to defend a tar-
get here is tough and in the first three
games I thought our bowlers and fielding
unit did outstanding work to keep us in the
game as long as they did, because all three
totals were a bit below par.”

Devdutt Padikkal scored a blazing 50 off
27 balls, which opener Virat Kohli played
another masterclass, scoring 70 runs, and
Flower said the duos 95-run partnership
was pivotal to RCB scoring 205 runs bat-
ting first.

“Dev Padikkal was sensational to score
50 of 27 balls like that, without ever slog-
ging. We say a lot about Virat (Kohli) but
his 70 off 42 balls and that partnership with
Dev really gave us a platform on a pitch
that wasn’t that easy.

“Obviously our amazing supporters
wanted to see some of that success. They
were concerned about us here at home. We
have got three more games here at home
that’s so vitally important for us to play well
in these conditions,” he said.

Rajasthan Royals’ Sandeep Sharma
acknowledged his side has not been able
to respond well in “crunch moments”, lead-
ing to seven losses in nine games.

“I won’t say it is going wrong but we are
not able to catch the crunch moments in
a match, be it while chasing or while
defending,” he said.

“Every team gets such moments and it
is important to catch them. This year, we
are dropping crucial catches or batters are
being dismissed when they are looking to
accelerate.”

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New Delhi

I
ndia on Friday named a 59-member
team for the upcoming Asian Athletics
Championship in South Korea with

star javelin thrower Neeraj Chopra expect-
edly skipping the event while almost all
those who had excelled in the just-con-
cluded Federation Cup in Kochi making
the cut. Double Olympic medallist Chopra
missing the event was on expected lines
as his focus this season will be the
Diamond League Meetings and the World
Championships in September, besides the
NC Classic which he is hosting in
Bengaluru on May 24.

He has not competed in the continen-
tal showpiece since the 2017 edition in
Bhubaneswar where he won a gold. Since
then, his focus has remained on the DL
Meetings, World Championships and
Olympics. National record holder shot
putter Tajinderpal Singh Toor, who had
won gold in the last edition of the conti-
nental championships, was omitted from
the squad after he finished a disappoint-
ing second in the Federation Cup.

Pole vaulter Dev Kumar Meena also

missed the bus despite re-writing his own
national record as his effort was below the
Asian Championships qualification mark
set by the Athletics Federation of India.

But others such as Avinash Sable
(men’s 3000m steeplechase), Parul
Chaudhary (women’s 3000m steeple-
chase) and Gulveer Singh (5000m and
10000m) have been included in the
squad even though they did not take part
in the Federation Cup, as they were train-
ing and competing abroad after taking
AFI’s permission.

Also featuring in the squad for the May
27-31 Asian Championships in Gumi are
sprinter Animesh Kujur, who set a new
200m national record, and triple jumper
Praveen Chitravel, who equalled his own
NR during the Federation Cup.

National record holder in women’s
javelin throw, Annu Rani would consid-
er herself to be lucky to make it to the
squad as she has been struggling for some
time to reach the 60m mark.

The 32-year-old did a 60.68m in May
2024 and since then she has been strug-
gling. This year, she produced a 58.82m
effort at the Indian Open Throws

Competition in Mumbai in March before
winning gold with a 56.66m throw — far
below the Asian Championships qualify-
ing distance of 58m — on Thursday in the
Federation Cup. The Federation Cup
(April 21-24) was the last selection event
for the Asian Championships and the AFI
had made it mandatory for all the athletes
— except who got exemptions — to com-
pete in it if they want to be picked for the
continental championships. In the last edi-
tion in Bangkok, India had finished third
behind Japan and China with 27 medals
— 6 gold, 12 silver and 9 bronze.

India’s squad:
MEN: Animesh Kujur (200m), Anu
Kumar and Krishan Kumar (800m),
Yoonus Shah (1500m), Avinash Sable
(3000m steeplechase), Gulveer Singh
and Abhishek Pal (5000m), Gulveer
Singh and Sawan Barwal (10,000m),
Praveen Chithravel and Abudlla
Aboobacker (triple jump), Sarvesh
Kushare (high jump), Sachin Yadav and
Yasvir Singh (javelin throw), Samardeep
Singh (shot put), Tejaswin Shankar
(decathlon), Servin Sebastian and Amit

(20km race walk).
4X100M RELAY: Pranav Pramod Gurav,
Animesh Kujur, Manikanta Hoblidar,
Amlan Borgohain, Tamilarasu S, Ragul
Kumar G, Gurvindervir Singh.
4X400M RELAY: Vishal TK, Jay Kumar,
Manu TS, Rince Joseph, Tushar Manna,
Santhosh Kumar, Dharamveer
Choudhary, Mohit Kumar.
WOMEN: Nithya Gandhe (200m), Rupal
Chaudhary and Vithya Ramraj (400m),
Twinkle Chaudhary and Pooja (800m),
Lili Das and Pooja (1500m), Parul
Chaudhary and Ankita (3000m steeple-
chase), Sanjivani Jadav and Parul
Chaudhary (5000m), Sanjivani Jadhav and
Seema (10,000m), Jyothi Yarraji (100m
hurdles), R Vithya Ramraj and Anu R
(400m), Shaili Singh and Ancy Sojan (long
jump), Pooja (high jump), Seema (discus
throw), Annu Rani (javelin throw), Agsara
Nandini (heptathlon).
4X100M RELAY: Nithya Gandhe,
Abinaya Rajarajan, Sneha SS, Srabani
Nanda, Daneshwari AT, V Sudheeksha.
4X400M RELAY: Rupal Chaudhary,
Sneha K, Subha Venkatesan, Jisna
Mathew, Kunja Rajitha, Sarndramol Sabu.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New Delhi

I
ndian javelin throw star Neeraj Chopra on Friday said
he has been bombarded with “hate and abuse” for
inviting Pakistan’s Arshad Nadeem to next month’s

NC Classic in Bengaluru, clarifying that the Olympic
champion’s presence was “completely out of question”
in the aftermath of the Pahalgam terror attack.

The Tokyo Olympics gold-medallist and Paris Games
silver-winning star from Haryana said he was deeply hurt
to see his and his family’s integrity being questioned in
abusive social media posts.

Chopra invited Nadeem, who defeated the Indian in
Paris last year to win gold, for the inaugural Neeraj
Chopra Classic to be held in Bengaluru on May 24.

“After all that has taken place over the last 48 hours,
Arshad’s presence at the NC Classic was completely out
of the question. My country and its interests will always
come first,” Chopra, who is a Subedar Major in the Indian
Army, said in a lengthy post on ‘X’.

“To those that are going through the loss of their peo-
ple, my thoughts and prayers are with you. Along with

the entire nation, I am both hurt and angry at what has
taken place,” said Chopra.

“I am confident that our country’s response will show
our strength as a nation and justice will be served,” he
added. Nadeem had declined to come citing other com-
mitments. The 27-year-old Chopra said he is well aware
of the chatter surrounding his invitation to Nadeem after

the Pahalgam attack in which 26 people, mostly tourists,
were gunned down by terrorists.

“...Most of it has been hate and abuse. They haven’t
even left my family out of it,” said Chopra.

“I usually am a man of few words, but that doesn’t
mean I will not speak up against what I think is wrong.
More so when it comes to questioning my love for our
country, and the respect and honour of my family,” he
wrote. Chopra said invites for NC Classic were sent out
on Monday, a day before the Pahalgam terror attack in
which 26 people, mostly tourists, were killed.

“The invitation I extended to Arshad was from one
athlete to another — nothing more, nothing less. The
aim of NC Classic was to bring the best athletes to India
and for our country to be the home of world-class sport-
ing events.

“Invites had gone out to all athletes on Monday, 
two days (sic) before the terrorist attacks at Pahalgam,”
he added.
Chopra also highlighted the targetting of his mother,
Saroj, for her statement after the Paris Games last year
in which she described Nadeem as akin to her son.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Barcelona

B
arcelona and Real Madrid meet in
the Copa del Rey final on Saturday
with more than just the trophy on

the line for the fierce Spanish rivals.
Barcelona wants to grab the first piece

of a potential treble of major titles in coach
Hansi Flick’s debut season. The team is on
pace to conquer La Liga, and three days
after the cup final it will start its two-
legged Champions League semifinal
against Inter Milan.

It could also be the last trophy for Carlo
Ancelotti, who many Madrid watchers
speculate could leave the powerhouse this
summer, possibly to take over the Brazil
national team. Madrid arguably has more
at stake. Out of the Champions League,
the cup is its best chance to salvage the
campaign with some silverware. It is also
alive in La Liga, but it needs to overhaul
a four-point deficit to Barcelona with five
games left — a home stretch that includes
yet another clasico.

For Barcelona, a title won at the
expense of Madrid would give it a huge
momentum boost for Inter’s visit on
Wednesday as the Catalan club pursues
its first European Cup in a decade.

Barcelona dominated their other two
meetings this season, beating Madrid 5-
2 in the Spanish Super Cup final in
January after winning 4-0 at Madrid in the
league in October.

The third clasico of the season will be
played before 70,000 fans in Seville’s La
Cartuja Stadium, where King Felipe VI

will award the trophy to the winners.
This is the first Copa del Rey final

between Spain’s biggest clubs since 2014.
Barcelona holds a record 31 Spanish cups.
Madrid has 20, third place all time.

Filling in for Lewandowski
Flick’s biggest task will be filling in for the
injured Robert Lewandowski, who picked
up a left-thigh injury last weekend. The
Poland striker is producing another stel-
lar season with a team-high 40 goals
across all competitions.

Ferran Torres is likely to start in his
place. The versatile forward has emerged
as Barcelona’s super sub in this campaign.
He has netted 17 goals overall in limited
minutes, including five in the cup.

Another option, however, could be play-
ing attacking midfielder Dani Olmo as a
“false nine” flanked by Lamine Yamal and
Raphinha.

Barcelona will also be without starting
left back Alejandro Balde. Youth player
Gerard Martin is likely to take his place
unless Flick wants to slot a more experi-
enced player into that position.

Mbappé’s moment?
Finishing the season without a trophy
would be a major disappointment after
Madrid brought in superstar Kylian
Mbappé last summer.

The France striker has scored goals
galore but has failed to produce big in the
biggest games of the season. He was jeered

when substituted late in the second of two
losses to Arsenal in the Champions
League quarterfinals.

Vinícius Júnior has seen his productiv-
ity in attack fade ever since he felt over-
looked in the Ballon d’Or award selection
earlier this season. But the Brazil forward
has previously risen to the occasion in
finals.

Midfielder Eduardo Camavinga injured
a tendon this week and will miss the rest
of the season, joining Madrid’s long-term
casualty list that includes defenders Dani
Carvajal and Eder Militao.

Madrid’s main task in defense will be
keeping Yamal and Raphinha in check
after both ran rampant in the previous cla-
sicos this campaign.

Barcelona, Real Madrid meet in Copa del Rey final 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Munich

W
orld soccer’s great runner-up is
finally about to lift a trophy.
Harry Kane is on the verge of

winning the German league title with
Bayern Munich and he could seal the deal
on Saturday.

After a career filled with individual top
scorer awards and a host of runner-up
medals — the Champions League, two
European Championships, two English
League Cups — it will be the first major
trophy of Kane’s career. 

A player who’s often talked of putting
the team above himself will finally get his
reward. 

“If it is me scoring a couple of goals, I
will take that for sure, but if it is someone
else, I am not going to worry too much,”
Kane said this month. “All those kinds of
individual achievements are what you
think about after it’s done.”

Bayern has an eight-point lead over sec-
ond-place Leverkusen with four games to
play. The title could be confirmed Saturday
if Bayern beats Mainz and Bayer
Leverkusen doesn’t beat Hoffenheim.

“No one deserves it more than him,”
Bayern’s honorary president Uli Hoeness
told broadcaster Sky on Wednesday.

Why has not Kane won a trophy before?
There’s been bad luck along the way and
Kane’s trophy drought has sometimes
brought mockery from opposition fans.

At Tottenham, it often seemed like Kane

and Son Heung-min were working won-
ders with a team which couldn’t match
rivals’ budgets. 

Tottenham has been in sharp decline
since its all-time top scorer left. There have
been tough days, especially when Kane was
limited by an ankle injury in Tottenham’s
2-0 loss to Liverpool in the 2019
Champions League final, or England’s
penalty shootout loss to Italy at his home
European Championship two years later.

Kane could have won a trophy hours
after signing for Bayern for a fee of
potentially over 100 million pounds ($110
million at the time), but the team lost the
German Super Cup on his debut. 

Months later, his club lost the league title
to Leverkusen in a major upset.

Things have improved this season
under new coach Vincent Kompany but
Bayern was knocked out of the German
Cup by Leverkusen in December and elim-
inated from the Champions League by
Inter Milan last week. 

Why does Bayern suit him so well?
When Kane moved to Germany in 2023,
it was a shock. He’d been at Tottenham
since he was 11 and once seemed set to
spend his entire career there.

Josh Hazlewood great player,
under pressure: Andy Flower

He (Josh) is a class operator,
he is a world-class bowler, he

is great under pressure in any
format of the game. I know he is
known for his heavy length bowling 

— ANDY FLOWER, RCB COACH

If it is me scoring a couple of
goals, I will take that for sure,

but if it is someone else, I am not
going to worry too much

— HARRY KANE, FOOTBALLER

Getting hate for inviting Nadeem to NC Classic: Neeraj

India announces team for Asian Athletics Championship

Harry Kane on verge of
winning German league
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SARANGAPANI JATHAKAM

A few laughs and lot of lags
SURESH KAVIRAYANI

sureshkavirayani@gmail.com

I
ndraganti Mohana Krishna is a
sensible director, but he needs a
good break. Now, after a long time,
he is coming up with Sarangapani
Jathakam, with Priyadarshi as the
lead actor. Priyadarshi earlier

delivered a successful film, Court
and is now banking on that suc-
cess. Roopa Koduvayur is the
female lead, while Vennela
Kishore plays an important role. Here
is the story and how it goes.

STORY

Sarangapani (Priyadarshi) is a strong
believer in astrology and whatever he
does, he first looks at the astro predic-
tions. He works in a car showroom as
a salesman and is engaged to Maithili
(Roopa Koduvayur), who also works in
the same showroom and happens to be
Saranga’s immediate boss. Joginder
(Avasarala Srinivas), a palm reader who
predicts the future by reading lines on
the hand, happens to see Sarangapani’s
hand and foretells that he is destined to
commit a crime in the future.

Thinking about his future with
Maithili, Sarangapani decides to commit
the crime before the marriage, so he takes
help from his friend Chandu (Vennela
Kishore). They both plan to murder a per-
son—harmlessly, or in a way that does-
n’t feel like a crime. For that, Sarangapani
asks Maithili’s parents to postpone the
wedding for a few months. Did they real-
ly murder someone? What happened to
Sarangapani’s wedding? The entire drama
shifts to a hotel in Vizag and what hap-
pens there is the crux of the story.

ANALYSIS

Director Indraganti Mohana Krishna,
after the successful Sammohanam in
2018, made two films—one that
released directly on OTT and another
that was a disaster. He now seeks a
much-needed break and has chosen a
comic backdrop for Sarangapani
Jathakam. He added a hint of crime to

it. Indraganti is known for his sensibil-
ities and signature writing, which often
sets expectations high.

When you cast actors who can’t pull
crowds to theatres, you have to rely
heavily on either an interesting or
highly entertaining story. With
Sarangapani Jathakam, Indraganti suc-
ceeds only halfway. The film starts with
a routine story, and once Joginder enters
and predicts Sarangapani’s future, the
plot becomes interesting. But again,
Indraganti doesn’t manage to narrate it
engagingly. Some scenes are dragged—
especially the ones where Priyadarshi
attempts to murder the old woman and

the birthday sequence also feels boring.
There’s no logic in the premise

where a palm reader tells Sarangapani
that he will commit a crime in the
future, prompting the protagonist to try
and commit a crime before marriage—
that’s a silly leap. The second half, how-
ever, saves the film, thanks to the com-
edy by Vennela Kishore, Harsha
Chemudu and Priyadarshi. Indraganti’s
writing—particularly his one-liners—
stands out. While the film is pre-
dictable, a few laughs here and there and
a stronger second half help salvage the
viewing experience. Indraganti seems
to have put more effort into this film

compared to his previous two outings.

PERFORMANCE

Priyadarshi, as Sarangapani,
delivers a good performance.
His chemistry with Vennela

Kishore and Harsha
Chemudu is very entertaining.
Vennela Kishore actually plays

an important role, parallel to the
lead, and emerges as one of the

film’s saviours. His dialogues and
comic timing are on point. Harsha

Chemudu, or Viva Harsha, enters in
the second half and keeps the laughs
coming. “Manaki trolling lo block-belt,”
and many other one-liners give weight
to his short but impactful role. He truly
carries the second half with ease.

Roopa Koduvayur looks pretty,
though she doesn’t get a meaty role.

She appears in only a few scenes
but handles them with grace.
Naresh, Rupa Lakshmi, Kalpa

Latha and all the supporting actors per-
form well. Thanikella Bharani makes a
cameo, though the director doesn’t use
him effectively. Avasarala Srinivas plays
his part well and appears in a different
look this time.

TECHNICAL ASPECTS

The cinematography by PG Vinda is
good, and the visuals suit the comic
tone of the film. Vivek Sagar’s music is
also decent and blends with the narra-
tive. Technically, the film is well-made.

VERDICT

Sarangapani Jathakam definite-
ly provides a few laughs, especial-
ly in the second half. Vennela
Kishore and Harsha Chemudu
are the saviours with their
one-liners. Indraganti is
back with his strong writ-
ing after a couple of flops. In
a season full of blood and
gore, this clean comedy offers
a light-hearted alternative
worth a watch—for a
few laughs, if nothing
more.

Cast: Priyadarshi, Roopa Koduvayur, Vennela Kishore, 
Harsha Chemudu, Avasarala Srinivas, VK Naresh, Thanikella Bharani,
Rupa Lakshmi, Kalpa Latha and others

Music: Vivek Sagar      Cinematography: PG Vinda

Producer: Sivalenka Krishna Prasad

Writer and Director: Indraganti Mohana Krishna    Rating: 2.5/5
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T
he combination of Nandamuri Balakrishna and director

Boyapati Sreenu has delivered multiple hits including
Simha, Legend and Akhanda. The duo is now back with

the much-anticipated sequel, Akhanda 2: Thandavam.
Boyapati kickstarted the shoot at the Kumbh Mela a few weeks

ago and is now scouting locations in Georgia. In fact, the director
celebrated his birthday on Thursday in Georgia.

The production house has also confirmed that the team will soon
travel to Georgia for an important schedule of the film. The makers

have already locked the release date—September 25, 2025—coin-
ciding with the Dasara festival.

While Akhanda featured Pragya Jaiswal as the female lead, the
sequel sees Samyuktha replacing her. Aadhi Pinisetty is also set to

play a key role in the film. After wrapping the Georgia schedule,
the team will return to India to shoot a few crucial sequences.

Meenakshi
Chaudhary is on
a roll with back-

to-back films

A
fter the success of Lucky Bhaskhar and

Sankranthiki Vasthunnam, actress
Meenakshi Chaudhary is riding high on

demand. The actress is currently busy with multiple
projects—she has officially signed two new

films and has more in the pipeline.
Recently, Meenakshi visited Tirumala and
spoke about her upcoming ventures. “I’m

doing a film with Naga Chaitanya and
another one with Naveen Polishetty,”

she revealed.
Naga Chaitanya’s film is being directed by

Karthik Varma Dandu of Virupaksha fame.
The film reportedly has a mythological

backdrop and will be a thriller with
extensive visual effects. The team is

currently busy with pre-production work,
and Meenakshi has officially been signed

as the female lead. The shoot is
expected to begin soon.

Meenakshi is also playing the female
lead opposite Naveen Polishetty in

Anaganaga Oka Raju. Initially,
Sreeleela was cast for the role, but due
to scheduling conflicts, she had to opt

out. Meenakshi stepped in, and the shoot
is already underway. The makers have

released a teaser and a few promotional
videos for the film.

KALIYUGAM 2064

Shraddha Srinath, Kishore lead
in a high-concept sci-fi thriller

S
hraddha Srinath, renowned for her
powerful performances in films like
Jersey, Krishna and His Leela and

Daaku Maharaaj, stars in the upcoming
sci-fi adventure thriller Kaliyugam 2064.

Set in the future, the film promises a
gripping and exciting narrative.
Alongside Shraddha, the movie also
features Kishore, Iniyan Subramani,
and Harry in pivotal roles. The film
marks the directorial debut of
Pramodh Sundar, with KS
Ramakrishna producing.
The film, made in both Tamil and
Telugu, is slated for release on May
9, 2025, capitalising on the
summer holiday period. The first-
look poster was launched by the
celebrated director Mani Ratnam
and now another iconic filmmaker,
Ram Gopal Varma, has unveiled

the trailer. On this occasion, RGV lauded the
filmmakers, calling it a futuristic experience
with impressive visuals. The film’s grand sets
and visually stunning effects bring the world of
Kaliyugam 2064 to life, aided by K
Ramachandran’s remarkable cinematography.
The story is set in 2064, focusing on

humanity’s struggle for survival in a world
where resources like food and water are
scarce, and kindness has almost disappeared.
Drawing inspiration from mythological
themes related to Kaliyugam, the movie
promises a captivating blend of visual effects
and a powerful background score.

Sudheer Attavar’s Koragajja
blends traditional music 
with modern innovation

K
oragajja, directed by Sahitya Akademi
Award-winner Sudheer Attavar,
explores the fascinating story of

Koragajja, a principal deity worshipped in
the Karavali (Tulu Nadu) region of
Karnataka, Kerala, and parts of Mumbai. The
film delves into the transformation of an
indigenous youth into the divine figure of
Koragajja over 800 years ago. Music compos-
er Gopi Sundar, who collaborated with
Attavar, calls the project a ‘unique musical
experience’.

Gopi Sundar explains that composing
music for Koragajja took more time than
usual, as he had to immerse himself in
the traditions and customs of the region.
“The tunes I created came after under-
standing these customs, and I’m glad
the director liked my work,” Sundar
says. He added, “This story allowed me
to invent a new genre, exploring fresh
musical territories.” The soundtrack fea-
tures songs composed in different styles
and languages, with lyrics written by
Sudheer Attavar.

The film features a track by Shankar
Mahadevan that blends verses from the
Shiva Tandava, merging traditional ele-
ments with a modern perspective.
Director Sudheer Attavar highlights that
Koragajja offers a unique storyline, distinct
from Kantara, despite both films being root-
ed in regional deities and cultural heritage.
Koragajja shines a light on the 5000 Daivas
of Karnataka and Kerala, with Kantara focus-
ing on just one. 

The cast includes Kabir Bedi, choreogra-
phers Sandip Soparrkar and Ganesh
Acharya and South Indian actors Bhavya
and Shruthi.

Rajamouli’s film with Mahesh
Babu resumes shoot in Hyderabad
with tight security measures

D
irector SS Rajamouli’s
much-awaited film with
Mahesh Babu is set to

resume its shoot in Hyderabad.
Mahesh Babu, who was on a brief
vacation with his family, has
returned to the city and Priyanka
Chopra is also in Hyderabad for
the shoot.

Reports suggest that Rajamouli
was spotted at the Khairatabad
RTA office, where he renewed his

driving license, signaling his readi-
ness to resume work. After the
Hyderabad schedule, the team is
expected to head to Kenya for fur-
ther shooting, with additional
international locations planned.

In light of leaks from the
Odisha schedule, Rajamouli has
reportedly taken extra precautions
to ensure the secrecy of the shoot.
The director has instructed the
production team to implement

stringent security measures, even
banning mobile phones on set
and hiring additional bouncers
to prevent unauthorised access
to the filming location.

The film, an adventurous
tale akin to Indiana Jones,
will feature international
actors, with Mahesh Babu,
Priyanka Chopra and
Prithviraj Sukumaran already
confirmed in key roles.

Akhanda 2 heads to
Georgia for key schedule
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